
 

 



 

Practice Test – 5 

 

 

1. The popular view held by Francis Fukuyama “The End of History” and the counter-

view held by Robert Kagan “The Return of History and the End of Dreams” are related 

to 

a) The Environment-Growth paradox 

b) Gender-based social discrimination in developed countries 

c) Fall and rise of decolonized Least Developed Economies (LDCs) 

d) Status and future of liberal democracy 

Solution: d) 

 

 

2. The “capabilities approach” of Amartya Sen brings a paradigm shift in the way 

poverty is being looked at by policymakers. Suppose if “not having a cycle” is generally 

termed as poverty, then which of the following positions will be taken by this 

approach? 

1. A person who has a cycle but cannot use it will still be called as poor. 

2. A person who does not have cycle will not be termed poor because not having a 

cycle does not make the person necessarily “unhappy”. 

Which of the above arguments is\are correct in this context? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: a) 



  

 

 

 

 

3. LIFE- MGNREGA is a restructured version of MGNREGA. The new scheme focuses 

on 

1. Skill development of MGREGA workers 

2. Devolution of taxation powers to PRIs to fund MGREGA projects 

3. Absorption of MGNREGA workers in the farming sector Select the correct answer 

using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: c) 

 

 

4. In India, the Prime Minister enjoys a pre-eminent place in the government. Consider 

the following with reference to this. 

1. The Council of Ministers comes into existence only after the Prime Minister has 

taken the oath of office. 

2. The resignation of the Prime Minister automatically brings about the dissolution of 

the Council of Ministers. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 



d) None 

Solution: c) 

  

 5. The Union Government has recently waived the import duty on wheat to zero from 

10 per cent for an indefinite period. This was done with a view of 

1. Uncertainty over the wheat output this year 

2. Cut down dumping by foreign producers 

3. Adherence to the new commitments of India made at Nairobi conference of WTO 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1 only 

Solution: d 

 

6. “Super critical and ultra-super critical (USC) plants technologies” sometimes heard 

in news are related to; 

a) Trade secrets negotiated under Nairobi package 

b) Breeder’s rights under TRIPS 

c) Reduction of atmospheric pollution 

d) Fusion reactor technologies 

Solution: c 

  

7. Consider the following about ‘Gond’ tribal community. 

1. They are most likely to be found in Central India. 

2. Gond paintings depict man’s relationship with nature. 

3. They have recently been declared as ‘Denotified tribes’ by the government. 



Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: a) 

  

8. Himalayan Rivers are known to make which of the following familiar patterns? 

1. Ox-bow lakes 

2. Braided streams 

3. Flat valley 

Select the correct answer using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: d) 

  

9. Which of the following heritages from India have been inscribed in the UNESCO 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity? 

1. Yoga 

2. Mudiyettu 

3. Ayurveda 

4. Buddhist chanting of Ladakh 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1, 2 and 4 only 



b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Solution: a) 

  

10. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has recently amended the Conduct of 

Election Rules, 1961 to facilitate 

a) e-transfer of postal ballot 

b) Regulation of paid news 

c) Registration of OCI voters 

d) Simultaneous conduct of selected panchayat and state legislature elections 

Solution: a) 

  

11. The ‘Launchpad’ initiative of the E-commerce firm Amazon will enable 

a) Remote vendors to establish rural warehousing for efficient supply chain 

management 

b) Funding of grass-roots innovation ideas from general public 

c) Indian startups to sell their products overseas 

d) Integration of traditional brick and mortar shops into the e- commerce model by 

non-adversarial mergers and acquisitions 

Solution: c) 

 

12. EMV is a new technical standard for smart payment cards. Consider the following 

about it. 

1. EVM enabled cards do not store any data and directly reflect satellite signals to 

communicate to and fro with payment authorities. 

2. EVM cards can be read over a short distance using radio-frequency identification 

(RFID) technology. 



Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: b) 

 

13. This bacterium is associated with food stored for long periods of time in the 

refrigerator as it is ubiquitous and has the ability to grow slowly even at low 

temperatures. It is an important cause of meningitis. The bacterium is? 

a) Listeria monocytogenes 

b) Bacillus cereus 

c) S. pyogenes 

d) Mycoplasma genitalium 

Solution: a) 

 

14. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently introduced an incremental Cash Reserve 

Ratio (CRR) to 

1. Allow banks to cut down their priority sector lending targets 

2. Absorb excess liquidity in the banking system following demonetization 

3. Increase the loan able funds with RBI Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: c) 

 



15. The term “Ziyarat” often heard in the context of Sufis is 

a) Recitation of divine name 

b) Offering shade and food to travellers 

c) Pilgrimage to major religious centres 

d) A discussion between a master and a disciple 

Solution: c) 

 

 

16. Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY) covers which of these population 

groups in India? 

a) BPL population 

b) Unorganized sector workers 

c) All subscribing bank account holders within a certain age group 

d) Senior citizens only 

Solution: c) 

  

17. The “Red Corridor” in India sometimes seen in news is related to 

a) Biodiversity hotspots 

b) High non-Communicable Disease Burden 

c) Left Wing Extremism 

d) Avalanches and landslides 

Solution: c) 

 

18. On the south-western coasts of India, you are most likely to come across which of 

these forests? 

a) Tropical deciduous forests 

b) Mangrove forests 



c) Tropical rainforests 

d) Montane forests 

Solution: c) 

 

19. Land revenue was a major economic mainstay of the Mughal Empire. 

Consider the following with reference to it. 

1. Both cultivated and cultivable lands were measured in each province. 

2. Office of the diwan was responsible for supervising the fiscal system of the empire. 

3. Terms such as ‘Jama’ and ‘Hasil’ were often used to measure the rank of revenue 

collecting officers. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: a) 

 

20. Istanbul is located at the junction of 

a) Black Sea and Mediterranean Sea 

b) Red Sea and Caspian Sea 

c) Caspian Sea and Black Sea 

d) Mediterranean Sea and Caspian Sea 

Solution: a) 

 

21. What is a fast neutron reactor? 

a) It is a type of fusion reactor where nuclear fuel is replenished from the source 

continuously. 



b) It is a fission reactor that does not need neutron moderators. 

c) It is a rector where fission reactions are used to energize fusion reactions. 

d) It is a mobile reactor that can be connected to grids in remote areas. 

Solution: b 

 

22. Using anaerobic digestion technologies in waste management can help to reduce 

the emission of greenhouse gases in which of the following ways? 

1. Eliminating the production of Hydrogen sulphide and Carbon dioxide in waste 

digestion 

2. Reducing the energy footprint of waste treatment plants Which of the above is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: b) 

 

23. “Bhilsa Topes”, one of the earliest works on Sanchi was written by? 

a)  Alexander Cunnigham 

b) James Muller 

c) R. N. Wheeler 

d) William Henry Sykes 

Solution: a) 

 

24. India has been ranked 87th out of 144 countries on the World Economic Forum’s 

(WEF) Global Gender Gap Report 2016. The report measures gender gap as progress 

towards parity between men and women in which of these key areas? 

1. Educational attainment 



2. Health and survival 

3. Political empowerment 

4. Economic opportunity 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

  

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

c) 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Solution: d) 

 

25. Consider the following with reference to status of women in the Buddhist Sanghas. 

1. Mahapajapati Gotami was the first woman to be ordained as a bhikkhuni. 

2. Women who entered the sangha were not authorized to become teachers of 

dhamma. 

 3. The order of bhikkhunis was not regulated by Vinaya Pitaka and instead dealt by 

senior bhikkus. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: c) 

 

26. Consider the following about the functions of the Department of Economic Affairs 

(DEA). 

1. It regulates the functioning of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) as under the 

Allocation of Business Rules, 1967. 



2. It is responsible for preparation of the Union Budget. 

3. It is responsible for finding means to raise internal resources through taxation and 

market borrowings for the government. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: b) 

 

27. India’s potential as a Knowledge Economy is well recognized all over the world. 

Which of these actions would help further this goal? 

1. Spread of E-governance in villages 

2. Increased Research and Development (R&D) in the Information Technology (IT) 

sector 

3. Improving the state of higher education in India Select the correct answer using the 

codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: d) 

 

28. Minerals on earth mainly come from 

a) Magma 

b) Fossils 

c) Meteoroids 

d) Both (a) and (b) 



Solution: d) 

 

29. Utility patents are granted for 

a) Minor or efficiency improvements which do not match the level of patent 

innovativeness 

b) Commercial application of a patent 

c) International marketing of the patent 

d) Patents generated in the unorganized sector 

Solution: a) 

 

30. What is referred to as the “Informalization of the Indian workforce”? 

a) Disappearance of jobs in the traditional sectors 

b) Lack of mutual recognition of the certification of the Indian workers abroad 

c)  Reduction in Self-employment and entrepreneurship 

 d) None of the above 

Solution: d) 

 

31. The education conference held at Wardha in October 1937 is notable for 

1. Promoting free and compulsory education for an individual throughout his life 

2. Endorsing Gandhiji's proposals for 'basic education' through the vernacular 

medium and manual productive work 

3. Motivating teachers to work without any payment for the welfare of nation at large. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 



Solution: b) 

  

32. Consider the following about the Inland water resources of India. 

1. Gujarat ranks first as regards the total area of brackish water among all states of 

India. 

2. Most of the area under tanks and ponds lies in the Southern States of India. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: b) 

 

33. Which of these personalities were associated with Brahmo Samaj? 

1. Debendranath Tagore 

2. Keshub Chandra Sen 

3. Pronob Bhattacharjee 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: a) 

 

34. Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) is empowered to 



1. Regulate telecom market to ensure fair competition 

2. Fix tariffs for telecom services in India Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

  

d) None 

Solution: c) 

 

35. What is often referred to as “Market failures” by economists is actually 

a) A situation where supply and demand forces in the market are not in equilibrium 

b) Failure of markets to allocate resources efficiently 

c) Unequal distribution of resource use between private and social goods 

d) Too much competition at the market place leading to failure of individual firms 

Solution: b) 

 

36. The National Defence Authorization Act (NDAA), 2017 of the United States is 

significant because 

1. It gives India’s “Major Defence Partner” status a statutory backing. 

2. It authorizes USA’s Asia-Pivot Policy. Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: a) 

 



37. Consider the following statements. 

Assertion (A): Alluvial soils are ideal for the growth of sugarcane. Reason (R): Alluvial 

soils are rich in potash, lime and phosphoric acid. 

In the context of the above, which of these is correct? 

a) A is correct, and R may help explain A. 

b) A is correct, but R cannot explain A. 

c) A is correct, but R is incorrect. 

d) A is correct, but R is incorrect. 

Solution: a) 

  

38. Abolition of Privy Purse was a major issue in post-independent India. 

Privy Purse allowed 

a) British government to appropriate a fraction of India’s revenues for certain years 

after independence to maintain financial continuity 

b) Local administration to abolish zamindari from erstwhile permanent settlement 

regions 

c) Government to confiscate private land based on the principle of ‘eminent domain’ 

d) Princely state rulers to retain certain private property and grant in heredity 

Solution: d) 

 

39. In India, Rhododendrons are naturally found in 

a) Uttarakhand, Sikkim and West Bengal 

b) West Bengal, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh 

c) Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 

d) Gujarat and Mahrashtra 

Solution: a) 

 



40. “Export competition” has been a long standing issue in the WTO’s negotiations. It 

has been one of the major outcomes of the Nairobi package. It is mainly related to 

a) Agricultural export subsidies and export credits 

b) Preferential rules of origin for LDCs 

c) Temporary export tariff hikes to contain BoP crises 

d) Trade Facilitation agreement (TFA) 

Solution: a) 

 

41. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has banned use of 

newspapers for wrapping and packing of food items. This is because 

1. Printing ink used for printing newspapers may contain bioactive materials 

2. Recycled paper may be contaminated with harmful phthalates which can cause 

digestive problems and even toxicity 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: c) 

 

42. Biological control of pests and plant diseases is helpful because 

1. Chemical methods of pest control indiscriminately kill both useful and harmful 

pests and insects. 

2. Greater biodiversity at the farm increases the chances of plant survival and further 

plant growth. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 



c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: c) 

 

 

 

 

43. When the Prime Meridian of Greenwich has the sun at the highest point in the 

sky, places along this meridian will have 

a) Mid-day or mid-night depending on its latitude 

b) Mid-day at all locations 

c) Same amount of solar insolation on all latitudes along this meridian 

d) None of the above is correct.  

Solution: b) 

 

44. Cycle of ‘Solar spots’ can significantly affect the climate on earth by leading to a 

1. Change in solar output 

2. Reversal of earth’s magnetic field Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None Solution: a) 

 

45. The famous Kuznets inverted-U curve is often used by policymakers to study the 

a) Rise and fall in inequality with economic growth 

b) Trade-off between inflation and unemployment 



c) Change in energy elasticity with growth 

d) Effects of tax policy on redistribution of income in a society  

Solution: a) 

 

46. Which of the following conditions generally lead to coral bleaching? 

1. Low sedimentation of ocean beds 

2. Unusually warm ocean water 

3. Acidification of oceans 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 2 and 3 only  

Solution: d) 

 

47. These tribes are widely known for traditionally smelting rust-free iron and live 

primarily in the Indian state of Jharkhand. They are 

a) Asuras 

b) Dongas 

c) Birhor 

d) Korwas  

Solution: a) 

 

48. Which of the following functions are performed by the Lok Sabha? 

1. Approval of proposals for taxation 

2. Appointment of Chairman of Council of States 



3. Approving a constitutional amendment bill 

4. Approving the Proclamation of emergency 

5. Appointment of members of higher judiciary 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 5 only 

c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5  

Solution: a) 

 

49. The Committee on Digital Payments headed by Ratan P. Watal has submitted its 

final report to the Union Finance Ministry recently. Which of these are some of the 

major recommendations given by the committee? 

1. Inter-operability of payments system between banks and non-banks 

2. Framework to reward innovations for leading efforts in enabling digital payment 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

 Solution: c) 

 

50. Consider the following with reference to the National Defence Fund (NDF). 

1. It is contributed jointly by the Central government and state governments. 

2. It is used for the modernization of border infrastructure in sensitive regions. 

3. It is housed with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Select the correct answer using 

the codes below. 



a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) None of the above  

Solution: c) 

 

51. Consider the following important legal provisions of Indian Penal Code (IPC) often 

seen in news. Match them correctly with their mandate. 

1. Section 499A of IPC A. Seditious writing or speech 

2. Section 124A of IPC B. Defamation 

3. Section 295 of IPC C. Outraging Communal sentiments 

Select the correct match from the codes below. 

a)  1-A, 2-B, 3-C 

b)  1-B, 2-A, 3-C 

c)   1-C, 2-C, 3-B 

d)  1-B, 2-C, 3-A 

Solution: b) 

 

52. Superconductors are materials that 

1. Conduct electricity with very little or no resistance 

2. Possess static electrons Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None  

Solution: a) 



 

53. Consider the following with reference to the Geological Survey of India. 

1. It was established before India’s independence.  

2. It is an autonomous organization under the Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

3. It has the mandate to survey all minerals other than coal. Select the correct answer 

using the codes below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) None of the above  

Solution: a) 

 

54. In a recent judgment, Supreme Court has declared that Governor is not the 

“conscience keeper” of the legislative assembly. What does this imply? 

1. It is inappropriate for the Governor to manage proceedings of legislative assembly to 

keep the right order. 

2. It is wrong for the Governor to attend the legislative proceedings of the assembly. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

 d) None  

Solution: a) 

 

55. The Heart of Asia (HoA) conference essentially focuses on 

a) Economic integration of Asia with Europe and Latin America 

b) Regional cooperation with Afghanistan to ensure its stability 



c) Developing the North-South Transport Corridor (NSTC) 

d) Countering piracy in the Arabian and Indian Ocean 

 Solution: b) 

 

56. The Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite-R (GOES-R) launched by 

NASA will be instrumental in 

1. Issuing timely space weather alerts 

2. Augmenting satellite-based search and rescue network Which of the above is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None  

Solution: c) 

 

57. Every bill passed by the Parliament goes to the President for his assent before it 

becomes a law. Consider the following with reference to it. 

1. The President can send the bill back to the Parliament asking it to reconsider the 

bill. 

2. There is no time limit mentioned in the constitution for the President to approve 

these bills. 

3. The President is constitutionally authorized to send and introduce legislative 

proposals in the Parliament. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  



Solution: a) 

 

58. Arrange these major Gulfs from West to East. 

1. Gulf of Guinea 

2. Gulf of Aden 

3. Gulf of Mexico 

4. Gulf of Mannar 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a)  3124 

b) 2143 

c)  1342 

d) 3214 

Solution: a) 

 

59. The “1961 Vienna convention” that was seen in news sometime back deals with 

a) Reduction of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) 

b) Protocol to handle refugees 

c) Diplomatic Immunity 

d) Nuclear Stockpile 

 Solution: c) 

 

60. Indian Railways will soon introduce Tri-Netra system on its trains to 

1. Cut down number of train accidents 

2. Reduce instances of harassment of women passengers Which of the above is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 



b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None  

Solution: a) 

 

61. Social Discount Rate (SDR) are often used to assess 

1. Future environmental costs into present projects 

2. Cost of Social Impact assessment studies 

  

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None  

Solution: a) 

 

62. Which of the following are important limitations of Human Development Index 

(HDI)? 

1. It does not contain social exclusion and discrimination.  

2. It ignores the issue of political freedom. 

3. It does not take into account income inequality. Select the correct answer using the 

codes below. 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3  

Solution: d) 



 

63. Promotion of farmer cooperatives in India can help solve which of these problems? 

1. Dealing with large number of uneconomic holdings 

2. Dealing with poor marketing capacity in rural farmers Which of the above is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: c) 

64. Large-scale adoption of the Public Fund Management System (PFMS) will lead to 

1. Increased rural savings in the economy for productive investment 

2. Real-time information on resource availability and utilization across government 

schemes 

3. Direct and quicker payment to beneficiaries under government schemes 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 3 only 

Solution: b) 

 

65. Which of the following arguments offered by historians show the strategic 

advantages to the Magadha kingdom? 

1. Iron mines were accessible in Magadha and provided resources for tools and 

weapons. 

2. The Ganga and its tributaries provided a means of cheap and convenient 

communication for the empire. 



Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: c) 

 

66. The primary productivity of the tropical rain forest is lower when compared to that 

of the temperate forests. This is because of 

a) Intense leaching of soil in tropical rain forests 

b) Dense vegetation Cover in tropical rain forests 

c) Practice of slash and burn agriculture in many tropical regions 

d) Low microbial activity in tropical regions 

Solution: a) 

 

67. The organization United Nations (UN) Women works under the overall supervision 

and aegis of 

a) UN General Assembly 

b) UN Economic and Social Council 

c) Commission on Status of Women 

d) All of above 

Solution: d) 

 

68. The “Rationalization Thesis” given by Weber helps explain the rise of 

1. Modern corporations 

2. Bureaucracy 

Which of the above is/are correct? 



a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: c) 

 

69. The Union Cabinet has approved which of the following budgetary reforms 

recently? 

1. Separation of railway budget from annual budget 

2. Advancement of Budget Date 

3. Abolition of distinction between revenue and capital expenditures Select the correct 

answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: a) 

 

70. WIFEX 2016-17 programme of the Union Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) 

intends to study 

a) Different physical and chemical features of Fog 

b) Impact of electro-magnetic radiation on mineral dispersion 

c) Effects of mineral exploration on geology of Arctic 

d) Mechanism of urban floods 

Solution: a) 

 

71. The idea of a “bad bank” was recently floated by the government with a view to 



a) Tackle the growing menace of NPAs 

 b) Regulate anti-competitive practices in the banking industry 

c) Contain production of counterfeit currency in and outside India 

d) Reduce shadow banking in India 

Solution: a) 

 

72. India is acquiring multiple gateways to Africa. Consider the following list of 

countries and India’s interests in these countries. 

1. Mozambique : Natural gas 

2. Kenya : Indian Diaspora 

3. South Africa : Trade and maritime security Select the correct answer using the 

codes below. 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: d) 

 

73. Consider the following capitals of North-eastern states of India. 

1. Aizwal 

2. Imphal 

3. Kohima 

4. Itanagar 

What is the correct order of these capitals from south to North? 

a)  1234 

b) 2314 

c)  3214 



d) 1342 

Solution: a) 

 

74. The following about Congress socialist party. 

1. It was formed within the Congress immediately after the failure of the Non-

cooperation movement. 

2. It rejected the ideology of democracy and supported a Maoist communist revolution. 

3. It later restructured itself as the All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS). Select the correct 

answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) None of the above 

Solution: d) 

 

75. The Carbon Initiative for Development (Ci-Dev) was initiated by the World Bank 

with which of the following objectives in view? 

1. To propose mechanisms to further improve and extend the scope of the Clean 

Development Mechanism (CDM) for use by LDCs 

2. To ensure development of future carbon market mechanisms in developed 

economies 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: a) 

 



76. Which of these rights is enjoyed by a Non-Resident Indian (NRI), but NOT by an 

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)? 

a) Right to vote 

b) Right to dual citizenship 

c) Right to contest for public office 

d) Both (a) and (c) 

Solution: d) 

 

77. Consider these major inter-state water disputes with some of their party states. 

1. Krishna Dispute: Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh 

2. Cauvery Dispute: Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 

3. Narmada Dispute: Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh Which of the above is\are 

correct matches? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: b) 

 

78. The salient features of the new Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 2015-2020 is\are 

1. Prioritisation of sectors having domestic manufacturing capabilities and potential 

export demand 

2. Promotion of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) to boost exports 

3. Paperless working to facilitate ease of doing business in India Select the correct 

answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 



d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: d) 

 

79. Consider the following with reference to the East India Association organized in 

London. 

1. It was founded by Dadabhai Naoroji. 

2. The organization aimed to present correct information about India to the British 

Public and voice Indian Grievances. 

3. The East India Association incorporated the National Indian Association before the 

Komagata Maru incident. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1 and 3 only 

Solution: a) 

 

80. Consider the following with reference to the Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva 

Abhiyan (PMSMA). 

1. It seeks to provide free health check-ups to pregnant women at government health 

centres and hospitals. 

2. It incentivizes institutional deliveries financially by a one-time grant to the lactating 

mother upon registration in any government run centre. 

3. It tracks the immunization records of mother and new born child through an 

electronic system managed by the District headquarters. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 



d) 1 and 2 only 

Solution: a) 

 

81. It formed an important ancient site of the Indian sub-continent located in a fertile 

plain situated in present-day Pakistan. It is also located near the Bolan Pass, which is 

one of the most important routes into Iran. It is? 

a) Burzahom 

b) Mehrgarh 

c) Chirand 

d) Koldihwa 

Solution: b) 

 

82. Consider the following about State Finance Commissions (SFCs). 

1. They are constitutional bodies. 

2. Their mandate is to recommend devolution of tax funds from the Consolidated Fund 

of Union Government to local bodies. 

3. Their recommendations must be approved by the Union Finance Commission, in 

order to be effective. 

4. They are established by the President from time to time. Select the correct answer 

using the codes below. 

a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 only 

d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Solution: c) 

  

83. Many Stupas have been built in the places associated with Gautam Buddha’s life. 

Consider the following matches of these places with Buddha’s major life events. 



1. Lumbini - Where he was born 

2. Kusinagara – Where he organized the first Sangha 

3. Bodh Gaya - Where he attained enlightenment 

4. Sarnath - Where he gave his first sermon Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Solution: b) 

 

84. Consider the following statements. 

Assertion (A): All biosphere reserves in India are included in the UNESCO World 

Heritage List. 

Reason (R): All biosphere reserves in India are a part of the UNESCO World Network of 

Biosphere Reserves. 

In the context of the above, which of these is correct? 

a) A is correct, and R is an appropriate explanation of A. 

b) A is correct, but R is not an appropriate explanation of A. 

c) A is correct, but R is incorrect. 

d) Both A and R are incorrect. 

Solution: d) 

 

85. The “Amendment” to Prevention of Corruption Act (PCA), 1988 as approved by 

Cabinet provides for 

1. Disproportionate assets will now be included as a part of corruption. 

2. Non-monetary gratification has been covered within the definition of the word 

“gratification” which can be an offence. 



Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: c) 

  

86. Which of the following is\are salient features of the Value Added Tax (VAT) 

system? 

1. It is a form of direct taxation. 

2. It is based on self-assessment system and provides the facility of tax credit and tax 

refund. 

3. A major shortcoming of the VAT system is that it promotes cascading of taxes. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 2 only 

d) 3 only 

Solution: c) 

 

87. Which of these bodies in India coordinates voluntary efforts in the field of welfare 

in India? 

a) Central Social Welfare Board 

b) Department of Social Justice 

c) NITI Aayog 

d) State Human Rights Commissions 

Solution: a) 



 

88. He was an imperialist, called himself ‘a Bengal tiger’ and came to India with a 

determination to launch a “forward policy” in order to make ‘the British Empire in 

India’ into ‘the British Empire of India’. He was 

a) Richard Colley Wellesley 

b) Robert Bulwer Lytton 

c) Joseph Francois Dupleix 

d) Frederick Hamilton Dufferin 

Solution: a) 

 

89. “Class Conflict” is central to which of the following ideologies? 

a) Socialism 

b) Marxism 

c) Capitalism 

d) Fascism 

Solution: 

 

90. In the history of organic evolution, which of the following would have occurred the 

earliest? 

a) Amphibians 

b) Mammals 

c) Reptiles 

d) Arthropods 

Solution: d) 

  

91. Money supply in the economy will increase if 

1. Money multiplier increases 



2. Velocity of money increases Which of the above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

Solution: a) 

  

92. Chinook is an important local wind prevalent in the rocky mountain slopes of USA. 

Similarly, match the following local winds with the area of their prevalence. 

1. Mistral : North African desert 

2. Foehn : Southern slopes of Alps 

3. Sirocco : Appalachian mountains 

Select the correct matches using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 2 only 

d) None of the above 

Solution: d) 

  

93. Consider the following about “Trade Secrets”. 

1. It is an informal term for ‘patents’ when recognized only within national borders. 

2. It confers a competitive commercial advantage to those who possess such 

information. 

3. It is regulated under TRIPS agreement. Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 



c) 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: b) 

  

 

 

 

 

94. India will find organic farming an attractive proposition because 

1. Export demand for organic products is on the rise. 

2. Organic farming is less labour-intensive than conventional farming thus 

offering chances of improving agricultural productivity. 

3. Organic products are seen to be nutritionally superior to chemically produced 

foods. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 2 and 3 only 

Solution: b) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

95. Migratory birds use many natural signals to navigate or find direction. 



Which of these may be generally used by migratory birds in navigation? 

1. Apparent changing position of Sun 

2. Apparent movement of stars with respect to earth 

3. Magnetic field of earth 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: d) 

  

 

 

96. Geotextiles are generally put to use in 

1. Earth and road construction 

2. Soil sealing and drainage systems 

3. Brick making and fly ash disposal 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Solution: a) 

  

 

 



97. The practice of “Fiscal Federalism” in India involves 

a) Distribution of financial powers between Centre and States 

b) Setting up of Finance Commission every five years 

c) Devolution of central pool to states 

d) All of the above 

Solution: d) 

 

 

 

 

 

98. The climate and weather of a region largely depends on its 

1. Distance from equator 

2. Distance from International Date Line 

3. Height above Mean Sea Level (MSL) 

4. Proximity with major water bodies Select the correct answer using the codes 

below. 

  

a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

b) 2 and 4 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Solution: a) 

 

 

 



99. Consider the following about the Press Council of India. 

1. It is a quasi-judicial body. 

2. It is headed by a retired judge of Supreme Court by convention. 

3. It adjudicates the complaints made by the Indian Press. 

4. Citizens can complain to this authority if the Press violates standard guidelines 

and engages in unethical reporting. 

Select the correct answer using the codes below. 

a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

Solution: d) 

 

 

 

100. A geostationary satellite must be directly above “X” so that it stays over the 

same location on the Earth. X is 

a) Tropic of Cancer 

b) Equator 

c) Tropic of Capricorn 

d) Pole star 

Solution: b) 

  

 


