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Candidates preparing for the competitive exams understand that People and Environment is one of the most important sections of the paper 1 syllabus. Below mentioned are all the People and Environment notes required to complete the section in a comprehensive manner.
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The value of People and Environment in Competitive Examinations is enormous. This is the most critical part of both Written Exam & Interview. Aspirants should study in depth to understand the significance of People and Environment for Objective Exams. In fact, all the questions in exams are framed around current affairs & People and Environment. Questions are not asked directly for current news and information in the exam. Questions are framed by combining current affairs with practical knowledge. The primary motive behind this type of strategy is to check the ability of correlation a candidate can make to the fact.









People, Development and Environment




This unit deals with people, development and envi- ronment. Thus, the foremost thing is to get familiar- ized with the basic defi nitions. Population is a near permanent group of interbreeding individuals of a species found in a space or geographical area at a particular point. It is called local population or deme. Metapopulation is a complex of local populations con- nected by dispersing individuals.




The main factors affecting population are as follows:




1. Natality (birth rate) 




2. Mortality (death rate) 




3. Population dispersal (emigration, immigration and migration) 




4. Age distribution (pre-reproductive, reproductive and post-reproductive) 




5. Population growth rate 




6. Carrying resources mainly food, water, space and there are limited resources to support all life forms.









Population density is the number of individuals divided by space (such as per square km). The term environment is derived from the French word environner. It means ‘to surround’. According to the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, environment includes all the physical and biological surroundings of an organism and their interactions. Environment is defined as the sum of water, air and land, and the interrelationships that exist among them and with the human beings, other living organisms and materials.









The flora, fauna, microorganisms and the man- made structures in our surroundings have a bidirec- tional interaction with us, either directly or indirectly. The totality of all these components and their interac- tions constitute the environment. Air, water and land constitute our environment and influence us directly. We too exert an influence on our environment due to overuse or over exploitation of resources or due to dis- charge of pollutants in air, water and land.









In context of relation between people and environ- ment, the following concepts developed:




Environmental determinism: It developed in 19th century Europe, a belief that environment determines how a culture develops. For example, white European nations believed that people from warmer climates were lazier because they did not have to work as hard to survive.




Environmental possibilism: It developed in the first half of the 20th century. It is the belief that the environment puts limits on people, but it does not determine how they will behave.
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