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1) Indrasaurus wangi sometimes seen in the 

news recently is a/an 

a.  Paravian Dinosaur 

b.  Ancient Lizard species 

c.  Dolphin native to River Indus 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : b 

A team of researchers has recently 

discovered a new specimen of a microraptor 

-- volant dromaeosaurid Microraptor 

zhaoianus -- with the remains of a nearly 

complete lizard preserved in its stomach. 

The researchers have named the lizard after 

Lord Indra. 

The lizard is unlike any previously known 

from the Cretaceous and represents a new 

species- Indrasaurus wangi. 

The name Indrasaurus was inspired by a 

Vedic legend in which the god Indra was 

swallowed by a dragon during a great battle 

(the dragon here referring to Microraptor). 

2) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Blue Flag Programme 

1. It is an eco-label awarded to beaches, 

marinas, and sustainable boating tourism 

operators. 

2. It is jointly operated under the 

auspices of the International Maritime 

Organisation and UN-Oceans. 

3. Shivrajpur and Bhogave beaches are 

the only beaches in India that have attained 

the Blue Flag.   

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : a 

The iconic Blue Flag is one of the world’s 

most recognised voluntary eco-labels 

awarded to beaches, marinas, and 

sustainable boating tourism operators. 

The Blue Flag Programme for beaches and 

marinas is run by the international, non-

governmental, non-profit organisation FEE 

(the Foundation for Environmental 

Education). 

In order to qualify for the Blue Flag, a series 

of stringent environmental, educational, 

safety, and accessibility criteria must be met 

and maintained. 

Japan and South Korea are the only 

countries in South and South-Eastern Asia to 

have Blue Flag beaches.  

The Union Environment Ministry has 

recently selected 12 beaches in India to vie 

for a ‘Blue Flag’ certification. 

3) Which of the following tribe(s) is/are not 

belonging to the state of Sikkim? 

1. Bhutia 



 

 

2. Lepcha 

3. Limboo 

4. Tamang 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

a.  4 only 

b.  1 and 4 only 

c.  1, 2 and 4 only 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : d 

List of Tribes in Sikkim: 

1. Bhutia (including Chumbipa, 

Dopthapa, Dukpa, Kagatey, Sherpa, Tibetan, 

Tromopa, Yolmo) 

2. Lepcha 

3. Limboo 

4. Tamang 

A proposal for reservation of seats for 

Limboo and Tamang communities in Sikkim 

Legislative Assembly is under consideration 

of the Government of India. 

4) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Van Mitra Portal 

1. It is an online portal launched by the 

Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

2. It acts as a platform for citizens to 

report poaching and illegal trade of forest 

resources. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : d 

The Madhya Pradesh government has 

recently began organising gram sabhas in 

villages to consider afresh rejected claims of 

Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest 

dwellers to forest land rights under the 

Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006. 

To streamline the application process and 

deal with the bulk of claims, the State has 

also launched an online application system, 

Van Mitra, in the Hoshangabad district on a 

pilot basis. 

5) FinSpy sometimes seen in the news 

recently is a 

a.  Bio capsule 

b.  Spyware virus 

c.  Vaccine for TB 

d.  Disinfectant resistant Pathogen 

Answer : b 

FinSpy is the latest version of spyware virus 

designed to track nearly every interaction on 

a mobile device. 

FinSpy collects data from instant 

messengers—even if they are using 

encryption programs—such as Russian 



 

 

developed messaging app Telegram, 

Facebook’s WhatsApp, Skype, Signal, 

China’s WeChat and BlackBerry 

Messenger. 

It can work both on iOS and Android 

devices. 

6) With respect to Related Party 

Transactions (RPT), consider the following 

statements 

1. These are transactions that a 

company does with parties related to it. 

2. In India, Related Party Transactions 

are banned under the Companies Act, 2013. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

Related Party Transactions are just that — 

transactions that a company does with 

parties related to it. 

So, if Company A buys goods or services 

from its director X, it counts as an RPT. 

In RPTs, there is a risk that the related party 

may be favoured with terms that could harm 

the interests of the company’s shareholders. 

For instance, if Company A rents office 

premises from Y, a relative of its director X, 

and pays higher than market rent in a 

sweetheart deal, it helps Y and indirectly X, 

but harms shareholders of Company A. 

That said, RPTs need not always be bad for 

a company’s shareholders. 

In many cases, RPTs make commercial and 

operational sense for the company. 

So, the Companies Act has not banned RPTs 

but instead laid down safeguards to be 

followed. 

As a result, RPTs, in general, need the 

approval of the company’s Board of 

Directors and the Audit Committee.  

7) With respect to Merchant Discount Rate 

(MDR), consider the following statements: 

1. It is the sum total of all the charges 

and taxes that a digital payment entails. 

2. It is alternatively referred to as the 

Transaction Discount Rate (TDR). 

3. Budget 2019-20 has proposed to levy 

zero MDR for all merchants and as well as 

Customers.  

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  3 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 

Merchant Discount Rate (alternatively 

referred to as the Transaction Discount Rate 



 

 

or TDR) is the sum total of all the charges 

and taxes that a digital payment entails. 

For instance, the MDR includes bank 

charges, which a bank charges customers 

and merchants for allowing payments to be 

made digitally. 

Similarly, MDR also includes the processing 

charges that a payments aggregator has to 

pay to online or mobile wallets or indeed to 

banks for their service. 

Finance Minister, in the Union Budget 

2019-20 has proposed that no charges or 

Zero Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) will 

be imposed on customers as well as 

merchants. 

The payments industry has raised concerns 

over the Budget proposal to levy zero MDR 

on all merchants and has said it will lead to 

the collapse of the payments acquiring 

industry. 

8) How is the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 

(PSLV) different from the Geosynchronous 

Satellite Launch Vehicle(GSLV)? 

1. PSLV is designed mainly to deliver 

the earth-observation or remote-sensing 

satellites, whereas the GSLV is designed 

mainly to deliver the communication-

satellites. 

2. PSLV does not have enough power 

to carry heavier satellites, whereas GSLV 

can carry heavier payloads. 

3. PSLV does not have enough power 

to go deeper into space, whereas GSLV can 

travel deeper into space.  

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 

PSLV is designed mainly to deliver the 

“earth-observation” or “remote-sensing” 

satellites with lift-off mass of up to about 

1750 Kg to Sun-Synchronous circular polar 

orbits of 600-900 Km altitude. 

The GSLV is designed mainly to deliver the 

communication-satellites to the highly 

elliptical (typically 250 x 36000 Km) 

Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). 

PSLV does not have enough power to carry 

heavier satellites, or to go deeper into space. 

GSLV can carry heavier payloads and travel 

deeper into space.  

9) Which one of the following best describes 

the term Trade Deficit? 

a.  It occurs when the total expenditures 

exceed the revenue that it generates 

b.  It occurs when a country's exports exceed 

its imports 

c.  It is a part of fiscal deficit indicating the 

difference in interstate trade 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : d 



 

 

A trade deficit is an economic measure of 

international trade in which a country's 

imports exceed its exports. 

A trade deficit represents an outflow of 

domestic currency to foreign markets. 

It is also referred to as a negative balance of 

trade (BOT). 

Trade Deficit = Total Value of Imports – 

Total Value of Exports 

10) Consider the following statements with 

respect to El Nino 

1. It is a condition wherein the surface 

waters in the equatorial Pacific Ocean, off 

the coast of South America, become 

unusually warm. 

2. It is known to suppress rainfall in 

India during the monsoon months. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

incorrect? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : d 

El Nino is a condition wherein the surface 

waters in the equatorial Pacific Ocean, off 

the coast of South America, become 

unusually warm. 

Its opposite condition, when it becomes 

unusually cold, is termed, La Nina. 

The two conditions influence weather events 

worldwide, including the Indian monsoon. 

El Nino is known to suppress rainfall during 

the monsoon months. 

 

11) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin 

Sanctuary (VGDS) 

1. It is the only dolphin sanctuary in 

India. 

2. It is located in Bihar on the Ganga 

River.  

3. National Water Way – 1 passes 

through this sanctuary. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 

The Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin 

Sanctuary (VGDS), from Sultanganj to 

Kahalganj on the Ganga in Bihar is the only 

dolphin sanctuary in the country. 

The Sultanganj-Kahalgaon stretch of 

National Waterway-1 passes through this 

sanctuary. 

12) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Investigation Tracking System for 

Sexual Offences (ITSSO)  



 

 

1. It is an analytics tool that aims to 

monitor and track time-bound investigation. 

2. It is a part of the Crime and Criminal 

Tracking Network and System (CCTNS). 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

In February 2019, the Home Ministry 

launched an analytics tool — Investigation 

Tracking System for Sexual Offences 

(ITSSO) to monitor and track time-bound 

investigation. 

It is part of the Crime and Criminal Tracking 

Network and System (CCTNS) that 

connects over 15,000 police stations across 

the country. 

ITSSO analysis has recently found out that 

nearly half of sex offence cases not being 

investigated in time. 

13) Global Multidimensional Poverty Index 

(MPI) 2019 Report was published recently 

by which of the following? 

a.  World Economic Forum 

b.  UN Inter Agency Group 

c.  Oxford Poverty and Human Development 

Initiative 

d.  Both B and C 

Answer : c 

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) 

and the Oxford Poverty and Human 

Development Initiative (OPHI) has recently 

released the global Multidimensional 

Poverty Index (MPI) report for 2019. 

It has found that Jharkhand has made the 

fastest improvement among Indian states in 

reducing poverty. 

14) Consider the following with respect to 

Rewa Power Project 

1. It is Asia’s largest solar power 

project. 

2. It is located in the state of 

Maharashtra. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

In Madhya Pradesh, continuous rain has 

damaged Asia's largest solar Power project 

in Rewa. 

The damage was caused after heavy rain 

triggered a mudslide. 

As per the estimates, this project has 

suffered a loss of more than Rs 20 crores by 

rain. 



 

 

15) Orchids of India: A pictorial guide was 

recently published by which of the 

following? 

a.  Ministry of Earth Sciences 

b.  Ministry of Science and Technology 

c.  Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers 

d.  Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change 

Answer : d 

Orchids of India: A Pictorial Guide, a 

publication detailing all the species of India 

was unveiled recently by the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

16) Match the following: 

1. Lithophyte – a. plants growing on 

another plant including those growing on 

rock boulders 

2. Terrestrial – b. plants growing on 

land and climbers 

3. Mycoheterotrophic – c. plants which 

derive nutrients from mycorrhizal fungi that 

are attached to the roots of a vascular plant 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

a.  1-a; 2-b; 3-c 

b.  1-b; 2-a; 3-c 

c.  1-c; 2-b; 3-a 

d.  1-a; 2-c; 3-b 

Answer : a 

Orchids can be broadly categorised into 

three life forms: 

1. Epiphytic (plants growing on another 

plants including those growing on rock 

boulders and often termed lithophyte) 

2. Terrestrial (plants growing on land 

and climbers) 

3. Mycoheterotrophic (plants which 

derive nutrients from mycorrhizal fungi that 

are attached to the roots of a vascular plant) 

17) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Non Communicable Diseases 

1. About 61 per cent of deaths in India 

were attributed to Non Communicable 

Diseases (NCDs), including cancer, 

tuberculosis and diabetes.  

2. Almost 23 per cent are at risk of 

premature death due to Non Communicable 

Diseases. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 

Tuberculosis is a communicable disease. 

18) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Epiphytes 



 

 

1. These are plants growing on other 

plants and derive its nutrition source from 

the supporting plant. 

2. The occurrence of epiphytic orchids 

decreases with the increase in altitude. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 

Orchids can be broadly categorised into 

three life forms: 

1. Epiphytic (plants growing on another 

plants including those growing on rock 

boulders and often termed lithophyte) 

2. Terrestrial (plants growing on land 

and climbers) 

3. Mycoheterotrophic (plants which 

derive nutrients from mycorrhizal fungi that 

are attached to the roots of a vascular plant) 

Epiphyte, also called air plant or Lithophyte, 

are any plant that grows upon another plant 

or object merely for physical support. 

Epiphytes have no attachment to the ground 

or other obvious nutrient source and are not 

parasitic on the supporting plants. 

The epiphytic orchids are abundant up to 

1800m above the sea level and their 

occurence decreases with the increase in 

altitude. 

19) “NotPetya” sometimes seen in the news 

recently is a 

a.  Ransomware 

b.  Crypto currency 

c.  Hydrogen Car 

d.  Super Computer 

Answer : a 

20) Operation Vijay is associated with 

which of the following? 

a.  Annexation of Goa (1961) 

b.  Annexation of Hyderabad (1948) 

c.  Indo-Pakistan war of (1971) 

d.  Pokhran –I nuclear test (1974) 

Answer : a 

Operation Vijay (1961) refers to the 

annexation of Goa by the Indian 

Government from the Portuguese forces. 

Commemorating the 20th anniversary of 

'Operation Vijay (1999)', defence minister 

Rajnath Singh has recently ignited a 'victory 

flame’ from the National War Memorial. 

Operation Vijay, wherein brave soldiers of 

the Indian Army overcame seemingly 

insurmountable odds, hostile terrain, 

weather, and a determined enemy occupying 

dominating heights, to win the Kargil war. 

21) Consider the following statements. 

1. Aadhaar number can be used as a 

proof of identity of a person, only by 

authentication. 



 

 

2. The UIDAI can decide whether an 

entity can use Aadhaar or not. 

3. The fees and revenue collected by 

the UIDAI goes to the Consolidated Fund of 

India 

Which of the following are true according to 

the recent changes brought through the 

Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 

2019? 

a.  1 Only 

b.  2 Only 

c.  3 Only 

d.  None of the statements is true 

Answer : b 

The Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) 

Bill, 2019 was recently passed in the 

Parliament. 

Under the Bill, an individual may 

voluntarily use his/her Aadhaar number to 

establish his/her identity, by authentication 

or offline verification. [Authentication – 

submitting Aadhaar number and biometric 

or demographic information to the Central 

Identities Data Repository. Offline 

verification - other modes specified by the 

Unique Identification Authority of India 

(UIDAI)] 

The existing Act allowed State or a 

corporate entity under any law to use 

Aadhaar. Under the Amendment Bill, the 

UIDAI can make a decision on entities using 

AADHAAR. 

The Amendment Bill provides for a 

dedicated Unique Identification Authority of 

India Fund, which will receive all fees and 

revenue collected by the UIDAI. Earlier, it 

goes to the Consolidated Fund of India. 

22) Which of the following statement(s) 

is/are correct? 

1. The Union Cabinet has approved a 

new definition for child pornography in its 

amendments to the POCSO Act 

2. Child pornography is already defined 

in Section 67 of the IT Act and Section 293 

of the IPC (on sale, etc., of obscene objects 

to young person) 

  

a.  1 Only 

b.  2 Only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

The Union Cabinet has approved 

amendments in POCSO Act to make 

punishment more stringent for sexual crimes 

against children. 

Neither Section 67 of the IT Act nor Section 

293 of the Indian Penal Code defines child 

pornography. 

The Union Cabinet has approved a new 

definition for child pornography. 

In line with the Women and Child 

Development Ministry’s initiative on zero 

tolerance to child pornography, the Cabinet 

has approved a new definition for child 

pornography. 



 

 

Under this, any visual depiction of sexually 

explicit conduct involving a child will be 

punishable. 

These include photographs, video, digital or 

computer generated image indistinguishable 

from an actual child and an image created, 

adapted or modified but appear to depict a 

child. It will also apply to animated content 

depicting children and where adults pretend 

to be children. 

23) The Eradi Tribunal was set up to 

reassess availability and sharing of water in 

connection with 

a.  Mahadayi river dispute 

b.  Satluj-Yamuna Link canal issue 

c.  Mullaperiyar dam dispute 

d.  Zangmu dam issue 

Answer : b 

A recent Supreme Court order asked Punjab, 

Haryana and Centre to sort out SYL (Satluj-

Yamuna Link canal) issue amicably. 

Apart from Ravi and Beas, Satluj and 

Yamuna are two major rivers that flow 

through Punjab and Haryana. The dispute is 

about water sharing between two states 

depending on agriculture, with Punjab 

saying it has no water to spare. 

The Eradi Tribunal headed by Supreme 

Court Judge V Balakrishna Eradi was set up 

to reassess availability and sharing of water 

in SYL. The tribunal gave its verdict in 

1987. However, the dispute is still 

unresolved. 

Mahadayi river dispute - Karnataka and Goa 

Mullaperiyar dam dispute - Kerala and 

Tamil Nadu 

Zangmu dam issue - India-China; a dam 

built by China on the Brahmaputra river 

near Zangmu in Tibet 

24) ‘Operation Thirst’ is an initiative of the 

a.  Ministry of Railways 

b.  Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change 

c.  Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation 

d.  Ministry of Rural Development 

Answer : a 

‘Operation Thirst’ is an all India drive 

initiated by the Ministry of Railways, 

recently. 

The objective is to curb the menace of 

unauthorized PDW (packaged drinking 

water) in Railway premises. 

25) Anti-defection law is dealt with in the 

constitution in the 

a.  7th Schedule 

b.  8th Schedule 

c.  9th Schedule 

d.  10th Schedule 

Answer : d 

Anti-defection Law appeared in news 

recently in connection with political 

developments in Karnataka, Goa and some 

other states. 



 

 

The anti-defection law is contained in the 

10th Schedule of the Constitution. 

It was passed through the Constitution 52nd 

Amendment Act, 1985 and came into effect 

the same year. 

26) Which of the following comes under the 

applications of facial recognition 

technology? 

1. Payments 

2. Access and security 

3. Criminal identification 

4. Advertising 

5. Healthcare 

a.  1, 2, and 3 Only 

b.  2 and 3 Only 

c.  4 and 5 Only 

d.  All of the above 

Answer : d 

The National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB) recently released a Request for 

Proposal for an Automated Facial 

Recognition System (AFRS) to be used by 

police officers 

Facial recognition is the process of 

identifying or verifying the identity of a 

person using their face. It captures, analyzes 

and compares patterns based on the person's 

facial details. The artificial intelligence 

technology used for pattern-finding and 

matching, in this regard, is called “neural 

networks”. 

The AFRS, being implemented by the 

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), is 

a component of Crime and Criminal 

Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS). 

All of the areas given above could be 

benefited with facial recognition technology. 

In advertisement field, the FaceTech helps 

companies recognise certain demographics 

(age and gender), and facilitates marketers 

and advertisers better targeting. In 

healthcare, it helps medical professionals 

identify illnesses by looking at a patient’s 

features and better streamlining of 

appointment process. 

27) The International Cooperation Scheme 

is related to which of the following 

Ministry? 

a.  Ministry of External Affairs 

b.  Ministry of Human Resource 

Development 

c.  Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises 

d.  Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change 

Answer : c 

The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) is implementing the 

International Cooperation (IC) Scheme. 

The objective is to enhance the competency 

of MSMEs, capturing new markets for their 

products, exploring new technologies for 

improving manufacturing capacity, etc. 

Under it, financial assistance is provided on 

reimbursement basis to the eligible 



 

 

State/Central Government Organisations and 

Registered Industry Associations, societies 

/trusts associated with promotion and 

development of MSME sector. 

28) Consider the following statements on 

Worker safety code Bill. 

1. Worker safety code Bill subsumes 

existing laws regarding minimum wages and 

other workers’ remuneration issues. 

2. It would apply to all establishments 

with 10 or more workers. 

3. It is the first of the four proposed 

codes that aim to merge 44 labour laws. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are not 

correct? 

a.  1 and 2 Only 

b.  1 and 3 Only 

c.  2 and 3 Only 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : b 

The Union Cabinet recently approved the 

Code on Wages Bill and the Worker safety 

code Bill. 

The Worker safety code Bill seeks to merge 

13 labour laws into one code on 

occupational safety, health and working 

conditions. 

It is the Code on Wages Bill that subsumes 

existing laws regarding minimum wages and 

other workers’ remuneration issues as part 

of the efforts to improve ease of doing 

business. 

Worker safety code Bill would apply to all 

establishments with 10 or more workers. 

Worker safety code Bill is the second of four 

proposed codes that aim to merge 44 labour 

laws. The first is the Code on Wages Bill. 

29) Which of the following is correct 

regarding the Central Pollution Control 

Board (CPCB)? 

1. The CPCB was constituted under the 

Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 

Act. 

2. The CPCB was entrusted with the 

powers and functions under the Air 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act. 

a.  1 Only 

b.  2 Only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

The CPCB recently pulled up 52 companies 

for not specifying a timeline or a plan to 

collect the plastic waste that results from 

their business activities. 

Both statements are right. 

The Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB) is a statutory organisation 

constituted in 1974 under the Water 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1974. 

Further, CPCB was entrusted with the 

powers and functions under the Air 



 

 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1981 

30) Consider the following statements on 

Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS). 

1. PLFS measures employment every 3 

months in urban areas and once a year in 

both rural and urban areas. 

2. The quarterly survey only captures 

data classed as current weekly status (CWS), 

while the annual survey measures both the 

usual status and CWS. 

3. The National Sample Survey Office 

(NSSO) under the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation conducts the 

survey. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

  

a.  1 and 2 Only 

b.  2 and 3 Only 

c.  1 and 3 Only 

d.  All the statements are correct 

Answer : d 

PLFS is a recent initiative aimed at 

generating estimates of various labour force 

indicators. All the given statements are 

correct. 

 

31) ASRAAM which recently appeared in 

news is a 

 

a.  welfare mission for the destitute 

b.  short range air to air missile 

c.  Russian submarine 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : b 

The Indian Air Force (IAF) is set to test-fire 

ASRAAM from the Russian Su-30 MKI and 

the Anglo-French Jaguar aircraft by the end 

of this year (2019). 

 

ASRAAM is the British Advanced Short 

Range Air-to-Air Missile (ASRAAM). 

It is a Within-Visual-Range (WVR) 

dominance weapon with a range of over 25 

km. 

It accepts target information via aircraft 

sensors, such as radar or helmet-mounted 

sight, but can also act as an autonomous 

infrared search and track system. 

32) Consider the following statements with 

regards to locusts. 

 

Locusts are related to grasshoppers, and the 

two insects behave in the same manner 

although they look differently. 

A swarm of locusts (locusts in large groups) 

entering from East Asian countries is getting 

to be a menace in North-East India. 

Locust swarms are harmful to environment 

and human beings. 



 

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 Only 

c.  3 Only 

d.  2 and 3 Only 

Answer : c 

Locusts are a certain species of short-horned 

grasshoppers. 

Locusts are related to grasshoppers, and the 

two insects look similar but behave 

differently. While lifestyle being much like 

grasshoppers, locusts have another 

behavioral phase called the gregarious 

phase. When environmental conditions 

produce many green plants and promote 

breeding, locusts can congregate into thick, 

mobile, ravenous swarms (dense groups). 

There has been an incursion of desert locusts 

in Rajasthan and Gujarat from areas 

bordering Pakistan, recently. They emerged 

from Sudan and Eritrea on Africa's Red Sea 

Coast and travelled through Saudi Arabia 

and Iran to enter Pakistan. 

Locust swarms devastate crops and cause 

major agricultural damage and associated 

human misery such as famine and 

starvation. 

33) Consider the following statements on 

Central Apprenticeship Council. 

 

The Central Apprenticeship Council is a 

statutory body 

The council functions under the Ministry of 

Labour and Employment 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are 

correct? 

 

a.  1 Only 

b.  2 Only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor2 

Answer : a 

The 36th Central Apprenticeship Council 

meet was held recently. 

 

The Central Apprenticeship Council (CAC) 

is an apex statutory body under the 

Apprentices Act, 1961. 

The Ministry of Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship (MSDE) organizes the 

meetings of the Central Apprenticeship 

Council (CAC). 

The council aims to meet the aspirations of 

the Indian youth who strive to gain on-the-

job training and secure better opportunities 

for employment. 

Minister of State for Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship is the Vice Chairman of 

the council. 

Other members of the council include - 



 

 

representatives of the Establishment in the 

PSUs, Private Sector 

representatives from Central Ministries and 

State /UT Governments 

persons having special knowledge and 

experience on the matters relating to 

industries, labour 

representatives of the All India Council of 

Technical Education and UGC 

34) Kharchi Puja is a festival observed in the 

state of 

 

a.  Odisha 

b.  Tripura 

c.  Nagaland 

d.  Kerala 

Answer : b 

Kharchi Puja, a centuries-old Puja, was 

recently inaugurated in Tripura’s erstwhile 

capital Puran Habeli. 

The seven-day Kharchi Puja is an annual 

festival meant to cleanse the sins of mortal 

souls. 

Originally a Hindu tribals' festivity, it is now 

observed by all communities and religions. 

The worship starts with the dipping of 14 

deities in the Howrah river, followed by the 

sacrifice of 108 animals in the presence of 

hundreds of thousands of devotees, all at 

government expense. 

35) Consider the following statements on 

measles. 

 

Sri Lanka is the fifth country in WHO’s 

Southeast Asia region to eliminate measles 

India leads the South Asian region in 

eradicating measles 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are not 

correct? 

 

a.  1 Only 

b.  2 Only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 

The WHO has recently declared the 

elimination of measles from Sri Lanka. 

 

Sri Lanka is the fifth country in WHO’s 

Southeast Asia region to eliminate measles. 

The other four countries are Bhutan, 

Maldives, DPR Korea and Timor-Leste. 

India has still a long way to go in 

eradicating measles. The concerns with and 

mistrust in vaccines is a huge challenge in 

this process. The Delhi High Court, in 2018, 

had put on hold a vaccination campaign, 

citing lack of parental consent. 

Measles is a deadly childhood infection 

(sometimes in adults) and a serious and 

highly contagious disease. It can cause 



 

 

debilitating or fatal complications, including 

encephalitis, severe diarrhoea and 

dehydration, pneumonia, ear infections and 

permanent vision loss. 

36) Hayabusa2 spacecraft was launched by 

 

a.  Russian Aviation and Space Agency or 

the Roscosmos State Corporation 

b.  NASA 

c.  European Space Agency 

d.  Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 

Answer : d 

Hayabusa2 spacecraft was launched by 

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, or 

JAXA. 

JAXA recently confirmed that Hayabusa2 

spacecraft successfully landed on a distant 

asteroid and collected underground samples 

(soil sample). 

Hayabusa2 is the first to successfully collect 

underground soil samples from an asteroid. 

The asteroid is named Ryugu, after an 

undersea dragon palace in a Japanese 

folktale. It is about 300 million kilometers 

(180 million miles) from Earth. 

The achievement comes ahead of a similar 

mission planned by the US's NASA team at 

another asteroid. 

37) Which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

 

Corporate bonds are debt securities issued 

by both private and public corporations 

A corporate bond does not involve an 

ownership interest in the company, unlike 

when one purchases a company's equity 

stock 

a.  1 Only 

b.  2 Only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

In Budget 2019, the Finance Minister has 

announced fresh measures to boost the 

development of India’s corporate bond 

market. 

 

Corporate bonds are debt securities issued 

by private and public corporations to raise 

money for a variety of purposes. 

A buyer buys a corporate bond, and lends 

money to the "issuer" i.e. the company that 

issued the bond, and gets periodical returns 

as interest until the principal amount is paid 

at a specified maturity date. 

Notably, a corporate bond does not involve 

an ownership interest in the company. This 

is unlike the case when one purchases the 

company's equity stock, which involves 

ownership terms. 

38) Which of the following statement(s) 

is/are not correct? 

 



 

 

Art 370 allows the Jammu and Kashmir 

legislature to define the list of ‘permanent 

residents’ of the state 

Article 35A provides temporary, transitional 

and special status to Jammu and Kashmir 

a.  1 Only 

b.  2 Only 

c.  Neither 1 nor 2 

d.  Both 1 and 2 

Answer : d 

Article 35A allows the Jammu and Kashmir 

legislature to define the list of ‘permanent 

residents’ of the state. It was added to the 

constitution through the Constitution 

(Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 

1954, a presidential order. 

Art 370 provides temporary, transitional and 

special status to Jammu and Kashmir. 

Recently, the government has informed the 

Parliament that no foreign government or 

organisation had any locus standi in 

repealing Article 370. The reply came in 

response to a question on whether repeal of 

these articles in any way violate UN 

regulations or any international obligation of 

the country. 

 

39) Diamond Harbour is a port located in the 

state of - 

 

a.  West Bengal 

b.  Maharashtra 

c.  Odisha 

d.  Tamil Nadu 

Answer : a 

The Diamond Harbour in West Bengal is 

located at the mouth of river Hooghly. 

It was recently in news as it recorded the 

maximum sea level increase, among the 

major ports in India. Diamond Harbour is 

followed by Kandla port in Gujarat, Haldia 

in West Bengal, and Port Blair on South 

Andaman Island. 

Chennai and Mumbai recorded a sea level 

rise far below the global and the national 

averages. 

40) The Rohingya, often seen in news, is 

 

a.  A tribal community in Cambodia 

b.  A majorly Buddhist group in Myanmar 

c.  An Indo-Aryan ethnic group 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : c 

Former U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-

moon recently expressed concern over risks 

of monsoon floods threatening the lives of 

Rohingya refugees in camps in Bangladesh. 

 

Rohingya are an Indo-Aryan ethnic group, 

largely comprising Muslims, who 

predominantly live in the Western Myanmar 

province of Rakhine. 



 

 

They speak a dialect of Bengali, as opposed 

to the commonly spoken Burmese language. 

Though they have been living in the South 

East Asian country for generations, 

Myanmar considers them as persons who 

migrated to their land during the Colonial 

rule. So, it has not granted Rohingyas full 

citizenship. Sectarian violence between 

Rohingyas and Rakhine’s Buddhist natives 

began flaring up in 2012. 

Thousands of Rohingya have been fleeing 

Myanmar, many of whom are moving to 

Bangladesh and India, which is leading to a 

refugee crisis. 

41) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Start up Village Entrepreneurship 

Program 

1. It aims to support entrepreneurs in 

rural areas to set up local enterprises. 

2. It is a sub component of Deendayal 

Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM). 

3. It was implemented by the Ministry 

of Rural Development. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 

Start up Village Entrepreneurship Program 

aims to support entrepreneurs in rural areas 

to set up local enterprises. 

SVEP is a sub component of Deendayal 

Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) of the 

Ministry of Rural Development.  

42) Plan Bee sometimes seen in the news 

recently is a/an 

a.  Project aimed to safeguard Elephants 

b.  Alternative plan to combat Climate 

Change 

c.  Scheme to promote Apiculture in rural 

areas 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : a 

Plan Bee, an amplifying system imitating 

the buzz of a swarm of honey bees to keep 

wild elephants away from railway tracks has 

recently earned the Northeast Frontier 

Railway (NFR) the best innovation award in 

Indian Railways for the 2018-19 fiscal. 

43) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Walled city of Jaipur 

1. It is an exceptional example of a late 

medieval trade town in South Asia and 

defined new concepts for a thriving trade 

and commercial hub. 

2. The historic walled city of Jaipur in 

Gujarat was founded in 1727 AD under the 

patronage of Sawai Jai Singh II. 

3. It has been recently inscribed as the 

UNESCO’s World Heritage Site. 



 

 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : c 

The Walled City of Jaipur, known for its 

iconic architectural legacy and vibrant 

culture, has recently made its entry into the 

UNESCO’s World Heritage Site list.  

The historic walled city of Jaipur in 

Rajasthan, was founded in 1727 AD under 

the patronage of Sawai Jai Singh II. 

It serves as the capital city of the culturally-

rich state of Rajasthan. 

In town planning, it shows an interchange of 

ancient Hindu, Mughal and contemporary 

Western ideas that resulted in the form of 

the city. 

44) Helicobacter Pylori is a bacterium 

resides in the human stomach. It can cause 

which of the following in humans? 

a.  Ulcers 

b.  Gastritis 

c.  Stomach Cancers 

d.  All of the above 

Answer : d 

The bacterium Helicobacter Pylori resides in 

the human stomach can cause ulcers, 

gastritis and stomach cancers. 

A recent study has found that these cancer 

causing gut bacteria is developing antibiotic 

resistance to the three commonly used 

antibiotics such as Metronidazole, 

Levofloxacin and Clarithromycin. 

45) With respect to Payments Council of 

India, consider the following statements: 

1. It is an umbrella organization 

responsible for all retail payments in India.  

2. It is an autonomous organisation 

works under the aegis of Reserve Bank of 

India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : d 

The Payments Council of India was formed 

under the aegis of Internet and Mobile 

Association of India (IAMAI) in the year 

2013 catering to the needs of the digital 

payment industry. 

The Council was formed inter-alia for the 

purposes of representing the various 

regulated non-banking payment industry 

players, to address and help resolve various 

industry level issues and barriers which 

require discussion and action. 



 

 

PCI works closely with the regulators i.e. 

RBI, Finance Ministry, etc. 

National Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI), an umbrella organisation for 

operating retail payments and settlement 

systems in India, is an initiative of Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) and Indian Banks’ 

Association (IBA) under the provisions of 

the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 

2007, for creating a robust Payment & 

Settlement Infrastructure in India. 

46) With respect to Credit Rating Agencies, 

consider the following statements: 

1. They are statutory bodies established 

under the Credit Rating Agencies 

Regulations Act, 1999. 

2. Credit rating agencies in India are 

regulated by Reserve Bank of India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : d 

All the credit rating agencies in India are 

regulated by Securities and Exchange Board 

of India (SEBI) Credit Rating Agencies 

Regulations, 1999 of the Securities and 

Exchange Board of India Act, 1992. 

The government is considering a slew of 

reforms to separate their review and rating 

approval functions to ensure there is no 

conflict of interest. 

47) Consider the following statements: 

1. It is located in the state of Himachal 

Pradesh. 

2. It cuts through the Pir Panjal Range. 

3. It links Manali and Leh by road. 

Identify the pass that correctly matches with 

the above description? 

a.  Zoji la 

b.  Nathu La 

c.  Banihal La 

d.  Rohtang Pass 

Answer : d 

In the given options, Rohtang pass is the 

only pass located in Himachal Pradesh. 

48) Which of the following are Plantation 

crops? 

1. Arecanut 

2. Cashew 

3. Rubber 

4. Cocoa 

5. Oil Palm 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

a.  1 and 3 only 

b.  4 and 5 only 



 

 

c.  1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Answer : d 

The major plantation crops include: 

1. Coconut 

2. Arecanut 

3. Oil palm 

4. Cashew 

5. Tea 

6. Coffee 

7. Rubber 

8. Cocoa(minor plantation crop) 

49) Which of the following is/are Credit 

Rating Agencies recognised in India? 

1. Brickwork Ratings 

2. India Rating and Research Pvt. Ltd 

3. Credit Analysis and Research limited 

4. Credit Rating Information Services 

of India Limited 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  3 and 4 only 

c.  2, 3 and 4 only 

d.  1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer : d 

There are a total of six credit agencies in 

India viz, 

1. ICRA Limited 

2. Brickwork Rating 

3. India Rating and Research Pvt. Ltd 

4. Credit Analysis and Research limited 

(CARE) 

5. Credit Rating Information Services 

of India Limited (CRISIL) 

6. Small and Medium Enterprises 

Rating Agency of India (SMREA) 

The government is considering a slew of 

reforms to separate their review and rating 

approval functions to ensure there is no 

conflict of interest. 

  

  

50) With reference to the Special officer for 

linguistic minorities, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The reports of Special officer for 

linguistic minorities are placed before the 

Parliament by the President. 

2. The procedure for removal of 

Special officer for linguistic minorities is 

provided in the Constitution. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 



 

 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

The Constitution does not specify the 

qualifications, tenure, salaries and 

allowances, service conditions and 

procedure for removal of the Special officer 

for linguistic minorities. 

51) What is the main objective of Utkarsh 

2022 sometimes seen in the news recently? 

a.  To clean the most polluted rivers in the 

state of Uttarakhand by 2022 

b.  To improve regulation and supervision of 

the Reserve Bank of India 

c.  To promote Uttarkashi as one of the top 

tourist destination around the world 

d.  It is a three year action plan to eradicate 

Acute Encephalitis Syndrome in the state of 

Uttar Pradesh  

Answer : b 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board has 

recently finalised a three- year roadmap to 

improve regulation and supervision, among 

other functions of the central bank (RBI). 

This medium term strategy — named 

Utkarsh 2022 — is in line with the global 

central banks’ plan to strengthen the 

regulatory and supervisory mechanism. 

52) The Global Study on Homicide 2019 

was published recently by which of the 

following organisations? 

a.  UN Office on Drugs and Crime 

b.  UN Human Rights Council 

c.  UN Relief and Work Agency 

d.  Amnesty International 

Answer : a 

The Global Study on Homicide 2019 was 

published recently by the UN Office on 

Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

Asia, which accounts for 60% of the global 

population, recorded the lowest rate of 

homicide in 2017 with only 2.3 killings per 

1,00,000 people while the Americas had the 

highest homicide rate, according to the UN 

report. 

53) Gliese 3470 b sometimes seen in the 

news recently refers to a/an 

a.  Star 

b.  Comet 

c.  Black Hole 

d.  Exo-planet 

Answer : d 

Two NASA telescopes — Hubble and 

Spitzer, joined their (metaphorical) 

telescope hands for the first time to seek out 

chemical 'fingerprints' of an exoplanet 12.6 

times the size of Earth. 

The planet in question, called Gliese 3470 b, 

is not in our solar system, which is why it is 

called an 'exo-planet'. 

Gliese 3470 b is almost a cross between 

planets Earth and Neptune and has a large, 

rocky core. 



 

 

Scientists thought this planet would have 

heavier elements like oxygen and carbon, 

too, but its atmosphere is dominated with 

hydrogen and helium, much closer in 

composition to the Sun. 

54) With respect to Foreigners Tribunal, 

consider the following statements: 

1. They are quasi-judicial bodies. 

2. Under the tribunal, the onus of 

proving one’s nationality lies upon such 

person. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

The Foreigners’ Tribunals are quasi-judicial 

bodies meant to “furnish opinion on the 

question as to whether a person is or is not a 

foreigner within the meaning of Foreigners 

Act, 1946”. 

Section 9 of the Foreigners Act says that 

“the onus of proving that such person is not 

a foreigner or is not a foreigner of such 

particular class or description, as the case 

may be, shall, not withstanding anything 

contained in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, 

lie upon such person”. 

55) Prosecco Hills was recently included in 

the UNESCO’s World Heritage Site. 

Prosecco Hills are located in? 

a.  Italy 

b.  Egypt 

c.  Australia 

d.  Switzerland 

Answer : a 

Italy’s Prosecco hills northeast of Venice, 

which have been cultivated for centuries, 

were recently added to the World Heritage 

list by the UN cultural organisation 

(UNESCO). 

56) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Indira Gandhi National Centre for 

the Arts (IGNCA) 

1. It aims to serve as a major resource 

centre for the arts, especially written, oral 

and visual source materials. 

2. It is an autonomous institution works 

under the Ministry of Culture. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

57) Which one of the following is not the 

function of Sangeet Natak Akademi (SNA)? 

a.  It organizes festivals at all over the 

country 



 

 

b.  It gives grants-in-aid for research, 

documentation, and publishing in the 

performing arts 

c.  It documents and records the performing 

arts for its audio-visual archive 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : d 

Sangeet Natak Akademi (SNA) organizes 

festivals at all over the country, gives grants-

in-aid for research, documentation, and 

publishing in the performing arts; organizes 

and subsidizes seminars and conferences of 

subject specialists; documents and records 

the performing arts for its audio-visual 

archive. 

58) Consider the following statements with 

respect to Ecological Succession 

1. Primary Succession occurs when an 

ecological community first enters into a new 

form of habitat that it has not been present in 

before. 

2. Secondary Succession occurs in 

already established habitat. 

3. In Climax stage, an ecosystem 

becomes balanced and there is a little risk of 

an interfering event to influence the 

environment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

a.  3 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 

59) The well of Zamzam sometimes seen in 

the news recently is located in? 

a.  Israel 

b.  Jordan 

c.  Saudi Arabia 

d.  Pacific Ocean 

Answer : c 

The well of Zamzam is located in Mecca in 

Saudi Arabia and many Haj pilgrims bring 

the holy water from the well for family and 

friends. 

60) Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve is 

located in which of the following states? 

a.  Jharkhand 

b.  Chhattisgarh 

c.  Maharashtra 

d.  Madhya Pradesh 

Answer : c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


