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Jaipur gets UNESCO World Heritage tag 

 Jaipur is a fortified city in Rajasthan. 

 It is known for its iconic architectural legacy and vibrant culture. 

 It is also known as the Walled City, the Pink City. 

 It was founded in 1727 by Sawai Jai Singh II. 

 Unlike other cities in the region located in hilly terrain, Jaipur was 

established on the plain and built according to a grid plan interpreted 

in the light of Vedic architecture. 

 The city's urban planning shows an exchange of ideas from ancient 

Hindu and modern Mughal as well as Western cultures. 

 Its iconic monuments such as the Govind Dev temple, City Palace, 

Jantar Mantar and Hawa Mahal excel in artistic and architectural 

craftsmanship of the period. 

 Jaipur is an expression of the astronomical skills, living traditions, 

unique urban form. 

 The city was nominated for its value of being an exemplary 

development in town planning and architecture and got UNESCO 

World Heritage tag. 

 With this inclusion, the number of UNESCO World Heritage sites 

across India has grown to 38, including 30 cultural properties, 7 

natural properties and 1 mixed site. 

 Ahmedabad became the first Indian city to get into the list. 

 Apart from Jaipur, other cultural sites that have been designated as 

World Heritage site recently are, 

1. The Dilmun Burial Mounds in Bahrain 
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2. The Budj Bim cultural landscape in Australia 

3. The archaeological ruins of Liangzhu city in China 

4. The Ombilin coal mining heritage of Indonesia's Sawahlunto 

5. The mounded tombs of ancient Japan and 

6. Megalithic Jar Sites in Laos' Xiengkhouang. 

World Heritage Site 

 It is listed by the ‘United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization’ (UNESCO) 

 The UNESCO is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN). It  

has 195 member states. 

 The UNESCO seeks to encourage the identification, protection and 

preservation of cultural and natural heritage around the world 

considered to be of outstanding value to humanity. 

 This is embodied in an international treaty called the ‘Convention 

concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and 

Natural Heritage’, adopted by UNESCO in 1972. 

 The World Heritage Committee is the main body in charge of the 

implementation the Convention. 

 It consists of representatives from 21 of the States Parties to the 

Convention elected by their General Assembly, it meets once a year. 

 The site should have an Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) for 

World Heritage nomination. 

 To determine OUV for World Heritage nomination, there are 10 

enlisted criteria. 

 The proposed nomination must satisfy at least one of these ten 

criteria. 
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$5 trillion economy 

 The Economic Survey- 2019 has drawn up a ‘blueprint’ to make 

India a $5-trillion economy by 2024-25. 

 The reference to the size, $5-trillion of an economy is measured by 

the annual ‘Gross Domestic Product’ or GDP. 

 The GDP of an economy is the total monetary value of all goods and 

services produced in an economy within a year. 

 For most international comparisons, GDP is calculated via the 

production method and the monetary value is arrived at by using 

current prices in US $. 

 5 major points from the economic survey that could help to achieve 

the $5-trillion economy status are, 

1. Investment - a 'virtuous cycle' of saving, investment and exports. 

2. Jobs - The survey says job creation is mandatory to achieve the $5 

trillion economy status. 

3. Savings - higher savings preclude domestic consumption as the 

driver of final demand. 

4. Demographic phase - Working age population would grow by 

roughly 9.7 million per year during 2021-31. This could be an ideal for 

India to propel its economy, 

5. Energy conservation - Enabling inclusive growth through 

affordable, reliable and sustainable energy. 

 If India grows at 12% nominal growth (that is 8% real GDP growth 

and 4% inflation), then India would reach the $5.33 trillion mark in 

2024. 
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 In 2014, India’s GDP was $1.85 trillion, today it is $2.7 trillion and 

India is the sixth-largest economy in the world. 

 However to understand the wellbeing of the people in an economy in 

a better way, one should look at GDP per capita. 

 In other words, GDP divided by the total population. This gives a 

better sense of how an average resident of an economy might be 

fairing. 

 India is the sixth-largest economy does not necessarily imply that 

Indians are the sixth-richest people on the planet. 
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 In terms of overall GDP, this data shows that India is very close to 

overtaking the United Kingdom and it also shows that Indonesia’s 

GDP is almost one-third of India’s. 

 On the other hand an average UK resident’s income was 21 times that 

of an average Indian in 2018. 

 Similarly an Indonesian earns double that of an Indian even though 

Indonesia’s overall economy is just one-third of India’s. 

 If by 2024 India’s GDP is $5.33 trillion and India’s population will be 

1.43 billion (according to UN population projection), India’s per 

capita GDP would be $3,727, which will be lower than Indonesia’s 

GDP per capita in 2018. 

 So rather than just focusing on mere GDP numbers, India should 

focus on inclusive growth. 

Antifa 

 It is a far-left group, short for “Antifascist”. 

 They clashed with those of a far-right group called Proud Boys in 

what is called the Portland violence in USA. 

 It happened during a pro-Donald Trump demonstration in Portland. 

 The Proud Boys are known as a white supremacist, exclusively male 

group based in the US. 

 Antifa has a more international background and has been around for 

several decades, dates back to Nazi Germany. 

 The movement has had a presence in several European countries and 

has now come into focus in the United States. 

 Antifa members follow far-left ideologies such as anti-capitalism. 
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 Apart from public-protests, they run websites that track white 

extremist and ultra-right groups. 

 Because of Antifa’s repeated involvement in violence, many liberal 

figures have criticised the group for bringing disrepute to existing 

anti-fascism movements in U.S. 

 Antifa’s activities allow right-wing organisations to portray organizers 

of peaceful events too, as extremists. 
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Mahesh’s Rath Yatra 

 It is the second biggest rath yatra in the world after Puri's Rath Yatra. 

 It has been celebrated since 1396, held in Mahesh, a historical 

locality within Serampore city in the West Bengal. 

 It is referred to as ‘Naba Nilachal’, meaning new Puri. This year 

marks its 623rd edition. 

 The establishment of this Mahesh temple indicates that religious 

custom of following Jagannath had spread to Bengal. 

 Bengali sadhu ‘Drubananda Brahmachari’ established the temple 

at Mahesh and the chariot festival was started by one of 

Sri Chaitanya’s early disciples. 
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 The new Mahesh temple in Kolkata was built by Nayanchand 

Mallik of Pathuriaghata in 1755 and the present Rath was donated 

by Krishnaram Basu. 

 Unlike the idols in Puri’s Jagannath temple, which are changed every 

12 years, the idols made by the temple’s founder for the first Rath 

Yatra are used till date. 

 One big part of the local ritual is treating the lord to his 

favourite sweet called the ‘Ghutke sandesh’. 

 

Child labour in India 

 Government said that instances of child labour detected during 2014 

to 2018 have reduced successively. 

 “Child” as defined by the Child Labour (Prohibition and 

Regulation) Act, 1986 is a person who has not completed 

the age of 14 years. 

 International Labour Organisation (ILO) defines the term 

‘Child labour’ as, “work that deprives children of their childhood, 

their potential and their dignity, and that is harmful to physical and 

mental development. 

 According to 2011 Census, there were more than 10.2 

million children in the age group of 5 to 14-5 as Child 

labour which includes 6 million boys and 4.5 million girls. 

 The factors that contribute to child labour includes the poverty and 

illiteracy, the family’s social and economic circumstances, lack of 

access to basic and meaningful quality education and skills training. 



MYUPSC.COM 

 There are five states which are the India’s biggest child labour 

employers- Uttar Pradesh, Bihar Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and 

Maharashtra. 

 As per 2011 Census, 1 in 11 children are working in India (5-18 years) 

 80% of the child labour in India is concentrated in rural areas 

 

 ILO 2016 data indicates that there are 152 million working children 

in the world between 5-17 years, of which 23.8 million children are in 

India. So 16% of working children are in India. 

Key legislative provisions regarding Child labour 

 The legislations in India which prevents Child labour are, 

a. Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986) 

b. National Policy on Child Labour (1987) 
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c. Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 2000 (the JJ 

Act) and amendment of the JJ Act in 2006 

d. The Right to Education Act 2009 

e. Child Labour Amendment (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 2016 

f. Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2017 

 The Indian Constitution ensures the right of all children under, 

a. Article 21 A: Right to Education 

b. Article 24: Prohibition of employment of children in factories, etc. 

 The key international laws dealing with child labour include 

the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 

a. The International Labour Organization 

(ILO) convention 138 and convention 182 are related to child 

labour. convention 138 - concerning Minimum Age for Entry to 

Employment & Work 

b. Convention 182 - concerning the Worst Forms of Child Labour. 

 India has ratified both the Core Conventions. 

 Since poverty is the root cause of this problem, and enforcement 

alone cannot help solve it. 

 Government has been laying a lot of emphasis on the rehabilitation of 

these children and on improving the economic conditions of their 

families. 

 Government is also implementing the National Child Labour 

Project (NCLP) since 1988 for the rehabilitation of child labour. 
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 Under the scheme, children aged 9-14 are rescued/withdrawn from 

work and enrolled in NCLP Special Training Centres before being 

mainstreamed into the formal education system. 

 Children aged 5-8 are directly linked to the formal education system 

through close coordination with the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. 

 

Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 

 The DMZ has come into the spotlight with Donald Trump becoming 

the first serving American President to visit the area.

 

 It is a strip of land running across the Korean Peninsula. 
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 It is established by the provisions of the Korean Armistice 

Agreement to serve as a buffer zone between North Korea and 

South Korea. 

 It roughly follows latitude 38° N (the 38th parallel), the original 

demarcation line between North Korea and South Korea at the end of 

World War II. 

 The site where the Armistice was signed is called the Joint Security 

Area (JSA). 

 It continues to be the venue where successive peace discussions 

concerning the region are conducted, including the recent Trump – 

Kim meet. 

 Both North and South Korea maintain ‘Peace villages’ in sight of 

each other's side of the DMZ. 

 In September 2018, an agreement was signed with plans to convert 

the DMZ into a ‘Peace park’. 

Other major international borders of – 

1. Durand Line - Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

2. Radcliffe Line - India and Pakistan, India and Bangladesh 

3. MacMohan Line - India and China 

4. 49th Parallel, Medicine Line – U.S and Canada 

5. Maginot line, Siegfried Line – France and Germany 

6. Hindenburg Line - Germany and Poland. 

7. 17th Parallel - North Vietnam and South Vietnam. 

Jal Shakti Abhiyan 



MYUPSC.COM 

 Jal Shakti Abhiyan was launched as a campaign for water 

conservation and water security. 

· It focuses on 5 aspects - 

1) Water conservation and rainwater harvesting, 

2) Renovation of traditional and other water bodies, 

3) Reuse of water and recharging of structures, 

4) Watershed development, and 

5) Intensive afforestation. 

 It will cover 256 districts across nation with an emphasis on 1592 

stressed blocks. 

 The campaign will run through citizen participation during the 

monsoon (July 1-September 15) 

 An additional ‘Phase II’ will run from October 1 to November 30 for 

states receiving the northeast retreating monsoons. 

 Officers from the central government, led by additional secrtaries and 

joint secretaries, have been assigned to these 256 districts. 

 The district administration will also nominate two members to join 

this team. 

 The conservation efforts will be supplemented by ‘krishi vigyan 

kendra melas' to promote efficient water use for irrigation and better 

crop choices 

 In urban areas, plans with time-bound targets will be developed for 

wastewater reuse for industrial and agricultural purposes. 
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 It will help people to work for rain water harvesting, maintenance and 

upkeep of ponds and village tanks and conservation of water. 

 A large-scale ‘Communication campaign’ has also been planned 

alongside the JSA involving mass mobilisation of different groups. 

Compensatory Afforestation (CA) 

 Telangana woman forest officer, on plantation drive, as a part of 

compensatory afforestation for the at Kaleshwaram project site was 

thrashed by a mob. 

 It refers to afforestation and regeneration activities carried out 

as a way of compensating for forest land diverted to non-forest 

purposes. 

 As per the Forest (Conservation) Act 1980, whenever a forest 

land is to be diverted for non-forestry purposes, the equivalent non 

forest land has to be identified for compensatory afforestation. 

 In case, non-forest land for CA is not available in the same district, 

non-forest land for CA is to be identified anywhere else in the 

State/Union. 

 Any project proponent, government or private must apply for forest 

clearance from Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), before 

the conversion of land take place. 

 If clearance is given, then compensation for the lost forest land is also 

to be decided by the ministry and the regulators. 

 The scheme for compensatory afforestation should contain the 

following details, 
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1. Details of equivalent non-forest or degraded forest land identified for 

raising compensatory afforestation. 

2. Delineation of proposed area on a suitable map. 

3. Agency responsible for afforestation. 

4. Details of work schedule proposed for compensatory afforestation. 

5. Cost structure of plantation, provision of funds and the mechanism to 

ensure that the funds will be utilised for raising afforestation. 

6. Details of proposed monitoring mechanism. 

National CAMPA Advisory Council has been established as per 

the Supreme Court order with the following mandate, 

1. Lay down broad guidelines for State CAMPA. 

2. Facilitate scientific, technological and other assistance that may be 

required by State CAMPA. 

3. Make recommendations to State CAMPA based on a review of their 

plans and programmes. 

4. Provide a mechanism to State CAMPA to resolve issues of an inter-

state or Centre-State character. 
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 The State CAMPA would administer the amount received from the 

Adhoc CAMPA and utilize the funds collected for undertaking 

compensatory afforestation. 

 The prime task of State CAMPA would be regenerating natural 

forests and building up the institution engaged in this task in the 

State Forest Department. 

 The government enacted Compensatory Afforestation Fund 

Act 2016 to provide a proper institutional mechanism for 

compensatory afforestation matters. 

 It established the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund under 

the Public Account of India, and a State Compensatory Afforestation 

Fund under the Public Account of each state. 

 The act also provides for annual audit of the accounts by the 

Comptroller and Auditor General. 

 The funds for CA are to be recovered from the user agencies on the 

basis of the rates fixed by the State Forest Department. 

 The money received is to be used as per site specific schemes 

submitted by the State along with the approved proposals for 

diversion of forest land. 

 To compensate for the loss of tangible as well as intangible benefits 

from the forest lands which has been diverted for non forest use, 

the net present value of the land is to be recovered from the user to 

adequately compensate for the loss of natural forests. 

 Net Present Value (NPV) of the diverted forest is calculated for a 

period of 50 years. 

 An expert committee calculates the NPV for every patch of forest. 
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 Availability of these funds will help in creation of more than 15 crores 

man-days of direct employment, as per the Government data (press 

release dated 28 July 2016) 

 Majority of employment will be generated in tribal dominated and 

backward areas of the country. 

 It will thus help in improvement of the overall living standards of the 

forest dependent communities. 

 

Sovereign Gold Bonds scheme 

 Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGB) are government securities denominated 

in grams of gold. 

 Its objective is to reduce the demand for physical gold and shift a 

part of the domestic savings of gold into financial savings. 

 The bonds are denominated in units of 1 gram of gold and multiples 

thereof. 

 Persons resident in India as defined under Foreign Exchange 

Management Act, 1999 are eligible to invest in SGB. 

 Eligible investors include individuals, HUFs, trusts, universities and 

charitable institutions. 

 Bonds are sold through Nationalised Banks, Scheduled Private Banks, 

Scheduled Foreign Banks, designated Post Offices, Stock Holding 

Corporation of India and the authorised stock exchanges either 

directly or through their agents. 

 Minimum investment in the bonds is 1 gram with a maximum limit 

of subscription of 500 gram per person per fiscal year. 
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 The maximum limit of subscription is 4 kg for individual and Hindu 

Undivided Family (HUF) and 20 kg for trusts and similar entities 

per fiscal. 

 Investors are assured of the market value of gold at the time of 

maturity and periodical interest. 

 The Bonds bear interest at the rate of 2.5% (fixed rate) per annum 

on the amount of initial investment. 

 The bonds are held in the books of the RBI or in demat form 

eliminating risk of loss of script. 

 The tenor of the bond is 8 years, early encashment/redemption of 

the bond is allowed after 5th year from the date of issue. 

 The bond will be tradable on Exchanges, if held in demat form. It can 

also be transferred or gifted to any other eligible investor. 

 It can also be used as collateral for loans from banks, financial 

Institutions and Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFC). 

 Interest on the Bonds will be taxable as per the provisions of the 

Income-tax Act, 1961. 

 Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) is not applicable on the bond. 

However, it is the responsibility of the bond holder to comply with the 

tax laws. 

 The SGB Scheme 2019-20 (Series II) will be opened for subscription 

for the period July 08-12, 2019. 
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New Space India Ltd. (NSIL) 

 The Public Sector Enterprise, “New Space India Ltd. (NSIL)” has 

been incorporated as a new commercial arm of Department of 

Space, as announced in the Budget 2019-20. 

 It will commercialize ISRO’s space products like launch vehicles, 

Transfer of Technology (TOT) and marketing of space products. 

 It will tap the benefits of the Research & Development carried out by 

ISRO. 

 It will be responsible for manufacturing of Small Satellite Launch 

Vehicle (SSLV) and Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) through 

technology transfer mechanisms. 

 It will develop private entrepreneurship in space related technologies. 

 NSIL will act in the presence of another commercial arm of ISRO, 

“Antrix”, which has been carrying out all the commercial business of 

the ISRO. 

 India is currently processing its ‘Space Activities Bill’ to align its 

liability in outer space with international standard. 

 This means that in case any Indian space objects cause damage to 

another (natural or man-made) object in space, India will have a 

financial plan in place. 

SFURTI 

 SFURTI aims to set up more ‘Common Facility Centres’ for 

generating sustained employment opportunities, cluster 
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based development for the traditional industries as mentioned in the 

Budget 2019-20. 

 The new clusters will help 50,000 artisans economically. 

 SFURTI is “Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional 

Industries”, launched by ‘Ministry of Micro Small and Medium 

Enterprises’ (MSME). 

 The MSME Ministry through Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (KVIC) and the Coir Board implements the scheme. 

 The objective of SFURTI is to organize the traditional industries 

and artisans into clusters to make them competitive and provide 

support for their long term sustainability by, 

1. Enhancing the marketability of products, 

2. Improving the skills of artisans, 

3. Making provision for common facilities and 

4. Strengthening the cluster governance systems. 

 The financial assistance provided for any specific project shall be 

subject to a maximum of Rs 8 crore to support Soft, Hard and 

Thematic interventions. 

 NGOs, Central, State Governments and semi-Government 

institutions, field functionaries of State and Central Govt, Panchayati 

Raj institutions (PRIs), Private sector by forming cluster specific 

SPVs, Corporates and corporate Responsibility (CSR) foundations are 

eligible for the scheme. 

Losharik (AS-12 or AS-31) 

 It is a highly advanced Nuclear powered submarine of Russia. 
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 This week a fire accident was reported on the submarine within the 

Russian territorial waters. 

 It is a deep-diving special mission’s ship, operated by the Russian 

Navy. 

 It is capable of withstanding high pressures at great depths, enabling 

it to survey the ocean floor. 

 Its interior hull is built using titanium spheres which makes the vessel 

dive up to 6000 metres. A regular submarine can go to the depth of 

only 600 metres. 

 It is generally carried under the hull of a larger submarine and is 

capable of releasing a smaller submarine itself. 

 According to Russian military the submarine was carrying out 

‘bathymetric measurements’ or underwater mapping. 

 But the US and its allies feared that Russia might be developing new, 

secretive ways to tap or even cut undersea Fiber-optic cables that 

carry transatlantic Internet traffic. 

 In recent years, U.S. and British military officials have warned that 

Russian submarines have been spotted close to the cables. 

 

Ashadhi Beej 

 Ashadhi Beej or Ashadhi Dooj is considered as an auspicious 

day for farming communities in North India especially Gujarat, 

Uttar Pradesh and some other places. 

 Kutchhi community celebrate new year on this day. 
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 New Year is celebrated in a traditional way by organizing satsangs, 

musical competitions and other cultural programmes. 

 Ganesha, Goddess Lakshmi and other regional deities are worshipped 

on the day. 

 As for the people of Kutch Region, this day is associated 

with beginning of rains in Kutch, which is largely a desert area. 

 On this day, monsoon is being predicated and people check the 

moisture in the atmosphere to help predict which crop would do best 

in coming monsoon. 

 If the pre-monsoon air has a lot of moisture in it, that is a fairly good 

indication that the season will be well. 

Rath Yatra - Puri 

 Ratha Jatra or Rath Yatra is the Festival of Chariots of Lord 

Jagannatha is celebrated every year at Puri, the temple town 

in Odisha. 

 It is associated with Lord Jagannath or Lord Krishna’s annual 

journey to his aunt's residence along with his brother and sister. 

 The festival is also known as Gundicha Jatra, Ghosa Jatra, Navadina 

Jatra, Dasavatara Jatra and by a variety of other names. 

 It is the oldest Ratha Yatra, whose descriptions can be found in 

Brahma Purana, Padma Purana, Skanda Purana and Kapila Samhita. 

 The temple of Puri is dedicated to Lord Jagannath, his elder 

brother Balabhadra or Balaram and their sister Subhadra. 

 Before the Ratha Yatra starts, the three idols are given a ceremonial 

bath with 108 pitchers of water. This is known as Snana Yatra. 
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 The chariot of Lord Jagannath is named 

as Nandighosha or Garudadhwaja or Kapiladhwaja. 

 Lord Krishna is the eighth avatar (incarnation) of Lord Vishnu. He is 

worshipped as Jagannath. 

 The name comes from the conjugation of two Sanskrit words - Jagat 

(world) and natha (master). Hence, the word "Jagannath" 

means ‘Master of the world’. 

 Ratha Yatra transcends all religious boundaries and is not only 

celebrated by Hindus but also draws Muslims, Buddhists and 

members from many other communities. 
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Rath Yatra - Ahmedabad 

 The Ahmedabad Rath Yatra turns into its 142nd year. 

 A sadhu by the name of Hanumandasji settled down in this forest 

area of Ahmedabad on the banks of the Sabarmati river. 

 It is said that his successor, Sarangdasji, was a devotee of Lord 

Jagannath. 

 On one of his visits to the Puri Jagannath in Odisha, he had a dream 

where the Lord directed him to go back to Ahmedabad to install the 

idols of the holy trinity of Lord Jagannath. 
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 The temple was thus founded and a cowshed was built alongside. 

 In 1878, the fourth successor Mahant 

Narsinhdasji introduced the Rath Yatra on the lines of Puri. 

 The yatra is conducted on the day of Ashaadi beej, which also 

marks the Kutchhi new year. 

 It is believed that this is the only time of the year when the Lord goes 

out to meet devotees on his chariot (rath), especially those who are 

physically challenged and unable to come to the temple. 

 In Ahmedabad, the yatra returns from the maternal aunt’s place the 

same evening unlike in Puri the siblings spend at least seven days at 

their aunt’s and return to the main temple. 

Kerala Champions Boat League 

 The Champions Boat League (CBL) has been conceived 

by tourism department in Kerala on the model of the Indian 

Premier League (IPL) as an annual event. 

 It will get under way with the Nehru Trophy Boat Race during 

August-November period in Alappuzha. 

 It is to transform the state’s legendary and historically-

significant “Vallamkali” (snake boat races) into a world-class 

sporting event. 

 Vallamkali owe their origins as far back as the 13th century. 

 A special purpose vehicle (SPV) will be set up to conduct the 

league. 

 Kerala government plans to spend Rs 40 crores on the event which 

will help fetch a revenue of Rs 20 crores through ticket sales and 

sponsorships. 
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 The Tourism Department will form the CBL company, 

envisaged as a ‘Public-sector undertaking’ (PSU). 

 CBL members will includes ‘Nehru Trophy Boat Race’(NTBR) 

society members, leaders of boat clubs and owners of snake boats. 

 It will keep alive regional boat races which struggle for financial aid. 

 The snake boat or ‘chundam vallam’ is essentially a long canoe 

which is entirely wooden structure resembling a snake with its raised 

hood, hence the name. 

 

Artificial gravity 

 A team from the University of Colorado is working on making a 

device which could create artificial gravity in space 

 Artificial gravity is a force that simulates the effect of gravity in a 

spaceship. 

 It is not caused by the attraction to the Earth but is instead caused 

by acceleration or centrifugal force. 

 Artificial gravity or rotational gravity is thus the appearance of 

a centrifugal force in a rotating frame of reference. 

 The research centrifuge is called as ‘Human Eccentric Rotator 

Device’ (HERD) and the device is compact enough to fit into a 

small room. 

 A rotating circular space station can create artificial gravity. 

 The rate of rotation is necessary to duplicate the Earth's gravity 

depends on the radius of the circle. 
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 Future astronauts heading into an artificial-gravity room to spend 

time on a small revolving system. 

 It is built with the aim of counteracting the negative effects of 

weightlessness. 

Economic Survey 

 It is the flagship document of the finance ministry which 

provides detailed statistical data covering all aspects of the 

economy. 

 It is a technocrat’s advice to the government. 

 It is a review of the developments in the Indian economy over the 

previous 12 months. 

 It also sketches out short and medium-term prospects of the economy 

and it suggests problems that the economy is facing and possible 

solutions for them 

 It is prepared by the Economic Division of the Department of 

Economic Affairs along with the Chief Economic Adviser in the 

finance ministry. 

 It is tabled in the Parliament a day before the Union budget. 

 It is nowhere mentioned in the constitution, but now it becomes a 

practice of Government to present it every year before the budget. 

 In the past few years, the Budget was advanced by a month and the 

Economic Survey was split into two parts. 

 The first volume focussed on research and analysis about the 

challenges of the Indian economy. 

 The second volume provided the data and more descriptive review of 

the fiscal year. 
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 It is also used to convey some key idea, like the colour of the 2018 

Survey’s cover was ‘Pink’. 

 It was chosen as a symbol of support for the growing movement to 

end violence against womenand to stress special emphasis on 

gender issues. 

 It also paints a variety of future scenarios, highlighting likely 

challenges and pointing to possible solutions. 

Financial Stability Report: 

 The Reserve Bank of India released the 19th issue of the ‘Financial 

Stability Report’(FSR). It is abiannual publication. 
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 It analyses the overall state of the various segments and it highlights 

the risk-related issues which can cause potential challenges. 

 It also discusses issues relating to the development and regulation of 

the financial sector. 

 According to the report NPAs peaked out in March 2018, are now set 

to steadily diminish. 

 The state of the banking system as the Gross NPA ratio is 9.3% for all 

banks as of March 2019 and is likely to come down to 9 % by March 

2020. 
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 The report points out that the problem areas in terms of NPAs still 

remain metals, mining and engineering where the ratios are above 

25% 

 The RBI has also indicated that the recovery rate for the cases under 

the IBC is around 40-45 % (prior to IBC it was <20 %) 

 Recent developments in the NBFCs sector have brought the sector 

under greater market discipline as the better-performing companies 

continued to raise funds. 

 The report further stated that Public Sector Banks showed a 

noticeable improvement with recapitalisation and hence the efforts to 

improve the balance sheets of banks should therefore continue. 

 The number of banks having very high NPA ratio (more than 20%) 

came down in March 2019 as compared to September 2018 

 The Provision Coverage Ratio (PCR) of all banks rose sharply to 

60.6% in March 2019 from 52.4% in September 2018, increasing “the 

resilience of the banking sector”. 

 The credit growth of commercial banks picked up, with PSU banks 

registering near-double-digit growth. 

 The report cautioned that CAR (capital adequacy ratio ) for 55 banks 

is projected to fall from 14% in March 2019 to 12.9% in March 2020. 

 In short, the system is fairly stable but the risks need to be recognised 

and worked upon to ensure smooth progress. 

Japan Resumes Commercial Whaling 

 Japan resumes commercial whaling after three decades as it withdrew 

from the International Whaling Commission (IWC) last year. 
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 Whale hunting was banned in 1986 by the IWC due to dwindling 

whale populations, with a worldwide moratorium placed on the 

practice to allow the species to rebound. 

 But Japan then began what it called scientific whaling. 

 Japan has been whaling in their own waters every year, despite the 

moratorium on whaling in 1986. 

 Whaling is deeply ingrained in Japanese culinary culture and the 

Whale meat also served as critical sources of protein in the post-war 

period as the nation grappled with poverty. 

 The Japanese government was trying hard to persuade the IWC to 

allow its commercial whaling operations. 

 IWC refused to budge and rejected the proposal which made Japan to 

move out of IWC. 

 The World Wide Fund for Nature estimates nearly 32,000 whales 

have been killed by whaling since the moratorium was imposed. 

 Iceland and Norway are the only other nations which allow 

commercial whaling. 

 Whales are directly affected by climate change, plastic pollution, oil 

exploration, industrial fishing and habitat loss. 

International Whaling Commission (IWC) 

 The IWC is the global body charged with the conservation of whales 

and the management of whaling. 

 The IWC was set up under the International Convention for the 

Regulation of Whaling which was signed in 1946. 

 In 1986, IWC adopted a moratorium on commercial whaling to 

protect the world’s last remaining whales. 
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 In addition to regulation of whaling, today's IWC works to address a 

wide range of conservation issues including bycatch and 

entanglement, ocean noise, pollution and debris. 

 

Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) 

 Nagaland has decided to set up a Register of Indigenous 

Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) 

 It aims to prevent fake indigenous inhabitant’s certificates. 

 It comes after 4 years Assam started revising the National Register of 

Citizens (NRC) 

 The RIIN will be the master list of all indigenous inhabitants of the 

state. 

 The RIIN list will be based on “an extensive survey” 

 It will involve official records of indigenous residents from rural and 

urban wards 

 It will be prepared under the supervision of the district 

administration. 

 The preparation of the list will start from July 10, 2019, and the whole 

process will be completed within 60 days from the start. 

 Designated teams of surveyors will be formed and these teams will be 

sent across each village and ward. 

 The designated teams comprising Sub-Divisional Officers (SDO), 

Block Development Officers (BDO), Headmasters and other 

nominated members. 

 The team will make a list of indigenous inhabitants in the state. 
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 The database will note each family’s original residence, current 

residence as well as the concerned Aadhaar numbers. 

 This provisional list will then be published in all villages, wards and 

on government websites by September 11, 2019. 

 Over the next 30 days, that is by October 30, 2019, claims and 

objections will be entertained. 

 Respondents will be given an opportunity to make their case before 

the authorities. 

 Respective Deputy Commissioners will adjudicate on the claims and 

objections based on official records and the evidence produced. 

 Based on the adjudication and verification, a list of indigenous 

inhabitants will be finalised and each person will be given a Unique 

ID. 

 The final list or the RIIN will be created and its copies will be placed 

in all villages and ward. 

 Electronic copies of the list will also be stored in the State Data 

Centre. 

 All indigenous inhabitants of the state would be issued a bar-

coded and numbered Indigenous Inhabitant Certificate. 

 This will be conducted across Nagaland as a part of the online system 

of Inner Line Permit (ILP), which is already in force in Nagaland. 

 No fresh indigenous inhabitant certificate will be issued after the 

RIIN is completed except for children born to the State’s indigenous 

inhabitants who will be issued indigenous certificates along with birth 

certificates. 

 The RIIN database will be updated accordingly. 
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 In case anyone who is left out of the RIIN, he/she will need to file an 

application before Home Commissioner and he will take necessary 

action for updating the RIIN if needed. 

Inner Line Permit (ILP) 

 It is a British-era system, travel document that “British subjects” or 

Indians need to possess to enter the frontier States of north-eastern 

India. 

 It is issued under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 

1873. 

 After independence, Government of India issues ILP as 

an official travel document to allow inward travel of 

an ‘Citizens of India’ into a protected area for a limited period. 

 Other States to which ILP is required are Arunachal 

Pradesh , Mizoram, Nagaland. 
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Suicides in India 

 NCRB released ‘Accidental Deaths and Suicides in 

India’ report. 
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 According to WHO, ‘Suicide’ is an emerging and a serious public 

health issue in India. 

 The most vulnerable and affected age group is between 15-29 years. 

 The suicide mortality rate in India is 15.7 per 

1,00,000 population in 2015, the global average is 10.7 per 

1,00,000. 

 The nation accounts for over a third of the world's annual female 

suicides and nearly a fourth of male suicides. 

 The report lists 1,336,623 suicides across the country in 2015. 

 Maharashtra tops the list with 16,970 suicides followed by Tamil 

Nadu 15,777 suicides and West Bengal (14602) 
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 If Indian states were countries, three states would have been in top 10 

worst rates of suicides in the world. 

 Men commit suicide at a higher rate than women across India but 

also India has the 6th highest female suicide death rate in the world. 

 

 India’s southern states are more developed, but also more suicide-

prone. 

 This follows a global pattern, with more developed states having 

higher suicide rates. 

 In 2012, 80% of the suicide victims were literate, higher than the 

national average literacy rate of 74% 

 The NCRB data show that one-third of the suicides in the country in 

2015 were committed by young adults under age 30. 
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 “The Mental Healthcare Act 2017” decriminalizes the attempt 

to commit suicide, assuring adequate medical relief to those who 

attempt suicide, thus protecting them from the harsh aftermath. 

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDS) In India 

 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) released the 

report entitled “India: Health of the Nation’s 

States”, Contribution of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) 

 According to the report total death in the Country due to NCDs was 

61.8% in 2016, as compared to 37.9% in 1990. 

 Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) are a group of diseases that affect 

individuals over an extended period of time causing socio-economic 

burden to the nation. 
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The major NCDs have 5 behavioral risk factors - 

1. Unhealthy diet, 

2. Lack of physical activity, 

3. Use of tobacco and alcohol, 

4. Ageing, 

5. Rapid unplanned urbanization. 
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There are primarily 5 types of Noncommunicable diseases - 

1. Cancer, 

2. Chronic respiratory disease, 

3. Stroke 

4. Cardiovascular diseases 

5. Diabetes, which are responsible for a majority of morbidity and 

mortality in the country. 

 Mental health and injuries also have a considerable burden. 

 NCDs cause 61% of deaths in India states WHO report 

 Cardiovascular diseases is at the top, in 2016 a staggering 28.1% of all 

deaths in India were caused by heart conditions. 

 Also India has the highest number of diabetes cases in the world, with 

72 million reported in 2017. 

 Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, all wealthy states, were found to 

have some of the highest rates of heart disease in the country. 

 Public health is a State subject, 

 National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, 

Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke 

(NPCDCS) under the National Health Mission (NHM) is 

an effort by Central Government which supplements State 

Governments effort. 

 The objectives of the programme include health promotion activities 

and opportunistic screening for common NCDs including cancer. 

 Affordable Medicines and Reliable Implants for Treatment 

(AMRIT) Deendayal outlets have been opened at 159 

Institutions/Hospitals. 
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 It’s objective is to make available Cancer and Cardiovascular Diseases 

drugs and implants at discounted prices to the patients. 

 Jan Aushadhi stores are set up by Department of Pharmaceuticals 

to provide generic medicines at affordable prices. 

 Chandigarh hosted the World NCD Congress in November 2017, 

spotlighting the impact of NCDs both in India and on the global stage. 

 India has shown commitment towards Preventing Noncommunicable 

Diseases as it became the first country to adopt the WHO’s Global 

Monitoring Framework on Noncommunicable Diseases. 
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Classical status for Marathi 

 A proposal for granting classical language status to Marathi is 

under ‘active consideration’. 

 Marathi is an Indo-Aryan language of western and central India. 

 It is the official language of Maharashtra and co-official 

language in Goa. 

 It is descended from the ‘Mahārāṣṭrī Prakrit, Marāṭhī literature 

books are printed in Devanagari script, which is also used for 

handwriting. 

 Although for handwriting there is also an alternate cursive form of 

Devanagari called Modi. 
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 Marathi gained prominence with the rise of 

the Maratha Empire beginning with the reign of Chhatrapati 

Shivaji (1674–1680). 

Criteria for Classical language status, 

1. High antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period of 

1500-2000 years. 

2. A body of ancient literature/texts, which is considered a valuable 

heritage by generations of speakers. 

3. The literary tradition is original and not borrowed from another 

speech community. 

4. The classical language and literature being distinct from modern, there 

may also be a discontinuity between the classical language and its later 

forms or its offshoots. 

Current Classical Languages in India are, 

1. Tamil (since 2004) 

2. Sanskrit (since 2005) 

3. Telugu (since 2008) 

4. Kannada (Since 2008) 

5. Malayalam (since 2013) 

6. Odiya (since 2014) 

Benefit of declaring Indian language as the Classical Language, 

1. A Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical Languages will be 

set up. 
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2. The UGC can be requested to create, a certain number 

of professional chairs for classical languages, for scholars of 

eminence in the concerned language in Central Universities. 

3. Two major annual international awards for scholars of eminence in the 

classical language. 

 

 

Kisan Suvidha Mobile App 

 It is an omnibus mobile app developed to help farmers by 

providing relevant information to them quickly. 

 The following services and information are available on the App - 

i. Weather Forecast 

ii. Extreme Weather Alert 

iii. Market Price of commodities 

iv. Dealers - Fertilizer, Seeds, Pesticide, Seeds etc. 

v. Plant protection for 12 major crops 

vi. Agro advisories 

vii. Soil Health card 

viii. Soil testing labs 

ix. Cold Stores &Godowns 

x. Vet Labs & Diagnostic Centres 

xi. Crop Insurance 

xii. Government Schemes 
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 A farmer can also get extreme weather alerts like hailstorms or 

unseasonal rains. 

 It is developed by Department of Agriculture & Cooperation, Ministry 

of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

 The app is available in 9 languages, English, Hindi, Tamil, Gujarati, 

Oriya, Punjabi, Marathi, Bengla and Telugu. 

Pusa Krishi Mobile App 

 It disseminates information about the latest technologies developed 

by the Indian Agricultural Research Institute. 

 It will help farmers to take the technology to farm fields. 

 Details of 185 technologies are available in the App. 

 It is developed by Department of Agriculture & Cooperation, Ministry 

of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

 It is available in two languages, Hindi and English. 

IM-PDS 

 Integrated Management of Public Distribution System (IM-PDS) is a 

new Central Sector scheme. 

 It is launched by Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 

Distribution. 

 The key objectives of the scheme are, 

 To integrate the existing PDS systems (portals) of States/UTs with the 

Central System (portals). 

 Introduction of National Portability of ration card to lift food 

grains from any Fair Price Shop (FPS) across the country. 
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 National level de-duplication of ration cards/beneficiary. 

 It will bring more transparency and efficiency in PDS as it will 

improve the mechanism to identify fake/duplicate ration cards. 

 With this government is all set to implement "One nation-One 

ration card" scheme throughout India by 2020. 
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Menstrual Hygiene Scheme (MHS) 

 It is a scheme for promotion of menstrual hygiene among adolescent 

girls in the age group of 10-19 year in rural areas. 

 It comes under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

 The major objectives of the scheme are, 

 To increase awareness among adolescent girls on Menstrual Hygiene 

 To increase access to and use of high quality sanitary napkins to 

adolescent girls in rural areas. 

 To ensure safe disposal of Sanitary Napkins in an environmentally 

friendly manner. 

 Funds are provided to States/UTs through National Health 

Mission (NHM). 
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 The funds are for decentralized procurement of sanitary napkins 

packs primarily to rural adolescent girls at a subsidized rate of Rs 6 

for a pack of 6 napkins. 

 The ASHA will be responsible for distribution of napkins. 

 They will receive an incentive of Re 1 per pack sold and a free pack of 

napkins every month for her own personal use. 

 A range of IEC (Information Education and Communication) 

material has been developed around MHS. 

 It is a 360 degree approach to create awareness about safe and 

hygienic menstrual health practices. 

 It includes audio, video and reading materials for adolescent girls. 

 MHS is a part of Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram, 

which is to ensure holistic development of adolescent population. 

HT Bt cotton – GM Cotton 

 Herbicide-tolerant Bt (HT Bt) Cotton is genetically modified 

cotton crop. 

 It is also known as BG-III cotton, an advanced version of Bt 

Cotton, as it takes care of weeds problem. 

 Herbicide is like a poison which is used to destroy unwanted 

vegetation. 

 They are designed to tolerate specific broad-spectrum herbicides, 

which kill the surrounding weeds, but leave the cultivated crop intact. 

 The herbicide-tolerant trait was developed and commercialised by 

US-based multinational seed giant Monsanto. 

 Currently, Bt-Cotton is the only GM crop allowed to be grown in 

India. 
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 Herbicide-Tolerant Bt-cotton has unapproved genes which is not 

permissible in India. 

 The herbicide-resistant gene in HT cotton can spread through pollen 

into biodiversity system leading to transformation of weeds into 

super weeds. 

 It will threaten growth and yields of all crops in future and leads to 

health hazards. 

 But farmers in Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Maharashtra 

cultivates the unapproved HTBT cotton, as they want improved seeds 

and technology for better crops. 

 In the absence of government approval, production of HT Bt 

cotton is illegal. 
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Locust outbreak 

 Locust outbreak reported in Rajasthan and Gujarat from areas 

bordering Pakistan. 

 Locusts are related to grasshoppers. 

 The common name which it generally refers is ‘short-horned 

grasshoppers’. 

 The desert locust is potentially the most dangerous because of the 

ability of swarms to fly rapidly across great distances. 

 When environmental conditions produce many green plants, locusts 

can congregate into thick, mobile, ravenous swarms. 

 Locust swarms can devastate crops and cause major agricultural 

damage. 

 Desert locust plagues threatens the economic livelihood of one-tenth 

of the world's humans. 

 A desert locust swarm can pack between 40 and 80 million locusts 

into less than half a square mile. 

 Each locust can consume the equivalent of their body weight (2 g) in 

plants each day, so a swarm of such size would eat 423 million 

pounds of plants every day. 

 An outbreak of desert locusts in the villages of Rajasthan and Gujarat 

has posed a threat to the crops. 

 India has a “Locust Control and Research scheme” that is being 

implemented through the ‘Locust Warning Organisation’(LWO). 

 It was established in 1939 and amalgamated in 1946 with the 

Directorate of Plant Protection Quarantine and Storage (PPQS) of the 

Ministry of Agriculture. 
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 The LWO’s responsibility is monitoring and control of the locust 

situation in Scheduled Desert Areas mainly in Rajasthan and Gujarat 

and partly in Punjab and Haryana. 

 It publishes a fortnightly bulletin on the locust situation. 

 It has set up a helpline for farmers in the State. 

ASRAAM 

 Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air Missile (ASRAAM) is the next 

generation infrared-guided missile of UK. 

 It is also known as ‘heat seeking’, because infrared is radiated 

primarily by heat. 

 It is designed and built by MBDA, UK to provide enhanced aerial 

combat capabilities for fighter aircraft. 

 It is widely used as a ‘Within Visual Range’(WVR) air dominance 

missile with a range of over 25km. 

 It can also be fired at targets behind its aircraft. 

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) is looking to adopt ASRAAM across its 

fighter fleet. 

 This plan is to bridge the missile gap between the IAF and the 

Pakistan Air Force (PAF), which displayed an edge during the 27 

February dogfight. 

 The missile was shortlisted through a tender and MBDA was working 

with Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) on the integration. 

Kharchi Pooja 

 It is an important festival celebrated in  Tripura. 
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 The word Kharchi is derived from the word ‘Khya’ which means 

‘Earth’. It is basically done to worship mother Earth. 

 It is performed after  ‘Ama pechi’ or ‘Ambu bachi’ period. 

 According to Tripuri, ‘Ama Pechi’ is menstruation of mother goddess 

or mother Earth. 

 Among Tripuri the menstruation of a woman is considered as unholy. 

 During this period all the auspicious functions performed by women 

are prohibited. 

 After the menstruation period ‘Ama pechi’, mother Earth is 

considered to become unholy. 

 So even the soil is not ploughed nor digging of any where on this day, 

to give it time to cleanse. 

 The Puja is performed to wash out the sins and to clean the post 

menstrual phase of mother earth’s menstruation. 

 The festival lasts for 7 days and 14 gods of the dynasty deity of Tripuri 

people are worshipped. 

 The 14 gods are worshipped by the royal priest called Chantai. 

 Only members of chantai family descendants are allowed to take the 

post of ‘Chantai’. 

 All of rituals are of tribal origin but both tribal and non-tribal people 

join together to celebrate the festival. 

Apprenticeship training reforms 

 The ‘Central Apprenticeship Council’ under Ministry of Skill 

Development and Entrepreneurship, proposed new reforms in 

apprenticeship training. 

 Major proposals are, 
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i. To raise the upper limit of apprentices from the existing 10% of total 

strength of establishment to 15% 

ii. To lower the limit of an establishment with mandatory obligation to 

engage apprentices from 40 to 30. 

iii. To lower the limit of establishments eligible to engage apprentices on 

optional basis from 6 to 4. 

iv. Rationalization of stipend payable to all categories of apprentices. 

v. Fixed stipend for apprentices linked to their educational qualification 

to make it easier for an apprentice to understand the program. 

Central Apprenticeship Council (CAC) 

 It is an apex statutory body under the Apprentices Act, 1961. 

 Its function is to assist and advice the Central Government for the 

implementation of Apprentice Act. 

 Central Government can establish the CAC by notification in the 

official Gazette under Section 24(1) of the Apprentices Act, 1961. 

 It functions under, 

i. Chairman-   Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. 

ii. Vice Chairman- Minister of State for Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship 

 Other members of council includes, 

i. representatives of the Establishment in the PSUs, 

ii. Private Sector, representative from Central Ministries and State /UT 

Governments, 
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iii. persons having special knowledge and experience on the matters 

relating to industries 

iv. persons having special knowledge and experience on the matters 

relating to Labour, and 

v. Representatives of the AICTE and UGC. 

It aims to meet the aspirations of the Indian youth who strive to gain on-

the-job training and secure better opportunities for employment. 
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Utkarsh 2022 

 It is a three-year road map of RBI to improve regulation, 

supervision and other functions of the central bank. 

 This is a medium term strategy in line with the global central banks. 

 It was formulated by an internal committee. 

 The committee identified the issues that needs to be addressed over 

the next three years. 

 It is for the central bank to play a proactive role and to take 

preemptive action to avoid any crisis. 

Buyback tax 
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 Union Budget has proposed to tax buyback of shares by 

companies at 20%. . 

 Currently buyback tax is applicable only for unlisted companies. 

 A buyback is essentially a scheme by which a company repurchases a 

certain amount of its outstanding shares. 

 It was felt that many companies were avoiding dividend payouts 

because of the ‘dividend distribution tax’ (DDT). 

 So, the companies were returning cash to shareholders through share 

buybacks. 

 The proposed tax on share buybacks is aimed at plugging this 

loophole. 

 Instead of declaring dividends, the promoters were using the buyback 

route to enhance their wealth and effectively increasing their 

shareholding in the company. 

 In this process, the government loses, as it was not getting paid the 

DDT. 

 So the proposed tax may nudge companies to payout surpluses 

through dividends rather than resort to buybacks. 

 This would plug the loophole and promoters now have to pay tax 

whichever way they go, be it dividend payout or the buyback. 

Foreigners’ Tribunal in Assam 

 Between 1985 and 2019, more number of people in  Assam have been 

declared foreigners by ‘ex parte orders’(in the absence of these 

persons) in Foreigners’ Tribunals. 

 Foreigners’ Tribunals declared 1,03,764 persons as foreigners (1985-

2019) of which 63,959 were decided by ex parte orders. 
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 These tribunals are a key player in the exercise to identify illegal 

immigrants in Assam. 

 There are 100 existing and 200 more tribunal to be functional by 

September 2019. 

 They are quasi-judicial bodies meant to decide whether a person is 

a foreigner or not within the meaning of Foreigners Act, 1946. 

 They get two kinds of cases – 

1. those against whom a “reference” has been made by border police, and 

2. those whose names in the electoral rolls have a 

“D” (Doubtful) against them. 

 According to the Section 9 of the Foreigners Act, the accused has 

to prove he or she is an Indian. 

 Since the onus is on the person, if he or she is absconding and doesn’t 

appear before the tribunal, the member can pass an ex- parte order. 

 Previously, under the Illegal Migrants (Determination by 

Tribunals) Act, 1983, the onus of proving one’s nationality lay on 

the complainant. 

 The Supreme Court struck down the IMDT Act stated that, it created 

the biggest hurdle in the identification illegal migrants. 

 The suspected foreigner has to appear before the Tribunals on receipt 

of the notice to prove his citizenship status. 

 But most of the people are moving continuously to work at different 

site in another district, so they are not getting the notice and do not 

know that, they  has to appear at the Tribunal. 

 If they remains absent for quite a long period, the cases are disposed 

of ex parte orders. 
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 In a majority of cases, police are not serving the notice of the Tribunal 

upon the accused, as a result these persons are declared foreigners 

without their knowledge. 

 In some cases, despite receiving the notice, many don’t appear 

because of poverty, illiteracy and complexity of the procedure. 

 According to the Rule 3A of the Foreigners’ (Tribunal) 

Order, 1964, 

a. if a Tribunal has passed an ex parte order and if the person has 

“sufficient cause” for non-appearance, then the person has to file an 

application within 30 days of the order. 

b. If that happens, the tribumal can set aside the ex parte order and 

decide the case accordingly. 

 The person will be arrested and put into a detention camp, if police 

track the person after the ex- parte  order. 

 If not able to track, the person will be an ‘Untraced foreigner’. 

 They can appeal in the High Court and then the Supreme Court 

against an order. 

 There are many in detention camps as a result of ex-parte order 

whose appeals are pending in higher courts. 

Prosecco hills 

 Italy’s Prosecco hills join UNESCO World Heritage list. 

 The hills of Conegliano and Valdobbiadene are the home to 

the grapes that produce world-famous sparkling Wine 

‘Prosecco’. 
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 The landscape is characterized by ciglioni, a small plots of vines on 

narrow grassy terraces, forests, small villages and farmland. 

 Its the ancient tradition of wine-making and the territory is known for 

its well-preserved early settlements. 

Philistine town 

 It is an ancient town of Israel mentioned in the biblical tale. 

 Recently the researchers pinpointed the site of an ancient town. 

 It is a biblical City of Ziklag Where Philistines gave refuge to David. 

Ziklag was a town under the rule of a Philistine king. 

 Researchers also excavated the finds typical of the Philistine 

civilisation. 

 The pottery vessels, stones and metal artifacts found are in connect 

with the historical era identified with the biblical tale. 

 The Philistines are believed to have arrived in the region in the 12th 

century BC. 

 They ruled what is today part of central and southern Israel and the 

Gaza Strip and were a feared enemy of the Israelites. 
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1.  ASRAAM which recently appeared in news is a 

a. welfare mission for the destitute 

b. short range air to air missile 

c. Russian submarine 

d. None of the above 

Answer: b 

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) is set to test-fire ASRAAM from the 

Russian Su-30 MKI and the Anglo-French Jaguar aircraft by the end 

of this year (2019). 

 ASRAAM is the British Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air Missile 

(ASRAAM). 

 It is a Within-Visual-Range (WVR) dominance weapon with a range 

of over 25 km. 
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 It accepts target information via aircraft sensors, such as radar or 

helmet-mounted sight, but can also act as an autonomous infrared 

search and track system. 

 

2) Consider the following statements with regards to locusts. 

1. Locusts are related to grasshoppers, and the two insects behave in the 

same manner although they look differently. 

2. A swarm of locusts (locusts in large groups) entering from East Asian 

countries is getting to be a menace in North-East India. 

3. Locust swarms are harmful to environment and human beings. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 Only 

c. 3 Only 

d. 2 and 3 Only 

Answer: c 

 Locusts are a certain species of short-horned grasshoppers. 

 Locusts are related to grasshoppers, and the two insects look 

similar but behave differently. While lifestyle being much like 

grasshoppers, locusts has another behavioral phase called the 

gregarious phase. When environmental conditions produce 
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many green plants and promote breeding, locusts can 

congregate into thick, mobile, ravenous swarms (dense groups). 

 There has been an incursion of desert locusts in Rajasthan and 

Gujarat from areas bordering Pakistan, recently. They emerged 

from Sudan and Eritrea on Africa's Red Sea Coast and travelled 

through Saudi Arabia and Iran to enter Pakistan. 

 Locust swarms devastate crops and cause major agricultural 

damage and associated human misery such as famine and 

starvation. 

3) Consider the following statements on Central Apprenticeship Council. 

1. The Central Apprenticeship Council is a statutory body 

2. The council functions under the Ministry of Labour and Employment 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a. 1 Only  

b. 2 Only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor2 

Answer: a 

The 36th Central Apprenticeship Council meet was held recently. 

 The Central Apprenticeship Council (CAC) is an apex statutory body 

under the Apprentices Act, 1961. 
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 The Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE) 

organizes the meetings of the Central Apprenticeship Council (CAC). 

 The council aims to meet the aspirations of the Indian youth who 

strive to gain on-the-job training and secure better opportunities for 

employment. 

 Minister of State for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship is the 

Vice Chairman of the council. 

Other members of the council include - 

1. Representatives of the Establishment in the PSUs, Private Sector 

2. Representatives from Central Ministries and State /UT Governments 

3. Persons having special knowledge and experience on the matters relating 

to industries, labour 

4. Representatives of the All India Council of Technical Education and UGC 

 

4) Kharchi Puja is a festival observed in the state of 

a. Odisha 

b. Tripura 

c. Nagaland 

d. Kerala 

Answer: b 

Kharchi Puja, a centuries-old Puja, was recently inaugurated in Tripura’s 

erstwhile capital Puran Habeli. 
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 The seven-day Kharchi Puja is an annual festival meant to cleanse the 

sins of mortal souls. 

 Originally a Hindu tribals' festivity, it is now observed by all 

communities and religions. 

 The worship starts with the dipping of 14 deities in the Howrah River, 

followed by the sacrifice of 108 animals in the presence of hundreds 

of thousands of devotees, all at government expense. 

5) Consider the following statements on measles. 

1. Sri Lanka is the fifth country in WHO’s Southeast Asia region to 

eliminate measles 

2. India leads the South Asian region in eradicating measles 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are not correct? 

a. 1 Only 

b. 2 Only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: b 

The WHO has recently declared the elimination of measles from Sri Lanka. 

Sri Lanka is the fifth country in WHO’s Southeast Asia region to eliminate 

measles. The other four countries are Bhutan, Maldives, DPR Korea and 

Timor-Leste. 
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India has still a long way to go in eradicating measles. The concerns with 

and mistrust in vaccines is a huge challenge in this process. The Delhi High 

Court, in 2018, had put on hold a vaccination campaign, citing lack of 

parental consent. 

Measles is a deadly childhood infection (sometimes in adults) and a serious 

and highly contagious disease. It can cause debilitating or fatal 

complications, including encephalitis, severe diarrhoea and dehydration, 

pneumonia, ear infections and permanent vision loss. 

 

6) Hayabusa2 spacecraft was launched by 

a. Russian Aviation and Space Agency or the Roscosmos State Corporation 

b. NASA 

c. European Space Agency 

d. Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 

Answer: d 

Hayabusa2 spacecraft was launched by Japan Aerospace Exploration 

Agency, or JAXA. 

JAXA recently confirmed that Hayabusa2 spacecraft successfully landed on 

a distant asteroid and collected underground samples (soil sample). 

Hayabusa2 is the first to successfully collect underground soil samples from 

an asteroid. 
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The asteroid is named Ryugu, after an undersea dragon palace in a 

Japanese folktale. It is about 300 million kilometers (180 million miles) 

from Earth. 

The achievement comes ahead of a similar mission planned by the US's 

NASA team at another asteroid. 

 

UPSC IAS Preliminary Examination Test 
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7) Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. Corporate bonds are debt securities issued by both private and public 

corporations 

2. A corporate bond does not involve an ownership interest in the company, 

unlike when one purchases a company's equity stock 

a. 1 Only 

b. 2 Only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c 

In Budget 2019, the Finance Minister has announced fresh measures to 

boost the development of India’s corporate bond market. 
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Corporate bonds are debt securities issued by private and public 

corporations to raise money for a variety of purposes. 

A buyer buys a corporate bond, and lends money to the "issuer" i.e. the 

company that issued the bond, and gets periodical returns as interest until 

the principal amount is paid at a specified maturity date. 

Notably, a corporate bond does not involve an ownership interest in the 

company. This is unlike the case when one purchases the company's equity 

stock, which involves ownership terms. 

 

8) Which of the following statement(s) is/are not correct? 

1. Art 370 allows the Jammu and Kashmir legislature to define the list of 

‘permanent residents’ of the state 

2. Article 35A provides temporary, transitional and special status to Jammu 

and Kashmir 

a. 1 Only 

b. 2 Only 

c. Neither 1 nor 2 

d. Both 1 and 2 

Answer: d 

Article 35A allows the Jammu and Kashmir legislature to define the list of 

‘permanent residents’ of the state. It was added to the constitution through 
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the Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954, a 

presidential order. 

Art 370 provides temporary, transitional and special status to Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

Recently, the government has informed the Parliament that no foreign 

government or organisation had any locus standing in repealing Article 

370. The reply came in response to a question on whether repeal of these 

articles in any way violates UN regulations or any international obligation 

of the country. 

 

9) Diamond Harbour is a port located in the state of - 

a. West Bengal 

b. Maharashtra 

c. Odisha 

d. Tamil Nadu 

Answer: a 

The Diamond Harbour in West Bengal is located at the mouth of river 

Hooghly. 

It was recently in news as it recorded the maximum sea level increase, 

among the major ports in India. Diamond Harbour is followed by Kandla 

port in Gujarat, Haldia in West Bengal, and Port Blair on South Andaman 

Island. 
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Chennai and Mumbai recorded a sea level rise far below the global and the 

national averages. 

 

10) The Rohingya, often seen in news, is 

a. A tribal community in Cambodia 

b. A majorly Buddhist group in Myanmar 

c. An Indo-Aryan ethnic group 

d. None of the above 

Answer: c 

Former U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon recently expressed concern 

over risks of monsoon floods threatening the lives of Rohingya refugees in 

camps in Bangladesh. 

Rohingya are an Indo-Aryan ethnic group, largely comprising Muslims, 

who predominantly live in the Western Myanmar province of Rakhine. 

They speak a dialect of Bengali, as opposed to the commonly spoken 

Burmese language. 

Though they have been living in the South East Asian country for 

generations, Myanmar considers them as persons who migrated to their 

land during the Colonial rule. So, it has not granted Rohingyas full 

citizenship. Sectarian violence between Rohingyas and Rakhine’s Buddhist 

natives began flaring up in 2012. 
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Thousands of Rohingya have been fleeing Myanmar, many of whom are 

moving to Bangladesh and India, which is leading to a refugee crisis. 
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11) What is the main objective of Utkarsh 2022 sometimes seen in the news 

recently? 

a. To clean the most polluted rivers in the state of Uttarakhand by 2022 

b. To improve regulation and supervision of the Reserve Bank of India 

c. To promote Uttarkashi as one of the top tourist destination around the 

world 

d. It is a three year action plan to eradicate Acute Encephalitis Syndrome in 

the state of Uttar Pradesh 

Answer: b 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board has recently finalised a three- year 

roadmap to improve regulation and supervision, among other functions of 

the central bank (RBI). 

This medium term strategy — named Utkarsh 2022 — is in line with the 

global central banks’ plan to strengthen the regulatory and supervisory 

mechanism. 
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12) The Global Study on Homicide 2019 was published recently by which of 

the following organisations? 

a. UN Office on Drugs and Crime 

b. UN Human Rights Council 

c. UN Relief and Work Agency 

d. Amnesty International 

Answer: a 

The Global Study on Homicide 2019 was published recently by the UN 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

Asia, which accounts for 60% of the global population, recorded the lowest 

rate of homicide in 2017 with only 2.3 killings per 1,00,000 people while 

the Americas had the highest homicide rate, according to the UN report. 

 

13) Gliese 3470 b sometimes seen in the news recently refers to a/an 

a. Star 

b. Comet 

c. Black Hole 

d. Exo-planet 

Answer: d 
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Two NASA telescopes — Hubble and Spitzer, joined their (metaphorical) 

telescope hands for the first time to seek out chemical 'fingerprints' of an 

exoplanet 12.6 times the size of Earth. 

The planet in question, called Gliese 3470 b, is not in our solar system, 

which is why it is called an 'exo-planet'. 

Gliese 3470 b is almost a cross between planets Earth and Neptune and has 

a large, rocky core. 

Scientists thought this planet would have heavier elements like oxygen and 

carbon, too, but its atmosphere is dominated with hydrogen and helium, 

much closer in composition to the Sun. 

 

14) With respect to Foreigners Tribunal, consider the following statements: 

1. They are quasi-judicial bodies. 

2. Under the tribunal, the onus of proving one’s nationality lies upon 

such person. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c 
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The Foreigners’ Tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies meant to “furnish 

opinion on the question as to whether a person is or is not a foreigner 

within the meaning of Foreigners Act, 1946”. 

Section 9 of the Foreigners Act says that “the onus of proving that such 

person is not a foreigner or is not a foreigner of such particular class or 

description, as the case may be, shall, not withstanding anything contained 

in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, lie upon such person”. 

 

15) Prosecco Hills was recently included in the UNESCO’s World Heritage 

Site. Prosecco Hills are located in? 

a. Italy 

b. Egypt 

c. Australia 

d. Switzerland 

Answer: a 

Italy’s prosecco hills northeast of Venice, which have been cultivated for 

centuries, were recently added to the World Heritage list by the UN cultural 

organisation (UNESCO) 
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16) Consider the following statements with respect to Indira Gandhi 

National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) 

1. It aims to serve as a major resource centre for the arts, especially 

written, oral and visual source materials. 

2. It is an autonomous institution works under the Ministry of Culture. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c 

 

17) Which one of the following is not the function of Sangeet Natak 

Akademi (SNA)? 

a. It organizes festivals at all over the country 

b. It gives grants-in-aid for research, documentation, and publishing in the 

performing arts 

c. It documents and records the performing arts for its audio-visual archive 

d. None of the above 

Answer: d 
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Sangeet Natak Akademi (SNA) organizes festivals at all over the country, 

gives grants-in-aid for research, documentation, and publishing in the 

performing arts; organizes and subsidizes seminars and conferences of 

subject specialists; documents and records the performing arts for its 

audio-visual archive. 

 

18) Consider the following statements with respect to Ecological Succession 

1. Primary Succession occurs when an ecological community first enters 

into a new form of habitat that it has not been present in before. 

2. Secondary Succession occurs in already established habitat. 

3. In Climax stage, an ecosystem becomes balanced and there is a little 

risk of an interfering event to influence the environment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a.  3 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 

 

19) The well of Zamzam sometimes seen in the news recently is located in? 

a.  Israel 

b.  Jordan 
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c.  Saudi Arabia 

d.  Pacific Ocean 

Answer : c 

The well of Zamzam is located in Mecca in Saudi Arabia and many Haj 

pilgrims bring the holy water from the well for family and friends. 

 

20) Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve is located in which of the following 

states? 

a.  Jharkhand 

b.  Chhattisgarh 

c.  Maharashtra 

d.  Madhya Pradesh 

Answer : c 

 

 

21) Consider the following statements with respect to Pradhan Mantri 

Matsya Sampada Yojana 

1. The Scheme aims to address critical gaps in value chain including 

infrastructure modernization, traceability, production, productivity, 

post-harvest and quality control. 
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2. It is being implemented by the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

 

22) Obesogens are chemicals that interact with the genes that makes one 

fatter. Which of the following are Obesogens chemicals? 

a.  Curcumin 

b.  Genistein 

c.  Capsaicin 

d.  Zingiberene 

Answer : b 

According to a study, genes tend to interact with obesogens in the 

environment to make the person fatter. 

Obesogen are chemicals — pesticides, phthalates, medicines — that affect 

body functions and makes one fat. 
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Obesogen include chemicals such as: 

Monosodium glutamate — popularly called ajinomoto 

Clozapine, an anti-psychotic drug, Genistein — found in soy products like 

milk and baby food, 

Bisphenol A (BPA): Used in plastic and baby bottles and in sealing food 

cans, 

Arsenic: Chemical present in rocks and soil, percolates into groundwater 

and accumulates in crops, 

Nicotine: An addictive chemical found in tobacco, 

Dichloro-diphenyltrichloroethane or DDT popular insecticide. 

 

23) Consider the following statements with respect to Calling Attention 

motion 

1. It is introduced in the Parliament by a member to call the attention of 

a minister to a matter of urgent public importance. 

2. It can be introduced only in the Lok Sabha. 

3. Like zero hour, it is also an Indian innovation. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 and 2 Only 

b.  2 and 3 Only 

c.  1 and 3 Only 
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d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : c 

Calling Attention Motion is introduced in the Parliament by a member to 

call the attention of a minister to a matter of urgent public importance, and 

to seek an authoritative statement from him on that matter. 

It can be introduced in any house of the parliament. 

Like the zero hour, it is also an Indian innovation in the parliamentary 

procedure and has been in existence since 1954. 

However, unlike the zero hour, it is mentioned in the Rules of Procedure. 
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24) Consider the following statements with respect to Dastak Campaign 

1. It was launched by the government of Uttar Pradesh. 

2. It aims to eradicate Acute Encephalitis Syndrome and Japanese 

Encephalitis. 

3. It is done in association with the help of World Health Organisation. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
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a.  1 and 2 Only 

b.  1 and 3 Only 

c.  2 and 3 Only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : a 

Uttar Pradesh government has launched a massive campaign called 

‘Dastak’ to eradicate deadly Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) and 

Japanese Encephalitis (JE) disease. 

As part of campaign, entire state machinery with help of UNICEF (United 

Nations Children’s Fund) went door to door in 38 districts affected by JE 

and AES. 

For the first time, the Cultural Department will join the Health Department 

in combating the virus in eastern Uttar Pradesh. 

 

25) Consider the following statements with respect to New Space India 

Limited 

1. It was established to tap the benefits of research and development 

carried out by Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). 

2. It will be established based on the Public Private Partnership (PPP) 

Model. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 
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a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

A Public Sector Enterprise viz. New Space India Limited (NSIL) has been 

incorporated as a new commercial arm of Department of Space to tap the 

benefits of the Research & Development carried out by ISRO. 

The Company will spearhead commercialization of various space products 

including production of launch vehicles, transfer to technologies and 

marketing of space products. 

 

26) Jal Jeevan Mission recently seen in the news aims to? 

a.  Identifying presence of water and life in Mars 

b.  Cleaning river Ganga under Ganga Rejuvenation Project 

c.  Creation of local infrastructure for water sustainability 

d.  Establishment of sanitary water treatment plants 

Answer : c 

Jal Jeevan Mission will focus in creation of local infrastructure for water 

sustainability – piped water supply for all homes in rural areas. 

The newly constituted Jal Shakti ministry will helm the program. 



MYUPSC.COM 

This mission will focus on integrated demand and supply-side management 

of water at the local level, including the creation of local infrastructure for 

source sustainability like rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge and 

management of household wastewater for reuse in agriculture. 

 

27) Consider the following statements with respect to Gandhipedia 

1. Gandhipedia is being developed in order to sensitise society, 

particularly the youth. 

2. It is being developed under Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

Gandhipedia is being developed by National Council for Science Museums. 

It aims to sensitise youth and society at large about positive Gandhian 

values under Ministry of Culture. 

28) Consider the following taxes 

1. Securities Transaction tax 

2. Angel tax 
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3. Goods and Service tax 

4. Capital Gains tax 

Which of the above comes under direct tax? 

a.  1 and 4 Only 

b.  1 and 2 Only 

c.  1, 2 and 4 Only 

d.  All of the above 

Answer : c 

 

29) Pygmy hog is a critically endangered species found only in? 

a.  Kaziranga National Park 

b.  Manas National park 

c.  Orang National Park 

d.  Dibru-Saikhowa National Park 

Answer : b 

Only one viable population remains in the Manas Tiger Reserve, but even 

there, threats due to livestock grazing, poaching, fire, and tigers persist. 

 

30) The ex-officio members of the National Human Rights Commission 

are: 
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1. National commission for STs 

2. National commission for Women 

3. Chief Central commissioner for Disabled persons 

4. National commission  for Minorities 

5. National commission for SCs 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a.  1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

b.  1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

c.  2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d.  1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Answer : a 
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31) Consider the following statements with respect to Gangetic river 

dolphins 

1. They were found in India, Bangladesh and Nepal. 

2. It is blind and finds its way and prey in the river waters through 

echoes. 

3. It has been listed as endangered under the IUCN Red List. 
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Which of the statements given above are correct? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 

Gangetic river dolphins fall under Schedule I of the Indian Wild Life 

(Protection) Act and have been declared an endangered species by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

The Gangetic river dolphin is one of the four freshwater dolphin species in 

the world. 

The other three are found in the Yangtze river in China, the Indus river in 

Pakistan and the Amazon river in South America. 

The Gangetic river species — found in India, Bangladesh and Nepal — is 

blind and finds its way and prey in the river waters through echoes. 

A population of endangered Gangetic river dolphins has been found for the 

first time in the Mahananda river, a tributary of the Ganga, in Bihar’s 

Kishanganj district. 

 

32) Consider the following statements with respect to Adjournment Motion 

1. It only terminates a sitting of the House and not a session of the 

House. 
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2. Rajya Sabha is not permitted to make use of this device. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 

Adjournment Motion is introduced in the Parliament to draw attention of 

the House to a definite matter of urgent public importance, and needs the 

support of 50 members to be admitted. 

As it interrupts the normal business of the House, it is regarded as an 

extraordinary device. 

It involves an element of censure against the government and hence Rajya 

Sabha is not permitted to make use of this device. 

The discussion on an adjournment motion should last for not less than two 

hours and thirty minutes. 

Recently, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has suggested to the Member of 

Parliaments not to move adjournment motions in the House if there is no 

urgency, because such practice hamper the productivity of Parliament. 

Adjournment is different from the Adjournment Motion 
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33) Consider the following statements 

1. Constitutional Amendment is required to change the name of a State. 

2. State’s approval is not mandatory to change the name of a State. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

The Constitution authorises the Parliament to form new states or alter the 

areas, boundaries or names of the existing states without their consent. 

The Union Minister of the State for Home Affairs has recently informed the 

Rajya Sabha that Constitutional Amendment is required for changing the 

name of the state in response to the proposal by the Government of West 

Bengal to change its name to Bangla. 

 

34) Consider the following statements with respect to International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) 

1. It was one among the specialized agencies of the United Nations 

(UN). 
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2. It was established in response to India’s first nuclear operation held 

in 1974 code named as “Smiling Budha”. 

3. India joined IAEA in 1993 after the Second Pokhran Test which was 

held in 1992. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  None 

Answer : d 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was created in 1957 in 

response to the deep fears and expectations generated by the discoveries 

and diverse uses of nuclear technology. 

It was established as an autonomous organization which is not under direct 

control of the UN, but reports to both the UNGA and Security Council. 

It is widely known as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” Organization. 

India joined IAEA in 1957. 

 

35) State of the Education Report for India: Children with Disabilities 2019 

was published recently by? 

a.  UNESCO 
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b.  NITI Aayog 

c.  Union Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : a 

 

36) Tapan Ray Committee sometimes seen in the news recently was 

constituted for which of the following purposes? 

a.  To suggest for revamping of PM National Disaster Relief Fund 

b.  To study issues in the Prevention of Money Laundering Act 

c.  To review the framework for Core Investment Companies 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : c 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up a working group to review the 

regulatory and supervisory framework for core investment companies 

(CIC). 

The group will be headed by Tapan Ray, non-executive chairman, Central 

Bank of India and former Secretary in the Ministry of Corporate Affairs. 

 

37) Consider the following statements with respect to Mahananda River 

1. It is a trans-boundary river that flows through India and Bangladesh. 

2. It is a tributary of River Ganga. 
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3. Gangetic River Dolphins were found in this river. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  1, 2 and 3 

d.  None 

Answer : c 

Mahananda River is a trans-boundary river flow through northern India 

and Bangladesh. 

A population of endangered Gangetic river dolphins has been found for the 

first time in the Mahananda river, a tributary of the Ganga, in Bihar’s 

Kishanganj district. 

 

38) Consider the following pairs 

Places in News – Country 

1. Tiware dam – China 

2. Atacama Desert – Brazil 

3. Balochistan – Pakistan 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are correctly matched? 

a.  3 only 
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b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : a 

Tiware dam – Maharashtra, India 

Balochistan – Pakistan 

The U.S. had recently designated the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) as a 

terror organisation. 

Tiware dam located in Ratnagiri in Maharashtra has been breached 

recently. 

 

39) Lampedusa Island sometimes seen in the news recently is located in 

which of the following regions? 

a.  Black Sea 

b.  Sea of Azov 

c.  Caspian Sea 

d.  Mediterranean Sea 

Answer : d 

A 31 year old German woman Carola Roackete was recently arrested and 

released later in Italy for rescuing nearly 40 migrants and docking her 
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vessel in the Lampedusa Island located in the Mediterranean Sea against 

the Italian police in defiance of Italy’s anti-migrant interior minister. 

 

40) With respect to Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF), 

consider the following statements: 

1. It has been constituted by an Act of Parliament. 

2. It was constituted originally to assist displaced persons from 

Pakistan. 

3. It consists entirely of public contributions and does not get any 

budgetary support. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : c 

In pursuance of an appeal by the then Prime Minister, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 

in January, 1948, the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF) was 

established with public contributions to assist displaced persons from 

Pakistan. 

The fund consists entirely of public contributions and does not get any 

budgetary support. 
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PMNRF has not been constituted by the Parliament. 

Prime Minister is the Chairman of PMNRF and is assisted by Officers/ Staff 

on honorary basis. 

 

41. Consider the following statements about ‘Jal Hi Jeevan Hai’ Scheme. 

1. It is the crop diversification scheme of the Odisha government. 

2. The scheme aims to ensure purchase of produce through MSP and 

also give farmer input support. 

3. Restoration of ground water table is one of the objectives of the 

scheme. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 

b) 1, 3 

c) 2, 3 

d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: c) 

The farmers of northern districts of Haryana have shown a keen interest in 

crop diversification scheme called ‘Jal Hi Jeevan Hai’ of the Haryana 

government which promotes to diversify paddy area into maize, arhar dal 

(pigeon pea) and soybean. 

 

Objectives of the scheme: 
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To reduce the area of water guzzling crops in Haryana Induction of 

technological innovation for establishing alternate crops for sustainable 

agriculture. 

To introduce Resource conservation, 

To restore ground water table 

To control soil fatigue because of rice-wheat cycle and introduce soil 

conservative and micronutrients balanced crop for the soil. 

To shift the farmer from paddy wheat cycle and give more profitable crop 

options to the farmers 

Ensure purchase of produce of this diversified area through MSP and also 

give farmer input support and cover his risk by insuring them completely 

under PMFBY 

 

UPSC IAS Preliminary Examination Test 

Series 2020 (Weekly) 

 

42. Lunar Evacuation System Assembly (LESA), recently seen in news is 

related to 

a) Commercial lunar lander of NASA 

b) Successor to Chandrayaan-2 

c) Polar rover to scout for water 
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d) Rescue an injured astronaut on the lunar surface 

Solution: d) 

Developed by the European Space Agency (ESA), LESA is a pyramid-like 

structure whose purpose is to rescue an astronaut should he or she suffer 

an injury on the lunar surface. 

LESA can be operated by a single astronaut to rescue a fallen colleague. It 

enables an astronaut to lift their crewmate onto a mobile stretcher in less 

than 10 minutes, before carrying them to the safety of a nearby pressurised 

lander. 

43. Consider the following statements. 

1. India stood ahead of China in terms of honey production in 2017-18. 

2. Beekeeping Development Committee under the Chairmanship of 

Bibek Debroy is setup to identify ways of advancing beekeeping in 

India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

Solution: b 
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The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister set up a Beekeeping 

Development Committee under the Chairmanship of Professor Bibek 

Debroy. 

BDC was constituted with the objective of identifying ways of advancing 

beekeeping in India that can help in improving agricultural productivity, 

enhancing employment generation, augmenting nutritional security and 

sustaining biodiversity. 

As per Food and Agricultural Organization database, in 2017-18, India 

ranked eighth in the world in terms of honey production (64.9 thousand 

tonnes) while China stood first with a production level of 551 thousand 

tonnes. 

 

44. Consider the following statements about Nipah virus (NiV). 

1. Nipah virus (NiV) is a zoonotic virus and can also be transmitted 

through contaminated food or directly between people. 

2. Monkeys are the natural host of Nipah virus. 

3. Human infections range from asymptomatic to acute respiratory 

infection and fatal encephalitis, involving inflammation of the brain. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2, 3 

c) 1, 3 

d) 1, 2 
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Solution: c 

Nipah virus (NiV) is a zoonotic virus (it is transmitted from animals to 

humans) and can also be transmitted through contaminated food or 

directly between people. 

Human infections range from asymptomatic (no symptoms) to acute 

respiratory infection and fatal encephalitis, involving inflammation of the 

brain, according to the World Health Organization (WHO). 

The Nipah virus was first recognised in 1999 during an outbreak among pig 

farmers in Malaysia. It was also recognised in Bangladesh in 2001, and 

nearly annual outbreaks have occurred in that country since. The disease 

has also been identified periodically in India. Last year, the virus killed 17 

people in Kerala. Fruit bats of the Pteropodidae family are the natural host 

of Nipah virus. 

 

UPSC IAS Preliminary Examination Test 

Series 2020 (Weekly) 

 

45. Consider the following statements about Register of Indigenous 

Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN). 

1. It is an initiative of the Union Government to prepare a master list of 

all indigenous inhabitants of the Nagaland. 

2. Its objective is to prevent people from acquiring fake indigenous 

inhabitants’ certificates. 
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3. RIIN will be the first official master list of Nagaland’s indigenous 

inhabitants. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 

b) 1 only 

c) 2, 3 

d) 1, 3 

Solution: c 

The Nagaland government is initiating an exercise to prepare a master list 

of all indigenous inhabitants of the State. This list, called the Register of 

Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN), is seen as a localised version of 

the National Register of Citizens (NRC) of Assam. 

 

The RIIN will be the first official master list of Nagaland’s indigenous 

inhabitants. Its objective is to prevent people from acquiring fake 

indigenous inhabitants’ certificates. 

 

46) Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) objective is to 

prevent people from acquiring fake indigenous inhabitants’ certificates. 

2. Inner Line Permit (ILP) is a temporary travel document an Indian citizen 

has to possess to enter ‘protected’ areas of the Northeast 
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Select the correct statements 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (c) 

Both the statements are correct. 

 

47) Which of the following is/are problems associated with ‘RO 

Desalination’? 

1. Deposition of highly concentrated salt water along the shores 

2. Reduced availability of fishes along the coast 

Select the correct code: 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (c) 

Because RO plants convert seawater to fresh water, the major 

environmental challenge they pose is the deposition of brine (highly 
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concentrated salt water) along the shores. Ever since the Chennai plants 

have started to function, fishermen have complained that the brine being 

deposited along the seashore is triggering changes along the coastline and 

reducing the availability of prawn, sardine and mackerel. 

Environmentalists second this saying that hyper salinity along the shore 

affects plankton, which is the main food for several of these fish species. 

Moreover, the high pressure motors needed to draw in the seawater end up 

sucking in small fish and life forms, thereby crushing and killing them — 

again a loss of marine resource. Another unexpected problem, an 

environmentalist group has alleged, was that the construction of the RO 

plants required troves of groundwater. This was freshwater that was sucked 

out and has since been replaced by salt water, rendering it unfit for the 

residents around the desalination plants. 
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48) Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 

1. Arak - Iran 

2. Baku - Azerbaijan 

3. Bagan - Laos 

Select the correct code: 
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a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) All of the above 

Solution (a) 

Arak - Iran 

Baku - Azerbaijan 

Bagan – Myanmar 

 

49) ‘Kharnaks’ are an ageing tribe from 

a) Jammu & Kashmir 

b) Lakshadweep 

c) Nicobar Islands 

d) Goa 

Solution (a) 

 

50) consider the following statements with respect to ‘Koovagam 

festival’ 

1. It is an occasion for the collective expression of transgender identity. 
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2. It is held to commemorate a story from the Mahabharata, where Aravan, 

one of the sons of Arjuna, offers himself as sacrifice to ensure victory for the 

Pandava army in the battle of Kurukshetra 

Select the correct statements 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (c) 

The festival has gained much popularity, and is nowadays attended by 

transgender people as well as the larger LGBTQI community from across 

India, and even Sri Lanka and Southeast Asian countries. 

The festival is held to commemorate a story from the Mahabharata, where 

Aravan, one of the sons of Arjuna, offers himself as sacrifice to ensure 

victory for the Pandava army in the battle of Kurukshetra. Aravan is the 

chief deity of the Kuttantavar cult and a divinity of the Draupadi cult in 

rural Tamil Nadu. He is also worshipped by the transgender people of the 

region, where they are known as aravanis or, more specifically, as 

thirunangai (for transgender women) and thirunambi (transgender men). 

 

51) consider the following statements with respect to ‘PUNCH Mission’ 

1. It is a joint mission by ISRO and JAXA. 
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2. It is aimed at clearing space debris around Indian and Japanese Satellites 

and make way for Indian workable space station. 

Select the correct statements 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (d) 

It is NASA’s landmark mission that will image regions beyond the Sun’s 

outer corona. 

 

52) consider the following statements with respect to ‘United Nations 

Convention against Corruption (UNCAC)’ 

1. It is legally binding in nature 

2. UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) serves as Secretariat for the 

UNCAC. 

3. It does not address the cross-border nature of corruption 

Select the correct statements 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 
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c) 1 and 3 

d) All of the above 

Solution (a) 

The United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) is the only 

legally binding international anti-corruption multilateral treaty. 

Negotiated by member states of the United Nations (UN) it has been 

adopted by the UN General Assembly in October 2003 and entered into 

force in December 2005. 

The UNCAC recognise the importance of both preventive and punitive 

measures, addresses the cross-border nature of corruption with provisions 

on international cooperation and on the return of the proceeds of 

corruption. 

States Parties - countries that have ratified the Convention - are expected to 

cooperate in criminal matters and consider assisting each other in 

investigations of and proceedings in civil and administrative matters 

relating to corruption. The Convention further calls for the participation of 

civil society and non-governmental organisations in accountability 

processes and underlines the importance of citizens’ access to information. 

The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in Vienna serves as 

Secretariat for the UNCAC. 

UNCAC's goal is to reduce various types of corruption that can occur across 

country borders, such as trading in influence and abuse of power, as well as 

corruption in the private sector, such as embezzlement and money 

laundering. Another goal of the UNCAC is to strengthen international law 



MYUPSC.COM 

enforcement and judicial cooperation between countries by providing 

effective legal mechanisms for international asset recovery. 
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53) Which of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. In India capital punishment is a statutory provision. 

2. The 20th Law Commission in 2015 recommended the abolition of death 

penalty in a swift manner except in terror related cases. 

Select the correct statements 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (c) 

In India capital punishment is a statutory provision, even though it is used 

in the rarest of rare cases. 

The constitutional validity of the death penalty has been challenged many 

times. It was first challenged in Jagmohan v. State of Uttar Pradesh in 
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which the Hon’ble Supreme Court upheld its validity stating that the capital 

punishment itself was not unreasonable per se and neither was its abolition 

in the public interest and hence not violative of the Art. 19 of the 

Constitution. It has been challenged many times since but the decision has 

remained same. 

One of the most interesting developments that occurred with regard to the 

future of the death penalty in India was a report of the 20th Law 

Commission in 2015. The law commission under the chairmanship of 

Justice A. P. Shah recommended the abolition of death penalty in a swift 

manner except in terror related cases. 

 

54) NASA’s Dragonfly mission is associated with 

a) Mars 

b) Saturn 

c) Jupiter 

d) Bennu Asteroid 

Solution (b) 

Dragonfly mission will fly multiple sorties to sample and examine sites 

around Saturn’s icy moon. 

Dragonfly will launch in 2026 and arrive in 2034. The rotorcraft will fly to 

dozens of promising locations on Titan looking for prebiotic chemical 

processes common on both Titan and Earth. Dragonfly marks the first time 



MYUPSC.COM 

NASA will fly a multi-rotor vehicle for science on another planet; it has 

eight rotors and flies like a large drone. It will take advantage of 

Titan’s dense atmosphere – four times denser than Earth’s – to become the 

first vehicle ever to fly its entire science payload to new places for 

repeatable and targeted access to surface materials. 

 

55) ‘Aruna Sundararajan Committee’ is associated with 

a) Groundwater Recharge 

b) Telecom Sector 

c) Interchange Fee 

d) Disaster Management Policy 

Solution (b) 

 

56) Consider the following statements with respect to ‘International 

Whaling Commission (IWC)’ 

1. It allows non-zero whaling quotas for aboriginal subsistence 

2. Japan is the only country who opposes a moratorium on commercial 

whaling adopted by IWC 

Select the correct statements 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 
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c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

The International Whaling Commission (IWC) is an international body set 

up by the terms of the International Convention for the Regulation of 

Whaling (ICRW), which was signed in Washington, D.C. in, 1946 to 

"provide for the proper conservation of whale stocks and thus make 

possible the orderly development of the whaling industry". 

In 1982 the IWC adopted a moratorium on commercial whaling. Currently, 

Japan, Canada and a number of other nations oppose this moratorium. The 

IWC allows non-zero whaling quotas for aboriginal subsistence and also 

member nations may issue 'Scientific Permits' to their citizens. Japan has 

issued such permits since 1986, Norway and Iceland whale under objection 

to the moratorium and issue their own quotas. In 1994, the Southern Ocean 

Whale Sanctuary was created by the IWC. 

 

57) ‘Cirrochroa thais’ was in news recently. It is a State Butterfly of 

a) Maharashtra 

b) Tamil Nadu 

c) Sikkim 

d) Arunachal Pradesh 

Solution (b) 
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Butterfly species Tamil yeoman (Cirrochroa thais) has been officially 

declared as state butterfly of Tamil Nadu. 
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58) Which of the following countries are members of ‘International 

Security Alliance’? 

1. United Arab Emirates 

2. France 

3. India 

4. Singapore 

Select the correct code: 

a) 1 and 2 Only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 

d) 1,2 and 4 

Solution (d) 
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The International Security Alliance represents an international 

collaboration of Ministries of Interior and includes working groups working 

together to combat organized and transnational crime. 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the French Republic have resolved to 

join forces in order to mitigate the risk of this challenge. This was done 

through the creation of an 

Alliance of Ministries of Interior from 8 countries: 

1. United Arab Emirates 

2. French Republic 

3. Kingdom of Bahrain 

4. Kingdom of Morocco 

5. Italian Republic 

6. Republic of Senegal 

7. Republic of Singapore 

8. Kingdom of Spain 

 

59) ‘ISALEX’ is joint security exercise of 

a) Shanghai Cooperation organisation 

b) International Security Alliance 

c) European Union 

d) Gulf Cooperation Council 

 Solution (b) 
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UAE to host International Security Alliance (ISAs) first joint security 

exercise named ISALEX19. 

60) consider the following statements with respect to ‘Strum Ataka’ 

1. It is an anti-tank missile 

2. It is being developed jointly by India and Israel 

Select the correct statements 

a) 1 Only 

b) 2 Only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Solution (a) 

Seeking to keep itself battle-ready in situations like the one post-Balakot 

aerial strikes, India has signed a deal to acquire 'Strum Ataka' anti-tank 

missile from Russia for its fleet of Mi-35 attack choppers. 

 

61. Consider the following statements about Ramsar Convention. 

1. It is the United Nations Convention that provides the framework for 

the conservation and wise use of wetlands. 

2. Almost 90% of UN member states have acceded to become 

“Contracting Parties”. 

3. It does not consider underground aquifers and human-made sites as 

wetlands. 
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4. Montreux Record is maintained as part of the Ramsar List. 

Which of the above statements is/are? 

 

a) 1, 3 

b) 2, 4 

c) 1, 2, 3 

d) 2, 3, 4 

Solution: a) 

The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar Convention, is the 

intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for the conservation 

and wise use of wetlands and their resources. 

The Convention was adopted in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971 and 

came into force in 1975. Since then, almost 90% of UN member states, from 

all the world’s geographic regions, have acceded to become “Contracting 

Parties”. 

The Convention uses a broad definition of wetlands. It includes all lakes 

and rivers, underground aquifers, swamps and marshes, wet grasslands, 

peatlands, oases, estuaries, deltas and tidal flats, mangroves and other 

coastal areas, coral reefs, and all human-made sites such as fish ponds, rice 

paddies, reservoirs and salt pans. 

Montreux Record under the Convention is a register of wetland sites on the 

List of Wetlands of International Importance where changes in ecological 
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character have occurred, are occurring, or are likely to occur as a result of 

technological developments, pollution or other human interference. 

It is maintained as part of the Ramsar List. 
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62. Which of the following wetlands in India are in the list of Ramsar sites? 

1. Ashtamudi Wetland – Kerala 

2. Bhitarkanika Mangroves – Odisha 

3. Deepor Beel – Assam 

4. Keoladeo National Park – Rajasthan 

Select the correct code. 

a) 1, 2, 3 

b) 1, 3, 4 

c) 2, 3, 4 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 

Solution: d 

India currently has 27 sites designated as Wetlands of International 

Importance (Ramsar Sites) 
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63. Consider the following statements about Small Grants Programme 

(SGP) related to environmental funding. 

1. Established in 1992, the year of the Rio Earth Summit, the Small 

Grants Programme embodies the essence of sustainable development. 

2. It is implemented by UNDP on behalf of the GEF partnership. 

3. SGP grants are made directly to the state governments for 

environment and development concerns. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 3 

b) 2, 3 

c) 1, 2 

d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: c 

The  GEF Small Grants Programme (SGP) provides financial and technical 

support to communities and Civil Society Organizations to meet the overall 

objective of global environmental benefits secured through community-

based initiatives and actions. 

Established in 1992, the year of the Rio Earth Summit, the GEF Small 

Grants Programme embodies the very essence of sustainable development 

by “thinking globally acting locally”. The Small Grants Programme has 

expanded to provide assistance to 125 countries currently. The SGP believes 

that community-driven and civil society-led initiatives can generate 
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environmental benefits, while supporting sustainable livelihoods, gender 

equality and civil society empowerment. These are actions needed at the 

local and regional level to address global environmental challenges and 

complement other areas where the GEF works. 

It is currently implemented by UNDP on behalf of the GEF partnership. 

The Program is specifically designed to mobilize bottom-up actions by 

empowering local civil society organizations, and poor and vulnerable 

communities, including women and Indigenous Peoples. 

 

64. Consider the following statements about Pulicat Lake 

1. Pulicat Lagoon is the largest brackish water lagoon in India. 

2. The annual Flamingo Festival is held at Pulicat Lake. 

3. The lake encompasses Pulicat Lake Bird Sanctuary. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 

b) 1, 3 

c) 2, 3 

d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: c 

Pulicat Lagoon is the second largest brackish water lagoon in India, after 

Chilika Lake. The lake encompasses the Pulicat Lake Bird Sanctuary. 

Flamingo festival is an annual three-day festival held in the Pulicat Lake. 



MYUPSC.COM 

 

65. Consider the following statements about the effects of species diversity 

on community. 

1. Higher productivity 

2. High yearly variation in total biomass 

3. Increase in resistance to invasive alien species 

Which of the above statements is/are? 

a) 1, 3 

b) 2 only 

c) 1, 2 

d) None 

Solution: b 

Ecologists believe that communities with more species, generally, tend to 

be more stable than those with less species. 

A stable community should not show too much variation in productivity 

from year to year; it must be either resistant or resilient to occasional 

disturbances (natural or man-made), and it must also be resistant to 

invasions by alien species. 

David Tilman’s long-term ecosystem experiments using outdoor plots 

provide some tentative answers. Tillman found that plots with more species 

showed less year-to-year variation in total biomass. He also showed that in 

his experiments, increased diversity contributed to higher productivity. 
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66. Consider the following statements with reference to the Motion of 

Thanks. 

1. It is addressed by the President of India. 

2. The motion is put to vote only in Lok Sabha. 

3. It is addressed at the beginning of every new session of the 

Parliament. 

Which of the above statements is/are? 

a) 1, 2 

b) 1, 3 

c) 2 only 

d) 2, 3 

Solution: d 

The first session after each general election and the first session of every 

fiscal year is addressed by the president. In this address, the president 

outlines the policies and programmes of the government in the preceding 

year and ensuing year. This address of the president is called the ‘Motion of 

Thanks’. At the end of the discussion, the motion is put to vote. 

This motion must be passed in both the House. Otherwise, it amounts to 

the defeat of the government. 
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This inaugural speech of the president is an occasion available to the 

members of Parliament to raise discussions and debates to examine and 

criticise the government and administration for its lapses and failures. 

 

67. Consider the following statements with reference to Motion of 

Thanks. 

1. Amendments to Motion of Thanks can be moved in both the houses 

in such form as may be considered appropriate by the Speaker. 

2. The Motion of Thanks is deemed to be a no-confidence motion. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

Solution: b 

Notices of amendments to Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address can 

be tabled after the President has delivered his Address. Amendments may 

refer to matters contained in the Address as well as to matters, in the 

opinion of the member, the Address has failed to mention. Amendments 

can be moved to the Motion of Thanks in such form as may be considered 

appropriate by the Speaker in Lok Sabha and Chairman in Rajya Sabha. 
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Members of Parliament vote on this motion of thanks. This motion must be 

passed in both the houses. A failure to get motion of thanks passed 

amounts to defeat of government and leads to collapse of government. This 

is why, the Motion of Thanks is deemed to be a no-confidence motion. 

 

68. A parliamentary committee means a committee that: 

1. Is appointed or elected by the House 

2. Works under the direction of the Speaker / Chairman 

3. Presents its report to the President 

4. Has a secretariat provided by the Cabinet secretary 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 

b) 3, 4 

c) 1, 2, 3 

d) 2, 3, 4 

Solution: a 

 A parliamentary committee means a committee that: 

Is appointed or elected by the House or nominated by the Speaker / 

Chairman 

Works under the direction of the Speaker / Chairman 

Presents its report to the House or to the Speaker / Chairman 
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Has a secretariat provided by the Lok Sabha / Rajya Sabha 

 

69. With reference to the Union Government consider the following 

statements. 

1. The Department of Revenue is responsible for the preparation of Union 

Budget that is presented to the parliament. 

2. No amount can be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund of India 

without the authorization of Parliament of India. 

3. All the disbursements made from Public Account also need the 

Authorization from the Parliament of India 

Which of the following statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 

b) 2, 3 

c) 2 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: c 

The constitution establishes three types of funds – Consolidated Fund of 

India; Public Account; Contingency Fund. 

Prior authorization is required for withdrawing from Consolidated Fund of 

India. For Contingency fund of India, withdrawal can be authorized by the 

Parliament afterwards too. For Public Account, no such authorization is 

needed. 
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Assessing the revenues from different central taxes is the primary function 

of the Department of Revenue and the expenditure estimates for the 

current and the next year for various expenditure heads are assessed by the 

Department of Expenditure. The Department of Expenditure also assesses 

the resources of the public sector undertakings (PSUs). 

The Budget division is a part of the Department of Economic Affairs. 

70. Consider the following statements about languages recognized by the 

Constitution of India. 

1. Languages recognized by the Constitution are under Eighth Schedule 

of the constitution. 

2. Originally, it had 14 languages but presently there are 24 languages. 

3. Maithili, Nepali and Konkani are included under Eighth Schedule of 

the constitution. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 

b) 2, 3 

c) 1, 3 

d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: c 

Eighth Schedule: Languages recognized by the Constitution. Originally, it 

had 14 languages but presently there are 22 languages. They are: Assamese, 

Bengali, Bodo, Dogri (Dongri), Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, 
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Konkani, Mathili (Maithili), Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, Odia, 

Punjabi, Sanskrit, Santhali, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu. 

 

71. Consider the following statements. 

1. The Punjab Hindu Sabha, founded in 1909 was instrumental in 

spreading Communalism. 

2. The first session of All-India Hindu Mahasabha was held under the 

Presidentship of the Maharaja of Travancore, in April 1915. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

Solution: a 

The Punjab Hindu Sabha founded under the leaders U.N. Mukherji and Lal 

Chand, in 1909, laid the foundations of Hindu communal ideology and 

politics. The first session of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha was held under 

the Presidentship of the Maharaja of Kasim Bazar, in April 1915. 

 

72. Consider the following statements regarding Pitt’s India Act of 1784. 

1. Pitt’s India Act was also known as the Act of Settlement. 

2. It established a system of double government. 
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3. British Government was given the supreme control over Company’s 

affairs and its administration in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1, 2 

b) 1, 3 

c) 2, 3 

d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: c 

In a bid to rectify the defects of the Regulating Act of 1773, the British 

Parliament passed the Amending Act of 1781, also known as the Act of 

Settlement. The next important act was the Pitt’s India Act2 of 1784. 

Features of the Act: 

It distinguished between the commercial and political functions of the 

Company. 

It allowed the Court of Directors to manage the commercial affairs but 

created a new body called Board of Control to manage the political affairs. 

Thus, it established a system of double government. 

It empowered the Board of Control to supervise and direct all operations of 

the civil and military government or revenues of the British possessions in 

India. 

Thus, the act was significant for two reasons: first, the Company’s 

territories in India were for the first time called the ‘British possessions in 
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India’; and second, the British Government was given the supreme control 

over Company’s affairs and its administration in India. 

 

73. Those who joined Mughal service were enrolled as mansabdars. 

Consider the following statements about them. 

1. It was a grading system to fix rank and salary. 

2. The mansabdar was not supposed to have a military force. 

3. There was a practice of branding the horses of mansabdars. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 2, 3 

c) 1, 3 

d) 1, 2, 3 

Solution: c 

The term mansabdar refers to an individual who holds a mansab, meaning 

a position or rank. It was a grading system used by the Mughals to fix (1) 

rank, (2) salary and (3) military responsibilities. 

Rank and salary were determined by a numerical value called zat. The 

higher the zat, the more prestigious was the noble’s position in court and 

the larger his salary. 

The mansabdar’s military responsibilities required him to maintain a 

specified number of sawar or cavalrymen. 
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The mansabdar brought his cavalrymen for review, got them registered, 

their horses branded and then received money to pay them as salary. 

 

74. Consider the following statements. 

1. In Lucknow session, Congress accepted Muslim league’s demand of 

separate electorate for Muslims. 

2. In Karachi session, Congress adopted a resolution on economic 

Policy. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 

d) None 

Solution: c 

The Lucknow Pact between the Congress and the Muslim League could be 

considered an important event in the course of the nationalistic struggle for 

freedom. The Congress accepted the Muslim League’s position on separate 

electorates. 

At the Karachi Congress Session—1931, two resolutions were adopted—one 

on Fundamental Rights and the other on National Economic Programme— 

which made the session particularly memorable. 
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75. The aim of Public Safety Bill, 1928 was to 

a) Regulate the manufacture, sale, possession, and carrying of firearms. 

b) Allow British subjects to be tried by Indian judges. 

c) Deport the foreigners suspected of propagating socialist and communist 

ideas. 

d) Abolish oppressive social practices among various religious groups. 

 

Solution: c 

Public safety bill aimed to stop Communist movement in India by cutting it 

off from British & foreign communist organizations. It called to deport the 

foreigners suspected of propagating socialist and communist ideas. 

 

76) EQUIP sometimes seen in the news recently is a five year vision plan 

associated with which of the following sector? 

a. Education 

b. Agriculture 

c. Skill Development 
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d. Artificial Intelligence 

Answer : a 

The Centre has released a five-year vision and action plan to transform 

higher education by doubling enrolment and employability, addressing 

inequalities of access, and revamping governance and funding mechanisms. 

The Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme (EQUIP) is 

likely to involve investment of Rs. 1.5 lakh crore over the next five years, 

much of which will have to be raised from the market. 

77) Consider the following statements with respect to Treaty of 

Versailles 

1. Germany initiated the treaty and was a devoted supporter of its 

terms. 

2. The Treaty of Versailles contributed to the stability and peace of the 

European continent after the First World War. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : d 

The Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919, without Germany. 

The Treaty placed a heavy burden on Germany’s burgeoning democracy. 
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In Germany, many dismissed the treaty as a “dictated peace” due to its 

harsh terms. 

Germany only signed the treaty after the Allies threatened to invade the 

country. 

The victorious powers — led by the United States, Britain, France and Italy 

— declared Germany and its allies to be solely responsible for the outbreak 

of World War I. 

The Treaty of Versailles failed to create a lasting peace on the European 

continent. 

Adolf Hitler’s rise to power once again transformed Germany into a 

disruptive nation, with building up army, and alliances with other fascist 

countries like Italy and Spain. 

 

78) Consider the following statements with respect to Singhey Khababs 

Sindhu Festival 

1. It is also known as Megha Darshan. 

2. It is a major festival celebrated by the Mishmi tribes of Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

3. This festival will be celebrated every year on the banks of Subansiri 

River. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 
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c.  1, 2 and 3 

d.  None 

Answer : d 

In Ladakh region of Jammu and Kashmir, tourist's promotional festival - 

Ladakh Singhey Khababs Sindhu Festival (also called as Sindhu Dharsan) is 

celebrated recently on the bank of Indus River at Leh. 

Folk songs and dances are performed and local handicrafts and ethnic 

foods are being exhibited before the tourists during the festival. 

 

79) Which one of the following is not the provision of National AYUSH 

Mission (NAM)? 

a. Co-location of AYUSH facilities at Primary Health Centres (PHCs) and 

District Hospitals (DHs) 

b. Promotion of AYUSH medicines in schools and colleges 

c. Cultivation and Promotion of Medicinal Plants 

d. Setting up of new State Government AYUSH Educational Institutions in 

the State where it is not available 

Answer: b 

 

80) With respect to GAMA Portal, consider the following statements: 
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1. It is a dedicated web portal for registering online complaints for 

grievances against misleading advertisements. 

2. It was launched by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

It is a dedicated online web portal launched by Ministry of Consumer 

Affairs to enable consumers to register their Grievances Against Misleading 

Advertisements (GAMA) which makes claims that are dubious or 

unverified. 

GAMA serves as a central registry for complaints against misleading 

advertisements. 

 

81) Consider the following statements: 

1. There is no Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Milk in India. 

2. Prices of Milk in India are regulated by the Department of Fisheries, 

Animal Husbandry & Dairying. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 
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b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

The Department of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying does not 

regulate the prices of milk in the country. 

Prices are decided by the Cooperative and Private dairies based on cost of 

production. 

Since milk is a highly perishable product, the dairying department does not 

have any proposal to fix MSP for milk in the country. 
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82) Consider the following statements with respect to Mahatma Gandhi 

Bunker Bima Yojana 

1. The basic objective of the scheme is to provide enhanced insurance 

cover to the handloom weavers. 

2. The Scheme will be administered through the State Bank of India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 
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b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

The Scheme will be administered by the Life Insurance Corporation (LIC). 

The basic objective of the scheme is to provide enhanced insurance cover to 

the handloom weavers in the case of natural as well as accidental death and 

in cases of total or partial disability. 

 

83) Consider the following pairs: 

1. INS Tarkash – War Ship 

2. INS Vagli – Submarine 

Which of the pair(s) given above is/are correctly matched? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

INS Vagli is a submarine decommissioned and handed over to Tamil Nadu 

Government in 2013 to set up it as a submarine museum in Mamallapuram 

on the East Coast Road. 
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Recently, the Tamil Nadu government has decided that it is not feasible to 

implement the project. 

In a demonstration of India's commitment to its ties with Egypt and of 

Indian Navy's increasing footprint and operational reach, Indian Naval 

Ship (INS) Tarkash arrived at Alexandria on 28 June 2019 for a three day 

visit. 

INS Tarkash is a state of the art warship of the Indian Navy equipped with a 

versatile range of weapons and sensors capable of addressing threats in all 

the three dimensions. 

84) Aruna Sundararajan Committee sometimes seen in the news recently is 

associated with which of the following sectors? 

a.  Telecom reforms 

b.  Mutual Fund norms 

c.  Aviation safety 

d.  Defence reforms 

Answer : a 

To review levies, including spectrum usage charge (SUC), and promote ease 

of doing business in the telecom sector, a committee was formed. 

It will be headed by Telecom Secretary Aruna Sundararajan. 

 

85) JL-3 is a submarine launched ballistic missile tested recently by which 

of the following countries? 
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a.  Japan 

b.  Russia 

c.  China 

d.  North Korea 

Answer : c 

China has successfully tested its latest submarine launched ballistic missile, 

JL-3. 

 

86. Consider the following statements: 

1. Area of Pacific Ocean is almost equal to area of all other oceans 

combined. 

2. More diversity of landforms can be observed in oceans than 

continents. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

  a) 1 only 

  b) 2 only 

  c) Both 

  d) None  

Solution: b 

Although Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean than other oceans, its area is far 

lesser than all other oceans area combined. 
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Continental slope, Guyots, Trenches and other landforms can be observed 

in the ocean which is far diverse than the continents. 

 

87. The same face of the Moon is always presented to the Earth. Why? 

  a) Revolution period of the moon is equal to the rotation period of the 

Earth. 

  b) Moon doesn’t rotate around its own axis and remains stationary. 

  c) Moon revolves around the Earth at the same speed as it rotates around 

its own axis. 

  d) Both Moon and Earth has same rotational speed.  

Solution: c) 

 

88. Consider the following pairs: 

Pass                               State 

1. Banihal Pass                            Himachal Pradesh 

2. Niti Pass                                    Uttarakhand 

3. Jelepla Pass                              Jammu and Kashmir 

4. Bom Di La                                Arunachal Pradesh 

5. Bara Lacha La                         Sikkim 

Which of the above are incorrectly matched? 

  a) 2, 4 
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  b) 1, 2, 4 

  c) 2, 3, 5 

  d) 1, 3, 5  

Solution: d 

Banihal Pass – Jammu and Kashmir 

Jelepla Pass – Sikkim 

Bara Lacha La – Himachal Pradesh 

 

89. North Korea is located between which of the following seas? 

  a) Yellow Sea and Sea of Japan 

  b) Korea Bay and Sea of Japan 

  c) Korea Bay and Yellow Sea 

  d) Yellow Sea and East China Sea 

Solution: b) 

 

90. Miyako strait is located between: 

  a) Scarborough Shoal and Spratly Islands 

  b) Paracel Islands and Okinawa Island 

  c) Miyako Island and Paracel Islands, 



MYUPSC.COM 

  d) Miyako Island and Okinawa Island 

Solution: d) 

The Miyako Strait is a waterway which lies between Miyako Island and 

Okinawa Island. It has become a bone of contention between Japan and 

China recently. 

 

91) There are two statements labelled as Assertion (A) and Reason (R) 

 

A: Cases of Diphtheria in India have been going up over the last few years. 

 

R: Diphtheria vaccine is not a part of India’s Universal Immunisation 

Programme. 

 

Choose the best alternative 

 

a.  if both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

b.  if both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A 

c.  if A is true but R is false 

d.  if A is false but R is true 

Answer : c 
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Explanation 

The diphtheria vaccine is among the oldest vaccines in India’s Universal 

Immunisation Programme. 

  

92) Consider the following statements with respect to Bommalattam 

1. It is a form of string puppet famous in the state of Andhra Pradesh. 

2. It combines the techniques of both rod and string puppets. 

3. The puppets used in this form are mostly small in size. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  1 and 2 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  None 

Answer : a 

Puppets from Tamil Nadu, known as Bommalattam combine the 

techniques of both rod and string puppets. 

They are made of wood and the strings for manipulation are tied to an iron 

ring which the puppeteer wears like a crown on his head. 

A few puppets have jointed arms and hands, which are manipulated by 

rods. 
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The Bommalattam puppets are the largest, heaviest and the most articulate 

of all traditional Indian marionettes. 

Bommalattam theatre has elaborate preliminaries which are divided into 

four parts - Vinayak Puja, Komali, Amanattam and Pusenkanattam. 

 

93) Consider the following statements with respect to Ranjit Singh 

1. He established a unified Sikh empire after he conquered Lahore in 

1799. 

2. He was given the title, The Lion of Bihar after he stemmed the tide of 

Chinese invaders in to India. 

3. He turned Harmandir Sahib at Amritsar into the Golden Temple by 

covering it with gold. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  1 and 3 only 

c.  2 and 3 only 

d.  1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

Ranjit Singh was born on November 13, 1780 in Gujranwala, now in 

Pakistan. 

At that time, Punjab was ruled by powerful chieftains who had divided the 

territory into Misls. 



MYUPSC.COM 

Ranjit Singh overthrew the warring Misls and established a unified Sikh 

empire after he conquered Lahore in 1799. 

He was given the title Lion of Punjab (Sher-e-Punjab) because he stemmed 

the tide of Afghan invaders in Lahore, which remained his capital until his 

death. 

The maharaja was known for his just and secular rule; both Hindus and 

Muslims were given powerful positions in his darbar. 

The Sikhs take pride in him for he turned Hari mandir Sahib at Amritsar 

into the Golden Temple by covering it with gold. 

Recently, a statue of Ranjit Singh (1801-39) was inaugurated in Lahore. 

94) Consider the following statements with respect to Rabies: 

It is a disease transmitted from animals to humans, which is caused by a 

virus. 

It can be completely preventable through vaccine. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 
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Rabies is a disease transmitted from animals to humans, which is caused by 

a virus. 

There are two clinical manifestations of rabies – frantic and paralytic. 

Frantic rabies is most common form of human rabies. 

Rabies causes an estimated 21,000 deaths in India each year, despite being 

completely vaccine preventable. 

 

95) Financial Stability Report is published by which of the following? 

a.  World Economic Forum 

b.  International Monetary Fund 

c.  World Bank 

d.  None of the above 

Answer : d 

Global Financial Stability Report is released by International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) 

Financial Stability Report is released by Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

 

96) With respect to the city of Jaipur, consider the following statements 

1. It is famously called as the Orange city. 

2. It is listed as one of the UNESCO World Heritage site. 

3. It forms a part of India’s Golden Crescent. 
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Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 

c.  1, 2 and 3 

d.  None 

Answer : d 

India's golden triangle is a tourist circuit which connects the national 

capital Delhi, Agra and Jaipur. 

Jaipur, or the Pink City as it famously called, is the sole Indian nominee for 

the prestigious UNESCO World Heritage List this year. 

97) With respect to Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 

2015, consider the following statements: 

1. The Act permits to consider a child as an adult if, he/she involved in a 

heinous offences.  

2. According to the act, no child can be awarded the death penalty or life 

imprisonment. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer : b 

The Act treats all the children below 18 years equally, except that those in 

the age group of 16-18 (not all children) can be tried as adults if they 

commit a heinous crime. 

No child can be awarded the death penalty or life imprisonment. 

For the first time in the country, a court in Hyderabad has recently 

sentenced a 19-year-old man to rigorous life imprisonment for having 

unnatural sex with a minor boy and murdering him two years ago as a 

juvenile. 

As per the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, juveniles 

in conflict with the law in the age group of 16–18 can be tried as adults if 

they are involved in heinous offences.  

 

98) Recently, Indian Prime Minister holds JAI Trilateral meeting on the 

sidelines of the G-20 meeting. JAI constitutes which of the following 

countries? 

1. Japan 

2. America 

3. Jordan 

4. Australia 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

a.  1 and 2 only 

b.  2 and 3 only 



MYUPSC.COM 

c.  1 and 4 only 

d.  3 and 4 only 

Answer : a 

Prime Minister has recently held trilateral discussions with his Japanese 

counterpart and US President under JAI (Japan, America, India) on the 

sidelines of G-20 meeting. 

 

99) Consider the following statements with respect to Painted Stork 

1. It has been classified as near threatened under the IUCN Red List. 

2. It is found only in the northern part of India. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

It is found in Tamilnadu also. 

 

100) Consider the following statements with respect to BRICS Grouping 
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1. All the five members of BRICS grouping were members of G-20 

grouping. 

2. The 11th annual BRICS Summit was recently held in Osaka, Japan. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

a.  1 only 

b.  2 only 

c.  Both 1 and 2 

d.  Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

The 11th annual summit is planned to be held in Brazil. 
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