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Important Notes (Current Affairs) 

 

 

 

Project Dolphin 

 

Dolphins in India- types and IUCN status, highlights of the census, need for 

protection. 

 

Context: The government is planning to launch a programme called “Project 

Dolphin”, along the lines of “Project Tiger” to enhance the population of these 

dolphins. 

 

Protection status: 

Dolphins have been included in Schedule I of the Indian Wild Life (Protection) 

Act 1972, in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species (CITES), in Appendix II of the Convention on Migratory 

Species (CMS) and categorised as ‘Endangered’ on the International Union for 

the Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List. 

 

Characteristic features: 

The Gangetic river dolphins can only live in freshwater, are blind and catch 

their prey in a unique manner, using ultrasonic sound waves. 

 

They are distributed across seven states in India: Assam, Uttar Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. 
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Need for conservation: 

The Gangetic river dolphins were officially discovered in 1801 and are one of 

the oldest creatures in the world along with some species of turtles, crocodiles 

and sharks, according to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

They once lived in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and Karnaphuli-Sangu 

river systems of Nepal, India, and Bangladesh, but are now mostly extinct from 

many of its early distribution ranges. 

Today, their numbers have dwindled mainly because of direct killing, habitat 

fragmentation by dams and barrages and indiscriminate fishing. 

 

 

 

What is Strand Hogg? 

 

It is a Malware which allows real-time malware applications to pose as genuine 

applications and access user data of all kinds. 

 

Threats: It can listen to the conversations, access photo album, read/send 

messages, make calls, record conversations, get login credentials to various 

accounts, access private images, files, contact details, call logs and location 

information without being apparent to the affected users. 

 

Why in News? The Union Home Ministry has alerted States, warning them 

about the vulnerability of the Android operating system to a bug called ‘Strand 

Hogg’. 
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ISRO’s PSLV helps increase forex by 90 crores this fiscal 

 

Indian Space Research Organisation’s PSLV has turned into a money-spinner 

for the space agency as forex brought by the country’s mainstay rocket 

increased by Rs 90 crore from Rs 232.56 crore in 2017-18 to Rs 324 crore in 

2018-19 fiscal year. 

 

ISRO has earned Rs 1,245 crore during the last five years by launching foreign 

satellites from 26 countries. Key contracts with 10 countries — the US, the UK, 

Germany, Canada, Singapore, The Netherlands, Japan, Malaysia, Algeria and 

France — were signed in the last five years under commercial arrangements. 

 

The information was provided to the RajyaSabha in a written reply by Union 

minister for department of space Jitendra Singh in the just-concluded winter 

session. 

 

Though ISRO’s market share in the global satellite launch market is less than 

2%, PSLV has carved a niche for itself in the small satellite launch market and 

bringing in big moolah for the country. 

 

Since May 26, 1999, when the first foreign satellite was launched by India, 

PSLV has till now launched 319 foreign satellites. Of the 319 satellites, which 

did not weigh more than 445kg, around 279 were launched in the last five 

years. 

 

 

India’s UNMISS wins prestigious medal 
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About 850 Indian peacekeepers serving in South Sudan have been awarded the 

prestigious UN medal for their service and contribution to building peace in the 

conflict-affected nation and going above their duties to support local 

communities. 

 

India is among the largest troop contributing countries to UN peacekeeping 

operations. Currently, 2,342 Indian troops and 25 police personnel are 

deployed with the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS). 

 

The UNMISS said that the 850 Indian troops serving with the UNMISS received 

the United Nations Medal for their dedication and sacrifice. 

 

The Indian troops were particularly praised for their efforts to support peace 

talks between Government and Opposition forces in the Upper Nile region and 

establishing the first-ever UNMISS base on the west bank of the Nile at Kodok. 

 

 

India donates solar powered lamps to Palestine 

 

India has donated solar powered study lamps to Palestinian elementary school 

children from a marginalised Bedouin community to spread the principles of 

self-sufficiency and raise awareness towards the adverse effects of climate 

change. 

 

The lamps were donated as part of the 150th Gandhi Jayanti Students Solar 

Ambassador Workshop. The solar powered study lamps supplied by Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay aims at making the student beneficiaries 

for the future propagators of renewable energy. 
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Representative of India (ROI) in the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), Sunil 

Kumar, visited the Governorate of Jericho and Jordan Valley yesterday where 

he was received by Governor Jehad Abu Al-Asal, Director of the Jericho 

Directorate of Education, and representatives of the local community. 

 

As part of India's outreach and cooperation programme in the local Palestinian 

community, Kumar visited the Ka'abneh Bedouin School with Palestinian 

dignitaries where he presented portable solar-powered lamps to the elementary 

school children. 

 

Addressing the students and the local community, he underlined India's time-

tested support to Palestine, especially highlighting New Delhi's capacity 

building efforts with emphasis on the educational sector. 

 

VP asks mining industries not to compromise of worker’s safety 

 

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has asked mining industries not to 

compromise with the safety and health of their employees. Expressing concern 

for the employees working in the mines sector, he said it is the \responsibility 

of the management to prioritize the health checkup and treatment of its 

workers. 

 

Mr Naidu was addressing a gathering after distributing the National Award for 

Safety in the mines sector in New Delhi yesterday. The Vice President said 

employees of this sector face many challenges related to health and safety. In 

such a situation, negligence with the employees is not acceptable under any 

circumstances. 

 

The Vice President asked the industry to make good use of technological tools 

and e-governance for continuous surveillance of workplace hazards, in addition 

to the present system of using the naked eye and experience. 
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He called for exploring options to achieve the goal of zero harm, by eliminating 

human and skill-based errors in the mining area. Mr. Naidu stressed on the 

need to strengthen emergency preparedness of all mines to reduce the damage 

due to disasters and other incidents. 

 

Speaking at the event, Labour Minister Santosh Gangwar said the government 

has been continuously working to improve labour laws since 2014. He assured 

that the government is committed to providing a safe environment for workers. 

 

 

Finance ministry assures payment of GST compensation to states 

 

Union Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman has assured states that the 

Centre will not renege on the promise of GST compensations. Addressing the 

India Economic Conclave through video conferencing, Ms Sitharaman said, the 

delay in passing the money is due to slip in collections and the states has 

nothing to be embarrassed about. 

 

She attributed the dip in collections to a slip in GST filing due to natural 

calamities and also due to a slowdown in consumption. The minister said, each 

state and the centre’s revenue department will have to take a lot of efforts to 

improve GST collection. She however denied that the government is mulling a 

cut in the GST rates. 

 

Commenting on the allegations of use of faulty data computation 

methodologies which may throw up convenient conclusions, the finance 

minister said, the government is focusing on improving data credibility. She 

said, the aspects being looked into are Gross Domestic Product (GDP), inflation 

and employment. 
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She said the National Statistical Commission and the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation are among the government agencies working on 

the issue. 

 

Meanwhile, cautioning against jihadist, Maoist and separatist elements getting 

into student activism, Ms.Sitharaman hit out at Congress party for backing 

fringe groups at universities. Stating that there's no undermining of India's 

unity, the minister assured that measures are being taken to ensure that India 

and the economy go forward and benefit all. 

 

 

Centre approve changes in MSME interest subvention guidelines 

 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) Minister Nitin Gadkari has 

approved the changes in the Interest Subvention Scheme guidelines for 

MSMEs. He said, the modifications are expected to boost their productivity 

through access to credit at reduced cost. 

 

He also said, the government is committed to enhancing credit to MSME sector 

and the implementation of the scheme is being closely monitored to help 

MSMEs get incremental credit of upto one crore rupees with Interest 

Subvention of two per cent by government. 

 

The Interest Subvention Scheme for MSMEs was launched by Prime Minister 

NarendraModi in November, last year. 

 

The modifications to the scheme include settlement of claims based on internal 

or concurrent auditor certificate and submission of statutory auditor's 

certificate once by June, 2020. Requirement of Udhyog Aadhar Number, UAN is 

dispensed with for units eligible for GST. 
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Trading activities without UAN have been made eligible. The Ministry said, the 

improvements are set to provide momentum giving fillip to the MSME sector. 

 

 

PM assures citizenship act not to affect Indian citizens 

 

Prime Minister NarendraModi has unequivocally assured that Citizenship 

Amendment Act, CAA, does not affect any Indian citizen of any religion and no 

Indian has anything to worry about it. 

 

Mr Modi said in a series of tweets that this Act is only for those who have faced 

years of persecution outside and have no other place to go to except India. The 

Prime Minister expressed distress at the violent protests on CAA. He said they 

are unfortunate and deeply distressing. 

 

Mr Modi said, debate, discussion and dissent are essential parts of democracy 

but damage to public property and the disturbance of normal life has never 

been a part of the Indian ethos. 

 

He said, the Act was passed by both Houses of Parliament with overwhelming 

support and it illustrates India’s centuries-old culture of acceptance, harmony, 

compassion and brotherhood. The Prime Minister said, vested interest groups 

cannot be allowed to divide people and create disturbance. 

 

Disha Bill 

 

The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly has passed the Andhra Pradesh 

Disha Bill, 2019 (Andhra Pradesh Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2019). 
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Disha is the name given to a veterinarian who was raped and murdered in 

Hyderabad on November 27. 

 

 

Key features of the Bill: 

 

It envisages the completion of investigation in seven days and trial in 14 

working days, where there is adequate conclusive evidence, and reducing the 

total judgment time to 21 days from the existing four months. 

It prescribes life imprisonment for other sexual offences against children and 

includes Section 354 F and 354 G in IPC. 

 

  

In cases of harassment of women through social or digital media, the Act states 

two years imprisonment for the first conviction and four years for second and 

subsequent convictions. For this, a new Section 354 E will be added in IPC, 

1860. 

As per the Bill, the Andhra Pradesh government will establish, operate and 

maintain a register in electronic form, to be called the ‘Women & Children 

Offenders Registry’. This registry will be made public and will be available to 

law enforcement agencies. 

The government will establish exclusive special courts in each district to 

ensure speedy trial. These courts will exclusively deal with cases of offences 

against women and children including rape, acid attacks, stalking, voyeurism, 

social media harassment of women, sexual harassment and all cases under the 

POCSO Act. 

The government will constitute special police teams at the district level to be 

called District Special Police Team to be headed by DSP for investigation of 

offences related to women and children. 

The government will also appoint a special public prosecutor for each exclusive 

special court. 
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IMD issues red alert as heavy rain lashes across north India 

 

Heavy rain lashed several parts of North India, including the national capital 

last night. Under the influence of a western disturbance, Delhi experienced 

rain with strong winds, which is expected to improve the city's air quality. 

 

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast rain and high-velocity 

winds in the national capital today. The IMD said, the temperature is likely to 

drop in Delhi from tomorrow and reach single digit. 

 

A number of flights at IGI Airport in Delhi were diverted yesterday due to heavy 

rain. According to Met office, rains are also likely to occur in Punjab, Haryana 

and Rajasthan. 

 

Due to the extreme cold and heavy snowfall in Uttarakhand, all schools have 

been closed in Rudraprayag, Chamoli, Uttarkashi and Dehradun districts 

today. The state has issued a red for heavy to very heavy snowfall in 

Uttarkashi, Rudraprayag and Chamoli today. 

 

The high altitude areas of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh including the 

famous ski resort of Gulmarg experienced moderate snowfall while the plains 

were lashed by rains yesterday. 

 

The weatherman has issued an orange warning for the twin Union Territories 

for today, predicting moderate to heavy snowfall and rain under the influence 

of Western Disturbance which had hit the region on Wednesday. 
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LokSabha adjourned sine die 

 

LokSabha has been adjourned sine die. As the House assembled for the last 

day of the Winter Session this morning, homage was paid to the martyrs in the 

13th December terror attack on Parliament in 2001. 

 

Later, Minister for State for Parliamentary Affairs, Arjun Ram Meghwal raised 

the issue of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi making certain remarks about the 

spate of rape incidents in the country, which he termed objectionable. He 

demanded an apology from Mr. Gandhi. 

 

Over the issue, the ruling BJP members trooped into the well. Congress 

members were on their feet demanding the Question Hour to be held. As 

pandemonium continued, Speaker, Om Birla adjourned the House till 12 Noon. 

 

As the ruckus continued after the House re-assembled, it was adjourned for 

fifteen minutes, but there was no improvement in the situation even 

afterwards. 

 

Speaker Om Birla gave an account of the performance of the Winter Session, 

thanking all concerned for the efficient functioning of the House. He then 

adjourned the House sine die. 

 

 

Centre releases economic census foe New Delhi 

 

The Seventh Economic Census was today launched in the National Capital 

Territory of Delhi. The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

has tied up with Common Service Centre to carry out the economic census. 
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Director General (Social Statistics) of Central Statistics Office Mr A K Sadhu 

said, for the first time the entire census is being conducted on a digital 

platform by the use of an application which will ensure high accuracy and data 

security. 

 

He said, Delhi is the 26th State where the survey has been launched. The 

process is already on in 20 States and five Union Territories. Mr Sandhu said, 

in Delhi, the entire process will take around three months where enumerators 

will survey around 45 lakh establishments and households. 

 

The process of the economic census was first held in 1978. This is the Seventh 

Census which will provide disaggregated information on various operational 

and structural aspects of all establishments in the country. 

 

Over 1.5 lakh trained enumerators have been deployed for the pan-India 

survey who will be visiting 35 crore establishments and households to carry 

out the Census. 

 

The census will provide valuable insights into the geographical spread, clusters 

of economic activities, ownership pattern and persons engaged of the 

establishments engaged in economic activity. 

 

In the Seventh Census, an IT-based digital platform is being used for data 

capture, validation, report generation and dissemination. 

 

 

Finance ministry assures addressing of problems of industries 
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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that government is 

working on economic issues and will continue to address the problem of the 

industries. 

 

She was briefing media in New Delhi today. On the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

Code, She said, the government has been very quick-footed on the issue. Ms 

Sitharaman said, Pre-budgetary consultations are beginning from Monday. 

 

In a presentation, Chief Economic Adviser, Krishna murti Subramanian said, 

the continued liberalization has resulted in record Foreign Direct Investment 

inflows of 35 billion dollars in the first half of the current year. 

 

He said, Government has also carried out the disinvestment in non-priority 

areas where competitive markets have come of age. He said capitalization of 

public sector banks and giving last-mile funding to realty projects were 

announced. 

 

Revenue Secretary Ajay Bhushan Pandey said, Integrated-GST refund of 

38,988 crore rupees has been released so far this fiscal as compared to 56,057 

crore rupees in full 2018-19 financial year. 

 

 

India reiterates commitment for strong and peaceful Maldives 

 

Prime Minister NarendraModi has reiterated India’s commitment to partner the 

Government of the Maldives for a strong, democratic, prosperous and peaceful 

Maldives. 
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Interacting with Foreign Minister of Maldives Abdulla Shahid who called on 

him in New Delhi today, Mr Modi conveyed his compliments on the 

achievement of President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih in its first year. 

 

He noted with satisfaction the enhanced level of engagement between India and 

Maldives and the positive outcomes of bilateral cooperation during the last one 

year. 

 

The Prime Minister expressed confidence that the discussions during the Sixth 

Joint Commission Meeting will enable both sides to review progress and chart 

even a more ambitious way forward to further strengthen and deepen the 

mutually beneficial cooperation. 

 

The Maldivian Foreign Minister thanked Mr Modi for his vision and strong 

leadership in driving the India-Maldives relationship. Meanwhile, the 6th India-

Maldives Joint Commission Meeting, JCM was held in New Delhi today. 

 

Foreign Minister of Maldives Abdulla Shahid co-chaired the meeting with 

External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar to induct further momentum in 

bilateral ties between the two countries. 

 

After the meeting, three MoUs were signed and exchanged. One of the MoUs is 

on cooperation between the Election Commissions of India and Maldives and 

another on cooperation between the Financial Intelligence Units. 

 

 

U.S and China agree upon tariff concession and structural reforms 
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The US and China have announced the phase one trade agreement, bringing a 

big breakthrough after over 18-month-long bruising trade war between the 

world's two largest economies threatening to roil the global economy. 

 

The phase one of the deal requires structural reforms and other changes to 

China's economic and trade regime in the areas of intellectual property, 

technology transfer, agriculture, financial services, and currency and foreign 

exchange. 

 

The deal says if China breaks any part of the agreement, the Trump 

administration has the ability to re-implement tariffs. US negotiators are 

offering to significantly reduce existing tariffs on Chinese imports worth about 

360 billion dollars. 

 

In return, China has promised to buy large quantities of US soybeans, poultry 

and other agricultural products. 

 

If the new, higher tariffs had gone ahead, Chinese-made goods such as 

smartphones, clothing and toys would have become more expensive for 

Americans just ahead of Christmas. 

 

 

FSSAI to develop app to prevent food wastage 

 

Food regulator FSSAI (Food Safety and Standards Authority of India) and 

Nasscom Foundation, a trade association of Indian IT and Business Process 

Outsourcing industry, have signed an Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 

jointly build a technology platform to prevent food wastage and encouraging 

food donation by developing an app for the purpose. 
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The collaboration is a significant step in the direction of leveraging technology 

for solutions of social problems 

 

FSSAI and Nasscom (National Association of Software and Services Companies) 

Foundation will develop a common 24×7 helpline number and a mobile 

application ‘Food Donation in India’ to donate food to the needy. The helpline 

number will connect donors with surplus edibles to food distribution 

organisations. 

 

Platform will help in facilitating registration of surplus food distribution 

organisations. Initially, the network of 81 such organizations across India, 

known as Indian Food Sharing Alliance (IFSA) will be a part of the platform. 

 

The collaboration would provide recognition to organisations involved in 

surplus food distribution and would help in reducing the wastage of food in 

country through food donation. 

 

This solution will also provide an easy accessible platform that will cater to 

different stakeholders such as food businesses, hoteliers, caterers, individuals 

etc and will facilitate food donations in any part of country. 

 

 

New definition of kilogram 

 

Need for redefining, about the new system, significance and the process of 

redefining. 

The prototype of one kilogram (NPK-57) is now available in India and placed at 

the National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi. 

 

Background: 
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Scientists, last year, have changed the way the kilogram is defined. The 

decision was made at the General Conference on Weights and Measures. The 

new definitions came into force on 20 May 2019. 

 

How does the new system work? 

 

Electromagnets generate a force. Scrap-yards use them on cranes to lift and 

move large metal objects, such as old cars. The pull of the electromagnet, the 

force it exerts, is directly related to the amount of electrical current going 

through its coils. There is, therefore, a direct relationship between electricity 

and weight. 

 

So, in principle, scientists can define a kilogram, or any other weight, in terms 

of the amount of electricity needed to counteract the weight (gravitational force 

acting on a mass). 

 

What is Planck’s constant? 

 

There is a quantity that relates weight to electrical current, called Planck’s 

constant – named after the German physicist Max Planck and denoted by the 

symbol h. 

 

But h is an incredibly small number and to measure it, the research scientist 

Dr Bryan Kibble built a super-accurate set of scales. The Kibble balance, as it 

has become known, has an electromagnet that pulls down on one side of the 

scales and a weight – say, a kilogram – on the other. The electrical current 

going through the electromagnet is increased until the two sides are perfectly 

balanced. 
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By measuring the current running through the electromagnet to incredible 

precision, the researchers are able to calculate h to an accuracy of 0.000001%. 

This breakthrough has paved the way for Le Grand K to be deposed by “die 

kleine h”. 

 

 

What is Trakea? 

 

It is unique barcoding software adopted by Haryana Police. Haryana Police 

claims it is the country’s first police force to have introduced this unique 

barcoding for forensic reports. 

 

Objective: To ensure that thousands of forensic reports that form the 

backbone of the criminal investigation system and subsequent trials in the 

courts of law are not tampered with. 

 

Significance: Trakea ensures foolproof security of the samples collected from 

the scene of crime, and the forensic analysis reports. 

 

 

Wi-Fi Calling 

 

Context: Bharti Airtel has introduced Voice over Wi-Fi (VoWiFi), a first for 

India.  

 

Key facts: 

Wi-Fi Calling is aimed especially for areas where cellular networks are not 

strong. 
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It uses high speed Internet connection, available via broadband, to make and 

receive high definition (HD) voice calls. 

Users don’t have to pay extra for these calls as it is using a Wi-Fi network. 

Wi-Fi Calling can be configured on compatible smartphones by upgrading 

operating systems to the version that supports Wi-Fi Calling, and enabling this 

in Settings. 

 

 

 

Indian Ocean Dialogue 

 

 The Indian Ocean Dialogue (IOD) is a flagship initiative of the Indian 

Ocean Rim Association (IORA). 

 It is originated in the 13th Council of Ministers meeting, held in 2013 in 

Perth, Australia. 

 The first IOD was held in Kerala, India in 2014, 

 Areas of discussion include economic cooperation, maritime safety and 

security, blue economy, human assistance and disaster relief, etc. 

 The 6th Indian Ocean Dialogue will be held in New Delhi on 13th and 

14th December 2019. 

 

Delhi Dialogue 

 

 Delhi Dialogue is a premier annual track 1.5 event between India and 

ASEAN. 

 Track 1.5 diplomacy involves both officials and non officials such as 

business leaders, business organisations and all possible non diplomats 

of two states. 

 Delhi dialogue discusses politico-security, frameworks on economic and 

socio-cultural engagements. 

 Delhi Dialogue XI (2019) will be held along with Indian Ocean dialogue VI 

in New Delhi. 
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Indian Ocean Rim Association 

 

 The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is an international 

organisation consisting of 22 coastal states bordering the Indian Ocean. 

 It is formerly known as the Indian Ocean Rim Initiative and Indian Ocean 

Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC). 

 The IORA is a regional forum, tripartite in nature, bringing together 

representatives of Government, Business and Academia, for promoting 

co-operation and closer interaction among them. 

 It is based on the principles of Open Regionalism for strengthening 

Economic Cooperation particularly on Trade Facilitation and Investment, 

Promotion as well as Social Development of the region. 

 The Coordinating Secretariat of IORA is located at Ebene, Mauritius. 

 

Trakea Software 

 

Trakea is unique barcoding software, adopted by Haryana police department, 

aimed at ensuring security and a tamperproof tracking system for forensic 

reports. 

It is a forensic evidence management system that helps in automation of the 

entire procedure, right from the stage when forensic experts collect vital 

samples from the scene of crime to conducting analysis of the samples, 

followed by tracking case wise forensic reports electronically through barcodes. 

Even the selection of forensic teams is done randomly through this software. 
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Due to the unique barcoding, only the authorised investigating officers and 

forensic science experts shall be able to track the crime exhibits and scientific 

examination reports, reducing the chances of tampering/leakage of the report 

at any stage. 

Also, there will be no case details mentioned on the crime 

exhibits/samples/parcels except the unique bar code that can only be read 

through the biometric system. 

Using this software, the judiciary too will be able to track the forensic 

examination report during the trial, significantly cutting down on delays. 

Haryana Police claims it is the country’s first police force to have introduced 

this unique barcoding for forensic reports. 

 

Atal Bhujal Yojana 

 

Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABY) is piloted by Ministry of Water Resources, River 

Development & Ganga Rejuvenation in 2018. 

The objective of scheme is to recharge ground water and create sufficient water 

storage for agricultural purposes. 

It also focuses on revival of surface water bodies so that ground water level can 

be increased, especially in the rural areas. 

It will give emphasis to recharging ground water sources and ensure efficient 

use of water by involving people at local level. 

The scheme will be launched in water-stressed states: Gujarat, Haryana, 

Karnataka, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. 
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Centre will support half of the total project cost and rest of the budgetary cost 

will be shared by the World Bank. 

 

Nuad Thai Massage 

 

Nuad Thai massage is 2,000-year-old, it is believed to have originated in India, 

and has been practised in Thailand for centuries now. 

Recently it has been added to the UNESCO’s list of “intangible cultural 

heritage” practices. . 

The massage follows a traditional healing mechanism that folds the body and 

uses sharp elbow techniques, combining acupressure and Indian Ayurvedic 

principles. 

Unlike many other massage techniques, it uses no oils or lotions. 

The receiver remains clothed, and are in contact with the masseur throughout, 

and instead of rubbing the muscles, the masseur stretches and twists the body 

using thumbs, hands, elbows, knees and feet. 

The massage targets and relieves the various acupressure points in the body, 

thereby improving blood circulation. 

 

E-Plane 

 

Recently “world’s first all-electric commercial aircraft” has completed a short 

flight. 

The ePlane covered a distance of 100 miles (160 km) over 15 minutes. 
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The “ePlane” is operated by Harbour Air, North America’s largest seaplane 

operator. 

The e-plane claims it is low-cost, and environmentally friendly. 

 

PSLV C-48 

 

PSLV in its 50th flight (PSLV-C48), successfully launched RISAT-2BR1 along 

with 9 commercial satellites. 

RISAT-2BR1 is radar imaging earth observation satellite weighing about 628 

kg. 

It will provide services in the field of Agriculture, Forestry and Disaster 

Management. The mission life of RISAT-2BR1 is 5 years. 

The nine commercial satellites were from Israel, Italy, Japan and USA. 

These satellites were launched under a commercial arrangement with New 

Space India Limited (NSIL), the commercial arm of ISRO. 

PSLV-C48 has launch vehicle in 'QL' configuration i.e with 4 solid strap-on 

motors. 

 

 

PSLV 

 

It is the3rd generation launch vehicle and first Indian launch vehicle to be 

equipped with liquid stages. 
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It emerged as the reliable and versatile workhorse launch vehicle of India with 

consecutively successful missions. 

It successfully launched two spacecraft such as Chandrayaan-1 in 2008 and 

Mars Orbiter Spacecraft in 2013. 

3- Variations in PSLV - PSLV-G (General), PSLV-XL variants and PSLV-CA 

(Core Alone) 

It has 4 stages in its operation to provide thrust in launching spacecraft to 

different orbits. 

Stage I: It uses solid rocket motor that is augmented by 6 solid strap-on 

boosters. Strap on boosters are used only in G and XL variation. 

Stage II: It uses an Earth storable liquid rocket engine, known as the Vikas 

engine. 

Stage III: It uses solid rocket motor that provides high thrust after the 

atmospheric phase of the launch. 

Stage IV: It comprises two Earth storable liquid engines. 

Capacity - 1,750 kg of payload to Sun-Synchronous Polar Orbits of 600 km 

altitude and to 1,425 kg of payload to Geosynchronous and Geostationary 

orbits, like satellites from the IRNSS constellation. 

 

 

Rare Earth Metals 

 

Rare Earth Elements or Rare Earth Metals are a set of 17 chemical elements in 

the periodic table that have similar chemical properties. 
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 It includes 15 lanthanides plus scandium and yttrium. 

 One of the Rare Earths, promethium, is radioactive. 

 Some of the applications of Rare Earth Metals are, Cerium is used in 

Space shuttle components, jet engine turbines and drones 

 Scandium is used in Televisions and fluorescent lamps 

 Yttrium is used in drugs to treat rheumatoid arthritis and cancer 

 Other applications - Technologies of consumer electronics, computers 

and networks, communications, clean energy, advanced transportation, 

healthcare, environmental mitigation, and national defence. 

 China dominates the production of these elements. 

Recent Development - The United States Army has planned to fund the 

construction of a Rare Earths processing facility, 

This is to secure the domestic supply of minerals that are used to make 

military weapons and electronics. 

The decision comes after China threatened to stop exporting Rare Earth 

materials to the US amid the ongoing trade war between the countries. 

This will be the first financial investment by the US military into commercial-

scale Rare Earths production since the Manhattan Project to build the first 

atomic bomb during World War II. 

 

 

GCC Summit 

 

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 40th summit was recently held in Riyadh, for 

second year in a row. 
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It is a regional political and economic alliance of six Gulf States i.e Bahrain, 

Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. 

HQ - Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

Its aim is to achieve ever closer union between the energy rich Gulf countries. 

In the recent summit, Saudi Arabia's King Salman called for regional unity to 

confront Iran and secure energy supplies and maritime channels. 

Qatar and GCC - Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain and non-GCC member Egypt 

imposed a political and economic boycott of Qatar in June 2017 over 

allegations that Doha backs terrorism. 

Kuwait and the United States have tried to mediate the rift. 

After 2 years of strained relationship, Qatar’s Prime Minister has attended the 

recent meeting which is the sign of thaw in a regional dispute. 

PM is the most senior Qatari to attend the annual gathering since 2017, follows 

an intensification of efforts to resolve the Gulf dispute. 

 

 

Climate Change Performance Index 

 

It is an annual publication by Environment think tank German Watch, the New 

Climate Institute and the Climate Action Network since 2005. 

The index tracks countries’ efforts to combat climate change. 

It is an independent monitoring tool aims to enhance transparency in 

international climate politics. 
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It evaluates and compares the climate protection performance of 57 countries 

and the EU, which are together responsible for more than 90% of global 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 

80% of the evaluation is based on objective indicators of emissions trend and 

emissions level. 

20% of the index results are built upon national and international climate 

policy assessments by more than 200 experts from the respective countries. 

Country’s ranking is defined by 14 indicators within 4 categories – GHG 

Emissions, Renewable Energy, Energy Use and Climate Policy. 

The CCPI ranking is qualified in relative terms (better–worse) rather than in 

absolute terms. 

In CCPI 2020, no country performs well enough in all index categories to 

achieve an overall very high rating in the index, thus the first 3 ranks remain 

empty. 

Sweden leads the ranking on rank 4, followed by Denmark and Morocco. 

The bottom 3 countries are Taiwan, Saudi Arabia and United States. 

India, for the first time, ranks at 9 among the top 10 in the index. 

 

 

Human Development Index 

 

Human Development Report was recently released by UN Development 

Programme (UNDP). 
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It unveils Human Development Index (HDI) which measures average 

achievement in three basic dimensions of human development, 

i. Life expectancy, 

ii. Education and 

iii. Per capita income. 

According to its recent report, India ranks 129 out of 189 countries on the 

2019 HDI, up by one position (130) from last year. 

Norway, Switzerland, Ireland occupied the top 3 positions followed by Germany 

& Hong Kong in 4th and Australia in 5th ranking. 

Among India's neighbours, Sri Lanka (71) and China (85) are higher up the 

rank scale. 

Bhutan (134), Bangladesh (135), Myanmar (145), Nepal (147), Pakistan (152) 

and Afghanistan (170) were ranked lower on the list. 

Inequality-Adjusted HDI (IHDI) indicates percentage loss in HDI due to 

inequalities. 

In IHDI, India’s position drops by one position to 130. 

In the Gender Inequality Index (GII), India is at 122 out of 162 countries. 

Neighbours China (39), Sri Lanka (86), Bhutan (99), Myanmar (106) were 

placed above India. 

Report Highlights - South Asia was the fastest growing region in human 

development progress followed by East Asia and the Pacific. 

The world is not on track to achieve gender equality by 2030 as per the UN’s 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

It forecasts that it may take 202 years to close the gender gap in economic 

opportunity. 
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It presents a new index indicating how prejudices and social beliefs obstruct 

gender equality. 

It shows that only 14% of women and 10% of men worldwide have no gender 

bias. 

It also highlights that new forms of inequalities will manifest in future through 

climate change and technological transformation. 

 

 

126th Constitution Amendment Bill 

 

i. The 126th Constitution Amendment Bill was recently introduced in the 

Lok Sabha. 

ii. The bill intends to extend the reservation of SC/STs in Lok Sabha and 

State Assemblies by 10 years. 

iii. It removes the provision of nominating two members of the Anglo-Indian 

community to the Lok Sabha. 

iv. The reservation given to SCs, STs and the Anglo-Indian community for 

the past 70 years is to end on January 25, 2020. 

v. According to the 2011 census, there are 296 members of the Anglo-

Indian community in the entire country. 

 

 

White Island Volcano 
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1. The White Island Volcano, also called Whakaari, in New Zealand has 

recently erupted. 

2. It is the country's most active volcano situated in the east coast in the 

Bay of Plenty. 

3. It has been built up by continuous volcanic activity over the past 1, 

50,000 years. 

4. It is a privately owned island and tourist destination. The large eruption 

resulted in atleast 5 fatalities. 

 

 

UPOV 

 

The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) is 

an intergovernmental organization established by the International Convention 

for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants. 

The convention was adopted in Paris in 1961 and it was revised in 1972, 1978 

and 1991. 

It is headquartered in Geneva (Switzerland). 

It aims to provide and promote an effective system of plant variety protection, 

with the aim of encouraging the development of new varieties of plants, for the 

benefit of society. 

By this convention, member countries had to introduce restrictions on the free 

use and exchange of seeds by farmers unless the “breeders” were remunerated. 

In 2002, India joined this organisation. 
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It led to the introduction of some form of Intellectual Property Rights over plant 

varieties. 

 

 

Paika Rebellion Memorial 

 

President has recently laid the foundation stone for a memorial to mark 

completion of 200 years of Paika Rebellion. 

The proposed project will come up at the foothills of Brunei hills in Khurda 

district. 

The rebellion is a valiant uprising of Paikas in 1817 against the British Rule 

which is often termed as the First War of Independence. 

The Paiks were the traditional landed militia of Khurda, Odisha. 

Rulers of Khurda were traditionally the custodians of Jagannath Temple and 

ruled as the deputy of Lord Jagannath on earth. 

The British, having established their sway over Bengal Province occupied the 

Khurda’s land in 1803 and took over the hereditary rent-free lands granted to 

Paikas. 

The Paikas rose in armed rebellion in 1817 under the leadership of Baxi 

Jagabandhu. 

The tribals of Ghumusar and other sections of the population actively took part 

in it. 

Many scholars, researchers and historians have opined that the Paika 

Rebellion was India’s first organized armed rebellion against British Raj. 
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SC says Changes effected to criminal law after the Nirbhaya case haven’t 

yielded results 

 

 

SC says Changes effected to criminal law after the Nirbhaya case haven’t 

yielded results 

Changes effected to criminal law after the Nirbhaya case haven’t yielded results 

and more rapes were reported than before in 2017, the Supreme Court said, 

even as it sought data from states and Union territories to reassess the efficacy 

of the criminal justice system in dealing with sexual offences against women. 

 

As per the latest report of the National Crime Records Bureau in India, 32,559 

cases of rape were registered in 2017, the court noted. 

 

The bench said that towards this end, it was necessary to call for information 

with regard to the state of affairs at the ground level from various duty-holders, 

such as investigation agencies, prosecution, medico-forensic agencies, 

rehabilitation and legal aid agencies and also high courts. 

 

A bench issued notices to all state police chiefs and high court registrar 

generals. The bench will now take stock of the system on February 7, 2020. 

 



MYUPSC.COM 

It sought status reports on how police stations were functioning and if any 

public servant had faced FIRs under the new Section 166A of the Criminal Law 

Amendment Act, 2013, for failing to record any information about such 

offences and also against hospitals for not treating the victims free. 

 

The 2013 law had waived the victim’s sexual history as irrelevant to the offence 

and also done away with the two-finger test used by doctors on victims to 

confirm rape. The bench sought information on whether advisories had been 

issued on this and expressed concern over the continued use of such practices. 

 

 

SC refuses to stay operation of Citizenship amendment act 

 

The Supreme Court has decided to examine the constitutional validity of the 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act, CAA. However, the Court refused to stay its 

operation as sought by some lawyers appearing for petitioners. 

 

Attorney General KK Venugopal, representing the Centre, opposed the 

petitioners' submission. He said there are as many as four judgements which 

have held that a law cannot be stayed after being notified. 

 

Hearing a batch of pleas challenging the CAA, the top court yesterday issued a 

notice to the Centre and sought its response by the second week of January 

next year. 
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A bench comprising Chief Justice of India S A Bobde and Justices B R Gavai 

and Surya Kant fixed 59 petitions, including those filed by the Indian Union 

Muslim League and Congress leader Jairam Ramesh, for hearing on the 22nd 

of January. 

 

The bench also agreed to the submission of a lawyer that common people 

should be made aware of the aim, objects and the contents of the CAA. 

 

 

GST council meeting concludes fixes 28%tax rate for lottery 

 

The Goods and Services Tax or GST Council has fixed a uniform tax rate of 28 

per cent on both state-run and private lottery. It also decided to rationalise the 

GST rate on woven and non-woven bags to 18 per cent. 

 

The decisions were taken at the 38th meeting of the Council, chaired by 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in New Delhi yesterday. 

 

Briefing reporters after the meeting Revenue Secretary Ajay Bhushan Pandey 

said the rates on the lottery and woven and non-woven bags will be effective 

from the 1st of March next year. 

 

It was for the first time that the GST Council resorted to voting to decide on an 

issue as it fixed a uniform tax rate on both state and private lotteries. 
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The GST Council also decided to exempt upfront amount payable for long term 

lease of industrial and financial infrastructure plots by an entity having 20 per 

cent or more ownership of Central or State Government. 

 

The council also approved various amendments to laws which will be 

introduced in Union Budget 2020. 

 

 

Third phase of PM Gram Sadak Yojana launched 

 

Rural Development Minister Narendra Singh Tomar today launched Phase-III of 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in New Delhi to further enhance 

connectivity of villages with hospitals, schools and agricultural markets. 

 

The Phase-III of PMGSY aims at consolidation of 1 lakh 25 thousand 

Kilometers through Routes and Major Rural Links that connect habitations to 

Gramin Agricultural Markets, Higher Secondary Schools and Hospitals with an 

estimated cost of 80 thousand 250 crore rupees for the period 2019-20 to 

2024-25. 

 

The Central Share will be 53 thousand 800 crore rupees. The funding pattern 

for the scheme will be 60:40 between Centre and the States. For North-East 

and the Himalayan States the ratio will be 90:10. 
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Addressing a gathering, Mr Tomar said that PMGSY is an important program 

for the nation. The Minister hailed the vision of former Prime Minister Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee and said that he was determined to complete this difficult task 

and it was his vision and efforts that today more than 6 Lakh Kilometres of 

Roads have been constructed across rural India. 

 

The Minister highlighted the importance of roads in bringing about all-round 

positive development and empowering the villages. 

 

Mr Tomar emphasised that States must ensure that maintenance of roads is 

done on a regular basis to ensure that the quality of roads remains good. He 

further said that now with the launch of Phase III of PMGSY, States must begin 

preparing and ensure effective implementation of the scheme. 

 

 

India-U.S sign agreement on transfer of defence technology 

 

The United States and India discussed a range of strategic and security issues 

including counter-terrorism at the second 2 plus 2 dialogue in Washington 

yesterday. 

 

The two sides signed an industrial security agreement that will allow the 

transfer of defence technology. 
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The 2 plus 2 dialogue was held at the Foggy Bottom headquarters of the State 

Department. US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo along with Defense Secretary 

Mark Esper hosted their Indian counterparts External Affairs Minister S 

Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh for the highest-level dialogue 

between the two countries. 

 

During a press conference by the four leaders, Mr Esper said the US is working 

with India on a fair and reciprocal trade deal. He said the US-India defence 

relationship is strong and continues to improve. 

 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said India and US have a common vision of a 

free, seamless and peaceful Indo-Pacific region. He said they are moving ahead 

to operationalise the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement. 

 

 

Bangladesh becomes only country in South Asia to be in WEF gender gap 

report 

 

Bangladesh is the only country to feature in the top 50 of the Global Gender 

Gap Report 2020 released by the World Economic Forum (WEF) on Tuesday. It 

is the best performing country in South Asia in reducing the gender gap for 

women. 
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Bangladesh retains its position at the 50th rank in the index that measures 

gender gap in political, economic and social spheres in a country. According to 

the Index, Bangladesh has marginally improved its score by 0.4 percentage 

points but falls two positions compared to its last status. 

 

The report however points out that considerable room exists to improve the 

basic rights and economic and political prospects of women. The report says 

that the average estimated annual income of women is only 40 percent of the 

men in Bangladesh. 

 

In the economic sphere women participation in workforce in Bangladesh went 

up from 34 percent in 2017 to 38 percent in 2018. The male participation ratio 

in the workforce for the same period is 84 percent. The report says that the 

largest gender disparity in the world remains in political empowerment. 

 

The WEF Gender gap report points out that going by the current rate of 

improvement it will take 71 years to fully close the gender gap in the South 

Asia region. Overall for the world, it will take 99.5 years to close the gap. 

 

 

WHO urges India to take action to tackle air Pollution 

 

India should take “urgent action” to tackle air pollution as the levels of toxic air 

in many cities of the country are much higher than the recommended 
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guidelines, which could have a major impact on people's health, WHO Director 

Maria Neira said. 

 

Several studies conducted by the World Health Organization (WHO), Centre for 

Science and Environment and others published in journals such as The Lancet 

have linked pollution with premature deaths in India. 

 

Union Environment Minister PrakashJavadekar recently told the Parliament 

that there was no Indian study to show any correlation between pollution and 

shortening of lifespan. 

 

Around 12.4 lakh deaths in India in 2017 can be attributed to air pollution, it 

said, terming toxic air a leading risk factor for deaths in the country. 

 

The study also noted that the average life expectancy would have been 1.7 

years higher if the pollution levels were less than the minimal level responsible 

for causing health loss. 

 

WHO air quality guidelines estimate that reducing annual average fine 

particulate matter (PM2.5) concentrations from levels of 35 microgrammes per 

cubic metre (µg/m3) to 10 µg/m3 could reduce air pollution-related deaths by 

around 15 per cent. 
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Exercise ‘Apharan’ 

 

It is a large scale Anti Hijacking Exercise conducted recently by the Indian 

Navy in collaboration with Indian Coast Guard. 

 

The latest edition was held in Kerala. 

 

Aim: To streamline the response mechanism/ preparedness to thwart any 

attempt to hijack a merchant vessel or attempt forced entry of a 

rogue/commandeered merchant vessel into Indian harbour. 

 

 

Houbara bustard 

 

Context: Pakistan has issued special permits to the Emir of Qatar and nine 

other members of the royal family to hunt the houbara bustard, an 

internationally protected bird species. 

 

Key facts: 

 

The houbara bustard, which lives in arid climates, comes in two distinct 

species as recognised by the IUCN, one residing in North Africa (Chlamydotis 

undulata) and the other in Asia (Chlamydotis macqueenii). 
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The population of the Asian houbara bustards extends from northeast Asia, 

across central Asia, the Middle East, and the Arabian Peninsula to reach the 

Sinai desert. 

Roughly 33,000 Asian houbara bustards and over 22,000 of the North African 

houbara bustards remain today. 

After breeding in the spring, the Asian bustards migrate south to spend the 

winter in Pakistan, the Arabian Peninsula and nearby Southwest Asia. 

IUCN Conservation status: Vulnerable. 

 

Central government aims to achieve 100 Hunar Haats in 5 years 

 

Government has decided to organize hundred Hunar Haat across the country 

in the next five years. These Haat aim to provide market exposure and 

employment opportunities to artisans, craftsmen and traditional culinary 

experts; 

 

Ministry of Minority Affairs said, in the coming days, Hunar Haat will be 

organized in New Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai, Kolkata, Lucknow, Dehradun, 

Patna, Indore and other places. 

 

The Ministry has also sanctioned 100 Hunar Hubs in different parts of the 

country wherein training is being provided to master artisans, craftsmen and 

traditional culinary experts. 
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According to the Ministry, more than two lakh 65 thousand artisans and 

craftsmen have been provided employment through Hunar Haat in the last two 

years. The first Hunar Haat was organized in Jaipur in August-September this 

year. 

 

More than 200 master artisans and culinary experts including a large number 

of women artisans from every corner of the country participated in this Hunar 

Haat. Afterwards, several Hunar Haats were organized in the different parts of 

the country. 

 

 

India claims to be top performer in Paris agreement 

 

Environment Minister PrakashJavadekar has said, India is a top performer in 

Paris agreement and will achieve the carbon emission target soon. 

 

Addressing media in New Delhi this afternoon, Mr Javadekar said, the emission 

intensity reduction target for India was 35 per cent and it has already achieved 

21 per cent of it. 

 

The Minister said India's efforts to mitigate climate change and to conserve 

environment was appreciated at the recently held 25th session of the 

Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

change. 
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Mr Javadekar said, no such decision was taken at the summit which was 

against the interests and stand of India. He said, BASIC countries Brazil, 

South Africa, India, China and like-minded 40 developing countries were 

together on the issue and got benefit on the unity. 

 

He said, India engaged constructively in the negotiations while protecting 

India’s key interests including consideration of principles of equity and 

Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities CBDR-

RC. 

 

He said, there is a need for enhanced means of implementation, including 

climate finance, technology transfer at affordable costs and capacity-building 

support, from developed to developing countries in accordance with their 

obligations under the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement. 

 

Mr Javadekar said, Prime Minister NarendraModi has increased the target for 

renewables from 175 Giga Watts to 450 Giga Watts at the recent UN Climate 

Action Summit and India is simultaneously progressing on solar, biomass and 

wind energy. 

 

 

Centre plans to increase global trade by 8-10% 

 

India must increase its share in global trade to 8-10% to become a $5 trillion 

economy, said minister for road transport & highways and MSMEs Nitin 
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Gadkari, adding that policy-making kept in mind import substitution for local 

industries to grow. 

 

He said India was spending Rs 7 lakh crore every year on crude oil import and 

the country has the potential to reduce this bill by Rs 2 lakh crore by shifting 

to alternative fuels including ethanol, methanol, bio-CNG and electric vehicles. 

Gadkari also said he will not allow driverless cars in India, which has a 

shortage of 2.2 million drivers. 

 

Talking about the highways sector, Gadkari said projects worth Rs 15 lakh 

crore will be awarded in five years of the government’s second term. ““By March 

2020, we will have awarded projects worth Rs 2 lakh crore and next year 

(FY21) we will award projects worth Rs 3 lakh crore, and Rs 5 lakh crore in the 

following year (FY22),” he said. 

 

Gadkari also said, “Without strengthening agriculture, tribal and backward 

areas, purchasing power will not increase, without which investment will not 

come. Without investments, employment potential will not increase.” 

 

 

IMF says Indian economy less likely to see recovery soon 

 

India's economy may not see recovery any time soon going by high-frequency 

indicators, International Monetary Fund chief economist Gita Gopinath said 
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while advocating “important reforms” for land acquisition and labour laws to 

get its manufacturing going and becoming part of the global value chain. 

 

Gopinath also wanted India to pursue fiscal consolidation path with 

consolidated fiscal deficit of state and Centre being the highest in the G-20. 

 

She pointed out that after witnessing a sharp weakness in investment; the 

country is seeing weakness in consumption growth. She said the IMF will be 

revising the numbers again in January when it puts out an update. 

 

Gopinath said India will need to pursue the clean-up of the banking sector as 

also take steps to boost rural incomes while focussing on macroeconomic 

stability. 

 

Pointing at the continued stress in nonbanking finance companies and slow 

transmission of policy cuts, Gopinath also stressed the need to fix problems on 

the financing side and for creating a positive sentiment towards investment. 

 

Gopinath said another set of big reforms are required to get manufacturing on 

the ground and for India to have bigger presence on the export front. There are 

important reforms needed with respect to land acquisition and labour laws. 
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India holds meeting with stakeholders on implementation of Chabahar 

agreement 

 

The second meeting between officials of India, Afghanistan and Iran took place 

in New Delhi yesterday to monitor implementation of the 2016 agreement 

regarding development and management of the Chabahar port in Iran. 

 

External Affairs Ministry said that the three countries welcomed steady 

progress in port operations by India Ports Global Ltd Company since the taking 

over of the port operations at Shaheed Beheshti Port at Chabahar in December 

2018. 

 

The second meeting of the "follow-up committee" took place at the level of "joint 

secretary/director general" in New Delhi. 

 

The MEA said that it was agreed to finalise the protocol to harmonise transit, 

roads, customs and consular matters. It was also agreed to organise 

promotional and business events in Afghanistan and India to popularise the 

Chabahar port. 

 

It was recognized that over five lakh tons of cargo has been handled 

successfully. This includes exports from Afghanistan through Chabahar Port 

which began in February this year. 
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The third meeting of the "follow-up committee" will take place in the first half of 

2020. 

 

 

Ethiopia launches its first satellite 

 

Ethiopia launched its first satellite today, a landmark achievement for the 

country's space program that caps a banner year for the African space 

industry. 

 

The launch of the Ethiopian Remote Sensing Satellite (ETRSS) took place at a 

space station in China. The live broadcast was watched by a group of Ethiopian 

and Chinese officials and scientists who had gathered at the Entoto 

Observatory and Research Centre outside the capital, Addis Ababa. 

 

Deputy Prime Minister Demeke Mekonnen said, this would be a foundation for 

their historic journey to prosperity. He said, this technological infrastructure 

was important even if delayed. 

 

According to Temidayo Oniosun, managing director of Space in Africa, a 

Nigeria-based firm that tracks African space programs, this was the eighth 

launch of an African satellite this year, topping the previous record of seven in 

2017. 
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The launch makes Ethiopia the eleventh African country to put a satellite into 

space. Egypt was the first in 1998. 

 

Data provided by Ethiopia's satellite is expected to paint a fuller picture of the 

country's agriculture, forestry and mining resources and improve responses to 

flooding and other disasters. 

 

 

Study finds transmission of chicken pox virus from mother to child 

 

The study of DBT and NII has found that women having chickenpox infection 

may transmit their infection to babies during their pregnancy. This stimulates 

babies’ immunity and protects them. A person being infected by the virus and 

treated gains immunity lifelong. 

 

This immunity is transferred to babies during pregnancy. Also, if a mother was 

vaccinated in her childhood, she is said to be immune to the disease. Research 

says that this immunity is transferred to the child as well. 

 

The researchers of National Institute of Immunology (NII) and Department of 

Biotechnology (DBT) found that the transfer of viral DNA from mother to child 

during their pregnancy is long lasting. 

 



MYUPSC.COM 

Currently, it is understood that mothers transfer several antibodies to babies 

that lasts for 12 to 15 months. However, the new study says that this scenario 

is different in case of chickenpox. The study also showed that reactivation of 

chickenpox can be induced by stress of pregnancy. 

 

It is a highly contagious disease caused by Varicella Zoster Virus. According to 

WHO, around 140 million people are affected by the disease all over the world 

annually. In developed countries, incidence of the disease is 16 cases per 1000 

people. Out of these, 90% of the cases are reported in children. 

 

 

Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) 

 

Why in News? The Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) has been recognised formally by 

the National Department of Regulation of Medicines and Health Products of the 

Ministry of Public Health of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. 

 

It will also be used based on the requirement as reputable pharmacopoeia in 

the laboratory of medicines and health products quality. 

 

What is IP? 

 

IP is an officially recognized book of standards as per the Drugs and Cosmetics 

Act, 1940 and Rules 1945 there under. 
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The IP specifies the standards of drugs manufactured and marketed in India in 

terms of their identity, purity and strength. 
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Thank You!! 

 

 

Best wishes for your exams!! 


