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Solutions – (Day 9) 
 

 

1. Consider the following statements regarding The Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 

 

1. It is legally binding on the parties 

2. India is party to the convention. 

3. It prohibits the trading of all the species which are classified as threatened by 

IUCN Red list only. 

 

Which of the statements given above are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: B 

 

CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora) is an international agreement between governments. Its aim is to ensure 

that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten 

their survival. It doesn’t prohibit, it regulates the trade of threatened species. 

 

 

2. Consider the following statements regarding International Solar Alliance 

 

1. The initiative was launched at the UN Climate Change Conference in Paris at 

the end of 2015 by the President of France and the Prime Minister of India. 

2. Countries that do not fall within the Tropics cannot join the alliance. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: A 

 

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance of more than 122 countries 

initiated by India, most of them being sunshine countries, which lie either completely 

or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. 

 

The initiative was launched at the UN Climate Change Conference in Paris at the 

end of 2015 by the President of France and the Prime Minister of India. 
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Countries that do not fall within the Tropics can join the alliance and enjoy all 

benefits as other members, with the exception of voting rights. 

 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding Renewable Energy Policy Network for 

the 21st Century (REN21) 

 

1. REN21 is an international non-profit association and is based at the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

2. Its goal is to facilitate knowledge exchange, policy development and joint action 

towards a rapid global transition to renewable energy. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

  

Solution: C 

 

REN21 is the global renewable energy policy multi-stakeholder network that connects 

a wide range of key actors. REN21’s goal is to facilitate knowledge exchange, policy 

development and joint action towards a rapid global transition to renewable energy. 

• REN21 brings together governments, nongovernmental organisations, research 

and academic institutions, international organisations and industry to learn 

from one another and build on successes that advance renewable energy. To 

assist policy decision making, REN21 provides high quality information, 

catalyses discussion and debate and supports the development of thematic 

networks. 

• REN21 is an international non-profit association and is based at the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Paris, France. 

 

 

4. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Aichi biodiversity targets was adopted at the Nairobi conference of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 

2. The IUCN Species Programme provides advice to Parties, other governments 

and partners on the implementation of Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  3 PRELIMS 2019 

Solution: B 

 

The ‘Aichi Target’ adopted by the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) at its 

Nagoya conference. In the COP-10 meeting, the parties agreed that previous 

biodiversity protection targets are not achieved, 

 

The IUCN Species Programme provides advice to Parties, other governments and 

partners on the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity and it’s 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets (2011 – 2020). 

 

 

5. Consider the following statements regarding “The Climate and Clean Air Coalition” 

 

1. It is a voluntary partnership of governments and intergovernmental 

organizations, businesses, scientific institutions and civil society organizations. 

2. India is a state partner of this coalition. 

3. Coalition’s initial focus is on pollutants like methane, black carbon and HFCs. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: C 

 

The Climate and Clean Air Coalition is a voluntary partnership of 

governments, intergovernmental organizations, businesses, scientific institutions and 

civil society organizations committed to improving air quality and protecting the 

climate through actions to reduce short-lived climate pollutants. 

• global network currently includes over 120 state and non-state partners, and 

hundreds of local actors carrying out activities across economic sectors. 

 

• India is not a partner of it. 

• It focuses on short lived pollutants like methane, black carbon, HFC’s etc. 

 

http://www.ccacoalition.org/en/content/who-we-are  

 

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions (INDC) 

 

1. Government of India has submitted its INDCs to the UNFCCC at RIO+20 

summit. 

2. To reduce the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 per cent by 2030 from 

2005 level is one of the elements of INDC. 
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3. To mobilize domestic and new & additional funds from developed countries to 

implement the above mitigation and adaptation actions in view of the resources 

required and the resource gap is one of the objective of INDC 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

Solution: B 

 

India’s INDC: 

In response to this, Government of India has submitted its INDCs on 1st October 2015 

to the UNFCCC ahead of the Paris Summit in December 2015.  The following are the 

important elements of India’s INDCs:- 

• To put forward and further propagate a healthy and sustainable way of living 

based on traditions and values of conservation and moderation. 

• To adopt a climate friendly and a cleaner path than the one followed hitherto 

by others at corresponding level of economic development. 

• To reduce the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33 to 35 per cent by 

2030 from 2005 level. 

• To achieve about 40 per cent cumulative electric power installed capacity 

from non-fossil fuel based energy resources by 2030 with the help of 

transfer of technology and low cost international finance including from Green 

Climate Fund (GCF). 

• To create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 

equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by 2030. 

• To better adapt to climate change by enhancing investments in development 

programmes in sectors vulnerable to climate change, particularly agriculture, 

water resources, Himalayan region, coastal regions, healthy and disaster 

management. 

• To mobilize domestic and new & additional funds from developed countries to 

implement the above mitigation and adaptation actions in view of the resources 

required and the resource gap. 

• To build capacities, create domestic framework and international architecture 

for quick diffusion of cutting edge climate technology in India and for joint 

collaboration R&D for such future technologies. 

 

 

7. Consider the following statements regarding Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) 

 

1. It conducts its own research for assessing climate change. 
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2. It is a joint initiative of World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: D 

 

Created in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the objective of the IPCC is to provide 

governments at all levels with scientific information that they can use to develop 

climate policies. IPCC reports are also a key input into international climate change 

negotiations. 

• The IPCC is an organization of governments that are members of the United 

Nations or WMO. The IPCC currently has 195 members. Thousands of people 

from all over the world contribute to the work of the IPCC. The IPCC does not 

conduct its own research 

 

 

8. Consider the following statements regarding Scheduled Tribes and Other 

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 

 

1. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is the nodal agency for 

the implementation of the act. 

2. It recognizes rights of the tribal on the forests if they have resided for at least 

three generations or 75 years before the cutoff date of December 13, 2005. 

3. National parks and wildlife sanctuaries are excluded for the recognition of 

rights under the act. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) None 

  

Solution: B 

 

• Ministry of tribal affairs is the nodal agency for the implementation of the 

act.  National parks and wildlife sanctuaries are included for the recognition of 

rights under the act. 

• According to FRA, “forest land” means land of any description falling within 

any forest area and includes unclassified forests, undermarcated forests, 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  6 PRELIMS 2019 

existing or deemed forests, protected forests, reserved forests, Sanctuaries and 

National Parks; 

 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding Animal Welfare Board of India 

 

1. It is a statutory body created under Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 

and functions under administrative control of Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change. 

2. It provides for financial assistance to Animal welfare organizations and NGOs. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: C 

 

http://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/policies-and-schemes/livestock-poultry-

related/financial-assistance-of-awbi-for-promotion-of-animal-welfare-

activities?content=small  

 

 

10. With reference to biodiversity conservation, Forest PLUS is 

 

(a) a bilateral program between India and Nepal to enhance conservation efforts 

for the forests in the Himalayas. 

(b) a bilateral program between India and U.S. agency to strengthen capacity for 

REDD+ implementation in India 

(c) a program of UNFCCC to reduce emissions from deforestation and forest 

degradation. 

(d) None of the statements given above (a), (b) and (c) are correct. 

  

Solution: B 

 

The Partnership for Land Use Science (Forest-Plus) is a joint programme by 

the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) to strengthen capacity for 

REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) 

implementation in India. 

 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=170685  
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11. Which of the following is a National Park, a UNESCO world heritage site and a 

Ramsar site in India ? 

 

  (a) Sundarbans national park 

  (b) Manas national park 

  (c) Keoladeo national park 

  (d) Both (a) and (c) 

  

Solution: D 

 

 

12. Consider the following pairs: 

 
Tiger reserve  Location 

 

1. Pakke : West Bengal 
2. Valmiki : Uttar Pradesh 
3. Satkosia : Odisha 

 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

  

Solution: C 

 

• Pakke Tiger reserve in Arunachal Pradesh. 

• Valmiki Tiger Reserve in Bihar. 

 

 

13. ‘BioCarbon Fund Initiative for Sustainable Forest Landscapes’ is managed by the 

 

(a) Asian Development Bank 

(b) International Monetary Fund 

(c) United Nations Environment Programme 

(d) World Bank 

  

Solution: D 

 

The BioCarbon Fund Initiative for Sustainable Forest Landscapes (ISFL) is 

a multilateral fund, supported by donor governments and managed by the World 

Bank. 
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14. Consider the following statements regarding tigers in India: 

 

1. India is home to 70% of the tiger population in the world 

2. Tiger census is conducted for every four years in India. 

 

Which of the following statements is/are correct ? 

 

  (a)     1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

Solution: C 

• As per latest official count, India is home to 2,226 tigers, representing 70% 

of the global population of the endangered big cat species. 

• Tiger census is conducted for every four years. 

 

 

15. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Agenda 21’ 

 

1. Agenda 21 is a non-binding, voluntarily implemented action plan of the United 

Nations with regard to sustainable development. 

2. The ’21’ in Agenda 21 refers to the 21 major industrial countries of the world. 

3. It is a product of the Earth Summit (UN Conference on Environment and 

Development) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992. 

 

Which of the statement/s given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

• The ’21’ in Agenda 21 refers to the 21st century. 

• Agenda 21 is a non-binding action plan of the United Nations with regard 

to sustainable development. It is a product of the Earth Summit (UN 

Conference on Environment and Development) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 

in 1992. 
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16. Which of the following statements best describes ‘e-Green Watch? 

 

(a) It is an integrated e-governance portal facilitate the automation of the various 

processes involved in monitoring & evaluation of various projects being 

undertaken by the State CAMPA. 

(b) It is a component of IRS satellites to monitor and manage natural resources. 

(c) It is an application which helps in navigation through protected areas. 

(d) It is an electronically enabled community led protection of trees. 

  

Solution: A 

 

‘e-Green Watch’ is aimed to facilitate the automation of the various processes 

involved in monitoring & evaluation of various projects being undertaken by the State 

CAMPA. It shall empower all administrators to monitor the progress made under 

various projects that are being carried out using the CAMPA funds. 

 

The e-Green Watch shall be a web-based, user friendly system and developed with a 

view to facilitate the following: 

 

• Implementation of work-flow for various tasks involving the CAMPA Funds. 

• Automation of the routine processes. 

• Collection of the data (based on defined parameters) from the authenticated 

user and store in a database. 

• Bring in efficiency and transparency in operations by suitably harnessing IT 

enabled operations. 

• Generation of Web based reports for monitoing and evaluation. 

• Ease in preparation and compilation of voluminous reports. 

• Systematic maintenance of data leading to consistency, quality, reliability and 

transparency in the functioning. 

• Reduction in the time and effort spent in error prone manual system, redundant 

efforts at various levels. 

• Timely availability of accurate & reliable data. 

 

 

17. With reference to the ‘National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC)’, 

consider the following statements: 

 

1. It is a Central Sector Scheme. 

2. Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is the National Implementing Entity 

(NIE). 

3. The overall aim of NAFCC is to support concrete adaptation activities which 

mitigate the adverse effects of climate change. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
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  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

The National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC) is a Central 

Sector Scheme which was set up in the year 2015-16. The overall aim of NAFCC is to 

support concrete adaptation activities which mitigate the adverse effects of climate 

change. The activities under this scheme are implemented in a project mode. 

• National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) is the 

National Implementing Entity (NIE). 

• The projects related to adaptation in sectors such as agriculture, animal 

husbandry, water, forestry, tourism etc. are eligible for funding under NAFCC. 

 

 

18. Project Blue flag, recently seen in the news, is related to 

 

(a) Comprehensive development of fisheries sector in India 

(b) Cleaning and developing beaches 

(c) Holding of joint military exercises by Indian Ocean Littoral States. 

(d) Fixation of carbon in coastal ecosystems like mangroves, tidal marshes and sea 

grasses. 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

With prime objective of enhancing standards of cleanliness, upkeep and basic 

amenities at beaches, this Ministry has launched a pilot project for beach cleanup 

and development, also striving for the “Blue Flag” Certification for such identified 

beaches. 

 

 

19. ‘State of the World’s Children Report’, recently in the news, is published by 

 

(a) Child Rights and You (CRY) 

(b) The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

(c) Amnesty International 

(d) The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

https://www.unicef.org/sowc/  
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20. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Blockchain operated new debt Instrument (BONDI), the world’s first public 

bond created and managed using Block chain technology. 

2. Intermediary charges of bond issuing can be reduced through block chain 

technology. 

3. Commonwealth Bank of Australia (CBA) be the sole arranger of the bond. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

• The World Bank has priced the world’s first public bond created and managed 

using only blockchain in an A$100 million ($73.16 million) deal designed to test 

how the technology might improve decades-old bond sales practices. 

• Commonwealth Bank of Australia, the sole manager of the deal. 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-worldbank-cba-blockchain/world-bank-

launches-world-first-blockchain-bond-idUSKCN1L80DP  

 

 

21. Bathukamma Festival is a famous floral festival celebrated in the state of 

 

(a) Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh 

(b) Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand 

(c) Tamil Nadu and Kerala 

(d) Telangana and Andhra Pradesh 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Bathukamma is floral festival celebrated predominantly in Telangana 

and some parts of Andhra Pradesh. 

 

  

22. Ukraine, Georgia, Romania and Russia enclose which of the following seas ? 

 

  (a) Caspian Sea 

  (b) Black Sea 

  (c) Red Sea 

  (d) Mediterranean Sea 
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Solution: B 

 
 

 

23. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Himadri Station is India’s first Arctic research station located at Spitsbergen, 

Svalbard, Norway. 

2. Global Seed Vault is a fail-safe seed storage facility to preserve crop diversity in 

view of impending disasters and future of human race. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Indian Arctic station ‘Himadri’ is located at Ny Alesund, Spitsbergen Island, 

Norway and serves as a hub of Indian scientific investigations since 2008. 
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The Svalbard Global Seed Vault is a secure seed bank on the Norwegian 

island of Spitsbergen near Longyearbyen in the remote Arctic Svalbard archipelago, 

about 1,300 kilometres from the North Pole. It is a fail-safe seed storage facility 

to preserve crop diversity in view of impending disasters and future of human race. 

 

 

24. Consider the following statements regarding the findings of All India Rural 

Financial Inclusion Survey 2016-17: 

 

1. More than half the agricultural households in the country have outstanding 

debt. 

2. The highest incidence of indebtedness came from those owning more than two 

hectares of land. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

NABARD found that 52.5% of the agricultural households had an outstanding loan 

on the date of the survey, and thus were considered indebted. 

• While all classes of farmers had debt, the highest incidence of indebtedness 

came from those owning more than two hectares of land. In that category, 60% 

of households are in debt. 

• The biggest reason for taking loans among agricultural households was capital 

expenditure for agricultural purposes, with a quarter of all loans taken for this 

purpose. 

 

 

25. Consider the following statements 

 

1. International Land Coalition is a global alliance of civil society and inter- 

governmental organizations hosted by Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO). 

2. Adaptation for Smallholder Agriculture Programme(ASAP) is IFAD’s flagship 

programme for channeling climate and environmental finance to smallholder 

farmers. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 
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  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

The International Land Coalition (ILC) is a global alliance of over 200 civil 

society and intergovernmental organizations in 64 countries. 

• The ILC has been hosted by IFAD (The International Fund for 

Agricultural Development) since it was founded in 1995. 

• It continues to emphasize that access to land and natural resources is 

fundamental to IFAD’s efforts to reduce poverty, increase food and nutrition 

security, and strengthen resilience in rural areas. 

 

Adaptation for Smallholder Agriculture Programme (ASAP) is IFAD’s 

flagship programme for channeling climate and environmental finance to smallholder 

farmers. 

• The ASAP fund allows IFAD country programmes to design projects from a 

climate-informed perspective and leverage resources for technical assistance. 

 

 

(Day - 10) 
 

 

26. With reference to the evolution of living organisms on earth, which of the following 

is the correct sequence of evolution ? 

 

(a) Spiders-Snakes-Corals-Horses 

(b) Snakes-Spiders-Corals-Horses 

(c) Corals-Spiders-Snakes-Horses 

(d) Horses-Spiders-Snakes-Corals 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Living organisms were first evolved on seas and then moved to lands. Simple 

organisms like blue green algae, bacteria were first evolved, then it lead to corals, 

spiders and complex animals  like snakes, horses etc., 

 

 

27. Lichens, which are capable of initiating ecological succession even ona bare rock, 

are actually a symbiotic association of 

 

  (a) Fungi and mosses 

  (b) Algae and virus 

  (c) Paramecium and fungi 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  15 PRELIMS 2019 

  (d) Algae and fungi 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Lichens is a symbiotic association of Algae and Fungi. Algae provides food to 

fungus, in turn fungus provides shelter and nutrients. 

 

 

28. Seaweeds are macroscopic algae usually found in oceans. In this context, which of 

the following can be the possible benefits of it ? 

 

1. It reduces coastal eutrophication. 

2. It is a vital food for marine organism. 

3. It can be used as fertilizer for plants. 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

• All the above are the benefits of sea weeds. 

 

 

29. Who among the following heads the National Board of Wildlife in India ? 

 

(a) Minister of State, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

(b) Prime Minister 

(c) Secretary, Minister of State, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change. 

(d) Cabinet Secretary 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Prime Minister is the chairman of National Board of Wildlife. Any activity 

involving use or alteration of any part of a protected area requires approval and 

consideration of the NBWL. 
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30. Which of the following statements best describes biotic potential ? 

 

(a) It refers to the potential biomass of a population measured as dry weight per unit 

area. 

(b) It refers to the possible functional roles a species can play in an ecosystem. 

(c) It refers to the maximum reproductive capacity of an organism under optimum 

environmental conditions. 

(d) It refers to the minimum population of a species required to sustain a food web. 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Biotic potential, the maximum reproductive capacity of an organism under 

optimum environmental conditions. 

 

 

31. In India, the problem of soil erosion is associated with which of the following 

factors ? 

 

1. Terrace cultivation 

2. Deforestation 

3. Tropical climate 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Terrace cultivation results in soil conservation and tropical climate is not the 

reason for soil erosion. 

 

 

32. Consider the following statements regarding Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 

 

1. It is an additional agreement to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 

2. The protocol establishes procedures for regulating the import and export of 

living modified organism from one country to another. 

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 
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  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity is an international agreement on biosafety as a supplement to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity effective since 2003. 

• The Biosafety Protocol seeks to protect biological diversity from the potential 

risks posed by genetically modified organisms resulting from modern 

biotechnology. 

 

 

33. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Kigali amendment’ 

 

1. It amends the 1987 Montreal Protocol which aims to phase out 

Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). 

2. Kigali Agreement which aims for HFCs reduction is legally binding. 

3. Kigali is the place located in Africa. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

All the statements are correct. 

 

 

34. Consider the following statements regarding Ecologically Sensitive Areas (ESA) 

 

1. ESA is declared by using the provisions of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

2. The purpose of the declaration of ESA around protected areas is to prohibit all 

kinds of human activities in declared ESA. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Solution: D 

 

ESA is the area that is declared under the Environment Protection Act, 1986 and 

all human activities are not banned, agriculture is allowed in ESA. 

 

 

35. Match the following sets of pairs correctly 

 
Animal Found in 

 

A. Indian Gazelle 1. Garo Hills 
B. Fishing Cat 2. Sikkim 
C. Great Hornbill 3. Thar Desert 
D. Binturong 4. Ranthambhore 

Tiger Reserve 
  

Select the correct answers form the choices given below 

 

  (a) A-3, B-4, C-1, D-2 

  (b) A-4, B-1, C-2, D-3 

  (c) A-1, B-2, C-3, D-4 

  (d) A-3, B-1, C-2, D-4 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

 

36. Which of the following organisms are common pollinating agents in flowering 

Plants ? 

 

1.  Bat 

2. Bees 

3. Wasp 

4. Ants 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 2 and 4 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 

Solution: D 
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37. Which of the following species are critically endangered ? 

 

1. Namdapha Flying Squirrel 

2. Malabar Civet 

3. Siberian Crane 

4. Gharial 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 and 4 only 

  (b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

All the above species are critically endangered. 

 

 

38. Consider the following statements with regard to Olive Ridley turtles 

 

1. They are found in warm waters of the Pacific and Indian oceans. 

2. They are herbivores and thrive exclusively on algae and sea grasses. 

3. Odisha coast is one of the largest mass nesting site in the world. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

The olive ridley is predominantly carnivorous, especially in immature stages of the 

lifecycle. Animal prey consists of protochordates or invertebrates, which can be caught 

in shallow marine waters or estuarine habitats. 

• Common prey items of Olive Ridely Turtle include jellyfish, tunicates, sea 

urchins, bryozoans, bivalves, snails, shrimp, crabs, rock lobsters, and 

sipunculid worms. 
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39. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Mangroves for the Future (MFF) is a unique partner-led initiative to promote 

investment in coastal ecosystem conservation for sustainable development. 

2. MFF conservation habitats includes all types of coastal ecosystem, such as coral 

reefs, estuaries, lagoons, sandy beaches, sea grasses and wetlands. 

3. It is purely research body and doesn’t offer small, medium and large grants to 

support mangrove conservation initiatives. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 3 only 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Mangroves for the Future (MFF) is a unique partner-led initiative to promote 

investment in coastal ecosystem conservation for sustainable development. Co-

chaired by IUCN and UNDP, MFF provides a platform for collaboration among the 

many different agencies, sectors and countries which are addressing challenges to 

coastal ecosystem and livelihood issues. 

• Mangroves are the flagship of the initiative, but MFF is inclusive of all types of 

coastal ecosystem, such as coral reefs, estuaries, lagoons, sandy beaches, sea 

grasses and wetlands. 

• The MFF grants facility offers small, medium and large grants to support 

initiatives that provide practical, hands-on demonstrations of effective coastal 

management in action. 

 

https://www.mangrovesforthefuture.org/who-we-are/about/who-we-are/  

 

 

40. Match List –I (National Park) with List –II and select the correct answer by using 

the codes given below. 

 
LIST –I LIST –II 

 

A. Bandipur 
National Park 

I. Chhattisgarh 

B. Balphakram 
National Park 

II. West Bengal 

C. Gorumara 
National Park 

III. Meghalaya 

D. Indravati 
National Park 

IV. Karnataka 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

 A B C D 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

IV 
I 
I 
IV 

III 
II 
IV 
III 

I 
III 
III 
II 

II 
IV 
II 
I 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

41. If a wetland of international importance is brought under the ‘Montreux Record’, 

what does it imply ? 

 

(a) Changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring or are likely to occur 

in the wetland as a result of human interference 

(b) The country in which the wetland is located should enact a law to prohibit any 

human activity within five kilometres from the edge of the wetland 

(c) The survival of the wetland depends on the cultural practices and traditions of 

certain communities living in its vicinity and therefore the cultural diversity 

therein should not be destroyed 

(d) It is given the status of ‘World Heritage Site’ 

 

 

Solution: A     

 

 

42. The International Consortium on Combatting Wildlife Crime (ICCWC) is a 

collaboration between 

 

1. CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species) Secretariat 

2. TRAFFIC (The Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network) 

3. INTERPOL 

4. World Customs Organisation 

5. World Bank 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

  (c) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: B 
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ICCWC is the collaborative effort of five inter-governmental organizations 

working to bring coordinated support to the national wildlife law enforcement 

agencies and to the sub-regional and regional networks that, on a daily basis, act in 

defense of natural resources. The ICCWC partners are 

 

1. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora (CITES) Secretariat, 

2. INTERPOL, 

3. the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 

4. the World Bank and 

5. the World Customs Organization. 

 

This powerful alliance was formally established in 2010 in St. Petersburg, Russia 

during the International Tiger Forum. 

 

ICCWC’s mission is to strengthen criminal justice systems and provide coordinated 

support at national, regional and international level to combat wildlife and forest 

crime to ensure perpetrators of serious wildlife and forest crime will face a formidable 

and coordinated response. 

 

 

43. ‘SAWEN’, is the South Asian equivalent of 

 

  (a) IUCN 

  (b) TRAFFIC 

  (c) UNFCCC 

  (d) World Water Council 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

SAWEN, a Regional network is comprised of eight countries in South Asia: 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 

Lanka. 

• It aims at working as a strong regional inter¬governmental body for combating 

wildlife crime by attempting common goals and approaches for combating 

illegal trade in the region. 

 

 

44. The ‘CarbFix’ project in Iceland, recently in the news, aims to 

 

(a) Accelerate the pace of fixation of inorganic carbon into organic compounds by 

using living organisms. 

(b) Fix atmospheric carbon dioxide into stone. 

(c) Utilise carbon dioxide present in air for the purpose of enhanced oil recovery. 

(d) Accelerate the naturally occurring process of carbon mineralisation in peridotite 

rocks 
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Solution: B 

 

The world’s first negative emissions plant under the CarbFix Project to turn 

atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) into stone has begun operations in Hellisheidi, 

Iceland. It is intended to lock away carbon dioxide by reacting it with basaltic rocks. 

Work on the project began in 2007. 

• CarbFix Project: In it, the CO2 is captured from ambient air, bound to water, 

and sent to more than 700 meters underground. 

 

 

45. Consider the following statements regarding National Productivity Council 

 

1. NPC is an autonomous organisation established by Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry. 

2. Asian Productivity Organization (APO) is non-political, non-profit regional 

intergovernmental organization. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

NPC is a national-level autonomous organization under the administrative 

control of the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion to promote 

productivity culture in India. 

 

Established as a registered society in 1958 by the Government of India, it is a 

tripartite non-profit organization with equal representation from the government, 

employers and workers’ organizations, apart from technical and professional 

institutions including members from local productivity councils and chamber of 

commerce on its Governing Body. 

 

The Asian Productivity Organization (APO) was established on 11 May 1961 as 

a regional intergovernmental organization. The APO is non-political, non-profit, and 

non-discriminatory. India is founding member of it. 

 

 

46. With reference to Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP), 

consider the following statements 
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1. The uniform license under HELP will enable the contractor to explore 

conventional as well as unconventional oil and gas resources like shale gas and 

tight gas and gas hydrates under a single license. 

2. Under HELP, marketing freedom for the crude oil and natural gas produced is 

ensured. 

3. HELP replaces revenue sharing model with profit sharing model. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

The uniform licence will enable the contractor to explore conventional as well as 

unconventional oil and gas resources including CBM, shale gas/oil, tight gas and gas 

hydrates under a single license. 

 

HELP policy also provides for only marketing freedom for crude oil and natural gas 

produced from these blocks. 

 

Present fiscal system of profit sharing based on Investment Multiple and cost 

recovery /production linked payment will be replaced by a easy to administer 

revenue sharing model. 

 

 

23. Consider the following statements regarding Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 

 

1. BIMSTEC is a political, economic and security alliance of South and South-

Eastern Asian countries. 

2. Last summit of BIMSTEC was held in Nepal. 

3. Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project is implemented by BIMSTEC 

connecting eastern Indian seaport of Kolkata with Sittwe seaport of Myanmar. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  25 PRELIMS 2019 

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) is a regional organization comprising seven Member States lying in 

the littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous regional 

unity. 

 

• BIMSTEC is NOT a political, economic and security alliance. 

• Last summit (Fourth Summit) was held in Nepal on August, 2018 

 

SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organization) is a political, economic and security 

alliance. 

 

Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project is implemented by Indian 

government (NOT BIMSTEC) connecting eastern Indian seaport of Kolkata with 

Sittwe seaport of Myanmar. 

 

 

48. Which of the following is/are included in the list of the Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity ? 

 

1. Nuvroz 

2. Silambam 

3. Kalbelia 

4. Yoga 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity : 

 

S.No. ICH Element Year of Inscription 

1. Tradition of Vedic chanting 2008 

2. 
Ramlila, the traditional performance of 
the Ramayana 

2008 

3. Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 2008 

4. 
Ramman, religious festival and ritual 
theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas, India 

2009 
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5. 
Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance 
drama of Kerala 

2010 

6. 
Kalbelia folk songs and dances of 
Rajasthan 

2010 

7. Chhau dance 2010 

8. 

Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation 
of sacred Buddhist texts in the trans 
Himalayan Ladakh region, Jammu and 
Kashmir, India 

2012 

9. 
Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and 
dancing of Manipur 

2013 

10. 
Traditional brass and copper craft of 
utensil making among the Thatheras of 
Jandiala Guru, Punjab, India 

2014 

11. Yoga 2016 

12. 
Nawrouz, Novruz, Nowrouz, Nowrouz, 
Nawrouz, Nauryz, Nooruz, Nowruz, 
Navruz, Nevruz, Nowruz, Navruz 

2016 

13. Kumbh Mela 2017 

 

 

49. Which of the following lakes is not designated as Ramsar wetland sites in India ? 

 

  (a) Kolleru Lake 

  (b) Pulicat Lake 

  (c) Sambhar Lake 

  (d) Rudrasagar Lake 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Pulicat lake is not designated as Ramsar wetland. 

 

 

50. With reference to the ‘Central Zoo Authority (CZA)’, consider the following 

statements: 

 

1. It was established under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

2. It is a statutory body under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 
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  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Central Zoo Authority was established as a statutory body under the Ministry 

of Environment & Forests by the Government of India in the year 1992. 

• Section 38 A to 38 J was added to the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 for 

establishment of the Central Zoo Authority in India. 

 

 

(Day – 11) 
 

 

51. The same face of the Moon is always presented to the Earth. Why ? 

 

(a) Revolution period of the moon is equal to the rotation period of the Earth. 

(b) Moon doesn’t rotate around its own axis and remains stationary. 

(c) Moon revolves around the Earth at the same speed as it rotates around its own 

axis. 

(d) Both Moon and Earth has same rotational speed. 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

52. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Area of Pacific Ocean is almost equal to area of all other oceans combined. 

2. More diversity of landforms can be observed in oceans than continents. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Although Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean than other oceans, its area is far 

lesser than all other oceans area combined. 
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• Continental slope, Guyots, Trenches and other landforms can be observed in 

the ocean which is far diverse than the continents. 

 

 

53. Consider the following pairs: 

 
Ocean current  Region 

 

1. Oyashio : Indian Ocean 
2. Benguela : North Atlantic 

Ocean 
3. Peruvian : Pacific Ocean 

 

Which of the above given pair is correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

• Oyashio current – Pacific Ocean 

• Benguela current – South Atlantic Ocean 

 

 

54. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Yellow sea separates China and Korean Peninsula. 

2. Sea of Japan separates Japan and China. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only. 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2. 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2. 

 

 

Solution: A 
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55. Planets in the solar system are broadly classified into Terrestrial and Jovian 

Planets. In this context, consider the following statements: 

 

1. Terrestrial Planets are relatively larger in size when compared to Jovian 

Planets. 

2. Terrestrial Planets were formed in close vicinity of the Sun, while Jovian planets 

were formed at relatively distant 

3. Terrestrial Planets has lost most of its earlier atmosphere due to solar wind, 

while similar phenomenon is not been observed in Jovian Planets. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Terrestrial planets like Mercury, Venus and Earth are relatively smaller 

than the bigger Jovian planets like Jupiter, Saturn and Uranus. 

• Terrestrial planets are closer to Sun and most of their early atmosphere is 

wiped out due to intense solar storm. 

• Terrestrial planets are made up of solid rock whereas Jovian planets are 

gaseous in nature. 
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56. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Annual range of temperature is greater in the Pacific Ocean than that in the 

Atlantic Ocean. 

2. Annual range of temperature is greater in the Northern Hemisphere than that 

in the Southern Hemisphere. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

• Annual range temperature is relatively low in larger ocean. 

• Annual range temperature is relatively high in Northern hemisphere due 

to continental influence (Large land area in Northern hemisphere w.r.t 

southern hemisphere). 

 

57. Normally, Earthquakes causes irreparable damage to life and property. In this 

context, what are the immediate hazardous effects of Earthquake ? 

 

1. Ground Shaking 

2. Soil Liquefaction 

3. Fires 

4. Avalanches 

5. Tsunami 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 

 

  (a) 1, 4 and 5 only 

  (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

  (d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

 

Solution: D 
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58. Which of the following pair is not correctly matched ? 

 
Geographical Feature  Region 

 

(a) Downs Grassland : South Eastern Australia 
(b) Katanga Plateau : Bolivia 
(c) Rocky Mountains : Western parts of U.S.A 
(d) Guiana Highlands : Northern parts of South America 

 

                                

Solution:  B 

 

• Katanga plateau is present in Africa, Bolivia is present in South America. 

 

 

59. In geological history of the earth, Panthalasa was a 

 

(a) Super Ocean present in Paleozoic to Mesozoic transition. 

(b) Super Ocean present in Pre – Cambrian Era 

(c) Super Continent present in Pre – Cambrian Era 

(d) Super Continent present in Paleozoic to Mesozoic transition. 

 

 

Solution:  A 

 

• Panthalasa is a super ocean present in Paleozoic to Mesozoic transition. 
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60. A team of scientists at National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research has 

found large reserves of oil and natural gas in Arctic Ocean. In this context, which of 

the following countries surrounds Arctic Ocean ? 

 

1. Russia 

2. Norway 

3. Japan 

4. Unites States of America 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Arctic Ocean surrounded by following countries. 

 
 

 

61. Planet Earth is largely composed of Iron. Out of the remaining elements, the 

largest proportion is 

 

  (a) Nickel 

  (b) Magnesium 

  (c) Oxygen 

  (d) Silicon 

 

 

Solution: C 
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Composition of Earth as a whole:   Iron > Oxygen > Silicon > Magnesium > Sulfur. 

 

 

62. Which one of the following factors is responsible for the change in the regular 

direction of the ocean currents in the Indian Ocean ? 

 

(a) Indian ocean is half an ocean 

(b) Indian ocean has monsoon drift 

(c) Indian ocean is a land-locked ocean 

(d) Indian ocean has greater variation in salinity 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

Normally, ocean currents are under the greater influence of prevailing winds. Indian 

Ocean currents are largely under the influence of monsoon – A seasonal reversal of 

winds. 

 

 

63. Consider the following statements 

 

1. International Date Line is an absolute straight line which passes through the 

Bering Strait. 

2. International Date Line is one where date changes by exactly one day when it 

crossed. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

• International Date Line (IDL) is not a straight line like Greenwich Meridian. 

 

• One who crosses the IDL gains or losses the day. If he/she cross towards 

eastwards gains one day (Towards Alaska). If he/she crosses towards 

westwards losses one day (Towards Fiji or New Zealand). 

 

• Easy to remember: During 2017 New Year Celebration, few people celebrated 

new year in New Zealand at first and flew to California to celebrate it once again. 

 

 

 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  34 PRELIMS 2019 

64. Consider the following pairs: 

 
Geographical Feature  Region 

 

1. 38th Parallel : Separates North and 
South Korea 

2. Strait of Malacca : Connects Bay of Bengal 
and East China sea 

3. Strait of Gibraltar : Connects 
Mediterranean sea and 
Red sea 

                                               

Which of the above pair is correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Strait of Malacca connects Bay of Bengal and South China Sea and 

Strait of Gibraltar connects Mediterranean and Atlantic Ocean. 

 

  

65. Which of the following best describes the ‘Marine upwelling’ ? 

 

(a) Periodic rise and fall of the ocean once or twice in a day. 

(b) Rise in the sea level due to the global warming. 

(c) Rise of deep cold water towards the surface of the ocean. 

(d) Storm surges hitting the coast due to cyclonic activity. 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

For more info: https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/upwelling.html  

 

 

66. Consider the following statements regarding Earthquakes and Volcano. 

 

1. Earthquake normally occurs along with the volcanoes. 

2. Volcanoes only occur where ocean crust collides with continental crust. 

3. Volcanoes are one of the best source of sulfur. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 
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  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Earth quakes are usually associated with volcanoes, since both are related to plate 

movements. 

 

Volcanoes can also happen with ocean-ocean crust collision. Best example is South 

East Asian Archipelago. 

• Volcanoes are one of the best source of sulfur, which is not abundant on other 

continental landforms. 

 

 

67. In addition to gravitational force, which of the following process can bring 

dynamic changes on earth’s crust ? 

 

1. Electromagnetic radiation 

2. Biological activity 

3. Running Water 

4. Weathering 

5. Volcanism 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 3, 4 and 5 only 

  (b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (c) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

  (d) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

• All will bring dynamic changes on the earth. 

 

 

68. Consider the following statements regarding Orion spacecraft 

 

1. Orion will serve as the exploration vehicle that will carry the crew to space, 

provide emergency abort capability, and sustain the crew during the space 

travel. 

 

2. Orion spacecraft is built to take humans farther than they’ve ever gone before. 

 

3. Orion will launch on Space-X new heavy-lift rocket, the Falcon Heavy. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1, 2 and 3 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1 and 2 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

NASA’s Orion spacecraft is built to take humans farther than they’ve ever gone 

before. Orion will serve as the exploration vehicle that will carry the crew to space, 

provide emergency abort capability, sustain the crew during the space travel, and 

provide safe re-entry from deep space return velocities. 

 

Orion will launch on NASA’s new heavy-lift rocket, the Space Launch System. 

 

 

69. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Swedish Parliament established Stockholm International Peace Research 

Institute 

2. The first five biggest spending countries accounts for 60% of the total military 

expenditure in the world. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

The Swedish Parliament established the Institute in 1966 with the legal status of 

an independent foundation.  SIPRI is an independent international institute 

dedicated to research into conflict, armaments, arms control and disarmament. 

• The first five biggest spending countries like US, China, Saudi Arabia, 

Russia and India accounts for 60% of the total military expenditure in the 

world. 

 

 

70. Which of the following countries have signed The Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

Action with Iran in 2015 ? 

 

1. U.S.A 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  37 PRELIMS 2019 

2. U.K 

3. Germany 

4. China 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 4 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 1. 2, 3 and 4 

  (d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

On July 14, 2015, the P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, and 

the United States), the European Union (EU), and Iran reached a Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action (JCPOA) to ensure that Iran’s nuclear program will be exclusively 

peaceful. 

 

 

71. BepiColombo’, recently in the news, is 

 

(a) A joint mission to Mercury between European Space Agency and Japan 

Aerospace Exploration Agency 

(b) A CNRS (French National Centre for Scientific Research) and IISc (Indian 

Institute of Science) joint project dedicated to solar and heliospheric physics 

(c) NASA’s successor to the Hubble Space Telescope 

(d) ISRO’s proposed exploratory mission to Jupiter’s icy moon Europa. 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

BepiColombo is a joint mission between ESA and the Japan Aerospace Exploration 

Agency (JAXA), executed under ESA leadership. It will set off in 2018 on a journey 

to the smallest and least explored terrestrial planet in our Solar System. 

• When it arrives at Mercury in late 2025, it will endure temperatures in excess 

of 350 °C and gather data during its 1 year nominal mission, with a possible 1-

year extension. 

 

 

72. Consider the following pairs 

 
Military Exercise  Countries 

Involved 
 

1. Nomadic Elephant : India –  Malaysia 
2. SLINEX : India – Sri Lanka 
3. YUDH ABHYAS : India – UK 
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Which of the pairs given above is/are matched ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) 1 only 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

India, Sri Lanka joint naval exercise SLINEX-2018 was recently held at 

Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. 

 

Indo-Mongolia joint exercise Nomadic Elephant-2018, commenced today at 

Mongolian Armed Forces (MAF) Five Hills Training Area, Ullanbaatar, Mongolia with 

a brief but impressive opening ceremony. 

 

INDO-US joint military exercise Yudh Abhyas 2018 was conducted in the 

foothills of Himalayas at Chaubattia in Uttarakhand. It is the 14th edition of the joint 

military exercise hosted alternately by both countries. 

 

 

73. The world’s first hydrogen-powered train is rolled out by 

 

  (a) China 

  (b) Japan 

  (c) Germany 

  (d) South Korea 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Germany has rolled out the world’s first hydrogen-powered train. 

 

How do they operate? 

• Hydrogen trains are equipped with fuel cells that produce electricity 

through a combination of hydrogen and oxygen, a process that leaves 

steam and water as the only emissions. Excess energy is stored in ion 

lithium batteries on board the train 

 

 

74. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Programme for International Student Assessment was introduced in the year 

2000 by World Economic Forum 

2. It tests the technical ability of post graduates in selected universities. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

PISA is assessment test for 15-year-olds, organised every three years by Organisation 

for Economic Cooperation Development (OECD), Paris, France. 

 

• It was started in 2000 with about 43 states participating, and its latest edition 

in 2015 saw participation from 73 countries including China and Vietnam. 

• PISA measures student performance in mathematics, reading, and science and 

even innovative subjects like collaborative problem-solving and money literacy. 

 

 

75. Which of the following countries are designated as Nuclear Weapon State under 

Non-Proliferation Treaty ? 

 

(a) US, China and Russia only 

(b) US, China, Russia, UK, France and Japan only 

(c) US, China, Russia France and UK only 

(d) US, China, Russia, Pakistan and India only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Five countries are considered to be nuclear-weapon States (NWS) under the 

terms of the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). 

In order of acquisition of nuclear weapons these are: the United States, Russia (the 

successor state to the Soviet Union), the United Kingdom, France, and China. 

 

 

(Day – 12) 
 

 

76. Which of the following statement best describes ‘Doldrums’ ? 

 

(a) High pressure area in subtropical region where westerlies originate. 

(b) Belt of calm region in equatorial region where prevailing trade winds meet. 

(c) Tropical region in Indian ocean where cyclone often originate. 

(d) Frigid zone of the earth where there is little atmospheric circulation. 
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Solution: B 

 

 

77. With reference to Aurora or Northern lights, consider the following statements: 

 

1. Auroras are the glowing lights at high latitude. 

2. Auroras can be normally observed in stratosphere. 

3. Change in the atmospheric temperature cause Auroras. 

 

Which of the above statement is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: B                                                           

 

An aurora, sometimes referred to as polar lights, northern lights (aurora borealis) or 

southern lights (aurora australis), is a natural light display in the Earth’s sky, 

predominantly seen in the high latitude regions (around the Arctic and Antarctic). 

 

Auroras are produced when the magnetosphere is sufficiently disturbed by the solar 

wind. It usually occur in upper atmosphere (thermosphere/exosphere) due to Earth’s 

magnetic field. 

 

 

78. Consider the following pairs: 

 
Region often in news  Country/Sea 

 

1. Golan Heights : Iraq 
2. Spratly and Parcel 

island 
: South China Sea 

3. Rakhine state : Bangladesh 

                                 

Which of the above pair is not correctly matched ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: A 
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79. Warm moist summer, cool dry winter, great annual temperature range, rainfall 

throughout the year are the characteristic feature of which type of climate ? 

 

  (a) Hot, Wet Equatorial climate 

  (b) Sudan climate 

  (c) British type climate 

  (d) China type climate 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

80. With reference to the temperate cyclones, which of the following statements is/are 

correct ? 

 

1. They flow in west to east direction. 

2. They often come under the influence of westerlies. 

3. They have swift and unpredictable movement. 

4. Western disturbances in India is due to temperate cyclone. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 2 and 4 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Westerlies are not swift as tropical cyclone and their direction can be predicted. 

 

 

81. Which of the following is incorrectly matched ? 

 
Local winds  Origin 

 

(a) Zonda : Alps 
(b) Loo : Aravallis 
(c) Chinook : Rockies 
(d) Bora : Adriatic Sea 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Zonda is a local wind blows in Andes Mountain range. 
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82. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Roaring forties are the westerlies lies between 40N to 50N latitude in Northern 

hemisphere. 

2. Horse latitudes are the low pressure and low temperature zone in 25-35 north 

and south latitude. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

• Roaring forties are exist in Southern Hemisphere, not in Northern 

Hemisphere. 

• Horse latitudes are high temperature and high pressure belts. 

 

 

83. What is the correct sequence of occurrence of the countries in Eastern coast of 

Africa as one proceeds from South to North ? 

 

1. Mozambique 

2. Tanzania 

3. Kenya 

4. Somalia 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 

  (a) 3-2-1-4 

  (b) 1-2-3-4 

  (c) 2-1-4-3 

  (d) 2-3-1-4 

 

 

Solution: B 
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84. Temperature inversion is usually observed during winter nights. What would be 

the effects of it ? 

 

1. Formation of fog and frost 

2. Brings atmospheric stability to certain extent. 

3. It may damage the standing crop 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

All the above statements are correct. 

 

 

85. Westerlies in southern hemisphere are stronger and persistent than in northern 

hemisphere. Why ? 

 

1. Southern hemisphere has less landmass as compared to northern hemisphere. 

2. Coriolis force is higher in southern hemisphere as compared to northern 

hemisphere. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Land mass influence/obstructs the flow of winds. Northern hemisphere has larger 

landmass than southern hemisphere. 

 

Coriolis force remains constant in both the hemisphere. 

 

 

86. Like tropical cyclones, Tornados also cause devastating effect on life and material 

property. How tornedos are different from tropical cyclones ? 

 

1. Tornadoes originate over land, while cyclone originate on water. 

2. Tornadoes forms on relatively larger area than tropical cyclone. 

3. Tornadoes mostly occur in middle latitude, while tropical cyclone occur in 5 to 

25 north south latitude. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) 1 and 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Tornadoes forms in relatively smaller area compare to tropical cyclones. 

All other statements are correct regarding tornadoes. 

 

 

87. Tropical monsoon type of climate feeds about 50% of Asia. Which of the following 

regions in the world have this type of climate ? 

 

1. Central America 

2. West coast of Europe 

3. Western parts of South America 

4. East coast of Africa 
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Select the correct answer using the code given below 

 

  (a) 1 and 2 only 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 4 only 

  (d) 3 and 4 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Central America and East coast of Africa has tropical monsoon type of climate. 

 

88. Earth experiences highest temperatures in the subtropics of the northern 

hemisphere rather than at the equator. Why ? 

 

(a) Subtropical areas have longer day hours in the summer than the equatorial 

region. 

(b) Subtropical areas have an enhanced greenhouse effect compare to equatorial 

areas. 

(c) Subtropical areas are nearer to the oceanic areas than the equatorial locations. 

(d) Subtropical areas tend to have less cloud cover than equatorial areas. 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

 

89. “Found only in the Northern hemisphere, predominant vegetation is evergreen 

coniferous forest, relatively inaccessible, still remain as pristine forest vegetation”. 

Which of the following climatic region is described in above passage ? 

 

(a) Temperate continental type of climate 

(b) Polar climate 

(c) Siberian climate 

(d) Laurentian climate 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

 

90. Through which of the groups of countries does the Tropic of Cancer Passes 

 

(a) India, Pakistan, Oman and Saudi Arabia 

(b) India, Pakistan, Iran and Iraq 

(c) India, Oman, UAE and Saudi Arabia 

(d) India, Oman, Yemen and Iran 
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Solution: C 

 

Tropic of cancer passes through the countries highlighted in Yellow color. 

 
 

 

91. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Cyclones originate at the area of low pressure, while anticyclones originate at 

high pressure area. 

 

2. Cyclones brings stability in the atmosphere, while anticyclones bring instability 

in the prevailing region. 

 

3. Cyclones direction is anticlockwise in southern hemisphere, while anticyclones 

takes anti-clockwise direction in the same hemisphere. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 and 3 only 

  (d) 3 only 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

• Cyclone brings instability in the atmosphere and its direction is clockwise in 

southern hemisphere. Anticyclone has opposite features to it. 
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92. Consider the following statements regarding UN Security Council. 

 

1. UNSC recommends the admission of new Members to UNGA. 

2. Kuwait, Dominican Republic, Poland are present non-permanent members of 

UNSC. 

3. More than 60 United Nations Member States have never been Members of the 

Security Council. 

4. A State which is a Member of the United Nations but not of the Security Council 

may participate, with right to vote, in its discussions when the Council considers 

that country’s interests are affected. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 4 only 

  (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

  (d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

More than 60 United Nations Member States have never been Members of the Security 

Council. 

• A State which is a Member of the United Nations but not of the Security Council 

may participate, without a vote, in its discussions when the Council considers 

that country’s interests are affected. 

• Both Members and non-members of the United Nations, if they are parties to a 

dispute being considered by the Council, may be invited to take part, without a 

vote, in the Council’s discussions; the Council sets the conditions for 

participation by a non-member State. 

 

https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/current-members  

 

 

93. Consider the following statements. 

 

1. Common Services Centre (CSC) programme is an initiative of the Ministry of 

Electronics & IT (MeitY). 

2. The CSCs would provide high quality and cost-effective video, voice and data 

content and services, in the areas of e-governance, education, health, 

telemedicine, entertainment as well as other private services. 

3. The CSC, a cornerstone of E-governance initiative was approved by the 

Government of India under Digital India Programme. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 and 3 only 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/current-members


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  48 PRELIMS 2019 

  (b) 2 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 2 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Common Services Centre (CSC) programme is an initiative of the Ministry of 

Electronics & IT (MeitY), Government of India. CSCs are the access points for 

delivery of various electronic services to villages in India. 

 

The CSC is a strategic cornerstone of the National e-Governance Plan (NeGP), 

approved by the Government in May 2006, as part of its commitment in the National 

Common Minimum Programme to introduce e-governance on a massive scale. 

 

The CSCs would provide high quality and cost-effective video, voice and data content 

and services, in the areas of e-governance, education, health, telemedicine, 

entertainment as well as other private services. 

 

 

94. Consider the following statements regarding Zero-Budget Natural Farming 

(ZBNF) 

 

1. The word ‘Zero Budget’ in ZBF refers to farming practice without using any 

credit, and without spending any money on purchased inputs. 

2. ZBNF was first evolved in Tamil Nadu. 

3. Karnataka to become India’s first Zero Budget Natural Farming state. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

ZBNF was first evolved in Karnataka. 

 

Andhra Pradesh to become India’s first Zero Budget Natural Farming state. 

 

Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) is a set of farming methods, and also a 

grassroots peasant movement, which has spread to various states in India. It has 

attained wide success in southern India, especially the southern Indian state of 

Karnataka where it first evolved.  The movement in Karnataka state was born out of 

collaboration between Mr Subhash Palekar, who put together the ZBNF practices, and 
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the state farmers association Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha (KRRS), a member of La 

Via Campesina (LVC). 

 

 

95. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Pradhan Mantri LPG Panchayat organised by the Ministry of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas with an aim to provide a platform for LPG consumers to interact 

with each other, promote mutual learning and share experiences. 

 

2. Each LPG Panchayat has about 1000 LPG customers coming together, near 

their living areas, to discuss safe and sustainable usage of LPG, its benefits and 

the link between clean fuel for cooking and women’s empowerment. 

 

3. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas intends to conduct 5 lakh such 

Panchayats across India before March 31, 2019. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 2 only 

  (d) 1 only 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

The LPG Panchayat was organised by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 

Gas with an aim to provide a platform for LPG consumers to interact with each other, 

promote mutual learning and share experiences. Each LPG Panchayat has about 100 

LPG customers coming together, near their living areas, to discuss safe and sustainable 

usage of LPG, its benefits and the link between clean fuel for cooking and women’s 

empowerment. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas intends to conduct 1 lakh 

such Panchayats across India before March 31, 2019. 

 

 

96. Consider the following statements 

 

1. The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons is an UN led coalition 

working to promote adherence to and full implementation of the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

 

2. Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Brunei Darussalam are the 

founding members of ASEAN. 

 

3. Consumer Confidence Survey is conducted by Advertising Standards Council of 

India 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 and 3 only 

  (b) 1 and 2 only 

  (c) 3 only 

  (d) None 

 

 

Solution: D 

 

The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons is a global civil 

society coalition working to promote adherence to and full implementation of the 

Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. The campaign helped bring 

about this treaty. 

 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand are the founding 

members of ASEAN. 

 

Consumer Confidence Survey is conducted by RBI. 

 

 

97. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Companies registered under the Indian Companies Act, 2013 with large and 

widespread retail outlets can be engaged as Banking Correspondent by 

commercial banks. 

 

2. MSME Pulse, a quarterly report on the MSME sector is brought out by SIDBI 

in a joint endeavor with TransUnion CIBIL. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?title=Banking_Correspondent_(BC)  

 

MSME Pulse, a quarterly report on the MSME sector is brought out by SIDBI in a 

joint endeavor with TransUnion CIBIL. 
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98. Consider the following statements regarding Department of Official Language 

 

1. It is a department under Ministry of Culture 

2. It has the nodal responsibility for all matters relating to the progressive use of 

Hindi as the Official language of the Union. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 2 only 

  (c) Both 1 and 2 

  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

Solution: B 

 

• With a view to ensuring compliance of the constitutional and legal provisions 

regarding official language and to promote the use of Hindi for the official 

purposes of the Union, the Department of Official Language was set up in June 

1975 as an independent Department of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

• Since then, this Department has been making efforts for accelerating the 

progressive use of Hindi for the official purposes of the Union. 

 

 

99. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Model Code of Conduct will come into force immediately on announcement of 

the election schedule by the Election Commission of India. 

2. Model code of conduct is enforced under the provisions of Representation of 

the People Act, 1951. 

3. The Election Commission issued the code for the first time in 2004 general 

election. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 1 only 

  (b) 3 only 

  (c) 1, 2 and 3 

  (d) 1 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: A 

 

Model Code of Conduct are the guidelines issued by the Election Commission 

of India for conduct of political parties and candidates during elections mainly with 

respect to speeches, polling day, polling booths, election manifestos, processions and 

general conduct. It aims to ensure free and fair elections. 
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Model Code of Conduct will come into force immediately on announcement of 

the election schedule by the commission. The Code remains in force till the end 

of the electoral process. 

 

Code does not have any specific statutory basis. It has only a persuasive effect. It 

contains what is known as “rules of electoral morality”. But this lack of statutory 

backing does not prevent the Commission from enforcing it. 

 

The Commission issued the code for the first time in 1971 (5th Election) and revised it 

from time to time. This set of norms has been evolved with the consensus of political 

parties who have consented to abide by the principles embodied in the said code and 

also binds them to respect and observe it in its letter and spirit. 

 

 

100. Consider the following statements 

 

1. Animal Welfare Board of India was initially within the jurisdiction of Ministry 

of Food and 

2. Zonal councils have been established by the Parliament to promote interstate 

cooperation and coordination. 

3. Defence Secretary heads the Defence Acquisition Council. 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

 

  (a) 2 only 

  (b) 1 and 3 only 

  (c) 1 and 2 only 

  (d) 2 and 3 only 

 

 

Solution: C 

 

Animal Welfare board was established in 1962 under Section 4 of The 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, the Animal Welfare Board of India 

is a statutory advisory body advising the Government of India on animal welfare laws, 

and promotes animal welfare in the country of India. 

• The Board was initially within the jurisdiction of the Government of India’s 

Ministry of Food and Agriculture. In 1990, the subject of Prevention of Cruelty 

to Animals was transferred to the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 

where it now resides. 

 

To counter corruption and speed up decision- making in military procurement, the 

government of India in 2001 decided to set up an integrated Defence Acquisition 

Council (DAC). It is headed by the Defence Minister. 

• The objective of the DAC is to ensure expeditious procurement of the 

approved requirements of the Armed Forces, in terms of capabilities sought, 

http://www.insightsactivelearn.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.insightsonindia.com/


www.insightsactivelearn.com   Insights IAS 

www.insightsonindia.com  53 PRELIMS 2019 

and time frame prescribed, by optimally utilizing the allocated budgetary 

resources. 

• The DAC is responsible to give policy guidelines to acquisitions, based on 

long-term procurement plans. It also clears all acquisitions, which includes 

both imported and those produced indigenously or under a foreign 

license. 

 

Zonal councils have been established by the Parliament to promote interstate 

cooperation and coordination. Zonal councils are statutory bodies established 

under the States Re-organization Act 1956 and not constitutional bodies. 
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