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ASEAN-India Business Council Meet 

 

The Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal addressed the Association of 

South East Asian Nation-India Business Council meet. 

During the meet, minister emphasized on 3Cs namely Cooperation, Collaboration and 

Commitment. He also highlighted to use full trade potential addressing concerns of members 

and businesses. It also agreed to review ASEAN-Trade in Goods agreement signed in 2009. 

India-ASEAN trade 

In the year 2020, India’s trade with ASEAN countries touched 86.86 billion USD. The trade 

increased mainly due to the ASEAN-India Free Trade Area agreement that was signed in 2009. It 

came into effect in 2010. 

Act East Policy 

India is focusing on Act East Policy to reach the ASEAN countries. In fact, the Act East policy of 

India was unveiled at the 12th ASEAN-India Summit in 2014. 

India shifted from Look East Policy to Act East Policy in order add security cooperation along 

with trade and other economic cooperation. The following are the major areas where India and 

ASEAN are working together currently 

 Counter Terrorism: To share capacity building, best practices and information 

 Cyber Security 

 Maritime Cooperation 

India-ASEAN Maritime Cooperation 

The maritime cooperation is highly important for both the partners as China is increasing its 

influence in the Indo-Pacific region. The following are the major forums through which India 

and ASEAN are exhibiting their maritime strategies 

 Expanded ASEAN Maritime forum is conducted for better coordination in search and rescue 

operations and also manage accidents in sea according to ICAO and IMO guidelines. ICAO is 

International Civil Aviation Organization. IMO is International Maritime Organisation. 
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 India plans to strengthen its maritime security measures through SAGAR. SAGAR is Security and 

Growth for all in the Region. SAGAR has been recognized by ASEAN. 

Other cooperation 

India actively participates in the following ASEAN led events 

 ASEAN Region Forum 

 ASEAN PMC+1 with India 

 East Asia Summit 

 ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus) 

 ASEAN-India Joint Cooperation Committee 

 ASEAN-India Senior Officials. 

 

 

Rules for administration in Jammu and Kashmir 

 

On August 28, 2020, the Government of India issued rules for administration in Jammu and 

Kashmir. It specifies the functions of Council of Ministers and Lieutenant Governor. 

Role of Lieutenant Governor 

 The executive functions of Lieutenant Governor include public order, police, anti-corruption, All 

India Services. 

 The critical issues that affect the peace of the Union Territory or that will affect the minority 

community, Scheduled Tribe, Scheduled Caste or Backward classes are to be submitted to the 

Lieutenant Governor. 

 When there is a difference of opinion between the Minister and the LG, the decision of the LG 

is to have to be accepted by the Council of Ministers. 

The Council of Ministers or the Chief Minister will have no say in the above functions of LG. 

 

Role of the President 
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 When difference of opinion arises between the LG and the Council of ministers, the LG shall 

refer to the President and shall act according to his advice. 

 In the above cases, the LG will be empowered to pass directions till the President makes a 

decision. 

Role of Council of Minister 

 The executive powers of the Chief Minister and the Council of Ministers have been restricted to 

the areas such as land revenue, imposition of new tax, sale or lease o government property, 

reconstituting departments. 

 The matter that brings in controversy between the Central Government and the LG is to be 

brought to the notice of Central Government at the earliest. 

Background 

The elections for the UT of Jammu and Kashmir are to be held in 2021 after the delimitation 

exercise according to the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019. In 2019, Article 370 of the constitution 

was abrogated and the special status of Jammu and Kashmir was revoked. 

Earlier, that is before abrogation, the Chief Minister was the most powerful person in decision-

making process. With new rules, the powers of the CM has been reduced, especially that of law 

and order 

 

 

Supreme Court issues notice to GoI on PIL to identify minorities at State Level 

On August 28, 2020, the Union Government sought a response from the Central Government 

on Public Interest Litigation seeking directions to frame guidelines in identifying minorities at 

state level. 

What does the PIL say? 

The National Commission for Minority Education Institution Act, 2004 does not identify 

minorities at state level. It identifies the minorities only at state level. This deprives the 

minorities in the states their constitutional rights. The Public Interest Litigation (PIL) demands 

the centre to lay down guidelines to identify minorities at state level as well. 
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Minorities at national level 

Under the NCMEI act, the religious communities such as Christians, Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis, 

Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains are considered as minorities at national level. This is against the 

judgement of TMA Pai Foundation case, 2002. At the case, the Supreme Court held that the 

unit of determining linguistic and religious minorities would be State. 

There is a significant population of the minorities at state level. For instance, Muslims are in 

majority in Lakshadweep. They constitute to 96.58%. Similarly, Muslims constitute to 96% of 

majority in Kashmir. Likewise, Christians are in majority in Mizoram (87.16%), Nagaland 

(88.10%) and Meghalaya (74.59%). 

Constitutional Provisions to Minorities 

Article 29 provides that a section of citizens residing in India having distinct culture, language or 

script shall have the right to conserve it. It gives protection to religious and linguistic minorities. 

Article 30 says that the minorities shall have the right to establish educational institutions of 

their own choice. 

Minorities Day in India 

It is observed on December 18 every year. It marks the Declaration on rights of persons 

belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities by the United Nations, 1992. 

The declaration declares that the states shall protect the existence of Ethnic, cultural, linguistic 

or religious identity of minorities. 

 

 

Punjab passes resolution against farm ordinances 

On August 28, 2020, the Punjab Government passed a resolution against the farm ordinances of 

the central government. 

Ordinances 

In June 2020, the Union Government of India had issued three ordinances as follows 

 Farmers’ Produce Ordinance, 2020 
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 Farmers Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Ordinance, 2020 

 Essential Commodities Ordinance, 2020 

Farmer Produce Ordinance, 2020 

It was promulgated in June 2020 to provide barrier-free trade of farmers produce outside the 

markets that are specified under State Agriculture Market Laws. It allows intra-state and inter-

state trade of farmers. 

Essential Commodities Ordinance 

The ordinance amended the Essential Commodities Act. Under the ordinance, the essential 

commodities such as pulses, oil seeds, onion, and potatoes are excluded from the act. 

According to the act, the centre can include or exclude any commodity and declare it essential. 

This is mainly to make the commodities available to consumers. 

Farmers Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Ordinance, 2020 

The ordinance provided a framework to empower and protect the farmers with reference to 

sale and purchase of farm products. The provisions of the ordinance override the state APMC 

laws. 

What is the issue? 

According to the Punjab State Government, Agriculture falls under List II of Constitution and 

hence puts it as a State List. The promulgation of the ordinance is a direct encroachment on the 

functions of these states. 

State List 

The Seventh schedule of the constitution deals with the powers of state and Union 

Government. They are notified as three lists namely State List, Union List and Concurrent List. 

The Union List has more important subjects than that included in the other 2 lists. The 

88th amendment of the Constitution included “Taxes on services” as a new subject in the Union 

List. 

Article 249 of the constitution provides powers to the Parliament to legislate subjects in State 

List in the national interest. However, the Centre can legislate on state subjects only on the 

following three conditions 

 During National Emergency 
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 When two or more states request the centre to pass a resolution to legislate on subjects under 

State List 

 When Rajya Sabha passes resolution 

 

 

Chunauti: Next Generation Start up Challenge contest 

On August 28, 2020, the Government of India launched “Chunauti”, the next generation start 

up challenge contest. Around 300 start ups working in select areas are to be identified and 

provided with seed fund up to Rs 25 lakhs. 

The challenge is launched with a special focus on Tier-II towns. Chunauti is Challenge Hunt 

under NGIS for Advanced Uninhibited Technology Intervention. NGIS is Next Generation 

Incubation Scheme. The main objective of the challenge is to address the challenges faced 

during pandemic. It is to look for solutions that will support industries, Government and public 

at large. 

The Startups will work in software product development related domain. Also, the startups 

working with DPIIT are encouraged to participate in the challenge. 

Efforts by GoI 

The Government of India has taken several measures to boost start ups in the country. The 

ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization) and the DRDO (Defence Research Development 

Organization) have opened their research to Indian start ups recently to boost indigenous 

production in the country. They are promoting more new innovative start up to implement 

their technologies to boost the manufacturing in the country. This is being done by technology 

transfer. 

National Startup Advisory Council was set up to boost Startups and Innovation. 

National Start up Advisory Council 

The council was set up by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. It will be chaired by the 

Minister of Commerce and Industry. It will have non-official members nominated by the Central 

Government. These members will hold office for two years. 
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The council will suggest measures to spread culture of innovation among students and citizens. 

It will recommend measures to facilitate public organizations. 

The council will recommend measures to facilitate organizations. It will also help to promote 

creation, deliver governance and also to commercialize industrial property rights. 
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14th India-Singapore Defence Policy Dialogue 

On August 28, 2020, the India-Singapore Defence Policy Dialogue was held in video conference. 

The countries agreed to discuss number of issues of bilateral defence engagements. They 

agreed to enhance the security partnership. 

The HADR agreement was signed between the countries during the dialogue. HADR is 

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief. 

Defence Cooperation 

India and Singapore began their annual naval combat exercise called the SIMBEX in 1994. In 

2003, the countries signed an agreement that allowed the Singapore army to conduct training 

on Indian soil. In 2015, the countries signed agreement for strategic relationship in security, 

military, intelligence cooperation, political exchanges, cooperation in multilateral forums, and 

to improve air connectivity. 

In 2017, the countries signed a naval cooperation that aimed to boost maritime security, 

mutual logistics and joint exercises. This agreement also permits ships of navy to restock, 

refuel, and rearm at each other military bases. 

In 2018, the countries signed a bilateral agreement that gave Indian Navy ships access to Changi 

Naval Base of Singapore. 

Supports 

India supports Singapore to become a permanent member in the United Nations Security 

council and also to expand its role in Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Singapore 

supports India in its conflict against Pakistan. 

Cold War 

During the cold war era, Singapore was allied with NATO. On the other hand, India joined Non-

Aligned Movement as a founding member. 
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 Target PT: UPSC Prelims 2020 day 1-
15 MCQs 
 

 

 

India-Singapore 

As a first step towards internationalization of BHIM UPI, the application was first launched in 

Singapore. In other words, Singapore was the first country where the application was launched 

outside India. 

Bold Kurukshetra is a joint military exercise of India that aims at developing military technology. 

It is important for India to establish strong diplomatic ties with Singapore for its strategic 

location. Also, the Tamilian from India contributes to a major part of Singaporean citizens. The 

official languages of Singapore are Tamil, Chinese, Malay, and English. 
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Drinking Water Supply Quality Management System 

 Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has prepared a draft standard for the supply system of 

piped drinking water. 

 The draft is named as Drinking water supply quality management system requirements 

for piped drinking water supply service. 

 The draft has been developed keeping in view the Centre’s Jal Jeevan Mission for 

providing safe and adequate drinking water to all rural households by 2024 through tap 

connections. 

 IS10500 - It states that the drinking water after treatment should conform to the Indian 

Standard (IS) 10500 developed by the BIS. 

 The IS 10500 outlines the acceptable limit of substances such as heavy metals, other 

parameters like the pH value of water, its turbidity, the total dissolved solids in it, and 

the color and odor. 

 District Metering Area - It is a concept for controlling leakages in the water network in 

which flow meters are installed to detect leaks. 

 Water Sampling –Water should be sampled at the treatment plant every 4 hours, at the 

water reservoirs for every 8 hours and random sampling at household levels. 

 Water Audit - It is a calculation of the amount of water put into distribution against the 

amount that is consumed and it should be conducted on a quarterly basis. 

Agri-Entrepreneurship Component of RKVY 

 Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) is an ongoing centrally sponsored scheme started 

from XI Five Year Plan period. 

 The scheme will incentivize States in enhancing more allocation to Agriculture to 

achieve 4% growth rate. 

 Ministry of Agriculture is funding start-ups under the innovation and agri-premiership 

component of RKVY in 2020-21. 
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 These start-ups are in various categories such as agro-processing, artificial intelligence, 

digital agriculture, farm mechanisation, waste to wealth, dairy, fisheries etc. 

 The following are the components of this scheme: 

1. Agripreneurship Orientation - 2 months duration with a monthly stipend of Rs. 10,000/- 

per month.  Mentorship is provided on financial, technical, IP issues etc. 

2. Seed Stage Funding of R-ABI Incubates – Funding up to Rs. 25 lakhs (85% grant & 15% 

contribution from the incubate). 

3. Idea/Pre-Seed Stage Funding of Agripreneurs – Funding up to Rs. 5 lakhs (90% grant 

and 10% contribution from the incubatee). 

 Other Sub-schemes under RKVY include 

1. Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI) 

2. Additional Fodder Development Programme (AFDP) 

3. Saffron Mission 

4. Crop Diversification Program 

5. Livestock Health & Disease Control / Foot & Mouth Disses (FMD) 

6. Beekeeping 

7. Targeting Rice Fallow Areas (TRFA) 

Thumbimahotsavam 

 Thumbimahotsavam is a part of a national dragonfly festival. 

 It is being organized by the following organizations – 

1. WWF India 

2. Bombay Natural History Society 

3. National Biodiversity Board 

4. UNEP, UNDP and IUCN-Centre for Environment Conservation 

5. India Dragonfly Society 
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 The third edition of the National Dragonfly Festival was organized online in August, 

2020. 

 Kerala is set to host first-ever state Dragonfly Festival. 

 WWF-India State unit has joined hands with the Society for Odonate Studies (SOS) and 

Thumbipuranam for the state dragonfly festival. 

 It aims at building awareness about the importance of dragonflies and damselflies and 

the need to conserve them. 

 Some specific target groups for this festival include zoology teachers. 

 Dragonflies act as important bio-indicators of the ecological health of an area. 

P-Notes 

 According to SEBI data, the value of participatory note (P-note) investments in Indian 

capital markets increased to Rs. 63,288 crore till July 2020-end. 

 This is the fourth consecutive monthly rise in investments through P-notes. 

 Derivative is a financial instrument which derives its value from the underlying assets. 

 P-notes are issued by registered foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) to overseas investors 

who wish to be part of the Indian stock market without registering themselves directly 

with SEBI. 

 These are among the group of investments considered to be Offshore Derivative 

Investments (ODIs). 

 These are popular investments due to the investor remaining anonymous. 

 P-notes have Indian stocks as their underlying assets. 

 Though P-note holders have less stringent registration requirements, they have to go 

through a proper due diligence process of SEBI. 

Magnetic Hyperthermia-Mediated Cancer Therapy (MHCT) 
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 Scientists from Institute of Nano Science & Technology (INST) are making efforts to 

make magnetic hyperthermia-mediated cancer therapy as desired therapy for 

inoperable tumours. 

 INST is an autonomous institute of Department of Science and Technology (DST). 

 Magnetic hyperthermia-mediated cancer therapy (MHCT) is a non-invasive cancer 

treatment. 

 The technique involves the delivery and localization of magnetic materials within the 

targeted tumour site followed by subsequent application of an alternating magnetic 

field (AMF), thereby generating heat at the tumour site. 

 It can efficiently act against deep-seated inaccessible solid tumours like glioblastoma 

and is highly thermo-sensitive towards normal cells with minimal toxicity against healthy 

counterparts. 

 Scientists are on the lookout for new materials which can make this treatment more 

efficient. 

Nano Medicine for Visceral Leishmaniasis 

 Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL) is also called as Kala- Azar is one of the most neglected 

tropical diseases. 

 It is characterized by irregular bouts of fever, substantial weight loss, swelling of the 

spleen and liver, and anaemia (which may be serious). 

 If the disease is not treated, the fatality rate in developing countries can be as high as 

100% within 2 years. 

 Around 95% of which is reported from Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Ethiopia, India, Kenya, 

Nepal, Somalia, South Sudan, and Sudan. 

 Scientists from the Institute of Nano Science & Technology (INST), have developed an 

oral Nano medicine, for combating Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL). 

 The Oral Nano medicine has been developed with the help of surface-modified solid 

lipid nanoparticles based combinational cargo system. 

 The oral therapeutics could help in the control and elimination of VL. 
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GoI: 21 Centres of Excellence to be launched to incubate new technologies 

The State-Owned Technology Parks in India (STPI) are to have the largest ecosystem to 

incubate new technologies. This is to be achieved by setting up 21 Centres of Excellence in 

these parks. 

India has centres of excellence (CoE) for Internet of Things, electric vehicles, block chain, 

animation and gaming, etc. The Government of India has already launched 12 CoEs. Of this, 

three are dedicated to agriculture. Apart from agriculture, the CoE will focus on forestry and 

fisheries. This is because agriculture, forestry and fisheries contribute to 17% of India’s GDP. 

India is the second largest producer of farm products in the world. It still needs to grow up in 

supply chain. 

STPI centres 

As of March 2020, there were 60 STPI Centres or sub centres in the country. They are 

operational in Tier-II and Tier-III cities. 

The STPI was set up as an autonomous body in 1991 under the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology. The main objective of STPI is to promote software exports in the 

country. The services rendered by STPI are data communication services, statutory services, 

training and value-added services. 

The STPI play as crucial role in software exports with a special focus on SMEs and start up units. 

Schemes under STPI 

The STPI has been implementing Software Technology Park Scheme and Electronics Hardware 

Technology Park Scheme to promote IT industry. The schemes focus largely on software 

industry and start up growth without locational constraints. 



MYUPSC.COM 

Rental Waiver 

In April 2020, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology provided rental waiver to 

Information Technology Units operating in Software Technology Parks of India. The waiver was 

provided in the light of current COVID-19 crisis. 

Centres of Excellence 

The Centre of Excellence is a place that provides research, leadership, support and training. 

In January 2020, Centre of Excellence in Block Chain Technology was launched in Bengaluru. It 

was set up by National Informatics Centre. These centres are important to keep India at the 

pace of global technological advancements. 

 

 

 

India-Nepal agree to hasten India-aided Development Projects 

On August 17, 2020, India and Nepal agreed to speed up India-aided Development Projects. 

This is being done amidst China’s continuous efforts by China to draw Kathmandu into its 

sphere of influence by providing infrastructure projects and loans at low rates. 

The discussions were held between Indian Ambassador to Nepal, Vinay Kwatra and his 

Nepalese counter part Shanker Das Bairagi. Also, the Indian and Nepalese prime ministers held 

a short discussion while the latter telephoned the former to wish him on India’s 

74th Independence Day. 

The discussions were the eighth round of talks under the India-Nepal Oversight Mechanism. 

About the discussions 

The leaders discussed about the progress of development projects in the last one year. This 

included reconstruction of earthquake damaged houses in the districts of Gorkha, Nuwakot, 

operationalization of cross border petroleum pipeline (Motihari-Amlekhgunj), High Impact 

Community Development Projects, Integrated Check Post at Biratnagar. 
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The meeting also discussed about the Pancheshwar Multipurpose project, construction of 

Nepal Police Academy, power and transmission line construction project, Ramayana circuit for 

tourism, motorable bridges over Mahakali river. 

The representatives of the countries also discussed road construction in Nepal’s Terai region, 

Arun III hydropower project, cross border railway connectivity and petroleum product 

pipelines. 

India-Nepal Oversight Mechanism 

It was set up in 2016 when PM Modi visited Nepal. 

Background 

The relations between India and Nepal strained in 2015-16 due to new constitution of Nepal. 

This was because the new constitution did not provide with the same political rights to 

Madhesis. Tharus and Janjatis. 

China-Nepal 

China has broadened its ties with Nepal lately. It promised a trans-Himalayan railroad link and 

also increased its air connectivity with Nepal. Also, China waived financial assistance of 500 

million USD to Nepal. All these measures were announced when the Chinese President Xi Jing 

Ping visited Nepal in October 2019. 

President Xi visited Nepal after his Informal Summit with PM Modi at Mahabalipuram, Chennai. 

 

 

Turkey discovers Natural Gas reserves in Black Sea 

On August 21, 2020, the Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced the discovery of 

large natural gas reserves in the Black Sea coast. According to the announcement made by 

the President, 320 billion cubic metres of natural gas has been discovered. 

Turkey is to start using the discovered natural gas by 2023. Though the discovery made is 

significant to Turkey, it is smaller as compared to the discoveries made in the eastern 

Mediterranean. 
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The discovery has come up in the middle of tensions between NATO allies Greece and Turkey 

are running high in disputed waters in eastern Mediterranean. 

Turkey is highly dependent on Russia, Iran and Iraq for its energy resources. In 2019, the Turkish 

energy imports from these countries were 41 billion USD. Thus, the discovery of oil exploration 

will help to reduce its imports. 

What is Greece-Turkish Conflict? 

Currently, the major conflict between the countries is over gas. Recently, Turkey was drilling in 

the Turkish-occupied regions of Cyprus. The occupation of Turkey is not recognised by 

international community. Now, turkey claims exploitation rights in the region. Greece counters 

the claim as the drilling regions comes under Greece inhabited exclusive economic zones. 

According to UNCLOS, exclusive economic zone extends to 200-miles. Turkey is not a part of 

UNCLOS. 

Natural Gas in India 

The domestic natural gas in India is supplied from oil and gas fields in south eastern and 

western areas of Mumbai. It is also found in North Eastern region (Tripura and Assam). 

However, India imports 45% of its natural gas. 

National Seismic Programme 

The programme was launched in 2016 to trace hydrocarbon resources such as oil and natural 

gas. 

National Gas Grid 

The GoI has plans to develop a National Gas Grid. So far, 16,788 km of natural gas pipeline is 

operational. Around 14,239 km is being developed. The National Gas Grid will provide access to 

clean and green fuel throughout the country. It will connect major demand centres and will 

ensure availability of gas to consumers. 
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International Solar Alliance to hold World Solar Technology Summit for the first time 

The International Solar Alliance will hold World Solar Technology Summit for the first time on 

September 8, 2020. The summit aims to bring the world scientists and engineers together to 

address the challenges to make energy affordable. 

With alliance being launched very recently, one and a half years back, it is already 

implementing projects that are worth 1.4 billion USD. It is expected that the World Solar Bank is 

to be placed in the ISA Assembly during the summit.  The bank would be of the size of 15 billion 

USD in next five years. 

The summit will showcase next generation solar technologies. 

Solar Power in India 

According to the Central Electricity Authority, the solar power generation in India stood at 35 

GW by July 2020. India has set an ambitious target of achieving 100 GW of solar power by 2022. 

International Solar Alliance 

It is an alliance of 121 countries that works to tap benefits of solar power and promote clean 

energy applications. It was initiated by India. The countries between Tropic of Cancer and 

Tropic of Capricorn are the main members of the alliance. The other countries can enjoy the 

benefits from the alliance, however, cannot vote. 

The ISA works on the following objectives 

 Health of the planet 

 Equity of access to energy across the planet 

Key features of ISA 

ISA is separate from United Nations. However, it was proposed at the Paris Climate Change 

conference held  in 2015. The GOI has allocated 5 acres of land to construct the headquarters 

of ISA in Gurugram. Also, a sum of Rs 160 crores has been released to meet day to day recurring 

expenditure and building infrastructure by 2022. 
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Assembly 

The first ISA assembly was held in 2018. The ISA has outreached international organizations 

such as Multilateral Development Banks, United Nations, Development Finance Institutions, 

etc. 

 

 

SWASTHYA Portal and ALEKH e-newsletter launched by Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

On August 17, 2020, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs launched Tribal Health and Nutrition portal 

called “SWASTHYA”. Also, the ministry launched the “ALEKH” e-newsletter on health and 

nutrition. 

The portal is first of its kind. It provides information related to health and nutrition of tribal 

population in India. It will also act as an integrated source of information about research 

studies, innovative practices, case studies and best practices that were collected from different 

parts of the country. 

The “Piramal Swasthya” is to act as the Centre of Excellence for Knowledge Management for 

Health hand Nutrition. The centre will constantly engage with the Ministry of Tribal and provide 

valid information. This will help in policy making and decision processes. 

The Government of India has launched other initiatives as well to improve the lives of tribal in 

the country. GOAL was launched in partnership with Facebook 

GOAL 

GOAL is Going Online as Leaders. The programme aims to mentor 5000 tribal youths in the 

country and enable them to become young leaders in their communities. 

The initiative is being implemented by Ministry of Tribal Affairs along with Facebook and Niti 

Aayog. It was launched in October 2019. 

The project also aims to close the gender gap. And hence It is committed to enrol more women. 

It will also work in bringing up leadership qualities in tribal women. 
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ALEKH E-Newsletter 

The E-Newsletter is to be released on quarterly basis. It is to showcase the works of different 

stakeholders involved in improving health and nutrition of tribal. This will help to learn from 

each other’s successes and also from failures. 

Background 

The tribal population in India according to Census 2011 is 104 million. Most of the tribal are 

living in Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands, Maharashtra and also in North Eastern states. 

 

 

 

Defence Minister approves proposal to expand NCC in 173 border areas and coastal districts 

On August 16, 2020, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh approved a major Expansion Scheme. 

Under the scheme, the National Cadet Corps (NCC) is to be expanded to 173 border areas and 

coastal districts. Around 100,000 new cadets are to be inducted. 

Highlights 

With the deployment of NCC, the border areas are to get trained manpower for disaster 

management. Also, the youth in the area will get skill trainings to make their career in armed 

forces. Under the Expansion Scheme, the NCC programme is to be introduced in more than 

1,000 schools and colleges located in the border areas. One-third of the deployed NCC 

personnel are to be girls. 

In order provide training, around 83 units are to be upgraded. The expansion of NCC is to be 

implemented by the State Government. The NCC is a youth development movement managed 

armed forces. 

Background 

During his address at the 74th Independence Day celebration, PM Modi announced that around 

1 lakh NCC cadets from bordering areas are to extended for the youths in the region. 
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National Cadet Corps (NCC) 

It is the youth wing of the armed forces. The headquarters of NCC is located in New Delhi. It is a 

tri-service organization that comprises of army, navy and air force. Under NCC, the youths of 

the country are provided basic military training in parades and small arms. However, there is no 

liability for active military service after course completion. 

Motto of NCC is 

Motto: Unity and Discipline 

NCC Girls Division 

This was raised in 1948 to give equal opportunities to school and college girls. 

Significance 

The NCC cadets also participate in war. During Bangladeshi-Pakistani war of 1971 and Indo-

Pakistani war of 1965, NCC cadets were the second line of defence. During the war, the cadets 

organized camps to assist ordnance factories and also supplied arms and ammunition that were 

used to capture enemy paratroopers. 

 

 

 

USFDA clears simple Saliva test called “SALIVA DIRECT” to detect COVID-19 

On August 16, 2020, the United States Food and Drugs Administration authorised the 

emergency use of saliva based diagnostic test for COVID-19. This is to be a game changer as it 

provides the results rapidly. The testing method has been named “SALIVA DIRECT” 

Highlights 

Saliva Direct testing method is simpler and is less expensive as compared to traditional method 

called the Nasopharyngeal swabbing. The test method is to be used to test players and staffs in 

National Basketball Association. 

The main factor that makes this particular approval of USFDA different is that the method has 

been validated with instruments and reagents from multiple vendors. 
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About Saliva Testing 

The testing is performed from a spit sample of individuals. The traditional PCR is then 

performed on the saliva sample. It pairs well with LAMP (Loop Mediated Isothermal 

Amplification) that was used to detect outbreaks of Zika and Ebola in poor countries. 

When can Saliva Testing used? 

Saliva testing can be used in the following cases 

 In places that have limited staff to collect swabs 

 In places where high number of tests are required 

 In places where the Personal Protective Equipment and swabs are short of supply 

 In places where children and other people for whom nasal swab is difficult. 

Success Rate of Saliva Testing 

The detection of COVID-19 from saliva is less sensitive as compared to that of nasal swabs. Of 

the 39 people that tested positive through nasal swab, 87% tested positive on saliva. 

LAMP Testing 

The LAMP Testing is deployed in poor countries as it requires less equipment and power than 

that of the PCR. It can also be used to COVID-19. 

LAMP as Testing tool for COVID-19 in India 

The Indian scientists have discovered N1 STOP LAMP tests to diagnose COVID-19. It helps to 

fast track COVID-19 testing. It gives test results in 20 minutes. The test is performed by a small 

portable machine that can detect COVID-19 samples collected through nasal swabs. 

 

 

 

BRICS Anti-Drug Working Group held 

 

The fourth session of Anti-Drug Working Group was held virtually. All the member countries of 

the group such as India, Brazil, Russia, China and South Africa participated in the session. 
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Highlights 

The group reaffirmed their commitments towards the Anti-Drug Conventions. The meeting 

focused on misuse of technologies for drug trafficking. During the meet India stressed on the 

common points that emerged during discussions including need for real time information 

sharing. 

The drug trafficking and usage in India is high. India is taking immense measures to control drug 

usages individually and also along with international groupings. 

Anti-Drug Action Plan 2020-21 

On the occasion of International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (June 26), Anti-

Drug Action Plan for 2020-21 was launched by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

The plan includes identification of drug dependent population, awareness generation 

programme, focus on treatment facilities. The action plan includes the following 

 De-addiction facilities are to be set up in more than 272 districts. The districts are to be 

identified by Narcotics Control Bureau. The districts mostly belong to Punjab, Delhi, Haryana, 

Uttar Pradesh and the North East. 

 The plan will establish drop-in centres for addicts. It will focus on setting up of peer-led 

community-based outreach programmes. 

 Integrated Rehabilitation Centre for Addicts are to be established. 

 Drug-free India campaign is to be launched that will focus on community outreach programme. 

National Survey on Extent and Pattern of Substance Use 

The survey was conducted by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment in 2018. The anti-

Drug Action plan 2020-21 was framed based on this survey. The following are the key features 

of the survey 

 Around 850,000 Indians are using drug injections. OF this 460,000 are children 

 The use of opioids (a type of drug like that of Heroin) in India is thrice that of global average. 

BRICS Summit 

The 11th BRICS Summit was held in 2019 under the theme “Economic Growth for an Innovative 

future”. The BRICS groupings believe that there is an urgent need to strengthen World Trade 

Organization, United Nations and International Monetary fund. 



MYUPSC.COM 

 

 

 

PM Modi to inaugurate Atal Tunnel by September 2020 

On August 15, 2020, the Himachal Pradesh Chief Minsiter Jai Ram Thakur announced that Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate “Atal Tunnel” by the end of September 2020. 

Highlights 

The tunnel is being built under Rohtang Pass in the Pir Panjal range on the Leh-Manali highway. 

It is located at 3,100 metres above the sea level. The length of the tunnel is 8.8 kilo metres. The 

route is important as it feeds military supplied to the military sub sector that are located in 

Siachen Glacier and Aksai Chin. 

History 

The proposal of the tunnel dates back to 1860. It was proposed for the first time by the 

Moravian Mission. After 139 years, PM Vajpayee brought in the proposal again. In 2000, the 

tunnel construction was estimated to be 5 billion USD. In 2002, the Border Road Organization 

was entrusted to construct the tunnel. It was initially named as Rohtang tunnel. Later in 2019, 

PM Modi renamed it as Atal Tunnel. 

The tunnel will reduce distance between Manali and Leh by 46 kilo metres. 

Challenges 

There are more than 46 avalanche sites on approaches to the tunnel. The most challenging task 

in constructing the tunnel was that the excavation. The excavation of the tunnel was done from 

both ends. However, the pass closes during winters and hence the excavation was done only 

from south portal in winters. 

Keylong Railway Station 

The Keylong Railway station located on the Leh-Manali Highway was the first under tunnel 

railway station in India. 
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Rohtang Pass 

The pass connects Kullu valley and the Lahaul and Spiti Valleys of Himachal Pradesh. The pass 

lies on the watershed between Chenab and Beas rivers. 

Border Road Organization 

The BRO constructs and maintains the roads in Indian borders. It operates under the Ministry 

of  Defence and the officers working under the organization are selected through UPSC. The 

operations of BRO are spread across Bhutan, India, Tajikistan, Myanmar and Afghanistan. 

 

 

 

Taiwan purchases F-16 jets from US 

Taiwan recently signed an agreement to buy 66 of the latest F-16 jets from the US. This is 

expected to escalate the tensions between US and China further. 

Highlights 

This is the first purchase of Taiwan from the US since 1992. Though the deal was planned and 

talks were finalised a year ago, the move is likely to be denounced by Beijing. The sale of jets to 

Taiwan is to be completed by the end of 2026. 

World Health Organization 

Recently, the United States wrote to 60 nations to gather their support to include Taiwan in 

World Health Organization. This includes Britain, Canada, Germany, Thailand, Australia and 

Saudi Arabia. Till date Taiwan is not a part of W.H.O due to the pressure from China. This 

created tensions between China and US. With India taking over the chairmanship of WHO in 

2020, US is trying to bring in Taiwan. 

Background 

China claims Taiwan under its “One China” policy. Taiwan has a large trade surplus with China 

and is the top trading partner of China. Taiwan is self-governed and never formally declared 

independence from the Chinese mainland. 

However, under the one country two system formula, just like Hong Kong, Taiwan would have 

the right to run its own affairs. 
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Taiwan is a member of Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, World Trade Organization and Asian 

Development Bank. 

One-China Policy 

One China policy says that any country wishing to establish diplomatic relations with China 

should agree to the fact that there is only “One China”. Also, the country should sever all its 

formal ties with Taiwan. 

India-Taiwan 

India and Taiwan have been cooperating in various fields. India refused to endorse “One China” 

policy since 2010. 

F 16 fighter jet 

The fighter jets were approved in 1976. The US has built more than 4,600 aircrafts since the 

approval. 

 

 

Group of Ministers: E-Way Bill for Intra-State Movement of Gold 

A high-level ministerial panel of Goods and Services Tax council recently favoured e-way bill for 

intra state movement of gold. It will help track movement of gold under tax evasion and 

smuggling. 

Key Highlights 

The E-Way bill is an electronic challan that shows that tax has been completely paid before 

goods are moved from one place to another. This includes within the states and also outside 

the states. The bill is required to carry consignment of goods of value exceeding Rs 50,000. This 

can be greater for intra-state activities. 

The bill is generated from GST portal. There are two parts in the E-Way bill namely Part A and 

Part B. The Part A of the bill has invoice details. On the other hand, the Part B has vehicle details 

such as number and registration. Previously, gold was kept outside the ambit of e-way bill and 

now it has been included. Gold was placed outside as leaking of details being collected might 

cause security issues in transporting the precious stones and metals. 
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Significance 

E-Way bills have the ability to unify Indian markets. According to Road Transport and Highways 

Reports, a truck spends 20% of its time on inter-state check points. This is reduced by E-Way 

bills. The other benefits of E-Way bills are as follows 

 The E-way bill reduces the number of documents the transporter should carry. 

 It reduces the logistics costs involved. Also, it enforces proper invoicing and reduces tax 

avoidance 

 It increases speed and efficiency of transportation 

Concerns of E-Way billing system 

Though India is trying to reach internet connectivity to the remotest areas, there are still 

regions that lag internet connectivity. In these regions, E-Way billing is highly challenging as 

there are limited points where e-way bills can be generated here. Different States in India have 

different opinions in implementing E-Way billing system. There are unaddressed technological 

glitches in generating E-Way bills. 

 

 

 

India ranks first in Organic Farming 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare recently announced that India ranks first in 

Organic Farming. Also, India ranks ninth in terms of areas under Organic Farming. 

Highlights 

Sikkim was the first state in the world to become completely organic. The other states that have 

similar targets include Uttarakhand and Tripura. 

Measures by India to boost Organic Farming 

India has launched two schemes to assist farmers in adopting organic farming. Also, the Agro-

Export Policy, 2018 gave simultaneous thrusts to organic farming. The schemes are as follows 

 Mission Organic Value Chain Development for the North East Region 

 Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana 
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Organic Exports 

The main Organic Exports from India include sesame, flax seeds, soya bean, medicinal plants, 

tea, rice and pulses. These products contributed to 50% organic exports in 2018-19 touching Rs 

5151 crores. 

India is exporting its organic products to USA, UK, Italy and Swaziland. 

Logos of Organic products 

In India, the organic foods should carry logos such as 

 Logos of FSSAI 

 Jaivik Bharat 

 Participatory Guarantee Scheme Organic India 

Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana 

The scheme covers an area of about 7 lakh hectares. It brought about 16 Farmer Producer 

Organizations cultivating 80,000 hectares of land. 

The scheme is a major project under National Mission of sustainable Agriculture. Also, it is an 

elaborate component of Soil Health Management. 

Under the scheme, organic farming is promoted by adoption of organic village through cluster 

approach. Over 50 and more farmers will form clusters with 50-acres of land and take up 

organic farming. The aim is to produce pesticide residue free produce and contribute towards 

improving health of the consumer. 

Other Key Measures 

 Under One District One Produce concept GoI is trying to develop more clusters of organic 

produce 

 Jaivik Kheti Portal was launched. Here farmers shall sell all of their organic produce promoting 

organic farming globally. 

 Webinars are conducted by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) on Organic 

Farming. 
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Budget Allocation for Organic Farming 

The 2020-21 Budget reduced the incentives being provided to chemical fertilizers in order to 

promote organic farming. The 2020-21 Budget allocated the following for the schemes related 

to organic farming 

 National Project on Organic Farming: 12.5 crores 

 Organic Value Chain Development for North East Region: 175 crores 

 Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana: 500 crores. 

On the whole, the Budget 2020-21 allocated Rs 687.5 crores for organic farming. 

 

 

 

What is Atal Innovation Mission Artificial Intelligence Step Up Module? 

The NITI Aayog, Atal Innovation Mission along with the collaboration of NASSCOM launched the 

“ATL AI Step up Module”. It was launched on the eve of independence-day. The module is to 

drive AI education and innovation to next levels in schools all over India. 

Highlights 

The module is considered as the successor of AI Base module that was launched in February 

2020. The AI step up module provides “Learn it yourself” modules for those who wish to 

expand their knowledge base after learning the basics of Artificial Intelligence. Also, there is no 

background is required to learn the module. 

The Step Up Module introduces concepts of Artificial Intelligence to students using interactive 

tools and keep their attention undivided. 

Background 

India needs to harness its potential to create an innovation-led growth in order to become a 5-

trillion USD economy. With this objective, NITI Aayog is setting up Atal Tinkering Labs at school 

levels. These labs focus on Artificial Intelligence, Computational thinking, Internet of Things, 

advanced robotics, design thinking. It is important to focus more towards Artificial Intelligence 

as it is the driver of fourth industrial revolution. 
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National Education Policy, 2020 

The National Education Policy points out that around 5 crore children are currently in 

elementary schools and do not have foundational skills. Children from poor families are facing 

lack of health care and nutrition on one side and absence of supportive learning environment 

on the other side. With digital education growing at faster rate, these modules can help reach 

advanced technologies to the unreachable poor children living in the rural. 

Atal Innovation Mission 

The Mission has two main functions. It includes promotion of entrepreneurship through self 

employment and talent utilisation under which innovators are to be supported to become 

successful entrepreneurs. Also, the mission provides a platform to generate innovative ideas. 

The mission aims to set up Atal Tinkering Labs. The labs engage students and teachers to 

identify problems in and around their society and create innovative solutions. 

 

 

M S Dhoni, Suresh Raina retire from International Cricket 

Indian Cricket players M S Dhoni and Suresh Raina announced their retirement from 

International Cricket. This means that they shall still play for games conducted within India. 

About M S Dhoni 

M S Dhoni is 39-year old and was a world cup winning captain. He announced his retirement 

through an Instagram post. He last played for the Indian cricket team during India’s 2019 ICC 

World Cup semi-final against New Zealand. 

He was awarded with Padma Bhushan in 2018, Padma Shri in 2009 and Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 

in 2007-08. Under his captainship, India won the 2011 World Cup. 

M S Dhoni was the first player to win ODI Player of the year award twice once in 2008 and 

2009. Indian Army conferred with honorary rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 2011. He is the 

second Indian cricketer to receive the honour after Kapil Dev. It is to be noted that under the 

captainship of Kapil Dev India won the 1983 World Cup. 

M S Dhoni was also awarded with the ICC ODI Player of the year in 2008 and 2009. He also 

received the ICC World ODI XI. In 2011, he was conferred with Castrol Indian Cricketer of the 
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year. In 2006, he was awarded with MTV Youth Icon of the year. In 2013, he received LG 

People’s Choice Award. In 2011, he received the Honorary doctorate degree by De Montfort 

University. 

Suresh Raina 

He was the first batsman in the world and the first Indian to hit T20 century. He was the part of 

the Indian team winning 2011 world cup. He was the first Indian player and second in the world 

after Chris Gayle to hit 100 sixes in IPL. 

When can a Cricketer retire from game? 

There is no age limit for a cricketer to retire from the game. They are selected based on their 

fitness and their ability to playing conditions. They can retire from the game at their will. 

 

 

 

PM Modi launches Project Lion, Project Dolphin during I-Day celebrations 

On August 15, 2020, PM Modi launched Project Lion and Project Dolphin during his speech at 

the 74th Independence Day celebrations. 

Highlights 

Project Lion is to involve conservation of Asiatic Lions. It will focus on habitat development by 

engaging modern technologies. Also, the project is to address Human-Wildlife conflict. It will 

involve local communities living closer to lion landscapes. The Project will also provide 

livelihood opportunities to these people. 

Project Lion is to focus on health management of lions and provide world standard care to the 

lions. It is to be noted that around 92 lions died in Gir in January 2020. In 2018, around 59 lions 

died due to Canine Distemper Virus (CDV) outbreak in the sanctuary. 

Project Lion will enhance finances and duration that are already being allocated by GoI. This is 

because, there are projects that are already running to conserve the species. Therefore, the 

enhancement. 
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Asiatic Lion Conservation Project 

It was launched during the first term of the current NDA Government. The Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change had approved the project for three years 2018-21. A 

budget of Rs 97.85 crores was allocated. 

Project Dolphin 

Project Dolphin was launched to conserve and protect the Dolphins in the rivers and oceans in 

the country. The project will conserve dolphins in aquatic habitat using modern technology 

especially in anti-poaching activities. 

The project is to involve fishermen and other set of population that are dependent on rivers 

and oceans for their livelihood. 

The Project is to primarily focus on Gangetic Dolphins. The Gangetic Dolphins were declared as 

National Aquatic Animal in 2010. The project is to work under several ministries such as 

Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer Welfare, Ministry of Shipping, Ministry 

of Fisheries, Shipping, Animal Husbandry, Ministry of Power, Ministry of Rural Development. 

There are around 3,700 Gangetic Dolphins in India. They are considered as ideal ecological 

indicators of healthy riverine eco system. 

Protection Status 

The Gangetic Dolphins have been declared ‘Endangered’ under IUCN Red List of Endangered 

Species. It has been listed under CITES Appendix-1. 

The Gangetic Dolphins have been classified under Schedule-1 of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

The Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary is the only sanctuary for the Gangetic Dolphins in 

the country. 

Asiatic Lion Reintroduction Project 

It is an initiative of Indian Government to safeguard Asiatic Lions from extinction. Under the 

project, the Asiatic Lions are to be introduced in Kuno Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh. 

Ths is because, the last Asiatic Lion population found in Gir National Park of Guajrat are facing 

threats due to anthropogenic factors, epidemics and natural disasters. 
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Naga Independence Day celebrated in Nagaland and Manipur 

On August 14, 2020, the 74th Naga Independence Day was celebrated in the states of Nagaland 

and Manipur. 

Highlights 

In Nagaland, the day was celebrated by the students by hoisting Naga National Flag. Nagaland 

became a state in 1963. However, a section of Naga leaders are continuing the movement 

claiming for sovereignty. 

Nagaland Statehood Day 

Nagaland celebrates its Statehood Day on December 1. The state was carved out of Assam in 

1963 as the 16th state of the country. 

History 

When India became independent from the British rule, the Nagas under the Naga National 

Council wished to remain free. It conducted a Plebiscite in 1951 where 99.9% voted for Naga 

independence. With this, the Nagas did not take part in the first and second general elections 

that were held in 1952 and 1957 respectively. 

According to the Nagas, the Bordoloi and Hydari Agreements were not implemented. 

Hydari Agreement 

It was a nine-point agreement that was signed in Kohima in June 1947. Sir Akbar Hydari was the 

then Governor of Assam. The agreement was signed between him and the Nagas. According to 

the agreement, the following were agreed 

 Judiciary: The civil or criminal cases arising in the region of Naga Hills are to be disposed by 

Naga Courts 

 Executive: Agriculture, CWD, Education and Forest are to be taken over by a District Officer 

being appointed as a representative as NAgas 

 Legislative: No laws shall be passed by the Central Legislature that will affect the terms of the 

agreement 
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 The Land shall not be alienated without the consent of Naga Council 

 Naga Council is responsible for imposition, collection and expenditure of land revenue 

 Boundaries: All the forests were transferred under the control of Naga Hills district Council 

Administration 

 The Deputy Commissioner is to act under the provisions of the Arms Act 

 The Chin Hills shall remain in force 

 The agreement was signed for a period of 10 years. 

 

 

 

PM Modi launches Optic Fibre Link connecting Lakshadweep Islands with the mainland 

On August 15, 2020, PM Modi announced the Optic Fibre Linking of Lakshadweep Islands with 

the mainland during his address at the 74th celebrations of Independence Day. 

Highlights 

The undersea Optical Fibre Cable link to be established between Lakshadweep and the 

mainland is second in the country. The first of its kind was established between Chennai and 

Port Blair. 

The Lakshadweep Undersea project is to be completed in 1,000 days. It will help to boost 

communication between India and Lakshadweep. The Department of Telecommunications is to 

implement the project. The cable will boost internet speed up to 400 Giga Bytes per second. 

Also, it will boost 4G mobile services and digital services such as e-governance, tele-education, 

tourism, tele-health in the islands. 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

The Chennai-Port Blair Optic Fibre Link is to be implemented at a cost of Rs 1,224 crores in the 

Andaman Islands. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are important to mount pressure on China. 

This is especially important at the current situation as India-China border issues are becoming 

bitter. India expects China to make similar move in the Indian Ocean Region as made in the 

Ladakh border. Therefore, it is preparing itself to counter Chinese moves. This is being done by 

strengthening Defence Systems in the islands by providing high speed network connenctivity. 
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The strategic location of Andaman Islands makes it important for India to secure its maritime 

borders. It sits at the mouth of Malacca Strait, one of the busiest trade routes. This is the main 

reason for India to set up its tri-service command in the Andamans in 2001. 

Lakshadweep 

Just like Andaman, the Lakshadweep also has its strategic importance. As India is expanding its 

maritime horizons in both western and eastern sides of Indian Ocean, the island has received 

increased attention. Also, with the new naval base Karwar (on the west coast of India), the 

islands are to be used to strengthen India’s command in the western Indian Ocean. 

Though Lakshadweep falls under the southern Naval Command, Kochi it is to closely work with 

Karwar Naval Base. 

Karwar Naval base is located in the state of Karnataka, very close to the border of Goa. River 

Kali flows close by to the base. 

 

 

 

Arunachal Pradesh Government forms panel to discuss autonomous regions in the state 

On August 14, 2020 the Arunachal Pradesh Government formed a committee under the 

chairmanship of Deputy Chief Minister Chowna Mein to discuss possible solutions of the Patkai 

Autonomous Council and Mon autonomous Region. 

What is the issue? 

the regions under the Autonomous councils of Arunachal Pradesh are currently under the Fifth 

Schedule of Indian Constitution. This does not provide special rights for the indigenous 

communities as that of the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. The autonomous councils 

in the sates are demanding to include Arunachal under the sixth schedule, to make the 

Arunachalees the owners of Natural resources rather than being protectors. Also, the Sixth 

Schedule will enable legitimate ownership making the indigenous communities self sufficient. 
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Sixth Schedule 

The Sixth Schedule includes 10 autonomous district councils in 4 north eastern states. They are 

Assam, Mizoram, Meghalaya and Tripura. It seeks to safeguard the rights of the tribal 

population by forming Autonomous District Councils. 

The Article 244 and Article 275 provide these special provisions. 

Bordoloi Committee 

The Committee was formed by the Constituent Assembly. It was formulated to provide limited 

autonomy to the tribal regions in the North-East. It was this committee that framed the 

concept of Autonomous Administration Councils in India. 

Autonomous Councils 

There are 10 autonomous councils in the North East and 2 in Ladakh. They are as follows 

 Meghalaya: Khasi Hills Autonomous Council, Jaintia Hills Autonomous Council and Garo Hills 

Autonomous Council 

 Mizoram: Chakma Autonomous Council, Mara Autonomous Council, Lai Autonmous Council 

 Tripura: Tripura Tribal Areas Autonmous Council 

 Assam: Bodoland Territorial Council, Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council and Dima Hasao 

Autonomous Council 

 Ladakh: Kargil and Leh 

Governor Powers 

The Governors can organize and re-organize the autonomous districts. He can increase or 

decrease the areas under the administration of the autonomous councils. 

Powers of the Autonomous Councils 

These Autonomous Councils can make laws on land management, forest management, 

formation of village council, public health and sanitation, marriage, social customs, mining, 

money lending, inheritance of property, village and town level policing. 



MYUPSC.COM 

 

 

 

India sends Humanitarian aid to Lebanon to assist Beirut Explosion Victims 

The Government of India has sent 58 tonnes of emergency humanitarian aid to the people 

affected by Beirut Explosion in Lebanon. This includes Personal Protective Equipment, surgical 

gowns, surgical gloves as well. 

Highlights 

India dispatched the aid through C-17 heavy lift aircrafts. It included wheat flour, pulses, sugar, 

blankets, sleeping mats, dignity kits, medical supplies, etc. 

Beirut Explosion 

On August 4, 2020, 3,000 tonnes of stored Ammonium Nitrate exploded killing 170 people and 

injuring 6,000. According to the World Bank, around 5,000 residentials were damaged due to 

the blast and has estimated the total damage to be 10-15 billion USD. 

Lebanon PM resigned 

Following the explosion, there were outrageous protests in the country due to which the 

Lebanese PM Hassan Diab resigned. Lebanon has a power-sharing government structure. The 

power-sharing is based on religion. This includes three major religions namely Sunni Muslim, 

Christian and Shiite Muslim. 

Recent Protests in Lebanon 

The 2019-20 protests of Lebanon are locally known as October Revolution. The protests were 

due to imposition of taxes on tobacco, gasoline and VOIP calls on applications such as 

WhatsApp. Also, the protests condemned sectarian rule, unemployment and stagnant 

economy. The unemployment in the country reached to 46%. 

The 2019-20 protests of Lebanon also condemned the failure of the Government to provide 

basic services such as water, electricity and sanitation. 

The protests also condemned the designation of Hassan Diab as the PM. He was appointed with 

the support of Hezbollah and the Free Patriotic Movement in the country. 
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International Help 

The United Nations World Food Programme has promised to provide 50,000 tonnes of wheat 

flour to Lebanon. The world leaders have pledged more than 300 million USD support for the 

Lebanese people. 

Lebanon is the third most indebted country in the world following Japan and Greece. It is under 

talks with the International Monetary Fund to receive loan of 10 billion USD to rescue its 

economy. 

India is the 21st most indebted country in the world. 

 

 

 

National Digital Health Mission launched 

On August 15, 2020, PM Modi launched the National Digital Health Mission during his address 

at the 74th Independence Day celebrations. 

Highlights 

Under the mission, every Indian is to get a Health ID card. The ID card will contain all relevant 

information about the person’s past medical condition, treatment and diagnosis. The mission is 

completely technology based. 

The mission aims to improve the efficiency, effectiveness and transparency of health care in 

India. It is to operate under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana or Ayushman Bharat. 

Features 

 The citizens holding the cards shall allow one-time access to the doctors and health care 

providers during their visit to the hospitals 

 The permission to access confidential medical data is to be provided for every visit by the 

patient himself. By this, the privacy of the patient is maintained. The control of access to the 

digital records is completely in the hands of the patient. The doctors can access the medical 

record every time only at the will of the patients. 

 The Mission allows patients to access health services remotely. It also features Tele-

consultation and E-Pharmacies. 
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About the Health ID card 

The details of the prescription is to be logged in the health ID card provided under the scheme. 

It will also contain results of tests conducted, reports, advised medication, etc. The ID is to hold 

information about every single test conducted, diagnosis, treatment and medicines. 

Ayushman Bharat 

The programme was launched in 2018 to address health issues at primary, secondary and 

tertiary levels. There are two main components of the scheme. They are Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Arogya Yojana that was called the National Health Protection Scheme earlier and Health and 

Wellness Centres. 

It is the largest Government funded health care programme in the world. It is also called 

Modicare. 

Background 

It is important for GoI to provide so much importance to the health sector for the following 

reasons 

 Around 86% of rural households do not have access to health care insurance 

 Around 17% of the India’s population are spending one-tenth of their household budget in 

availing health services. 

 Only 19% of urban and 24% of rural households meet their health care financial needs. 

 

 

 

Central Water Commission and Google launch Flood forecasting Initiative 

The Central Water Commission along with Google has launched flood forecasting initiative. 

Under the initiative, numerous alerts can be sent to the public regarding flood situation in the 

region. Also, people can learn about current water level in the flood affected regions in the 

country. 



MYUPSC.COM 

Highlights 

Google is already sending public alerts to people affected by floods in the country. With the 

new initiative, people can now use Google Search to enter a query and seek key information 

about the current situation of water level in the flood affected area. 

Background 

This monsoon has brought long flood situation in many states such as UP, Bihar, and Assam. 

The water level has risen in regions near water bodies putting hundreds of thousands of people 

at risk. The initiative is being brought in at right situation. The flood alerts in India are issued by 

the Central Water Commission. 

Now, with the initiative, any user with an Android phone can receive alerts. Google is currently 

issuing these alerts in Hindi, English and Bengali. 

About the Initiative 

Google is offering colour-coded maps indicating flooded areas. Zooming the map will give 

better understanding about the current water level in these regions. 

In order to avail the initiative, the user has to search for “flooding” followed by the name of the 

affected region on Google maps. 

Central Water Commission 

The CWC was established in 1945. It operates under Ministry of Jal Shakti. The following are the 

main functions of the commission 

 To manage and control floods 

 To check on the financial feasibility and economic viability of different irrigation projects int eh 

country 

 To collect, compile and publish analyzed Hydrological data in the country. 

 To construct, develop, examine and implement schemes framed by GoI 

 Technical Appraisal of irrigation projects 

 To gather data about rainfall, temperature, runoff, etc. 

The CWC is divided into three wings namely River Management Wing, Water Planning and 

Projects Wing and Design and Research Wing. 
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Currently, the CWC is implementing the Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project that is to 

rehabilitate 225 dams in the country. The financial assistance to the project is provided by the 

World Bank. 

Dams in India 

Most of the dams in India are maintained by the State Government. However, there are few 

organizations such as Bhakra Beas Management Board, National Hydro Electric Power 

Corporation and Damodar Valley Corporation that operate dams. 

 

 

 

SRIJAN: Online Portal launched to promote Indigenisation of Defence Production 

On August 14, 2020, the Defence Minister Raj Nath Singh launched “SRIJAN”, an online portal to 

promote indigenization of Defence production. 

Highlights 

The portal is to display those items that are currently being imported by Indian Defence 

Industry. This will help domestic industries of the country to learn and focus more on these 

specific items. The GoI is also providing high incentives and flagship programmes to boost the 

design, development and manufacturing of these items. 

Hence, the portal will ultimately help the Indian Defence Industries benefit extensively by 

manufacturing these items. This will in turn reduce India’s Defence imports and will boost 

indigenization of Defence production. 

About SRIJAN 

The Defence Public Sector Units and the Ordnance Factory Board shall display items that are 

being imported on the portal. 

Other Highlights 

The Defence Ministry also signed two Memorandum of Understandings with IITs and Defence 

Public Sector Undertakings. The plan is to equip India using its own technologies rather than 

importing or relying from other countries. This is to be achieved through joint ventures. 
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In line with this plan the following agreements were signed 

 The Goa Shipyard Limited during the launch of the portal, signed an MoU with Indian Institute 

of Technology, Goa to cooperate on areas such as Artificial Intelligence, computational field 

dynamics and Internet of Things. 

 The BEML and IIT Kanpur signed an MoU to develop Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. 

 The Mazagaon Dock Shipbuilders Limited signed MoU with the Medha Servo Drives Private 

Limited for “Indigenous Overhauling of SSK Class Submarines”. 

Atma Nirbhar Bharat Saptah 

It is the week long Atma Nirbhar Bharat celebrations. During the celebrations, several new 

facilities were launched, MoUs were signed, Expression of Interests (EOI) were issued. They 

include the following 

 The HAL issued an EOI to manufacture 46 items that are of worth of Rs 100 crores. 

 The BEL issued EOI for indigenization of five items that are worth of Rs 31 crores. 

 The BDL issued EOI for 11 items that are worth of Rs 15 crores. 

 

 

 

Israel successfully test fires advanced Missile Defence System 

On august 13, 2020, Israel successfully tested the advanced missile defence system Arrow-2. 

The missile was developed to defend against the short- and mid- range rockets that are fired 

from Lebanon and Gaza and also long-range missiles fired from Iran. 

Highlights 

In 2019, USA and Israel jointly test fired Arrow-3 successfully in Alaska. This system was 

developed by Israel Aerospace Industries and US Aviation giant Boeing. It became operational 

in 2017. 

On the other hand, Arrow-2 was recently deployed ti counter Syrian missiles. 

India and Arrow Missiles 

The Arrow Missiles were developed under complete support of USA. Apart from Israel, no 

country has purchased the complete Arrow system from the US. The Indian Government had 
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sought to purchase Arrow missiles from Israel in 1999. However, the United States vetoed the 

request citing MTCR (Missile Technology Control Regime). 

Missile Technology Control Regime 

It is a multilateral Export Control Regime. India is also a part of the regime. It was formed in 

1987 by G7 industrialised countries. It limits the risks of proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction. It mainly focuses on rockets and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. 

Israel-Lebanon Conflict 

The conflict involves a series of military clashes between Israel, Syria and Lebanon. It also 

involves various militias acting from within Lebanon. The conflicts peaked during the Lebanese 

Civil war. The 2006 Lebanon War was fought between Israel and Hezobollah. The conflict 

started when the Hezoballah fighters fired rockets in the Israeli border. 

Israel-Gaza Conflicts 

It is a part of the Israeli-Palestine conflicts. The conflict began after the Islamist political party 

Hamas won the election and Fatah lost in the Palestine elections in 2005-06. This escalated the 

split of Palestinian Authority into West Bank under Fatah Government and Gaza under Hamas. 

After the elections, the Palestinian militia attacked Israel from Gaza. Israel on the other hand 

joined with Egypt and declared blockade on Gaza. 

 

 

India extends 1 million USD to Antigua and Barbuda to combat COVID-19 

On August 12, 2020, India extended 1 million USD to Antigua and Barbuda to combat COVID-19 

outbreak. This is aimed at improving health infrastructure in the country. 

Highlights 

India has also offered same level of assistance, that is, 1 million USD to each of Caribbean 

Community under CARICOM. CARICOM is a group of 20 developing countries in the Caribbean 

region. 
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Under the 1 million USD assistance, the countries are to be assisted with disposable impervious 

gowns, full cover goggles, ventilators, face shields, examination gloves, disposable masks, etc. 

Also, Antigua and Barbuda are to receive 10,000 Hydroxychloroquine tablets. 

India-UNDP Funds 

The proposals of Antigua and Barbuda for assistance was processed under the India-UNDP 

Funds. The funds are managed by the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation 

(UNOSSC). 

CARICOM 

CARICOM was formed in 1973. It has 15 members namely Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, 

Bahamas, Dominica, Belize, Grenada, Haiti, Guyana, Montserrat, Jamaica, St Kitts, St Vincent, 

Suriname, Grenadines, Trinidad, Tobago. The chairmanship of CARICOM is rotated every six 

months among the member countries. The CARICOM Single market aims to benefit people of 

the region by providing more and better opportunities. This is mainly in terms of buying and 

selling goods and services in order to attract investment. 

Single Market Economy means that the economies allow free movement of goods across their 

borders. Here the return on investment is faster. 

The GoI funded 1.66 million USD to the CARICOM for their information technology 

development, computer software and communication infrastructure development. 

India-CARICOM 

In 2019, PM Modi held the first India-CARICOM Summit in New York. The meeting focused on 

climate change and India’s participation in CARICOM grouping. India announced to provide 14 

million USD grant for the development projects in the region. Also, India extended 150 million 

USD of line of credit for solar energy, renewable energy and climate change related projects. 

The first India-CARICOM Conclave was held in 2009. During the conclave, investment in 

industries such as water pumps for irrigation, small scale industries, medicines were identified. 
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GoI allows sales of Electric Vehicles without BATTERIES 

On August 12, 2020, the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways announced that the Electric 

Vehicles shall be sold and registered without pre-fitted batteries. This will reduce cost of 

Electric Vehicles by 50%. 

Why is the step introduced? 

The step is being introduced by GoI as the batteries make the Electric Vehicles highly expensive 

than the combustion engines. If the cost of the batteries is delinked from that of the vehicles, 

their cost would be far less than that of the fossil-fuel powered vehicles. The batteries can then 

be sold by the manufacturer or energy service provider separately. 

Concerns 

With this step, the manufacturers now rise the question that if the EVs are sold without 

batteries how will the subsidies under the Electric Vehicle Adoption Policies be determined. GoI 

offers incentives under Electric Vehicles FAME Policy as well. 

The other major concern involved around the decision is that under Rule 126 of the Central 

Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, both electrical vehicle and the battery are required to be type-

approved by the test agencies. 

Benefits 

The GoI is trying to create an ecosystem that will accelerate the uptake of Electric Mobility in 

the country. If the step becomes a success, the batteries can just be rented or refilled at fuel 

stations just like diesel and petrol. This will help ultimately remove the obstacle of under 

developed Charging Stations Infrastructure in the country. 

Background 

It is important for India to promote the use of Electric Vehicles in the country. India has 

committed to cut Green House Gas Emission intensity by 33% to 35% by 2030 as compared to 

2005. WHO says that India is home to 14 out of 20 most polluted cities in the world. Therefore, 

it is essential for India to push for use of Electric Vehicles. 

Also, India imports 80% of its transport fuel, that is oil. EVs can help reduce this dependency. 

Promotion of EVs will also help generate employment in the country. 
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NITI Aayog: Oracle Cloud selected to transform Aspirational Districts 

On August 13, 2020, NITI Aayog announced that it has selected Oracle Corporation to 

modernise vital IT infrastructure in 112 most backward districts under its Aspirational Districts 

Programme. 

Highlights 

The selected 112 districts constitute 28% of Indian population. The Oracle Corporation will 

provide new cloud solution and will aid the District Magistrates to transform the lives of the 

citizens in these Aspirational districts and also to improve their overall performance. 

The data driven decisions are essential to identify strengths and weaknesses of the Aspirational 

Districts. They will pave way for their progress. NITI Aayog is to receive help from Oracle cloud 

Services to fast track the transformation of Aspirational Districts. This is to be achieved through 

simplified data access, real-time data governance, increased process automation. 

Aspirational Districts Programme 

The Aspirational Districts Programme is implemented by NITI Aayog. The main objective of the 

programme is to monitor real time progress of aspirational districts. It is based on 49 indicators 

from 5 thematic areas. These include Education, Health and Nutrition, Agriculture and Water 

Resources, Basic Infrastructure, Financial Inclusion and Skill Development. The broad contours 

of the programme are Convergence, Collaboration and Competition. 

 Convergence brings together the horizontal and vertical tiers of the Government 

 Collaboration enables partnerships between markets, government and civil societies 

 Competition is driven by spirit of mass movement and it fosters accountability on district 

governments. 

The Aspirational Districts Programme aims at Decentralisation of Development, Improved 

Implementation of governmental schemes and inclusive approaches. 

Background 

India is one of the leading economies in the world that envisages to become a 5 trillion USD 

economy by 2024-25. In terms of Human Development Index, India ranks 130. Human 
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Development Index is prepared by the United Nations Development Programme. Therefore, it 

is essential for India to focus on upgrading the standard of living and ease of living of its 

citizens. This is to be achieved by the Aspirational Districts Programme. 

 

 

 

SC Judgement: Women have Equal Rights on Parental Property 

On August 11, 2020, a three-judge bench headed by Justice Arun Mishra of Supreme Court 

ruled that daughters have equal rights as that of sons on parental property. They shall remain 

coparcener throughout their life. 

Highlights 

The judgement said that the daughters have equal rights in parental property as that of son. 

This includes in cases where the father died before the enactment of Hindu Succession 

(Amendment) Act, 2005. The Judgement also said that the according to Section 6 of the Hindu 

Succession Act, 1956, the status of coparcener on the daughter born before or after 

amendment in the same manner as that of the son. 

Coparcener 

The term coparcener is a person who assumes legal rights in parental property by birth only. 

According to the judgement, a daughter is a now a coparcener as well. 

Major Change 

In 2015, the Supreme Court had pronounced that the rights under the amendment of Hindu 

Succession Act, 1956 is applicable only to living daughters. However, in the recent judgement, 

the apex court pronounced that “a daughter always remains a loving daughter”. 

Hindu Succession Act, 1956 

The act codifies laws related to intestate or unwilled succession among Buddhists, Hindus, Jains 

and Sikhs. It provides a uniform and comprehensive system of inheritance and succession. It 

was amended in 2005. Under the amendment, Section 6 was inserted. 
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Background 

Till 2005, the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 was biased against women. Only after the 

amendment in the act, equal rights were awarded to daughters in their fathers’ ancestral 

property. 

Under the act, the Hindu women can inherit all types of property. This includes both movable 

and immovable property. There are two ways a woman can inherit property under the law 

 If someone leaves a property through Will. This is called Inheritance through Will 

 When there is no will, then the inheritance is achieved through Succession. 

Key points of the act 

 Daughters have same rights to inherit their mother’s property as that of their son. They inherit 

equally. 

 The rights of a widow is same as that of a married woman to acquire property 

 If a woman is divorced, she is not included under Class I heir of her husband. Class I heir of a 

Hindu male are mothers, daughters, widows and sons 

 A mother inheriting from her son does not change based on whether she is widow, remarried 

or divorced. 

 

 

 

Tribal Freedom fighters Museum developed by GoI 

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs had announced that around nine tribal fighters’ museums are to 

be established by 2022. The museums are to be dedicated to freedom fighters of tribal clans. 

Out of these nine, two are nearing completion and the rest are in different stages of progress. 

Highlights 

The largest of all the nine museums is to be built in Rajpipla in Gujarat at a cost of Rs 102.55 

crores. The rest of the museums are built in Ranchi (Jharkhand), Raipur (Chhattisgarh), 

Lambasingi (Andhra Pradesh), Kozhikode (Kerala), Hyderabad (Telangana), Chhindwara 

(Madhya Pradesh), Senapati (Manipur) and Kelsi (Mizoram). 
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The museums will involve augmented reality, 3D and 7D holographic projections. The designs of 

the museums are studied from Manav Sangrahalaya Museum in Bhopal and Virasat-e-Khalsa 

museum in Punjab. 

Background 

The museums are to be built in states where the tribals lived and struggled against British. The 

museums will depict how much they refused to bow down to the British. 

Rani Gaidinilu 

The Manipur museum is to be dedicated to Rani Gaidinilu. This museum is the second most 

expensive after Gujarat Museum 

She joined the Heraka religious movement at the age of 13. The movement later turned into 

political movement in Manipur and areas of Naga. She was considered as the incarnation of 

Goddess Cherachamdinilu within the movement. 

The Heraka movement was started by her cousin Haipou Jadonang. Rani Gaidinilu became the 

leader of Guerrila forces fighting against the British. 

The Museum is to be established in Senapati, Manipur at a cost of Rs 51.38 crores. 

Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh 

The Museum for the tribal freedom fighter Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh is to be established in 

Raipur, Chhattisgarh at a cost of Rs 25.66 crores. 

He is also called “The first Chhattisgarhi Freedom Fighter”. A cricket stadium in Raipur was 

named after him in the city of Raipur as “Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International Cricket 

Stadium” or Naya Raipur International Cricket Stadium. It is the third largest cricket stadium in 

India. Also, it is the fourth largest in the world. 

He looted grain stocks and distributed it to the poor during famine. He was executed in 

December 1857. 

Birsa Munda 

The Museum at Ranchi, Jharkhand is to be dedicated to the Tribal freedom fighter Birsa Munda. 

The museum is to be established at a cost of Rs 36.66 crores. He was from Munda tribe. He led 

the tribal religious Millenarian movement that arose in Bengal Presidency in late 19th century. 
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His portrait has found its place in the Indian Parliament museum and is the only tribal leader to 

have been so honored. He is remembered till today in the states of Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal 

and Madhya Pradesh. 

He raised his voice against the Indian Forest Act, 1882 under which ownership of all waste lands 

in villages were vested in Government. 

Shri Alluri Seetha Ram Raju 

The Museum at Lammasingri, Andhra Pradesh is to be dedicated to Shri Alluri Seetha Ram Raju. 

It is to be established at a cost of Rs 35 crores. 

He also fought against the Indian Forest Act, 1882 just like Birsa Munda. However, he was 

against the restrictions imposed by the act on free movement of tribal people in the forest. This 

prevented them from practicing their traditional shifting agriculture. He led the Rampa 

Rebellion in 1992. 

He fought for the tribal clan in East Godavari and in the regions of Madras Presidency. 

Tantya Bheel, Bheema Nayak and Khajaya Nayak 

The Museum to be built in Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh is to be dedicated to these three 

leaders. 

Tantia Bhil 

He was named a dacoit during British rule between 1978 and 1889. HE was from the Adivasi 

community. 

Bheema Nayak 

Bheema Nayak fought against the British during the 1857 revolt. He was hanged in Andaman 

prison in 1876. In 2017, Shaheed Bhima Nayak Pariyojana was launched by the Madhya Pradesh 

Government. 

Ramji Gond 

The Museum at Telangana is to be dedicated to Ramji Gond. It is to be constructed at a cost of 

Rs 18 crores. 
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India test fires first Private Upper Stage Rocket Engine 

The Aerospace Start up Skyroot Aerospace has test fired an upper stage rocket engine and has 

become the first Indian private company to demonstrate the capability of homegrown rocket 

engine. 

Highlights 

The 3D printed rocket engine was named after the Nobel Laureate Sir C V Raman. The rocket 

had fewer moving parts and weighed half of conventional rocket engines. According to the 

master minds that developed the rocket, it is capable of multiple restarts. Also, it is capable of 

inserting various satellites into multiple orbits in a single mission. 

Skyroot Aerospace 

The rocket was developed by the Skyroot firm that is headquartered at Hyderabad. The firm is 

backed by Curefit founders Mukesh Bansal and Ankit Nagori.  The Skyroot Aerospace was 

founded by former scientists of ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization). 

The firm demonstrated the first 100% 3D printed bi-propellant liquid rocket engine injector. 

This rocket had its overall mass reduced by 50% and total number of components and lead time 

reduced by 80%. 

About the mission 

The first rocket that is to be launched in lower earth orbit weighs around 250-700 kgs. It is 

expected to be launched by 2021. 

Aerospace start-ups in India 

India had recently opened its space sector to its private players such as Skyroot, Bellatrix and 

Agnikul. They are building small launchers with 3-D printed engines. This is bringing down the 

cost of satellite launching. Also, this methodology is gaining bigger pie of global small satellite 

launch market. 

The research firm Frost and Sullivan is to launch more than 10,000 small satellites globally in 

the next decade. 

Private Sector in ISRO 

In June 2020, GoI introduced a major reform in space sector by opening doors to private 

sectors. This will allow the space research organization to focus more on development 
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activities, exploration, new technologies, exploration mission and also human space flight 

programmes. 

A new Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) was created to 

provide level playing field for the private companies to use Indian space infrastructure. 

 

 

 

PM Modi to launch “Transparent Taxation-Honouring the Honest” 

On August 12, the Prime Minister Modi is to unveil a new platform called “Transparent 

Taxation-Honouring the Honest”. This was earlier announced by the Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman as “Tax Charter” in Budget 2020-21. 

The Government of India is to unveil fresh measures including big-ticket infrastructure projects 

to make local industry more competitive. This mainly focuses to reorient tax administration. 

The steps are a part of Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan and Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana. 

Highlights 

The steps are being introduced to make India self-reliant. The package has been designed based 

on inputs from global manufacturers. These sets will aim in securing jobs in urban centres. Also 

it will ease compliance and benefit tax payers greatly. 

What are the new steps? 

The new steps include proposed set of measures to focus on demand and supply. It also 

includes defence spending. The steps also focus on job creation and tax payers rights. 

In the Budget 2020-21, Tax Payer Charter was introduced. The Charter will ensure trust 

between the taxpayer and government administration. This will reduce harassment and will 

also increase respect for wealth creators. 

Tax Charter 

The taxpayer charter is to be incorporated in the Income Tax act to make sure taxpayers rights 

establish trust between tax payer and tax administrator. This is being done to avoid 

harassments. There are only three countries in the world that have enshrined rights of its 

taxpayers. They are Canada, Australia and US. 
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Tax Reforms 

The GoI has been introducing various Tax Reforms lately. These include corporate Tax rate 

reduction from 30% to 22%. The focus on tax rates were on simplification of direct tax laws. 

Also, for the new manufacturing units, the rates are cut to 15%. The GoI also brought in Direct 

Tax “Vivad Se Vishwas Act, 2020” under which declarations to settle disputes are being filed. 

 

 

 

“Elephants. Not Commodities” Report: 200 elephants in India are in inadequate conditions 

The International Animal Welfare Organization, World Animal Protection on the eve of World 

Elephant Day (August 12) released its report, “Elephants. Not Commodities”. According to the 

report, over 200 elephants in India are kept in severe inadequate conditions. 

Highlights 

The report researches on Elephant Tourism in the countries such as India, Thailand, Laos, Nepal, 

Cambodia, Sri Lanka and Malaysia. 

The Report on India 

According to the report, India is home to second-highest number of elephants used in tourism 

in Asia. There are 21 venues in India that houses 509 elephants that are used in Tourism. The 

report says that of these 509 elephants, 45% (225) are in inadequate conditions. 

The World Animal Protection is working to phase out Elephant rides in Amer fort in Jaipur. Over 

100 elephants here provide daily rides to 1000s of tourists. 

Highlights: World 

The report says that over 3,800 elephants are in captive in over 357 Asian Elephant Tourism 

sites. Thailand is home to three-quarters of these elephants. The country has seen a 70% rise in 

just 10 years of time. 

Asian Elephants 

During the Conference on Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (COP 13) that was 

held in India in February 2020, Asian Elephant, Great Indian Bustard and Bengal florican were 
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the top 10 endangered species of migratory animals that were included in UN list of protection. 

The COP 13 was held in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

The Asiatic Elephants are found in the Indian sub-continent and South East Asia. It has been 

listed endangered as its population declined by 50% in the last three generation. 

World Animal Protection 

The International Animal Protection Organization, World Animal Protection has been in 

operation for 30 years. The organization works to end animal cruelty in the world. The 

headquarters of the organization is located in London. 

The organization has launched a global appeal to ban trade of wild animals. It has appealed to 

the leaders of G20 to agree for the global ban when the G20 nations are to meet in November, 

2020. 

 

 

 

PM SVANidhi Scheme: 5 lakh loan applications from street vendors 

On August 12, 2020, the number of applications received by the Government of India under 

PM-SVANidhi Scheme crossed 5 lakhs in 41 days of its launch. The scheme was launched to 

benefit the street vendors. PM SVANidhi is PM Street Vendor’s Atma Nirbhar Nidhi. 

Highlights 

Under the scheme, the number of loans sanctioned has crossed 1 lakh. The Government aims 

to provide loans up to Rs 10,000 to the street vendors under the scheme. It was launched by 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs under Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. The scheme aims to 

facilitate loans to 50 lakh street vendors in urban, peri-urban and rural areas. 

About the scheme 

The scheme provides incentives in the form of interest subsidy at 7% per annum. The scheme 

also provides cash back up to Rs 1,200 per annum. The Micro Finance Institutions and Non-

Banking Financial Companies are engaged as lending institutions under the scheme. This has 

been done to bring banks at door steps of the nano-entrepreneurs. These banking institutions 
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are to operate in addition to private and public sector banks, scheduled commercial banks, 

cooperative banks, regional rural banks and Self-Help Group Banks. 

PM-SVANidhi Scheme 

The scheme brings relief to street vendors and has a response of more than 1.5 lakh vendors. 

The scheme was launched in June 2020. It was launched to help the street vendors so that they 

can resume their livelihoods due to COVID-19 lock down. 

Key features of the scheme 

 The scheme is to run till March 2022 

 The Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) is the technical partner to implement 

the scheme. 

 The scheme is to manage credit guarantee to lend institutions through Credit Guarantee Fund 

Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises. 

 The scheme is applicable to vendors, Thelewalas, Hawkers, Theliphadwalas who supply goods 

and services. The street vendors in the surrounding urban, peri-urban and rural areas are also 

included in the scheme. 

 

 

Lok Sabha: New French Course launched 

The Lok Sabha has launched a new French Course at beginner level for the staff and officials. 

Around 57 officials have been registered under the course. 

About the Course 

The course is being launched as its is essential to acquire knowledge of French language in the 

interconnected world. The initiative is to be implemented by the Parliamentary Research and 

Training Institute for Democracy (PRIDE). 

In future, Lok Sabha has plans to launch similar courses in German, Russian, Spanish and other 

important world languages. 
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PRIDE 

PRIDE was set up in 1976 to provide training to parliamentary staff, parliamentarians and 

others in various disciplines of parliamentary institutions. The activities of PRIDE include 

orientation programmes, round table discussions and lectures for Members of Parliament. 

French in India 

The presence of French in India began in 1673 when the French established the French East 

India Company. However, their presence in the country was minor as compared to that of 

British. 

In 2013, there were around 9,950 nationals residing in India. Majority of them live in the Union 

Territory of Puducherry. They form a minority community in the UT accounting to less than 3% 

of the population of the UT. 

Significance of Foreign language to Parliamentarians 

In the current world, it is essential for the Parliamentarians to learn as many as foreign 

languages to improve India’s ties at international levels. It is important for India to monitor 

every development, technology upgrade, defence developments, health and education 

methodologies at international level. This will help India to stay in pace and keep up its name at 

global level increasing trade and investment opportunities and grab right breakthroughs. The 

Parliamentarians can thus pave way towards economic growth and earn significant name for 

the country in the global market. Thus, it is significant for the Parliamentarians to learn as many 

foreign languages. 

 

 

Import embargo on 101 defence items 

Part of: GS Mains II and III – Govt policies and initiatives; Defence  

Context:  

 Defence Ministry to impose import embargo (ban or restrictions) on 101 items to boost 

indigenisation of defence production  

Benefits:  

 Boost indigenisation of defence production  
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 Helps India to become self-reliant in defence (#AtmanirbharBharat initiative)  

 Government intends to reach a turnover of $25 billion through indigenously manufactured 

defence products and also expects to export products worth $5 billion  

 

 

Chhattisgarh to launch “Indira Van Mitan Yojana” 

The Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel announced about the launch of “Indira Van 

Mitan Yojana” on the eve of International Day of World Indigenous People. It is an initiative to 

support forest dwellers of Chhattisgarh and achieve self-reliance. 

Highlights 

The scheme aims to benefit 19 lakh families from scheduled areas of Chhattisgarh by providing 

them with self-employment opportunities. 

Key Features of the scheme 

Under the scheme, a group of 10 to 15 youngsters are to be formed in 10,000 villages of 

Chhattisgarh. The villages are to be selected from tribal areas the state. The groups will manage 

forest based economic activities. They will establish new avenues that will help to create self-

employment for the forest dwellers. Also, the team will manage procurement, marketing and 

processing of forest produce. 

The scheme is to encourage plantation of fruit bearing trees and medicinal plants. 

The State Government of Chhattisgarh will create forest produce processing units in around 85 

development blocks in scheduled areas of the state. It is estimated that cost to develop single 

forest produce processing unit will be around Rs 10 lakhs. An amount of Rs 8.5 crores is to be 

made available to set up the processing units in the selected 85 development blocks 

Other Initiatives 

The Chhattisgarh Government has been launching several other projects in order to improve 

lives of the tribal community in the state. One such recent initiative is the Bodhghat Irrigation 

Project. The project was launched on River Indravati river to increase irrigation in the tribal 
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areas of Bastar. The rehabilitation package for the submergence of land is to be decided by the 

local tribals. 

In May 2020, the State Government of Chhattisgarh launched Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana. 

The scheme aims to encourage crop production in the state and give farmers the right price for 

their produce. 

The Adarsh Police Stations scheme launched by the State Government will convert police 

stations into Ideal Police Stations. 

 

 

Indian Armed Forces revive “Project Cheetah” 

The Indian Armed Forces have decided to revive “Project Cheetah” amidst tensions with 

China. The project was pending for a long time and the tri-services have now decided to 

revive the project under Rs 3,500 crores. 

 

 

KVIC: First Silk Training cum Production Centre in Arunachal Pradesh 

The Khadi and Village Industries Commission is to set up the first of its kind training cum 

production centre of silk in the state of Arunachal Pradesh. The centre is to be launched in 

the first week of September, 2020. 

Highlights 

The KVIC will provide machinery such as handlooms, warping drums and silk reeling machines. 

The centre is to provide training to 25 local artisans and will boost weaving activities in the 

region. 

Silk in Arunachal Pradesh 

Arunachal Pradesh is the biggest state in the North East that has vast potential for Sericulture. 

The state produces all four varieties of silk namely Mulbery, Oak Tasar, Eri and Muga. Oak Tasar 

is practiced in higher altitudes. Eri and Muga are practiced foothills areas and Mulbery is reared 

in middle altitude. 
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Silk Production in India 

India is the second largest producer of silk in the world. Of the four varieties of silks, Mulberry 

accounts to 74.51%, Eri accounts to 16.5%, Tasar to 8.5% and Muga accounts to 0.55%. India 

exports silk mainly to USA and European countries. The employment generation due to silk 

production in the country raised to 8.03 million persons in 2014-15. 

Silk Samagra 

Silk Samagra scheme is implemented by the Central Silk Board of India. Between 2017 and 

2020, the GoI allocated Rs 2,161 crores for the scheme to develop sericulture in the country. 

The four main components of the scheme are as follows 

 Seed organizations 

 Coordination and Market Development 

 Research Development, Transfer of Technology and Training and IT initiatives 

 Quality Certification Systems, Technology Upgradation and Export Brand Promotion. 

Central Silk Board 

The board is a statutory body that was established in 1948. IT works under Ministry of Textiles. 

The headquarters of the board is located in Bangalore. The main functions of the board are as 

follows 

 To promote and develop silk industry 

 To assist and encourage scientific, economic and technological research 

 To advise central government on matters relating to developing of silk industry 

 To prepare reports relating to silk industry as required by the central government from time to 

time. 
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Pathogens listed Critical by World Health Organization found in River Yamuna 

The World Health Organization, 2017 had published its first list of antibiotic resistant priority 

pathogens that pose the greatest threat to human lives. These critical group and certain 

multi-drug resistant bacteria are found in River Yamuna according to a group of researchers 

from IIT Delhi. 

Highlights 

The study conducted by the researchers says that sewage is the main source of their entry into 

the river. The researcher team studies 20 major sewer drains of the river over two seasons at 

five major locations of Delhi. 

The researchers found Beta-lactamases-Enzymes that help bacteria stay resistant to commonly 

used antibiotics. 

About the Study 

The study says that poor sewage collection and lack of sewage treatment plants and lack of 

connectivity between the drain are the main reasons for the deadly bacteria to develop in the 

river. There is a need for adequate infrastructure for sewage management in the region. 

Currently, the existing treatment plants work on organic pollutants such as nitrogen, carbon 

and phosphorous. However, there is an emerging need to upgrade the sewage treatment plants 

in the country. 

The study says that the resistance genes present in the river were β-lactamases genes and 

carbapenemadse. There are possibilities for rapid proliferation of different antibiotic resistant 

genes through horizontal gene transfer. 

WHO list of “Priority Pathogens” 

The list was published by World Health Organization in 2017. The list contains antibiotic 

resistant pathogens for which drugs are urgently needed. The list particularly highlights the 

Gram-negative bacteria that are resistant to multiple antibiotics. 

The list is divided into three categories such as high, medium and critical priority. 
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The mist critical group include multi drug resistant bacteria such as Pseudomonas, 

Acinetobacter and other Enterobacteriaceae such as E.coli, Klebsiella, Serratia and Proteus. 

The second and third tiers in the list are of medium and high priority categories respectively. 

They cause common diseases such as food poisoning, gonorrhoea. 

 

 

eSanjeevani Medicine Platform: 1.5 lakh Online Consultations provided 

 

The web based comprehensive Telemedicine solution eSanjeevani has so far provided 1.58 lakh 

online consultations according to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

Highlights 

The online platform was operationalised in more than 23 states. It covers more than 75% of 

population in the country. There are two types of teleconsultation under the platform. They are 

as follows 

 eSanjeevani (doctor-to-doctor) 

 Patient-to-doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) 

About eSanjeevani 

The eSanjeevani is implemented under Ayushman Bharat health initiative. The scheme aims to 

connect all the 1.5 lakh health and wellness centre established under Ayushman Bharat. So far, 

12,000 health professionals have been provided training through 3,000 of these centres. 

Around 250 specialists are available on daily basis on the platform. However, the service is 

restricted only to Android App users. 

Key Features 

The main feature of the platform is that it uses MIS-based applications. It is designed for users 

to choose varied specialties such as tele-cardiology, tele-ophthalmology, etc. It also includes 

Comprehensive Electronic Medical Record, video conferencing, tele-consultation. It complies 

with international standards such as 
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 TWAIN (Technology without an Interesting Name) 

 DICOM (Digital Imaging and Communication in Medicine) 

Ayushman Bharat 

The scheme was launched in 2018 by PM Modi. The scheme aims to provide free insurance 

coverage of up to Rs 5 lakhs per family per year. The scheme is meant only for the poor. Based 

on the Socio-Economic Caste Census data, around 74 crores of beneficiary families have been 

identified. 

Background 

India needs to focus more on health sector for the following reasons 

 According to the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), about 86% of rural households and 82% 

of urban households do not have access to health cares. 

 Around 19% of urban households and 24% of rural households meet their health care needs 

through borrowing 

 Around 17% of population in the country spend minimum of 1/10th of their household budget 

to avail health services. 

COVID-19 

The Government of India had announced the beneficiaries of Ayushman Bharat can avail free 

COVID-19 tests in any of the Government authorised laboratories. 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh State Industrial Development Policy 2020-23 

 

The Andhra Pradesh Government has launched a new State Industrial Development Policy for 

the year 2020-23. The policy aimed to create employment for youth and match national 

average in industrial GVA per capita. The previous Industrial Development Policy of the state 

was implemented between 2015-20. 
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Highlights 

The policy was unveiled by the State Industries Minister Gautam Reddy. The policy aims to 

promote well-balanced regional growth. It ensures fast turn out time for grounding investment 

proposals. Also, it will train and provide skills to workforce in order attract global investment. 

The main objective of the policy is to create employment. It also intends to balance growth 

across regions and communities in the state. Also, it plans to achieve environmentally 

sustainable growth. 

Key Features of the Policy 

Infrastructure 

 The policy paves way to develop infrastructure facilities targeting MSMEs at affordable rates. 

 The policy will enable development of mega industrial parks according to the local needs. 

Industrial Zoning 

 The industrial zoning is to be the key focus area of the policy to ensure planned industrial 

development. 

 The policy will also aim to provide risk-free investment friendly environment to industries. 

Above all, the policy will ensure minimised environmental impacts amidst industrial 

development. 

Ease of Doing Business 

The policy will also enable faster approval process and enable district level interventions. 

Skill Development 

The State Government of Andhra Pradesh is to create 30 skill development centres and two skill 

development universities under the policy. The policy will increase the speed of approval 

processes and enable district level interventions by collector and also will establish central 

helpline desk. 

Background 

The Policy has been prepared by the State Government after extensive consultations with the 

stakeholders in industrial, academics and corporate sectors. The policy will provide skilled 

labours, best-in-class infrastructure and end to end handholding support for units to provide 

industry friendly environment. 



MYUPSC.COM 

Significance of the Policy to India 

The State is the 8th largest state in the country that holds 4% of population. 

 

 

77 new species of butterfly found in Maharashtra 

The study conducted by Bombay Natural History Society has found 77 new species of butterflies 

in the ecologically sensitive forest of Matheran hill station in Mumbai. With this the total 

number of butterfly species in the forest has gone up to 140. 

Highlights 

Matheran hill station is spread over 214 square kilo metres and is located at 80 km from the 

Maharashtra capital. The study was conducted between 2011 and 2019. This is the first study in 

the forest in 125 years. 

Key Findings of the Study 

The study found that seasonal variation in butterfly diversity was observed. The maximum 

diversity of butterflies was recorded in winter and the least was observed during monsoon. The 

study also said that the butterfly diversity in the region is stable and the chances of immigration 

or emigration to the surrounding regions are low. 

Previous studies 

Prior to the study that was done by BHNS, a British researcher J A Betham had surveyed the 

hills of Matheran for its butterfly diversity in 1894. He had reported 78 species of butterflies 

then. 

Significance of Butterflies diversity 

The Butterfly diversity indicate healthy environment and ecosystems. They indicate wide range 

of invertebrates. Butterfly diversity is seldom used by the ecologists to study the impact of 

habitat loss, climate change and habitat fragmentation. 
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Matheran Hills 

It is a hill station located in the state of Maharashtra. The rock types in the hills are mainly 

composed of Deccan Trap. 

Deccan Trap 

Deccan Trap is a large igneous province in west-central India. The term trap has been used for 

the type of rock formations that are found in this region. They have multiple layers of flood 

basalt. 

The Deccan Trap was formed 66.25 million years ago in the end of Cretaceous period. 

 Cretaceous period lasted between 145 million years ago and 66 million years ago. It is the final 

period of Mesozoic Era. 

 

 

Indian Railways to observe “Cleanliness Week” 

 

The Indian Railways is to observe Cleanliness Week between August 10, 2020 and August 15, 

2020. The week will give the message of significance of cleanliness. 

Highlights 

During the week, the Indian Railways is to launch special cleanliness drive that will focus on 

cleanliness in the station offices, tracks, worksites, colonies and other areas in and around 

railway stations. The drive will focus on plastic waste collection from the tracks. 

The Indian Railways has launched several initiatives to ensure hygiene and cleanliness in the 

trains and Railway station toilets. 

8 Major Cleanliness initiatives of Indian Railways 

Bio Toilets 

The Indian Railways intensified the pace of installation of bio toilets in the coaches. This was 

done to avoid the waste from falling on the platform lines and tracks. Under Swachh Bharat 
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Abhiyan the Railway Ministry had planned to replace all the toilets in the broad-gauge coaching 

fleet by 2019. 

Coach Mitra 

The Indian Railways launched “Coach Mitra” in around 1000 On Board Housekeeping Service. It 

is a single window system to register coach related needs of the passengers. The requirements 

might include disinfection, cleaning, train lighting, air conditioning, etc. 

The other cleanliness initiatives are as follows 

 Adding dust bins and health faucets in all coaches 

 Separate toilets for male and female passengers at the Railway stations 

 Pay and Use Toilets at Railway Stations 

 Swachhta Pakhwada: These were cleanliness drives that created awareness about cleanliness 

standards of trains and railway stations. 

 The Indian Railways deployed machineries and improved mechanised cleaning in about 520 

railway stations. 

 On Board Housekeeping Service was provided in more than 1050 pairs of trains. 

Stations Cleanliness Survey Report, 2019 

In order to keep periodic checks on the success of the initiatives launched, the Indian Railways 

launched third party audit and cleanliness ranking. The Stations Cleanliness Survey Report was 

one such report that scored and ranked the stations. According to the report, the top three 

cleanest railway stations include Jodhpur, Jaipur and Durgapura. 

 

 

Defence Minister launches Atma Nirbhar Bharat Saptah 

On August 10, 2020, the Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched Atma Nirbhar Bharat Saptah. 

The scheme aims to shift India towards local manufacturing and aid “Make in India” initiative. 

Atma Nirbhar Bharat Saptah 

The idea of the scheme is to give importance to domestic production in the country. The idea of 

observing a week will provide impetus to Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 
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Background 

The Defence Minister recently introduced import embargo on 101 defence items to boost 

indigenisation of defence production. 

Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan was launched to make India self-reliant based on Economy, 

Demography, System, Infrastructure, and Demand. 

 

GoI scraps Powerloom Board after Handloom Board 

The Ministry of Textiles has disbanded All India Powerloom Board after All India Handicrafts and 

Handloom boards. Also, all of the eight Textiles Research Associations in the country will now 

cease to be “affiliated bodies” of the ministry. 

Highlights 

The Textile Research Associations will now act as approved bodies to conduct tests, researches 

and development activities of textiles sector. The decision has been made to stick to the 

principle of “Minimum Government Maximum Governance”. 

The board was first constituted in November 1981. Powerloom is a mechanised loom that was 

developed during early Industrial Revolution. 

The Handloom Board was scrapped on the National Handloom Day (August 7). 

Textiles Research Associations 

The eight Textiles Research Associations in India are as follows 

 Textiles Research Association in Ghaziabad 

 Ahmedabad Textile Industry Research Association 

 Bombay Textiles Research Association 

 Man-made Textiles Research Association in Surat 

 Synthetic and Art Silk Mills Research Association in Mumbai 

 World research Association in Thane 

 Indian Jute Industries Research Association in Kolkata 

 South India Textiles Research Association in Coimbatore. 
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Textiles Sector in India 

The domestic textiles contribute to 2.3% of GDP of India. Also, it contributes to 13% of export 

earning of the country and 7% of manufacturing production. Textiles industry provides second 

largest employment in the country providing employment to more than 45 million people. 

The textiles sector is highly important to India as it generates huge employment to both skilled 

and unskilled labours after agriculture. 

India is first in jute production and contributes to 63% of Global textile market. Most of the jute 

mills in India are located in the banks of Hooghly River. India faces tough competition from 

countries such as Brazil, Bangladesh, Philippines, Thailand and Egypt. The main markets of jute 

are Russia, USA, UK, Australia and Canada. 

The textiles industry in India include silk, cotton, wool, jute and man-made fibres. Cotton 

contributes to 60% of Indian Textiles industry. The Cotton Textile industries are concentrated in 

the cotton growing belts of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Rajasthan. 

 

 

 

SURAKHSYA: National Portal of “Project Elephant” launched 

On August 10, 2020, the Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar launched National 

Portal on Human Elephant conflict called “SURAKHSYA”. The portal aims to collect real time 

information and will also manage conflicts on real time basis. 

Highlights 

The National Portal was launched during the celebration of international annual event World 

Elephant Day. The World Elephant Day is celebrated every year on August 12 to create 

elephant conservation and share knowledge for better protection of wild captive elephants. 

The portal will help to set data collection protocols, data visualization tools and data 

transmission pipelines. 
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IUCN 

The Asian Elephants are listed as “Endangered” in the IUCN Red List. This is mainly because, 

most of the Asian countries except India have lost their elephant population due to loss of 

habitats and poaching. There are 50,000 to 60,000 Asian Elephants. Of these, 60% are in India. 

Elephants in India 

Elephant is the Natural Heritage Animal of India. Indian Elephants have been listed under 

Appendix I of Convention of the Migratory Species in the recently held Conference of Parties of 

Convention of Migratory Species 13 in Gujarat in 2020. 

Project Elephant 

The Project Elephant was launched in 1992 by the Ministry of Environment and Forest. The 

project aims to provide financial and technical support to wild life management. It aims to 

make sure long-term survival of elephant populations in the natural habitats. The project also 

supports research in management of elephants and providing veterinary care and also 

conservation among local people. 

Elephant Corridors 

The Elephant Corridor is a narrow stretch of land that connects habitats with elephant 

population. There are 88 identified elephant corridors in India. Of these, 22 are in North-

Eastern India, 14 in northern West Bengal, 20 in South India, 12 in North-Western India and 20 

in Central India. 

The major threats to elephant corridors are construction activities such as building roads, 

railways, etc. Also, the corridors are threatened due to mining, poaching and human elephant 

conflicts. 

 

 

New National Education Policy 

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II – Education; Govt schemes and policies  

In news:  

The New National Education Policy – (Major highlights)  

 It will introduce four-year undergraduate degrees with multiple entry and exit options  
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 It will abolish the M.Phil degree  

 It will establish a common higher education regulator with fee fixation for both private and 

public institutions  

 It also envisions universalisation of early childhood education from ages 3 to 6 by 2030  

 It provides for a new school curriculum with coding and vocational studies from Class 6, and 

a child’s mother tongue being used as the medium of instruction till Class 5  

 Class 10 and 12 board examinations will be made easier, to test core competencies rather 

than memorised facts, with all students allowed to take the exam twice  

 New Education Policy 2020 vs 1986 policy – A major departure is shifting from 10+2 format 

to a 5+3+3+4  

 

Do you know?  

 MHRD will now be called Education Ministry   

 This is the first new education policy in 34 years  

 A panel headed by former ISRO chief K. Kasturirangan submitted a draft Education Policy in 

December 2018  

 Education is a concurrent subject  

  

Language formula:  

 The new Education Policy provides for greater flexibility in the three-language formula, and 

no language will be imposed on any State  

 The three languages learned by children will be the choices of States, regions, and of course 

the students themselves, so long as at least two of the three languages are native to India  

 Sanskrit will be offered as an option at all levels of school and higher education  

 Other classical languages will also be available, possibly as online modules, while foreign 

languages will be offered at the secondary level  

New curricular framework  

 A new curricular framework is to be introduced, including the preschool 

and anganwadi years  



MYUPSC.COM 

 A National Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy will ensure basic skills at the 

Class 3 level by 2025  

 Students will begin classes on coding as well as vocational activities from Class 6 onwards  

 Indian knowledge systems, including tribal and indigenous knowledge, will be incorporated 

into the curriculum in an accurate and scientific manner  

Governance reforms  

 School governance is set to change, with a new accreditation framework and an 

independent authority to regulate both public and private schools  

 An Academic Bank of Credit will be set up to make it easier to transfer between institutions  

 The college affiliation system is being phased out over the next 15 years, so that every 

college develops into either an autonomous degree-granting institution, or a constituent 

college of a university.  

Push to digital education  

 The new NEP has a new section on digital education to ensure “equitable use of 

technology”.  

 A dedicated unit to coordinate digital infrastructure, content and capacity building will be 

created within the Education Ministry to look after the online learning needs of both school 

and higher education.   

 

Enrolment ratio  

 The NEP emphasises universal access to schools  

 It aims to bring two crore out-of-school children back into the educational mainstream  

 It also aims to double the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher education, including vocational 

education, from 26.3% in 2018 to 50% by 2035, with an additional 3.5 crore new seats  

 To achieve this, GDP expenditure to increase from current 4.43% of GDP to 6%  

Gender Inclusion Fund  

 Centre to set up a ‘Gender Inclusion Fund’ to build the country’s capacity to provide 

equitable quality education to all girls and transgender students.  



MYUPSC.COM 

 The fund will be available to States to implement priorities determined by the Central 

government critical for assisting female and transgender children in gaining access to 

education (such as the provisions of sanitation and toilets, bicycles, conditional cash 

transfers, etc)  

 

Natesa, a rare sandstone idol  

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains I – Art and Culture  

In news:  

 Natesa, a rare sandstone idol which was smuggled to return to India after 22 years  

 The idol depicts Shiva in the 9th century Prathihara style of Rajasthan  

 It was originally from the Ghateswara Temple, Baroli, Rajasthan  

 A beautiful depiction of Nandi is shown behind the right leg of the Natesa icon.  

 

 

Budapest Convention or Convention on Cybercrime of the Council of Europe  

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II and III – International Conventions; Cyber security  

About:  

 Convention on Cybercrime, also known as the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime or the 

Budapest Convention is the first international treaty seeking to address Internet and 

computer crime (cybercrime) by harmonizing national laws, improving investigative 

techniques, and increasing cooperation among nations.   

 It serves as a guideline for any country developing comprehensive national legislation 

against Cybercrime and as a framework for international cooperation between State Parties 

to this treaty.  

 The Budapest Convention is supplemented by a Protocol on Xenophobia and Racism 

committed through computer systems.  
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Protesting is a fundamental right: UN  

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II and III – International Conventions   

About:  

 Demonstrations over issues like political rights and racial justice, protesting peacefully, 

online or in person, is a fundamental human right.  

 Article 21 of International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) – guarantees the 

right to peaceful assembly  

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)  

 It is a multilateral treaty adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)  

 The ICCPR is monitored by the United Nations Human Rights Committee  

 The covenant commits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuals, 

including the right to life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, 

electoral rights and rights to due process and a fair trial  

 The ICCPR is part of the International Bill of Human Rights, along with the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR)  

 It became effective in 1976  

 

India and AIIB 

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II – India and the World; International/Multi-lateral 

organizations  

About:  

 The China-backed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) to function as an “apolitical” 

institution and to continue to support projects in India  

 The latest loan for India was for $750 million, to support vulnerable households impacted by 

COVID19  

Key facts:  
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 India has received the most funding of any country from the bank (received $4.35 billion)  

 India is one among the 57 founding members in 2016  

 India is its second-largest shareholder (with 7.62% voting shares) after China (26.06%)  

 Headquarters of AIIB is in Beijing  

 

Vidya Varadhi scheme  

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II – Education; Govt schemes and initiatives  

About:  

 In a bid to reach out students and address challenges of online classes due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Department of School Education proposed the “Vidya Varadhi’ scheme.  

 Under Vidya Varadhi scheme, mobile classrooms equipped with audio-visual gadgets will 

reach pockets where students have no access to computers and Internet connectivity.  

 The vehicles will reach remote areas and impart lessons. 

 

 

Antibiotic use in the dairy sector  

Part of: GS Mains II – Health/Social issue  

Context:  

According to Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) report –  

 Dairy farmers indiscriminately use antibiotics for diseases such as mastitis 

(infection/inflammation of the udder), a common ailment in dairy animals  

 Antibiotics residues remaining in milk are a cause for concern (antibiotic resistance)  

 Milk sold directly to consumers nor processed milk sold in packets are unchecked for 

antibiotic residues  

Do you know?  

 India is the world’s largest milk producer  
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 The abused antibiotics, despite a law against it, are easily available without the prescription 

of a registered veterinarian and stocked at farms.  

 

Miscellaneous  

Indian Rat Snake 

About:  

 Indian Rat Snake  is non-poisonous and will not attack unless cornered  

 Rat Snakes are also called the farmer’s friend as it helps rid fields of rodents and does the 

same in urban settlements  

 Indian Rat Snake (Ptyas mucosa), popularly known as Dhaman,  is widely distributed across 

South and Southeast Asia  

 It can adapt quickly to a variety of habits: arid land, open fields, farmland, coastal regions, 

freshwater or brackish water wetlands.  

  

India-Australia diaspora  

About:  

 More than 38,000 Indians became Australian citizens in 2019-2020, a 60% increase from the 

previous year  

 Indians are the largest diaspora group to be granted the Australian citizenship  

 According to Australia’s 2016 census, 6,19,164 people in Australia declared that they were 

of ethnic Indian ancestry  

 2.8% of the Australian population are Indians  

 

 

Natesa, a rare sandstone idol  

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains I – Art and Culture  

In news:  

 Natesa, a rare sandstone idol which was smuggled to return to India after 22 years  
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 The idol depicts Shiva in the 9th century Prathihara style of Rajasthan  

 It was originally from the Ghateshwara Temple, Baroli, Rajasthan  

 A beautiful depiction of Nandi is shown behind the right leg of the Natesa icon.  

 

Budapest Convention or Convention on Cybercrime of the Council of Europe  

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II and III – International Conventions; Cyber security  

About:  

 Convention on Cybercrime, also known as the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime or the 

Budapest Convention is the first international treaty seeking to address Internet and 

computer crime (cybercrime) by harmonizing national laws, improving investigative 

techniques, and increasing cooperation among nations.   

 It serves as a guideline for any country developing comprehensive national legislation 

against Cybercrime and as a framework for international cooperation between State Parties 

to this treaty.  

 The Budapest Convention is supplemented by a Protocol on Xenophobia and Racism 

committed through computer systems.  

 

 

Protesting is a fundamental right: UN  

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II and III – International Conventions   

About:  

 Demonstrations over issues like political rights and racial justice, protesting peacefully, 

online or in person, is a fundamental human right.  

 Article 21 of International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) – guarantees the 

right to peaceful assembly  

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)  

 It is a multilateral treaty adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)  

 The ICCPR is monitored by the United Nations Human Rights Committee  
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 The covenant commits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuals, 

including the right to life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, 

electoral rights and rights to due process and a fair trial  

 The ICCPR is part of the International Bill of Human Rights, along with the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR)  

 It became effective in 1976  

 

 

India and AIIB 

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II – India and the World; International/Multi-lateral 

organizations  

About:  

 The China-backed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) to function as an “apolitical” 

institution and to continue to support projects in India  

 The latest loan for India was for $750 million, to support vulnerable households impacted by 

COVID19  

Key facts:  

 India has received the most funding of any country from the bank (received $4.35 billion)  

 India is one among the 57 founding members in 2016  

 India is its second-largest shareholder (with 7.62% voting shares) after China (26.06%)  

 Headquarters of AIIB is in Beijing  

 

Vidya Varadhi scheme  

Part of: GS Prelims and Mains II – Education; Govt schemes and initiatives  

About:  
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 In a bid to reach out students and address challenges of online classes due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Department of School Education proposed the “Vidya Varadhi’ scheme.  

 Under Vidya Varadhi scheme, mobile classrooms equipped with audio-visual gadgets will 

reach pockets where students have no access to computers and Internet connectivity.  

 The vehicles will reach remote areas and impart lessons. 

 

Antibiotic use in the dairy sector  

Part of: GS Mains II – Health/Social issue  

Context:  

According to Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) report –  

 Dairy farmers indiscriminately use antibiotics for diseases such as mastitis 

(infection/inflammation of the udder), a common ailment in dairy animals  

 Antibiotics residues remaining in milk are a cause for concern (antibiotic resistance)  

 Milk sold directly to consumers nor processed milk sold in packets are unchecked for 

antibiotic residues  

Do you know?  

 India is the world’s largest milk producer  

 The abused antibiotics, despite a law against it, are easily available without the prescription 

of a registered veterinarian and stocked at farms.  

 

Miscellaneous  

Indian Rat Snake 

About:  

 Indian Rat Snake  is non-poisonous and will not attack unless cornered  

 Rat Snakes are also called the farmer’s friend as it helps rid fields of rodents and does the 

same in urban settlements  
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 Indian Rat Snake (Ptyas mucosa), popularly known as Dhaman,  is widely distributed across 

South and Southeast Asia  

 It can adapt quickly to a variety of habits: arid land, open fields, farmland, coastal regions, 

freshwater or brackish water wetlands.  

  

India-Australia diaspora  

About:  

 More than 38,000 Indians became Australian citizens in 2019-2020, a 60% increase from the 

previous year  

 Indians are the largest diaspora group to be granted the Australian citizenship  

 According to Australia’s 2016 census, 6,19,164 people in Australia declared that they were 

of ethnic Indian ancestry  

 2.8% of the Australian population are Indians  

 

A quest for order amid cyber insecurity 

Context:  Cyberinsecurity of individuals, organisations and states is expanding amidst COVID-

19.  

Do you know?  

 Between them, Apple, Amazon and Microsoft have added more than a trillion dollars in 

market value, since the start of 2020.   

 In one week in April 2020, reportedly, there were over 18 million daily malware and phishing 

emails related to COVID-19  

Increased instances of Cyber Attacks around world  

 Twitter hackers collected $120,000 in full public gaze  

 A “ransomware” target in California quietly paid 116.4 bitcoins or $1.14 million.  

 China has been accused of hacking health-care institutions in US working on novel 

coronavirus treatment.   
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 United Kingdom has warned of hackers backed by the Russian state targeting 

pharmaceutical companies conducting COVID-19 vaccine research.  

Issues  

 Inadequate Focus on Cyber Security: More of our critical infrastructure is going digital with 

increased digital interactions but it has not been matched with adequate safeguards for the 

cyber space  

 No Global Commons: Borderless cyberspace, as a part of the “global commons” does not 

exist. The Internet depends on physical infrastructure that is under national control, and 

hence is subject to border controls too.  

 Multiple Players: Cyberspace has multiple stakeholders, not all of which are states. Non-

state actors play key roles — some benign, some malignant.   

 Difficulties in regulation: The infrastructure on which the Internet rests falls within 

jurisdictions of many states with differing approaches. Also, many networks are private, with 

objectives differing from those of states.   

 Competing Interests & Unframed Norms: World is at an incipient stage of looking for “cyber 

norms” that can balance the competing demands of national sovereignty and transnational 

connectivity  

 Agenda at UN: In 1998 that Russia inscribed the issue of ICTs in international security on the 

UN agenda. Despite various committees working on this subject, issues such as Internet 

governance, espionage, and digital privacy are kept out  

 Domain of Experts: Generally the growth of technology is way ahead of the development of 

associated norms and institutions. As a result, cybersecurity is a niche area whose regulation 

has been largely left to experts.  

Way Ahead for India  

 Globally, India needs to partake in shaping cyber norms.   

 Acceding to the Budapest Convention, or Convention on Cybercrime of the Council of 

Europe (CETS No.185), is an option that India should examine.   
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 India also needs to encourage private sector to get involved more in industry-focused 

processes such as the Microsoft-initiated Cybersecurity Tech Accord and the Siemens-led 

Charter of Trust.   

Conclusion  

In preparation for the larger role that cyberspace will inevitably play in Indian lives, we need a 

deeper public understanding of its various dimensions. Cyberspace is too important to be left 

only to the experts.  

Value Addition  

The Christchurch Call:   

 The Christchurch Call to Action Summit (also called the Christchurch Call), was a political 

summit initiated by New Zealand Prime Minister in the aftermath of Mosque shooting in 

March 2019 in Chirstchurch, New Zealand  

 The Call aimed to bring together countries and tech companies in an attempt to bring to an 

end the ability to use social media to organise and promote terrorism and violent 

extremism.  

 India has also signed the non-binding agreement  

 

Fewer species, more disease 

Context: COVID-19 induced lockdowns have kept people indoors and provided opportunities 

for wild animals to roam around spaces they otherwise don’t venture into.  

Do you know?  

 It is not yet fully understood which species have contributed to the transmission of COVID-

19 and how.   

 However, according to experts, there is strong evidence that it spread from a wildlife market 

in Wuhan, China. Two hypothesis have been discussed:   

 (a) the virus jumped from bats directly to humans;   

 (b) from bats to pangolins and then to humans  

It is the time to rethink human actions on nature  
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 Scientists believe that emergence of epidemics have strong linkages with the loss of 

biodiversity, and increase in wildlife trade.  

 In order to clear land for development and agriculture, forests & habitats have been 

destroyed. In the process, ecosystems are being damaged, fragmented or destroyed and as 

a result, world has lost several species.   

 Trafficking in wild plants and animals has become one of the largest forms of organised 

crime that has become a threat to wildlife & ecosystems.   

 Species are being wiped out by organised trade networks, with new poaching techniques, 

for manufacturing traditional Chinese medicines.  

 Human-induced environmental changes reduce biodiversity resulting in new conditions that 

host vectors and/or pathogens  

 By disturbing the delicate balance of nature, we have created ideal conditions for the 

spread of viruses from animals to humans.  

 

Way Ahead: 

 Mainstreaming of biodiversity is needed in our post-COVID-19 development programme.  

 Long term Vision: Nations should work towards realising the 2050 vision for biodiversity, 

‘Living in Harmony with Nature’.   

 Integrated approach: Societies must follow a ‘one health’ approach which considers the 

health of people, wild and domesticated animals, and the environment.  

 Strict Monitoring: International Community need to strictly regulate high-risk wildlife 

markets that threaten biodiversity.  

 Promoting Green Economy: Governments should promote green jobs and work towards 

achieving carbon-neutral economies.  

 Executive action: India should strictly enforce   

 The Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972, which prohibits the trade of 1,800 species of wild 

animals/plants and their derivatives;   

 The Biological Diversity Act of 2002;   

 Strategies and action plans including the National Biodiversity Targets;   
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 The National Biodiversity Mission  

 Mass biodiversity literacy: People should realise that we live in a world where biodiversity is 

our common heritage and natural capital.  

Conclusion  

Ecosystem integrity will regulate diseases and restrict the transmission of pathogens from one 

species to another.  

 

NTPC develops infrastructure for increased use of Fly Ash 

The National Thermal Power corporation developed infrastructure at Rihand project in Uttar 

Pradesh to transport fly ash to cement plants at cheaper cost. 

Highlights 

The infrastructure is being developed to help NTPC achieve its goal of 100% utilisation of fly ash 

from power plants. This will enable power plants to upgrade the utilisation of fly ash. In the 

year 2019-20, around 44.33 million tonnes of fly ash were utilised. This is 73.31% of fly ash 

generated. 

Fly Ash 

Fly ash is a coal combustion product. 

Background 

In 1999, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (EFOCC) issued notification in 

1999 to ensure 100% utilisation of fly ash. It was further amended in 2003 and 2009. However, 

it was missed by almost 40%. In 2015, GoI fixed December 31, 2017 as revised deadline to 

achieve 100% utilisation. Still, till date only 55.7% of fly ash is being used. 

The infrastructure developed by NTPC is important as it will help achieve 100% utilisation of fly 

ash. 

Fly Ash usage 

In India, Ultra High Volume Fly ash Concrete is developed for widespread use. Fly ash is 

currently used in low to moderate strength concrete. Also, it is used in cement. Fly ash is also 

used in bricks replacing normal clay bricks. 
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Rulings on fly ash 

In 2016, the fly ash notification issued by the Ministry of EFoCC made it mandatory for the 

construction projects located within 300 km of a thermal power plant to use fly ash products. 

Also, the red clay bricks located within 300 km shall convert into fly ash bricks. 

According to the ruling, the fly ash should weigh a minimum of 50% of the input materials. 

Legislation 

The rulings of fly ash were issued under Environment Protection Act, 1986. Also, according to 

the Environment Protection Rules, 1986, the Central Government shall issue notification 

whenever if feels that prohibition of a process or operation should be imposed to protect the 

environment. 

 

 

Mauritius Oil Spill: India deputes 10-member specialist team under Mission SAGAR 

Highlights 

India has deployed a 10-member Indian Coast Guard team under Mission SAGAR to contain oil 

spill. Earlier in August 2020, a Japanese bulk carrier struck a coral reef coast of Mauritius that 

leaked 100s of tonnes of oil in the environment sensitive regions of Mauritius. 

India has also sent equipment to contain the oil spill. The equipment consists of river booms, 

ocean booms, heli skimmers, blowers, power packs, oil absorbent graphene pads. 

Mission Sagar 

Mission SAGAR is Security Growth for All in the Region. It was launched in 2015 to deepen 

economic and security cooperation with maritime neighbours. 

Need for Mission SAGAR 

 Mission SAGAR provides opportunity to secure transportation of 80% of global trade. 

 The seabed in the Indian Ocean Region provides 32% of global supply of hydrocarbons. The 

Mission will help protect the resources. 

 The Mission helps to check Chinese influence in the Indian Ocean Region. 
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Significance 

The relevance of the mission is seen in conjunction with other policies of India as follows 

 Project Sagarmala: Project Sagarmala aims to develop string of ports around Indian Coast. The 

initiative focuses on supporting port-led development, port infrastructure enhancement. 

 Project Mausam: It is a cultural and economic project that aims to connect countries in the 

Indian Ocean. 

 India-a net security provider 

 Focus on Blue Economy 

COVID-19 

In May 2020, around 580 tonnes of essential medicines, Ayurvedic medicines and food supplies 

were sent to Mauritius under Mission SAGAR. The other countries where the relief supplies 

were supplied under the mission included Male, Comoros, Seychelles, Madagascar. INS Kesari 

was deployed in the mission. 

Also, a 14-member Naval Medical Assistance team was deputed. The team helped in the 

formulation of long-term strategy to counter COVID-19. 

 

 

DRDO developed Anti-Drone System deployed in 74th I-Day celebrations 

As the Prime Minister Modi addressed the country at the Red Fort, DRDO (Defence Research 

Development Organization) anti-drone system was deployed for PM security. 

As the Prime Minister Modi addressed the country at the Red Fort, DRDO (Defence Research 

Development Organization) anti-drone system was deployed for PM security. 

Highlights 

The anti-drone system can detect micro drones up to 3 kilo metres. It uses LASER to bring down 

target up to 1-2.5 kilo metres. It can detect and identify drone threats. 
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Drones are Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. They are controlled remotely by militants to carry 

explosives. 

The DRDO developed counter drone systems were first deployed to provide security cover to 

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro when he first arrived in India. 

India has brought in several regulations for drone usage in the country. 

Unmanned Aircraft System Rules, 2020 

The rules were issued by Ministry of Civil Aviation in June 2020. This was because, the use of 

drones have increased due to COVID-19 lock down. The key rules are as follows 

 A drone manufacturer can sell its devices only to individuals approved by aviation 

regulator Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 

 Only Nano class drones are permitted to operate in India 

 The DGCA has full powers to inspect a drone manufacturing units 

 No drones shall carry payloads except those permitted by DGCA. 

Drone Regulation 1.0 

This was issued by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation in 2018. According to these rules, a 

drone can be operated only after seeking permission through Digital Sky Platform 

Digital Sky Platform 

The platform is a drone traffic management system that facilitates registration and licensing of 

drones. It operates giving instant clearance to operators for every flight. The entire process 

shall be done online. 

The Drone Regulation 1.0 has partitioned the sky into red zone, green zone and yellow zone. 

Flying is not permitted in red zones. Controlled use of air space is permitted in yellow zones and 

automatic permission is availed to fly drones in green zones. 
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The GoI is working on Drone Regulations 2.0. It focuses on BVLOS (Beyond Visual Line of Sight), 

Automate the air traffic management and delivery of payloads. 

 

 

UK launches 3 million pounds Innovation Challenge Fund in India 

On August 17, 2020, the United Kingdom launched 3 million pounds of Innovation Challenge 

Fund in India. The funds were launched to support Indian scientists in industries and academia 

to tackle COVID-19 and climate change. 

Highlights 

The funds invite innovators to connect to the Artificial Intelligence Clusters in Karnataka and 

future mobility cluster in Maharashtra. The initiative will help to build on UK-India Tech 

partnership. 

The UK-India Tech Partnership was launched in 2018 by the Indian and British Prime Ministers. 

What is the initiative? 

The interested technocrats are required to submit two-page concept. The British High 

Commission is to select the best of these projects and provide required funds. 

Background 

The aim of fund is to catalyse UK Industrial strategy, which is to address global challenges. The 

grants are to be used to develop Tech Clusters that will break down the barriers to growth. 

Significance 

India is trying to bring in as much funds into the country to indigenise the research processes. 

The Innovation Challenge Fund is one such step. The fund will be used to put knowledge 

resource of Indian scientists into action. It is to be noted that several talented Indians are doing 

their research projects in foreign soil due to lack of funding. 

Similarly, Project Nirmanshree was launched by European Union to help in Women 

Empowerment. 
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Project Nirmanshree 

On August 13, 2020, The European Union launched Project Nirmanshree for women 

empowerment. The project aims to skill women in housing sector. It is to be implemented in 

four districts of Odisha and Maharashtra. 

Highlights 

Under the project, the women are to be trained in different works in housing sector. The total 

cost of the project is 9,49,694 Euros. 90% of the funds are provided by EU and remaining 10% 

are to be issued by Habitat for Humanity India. 

The project is first of its kind in India. Around 3,000 women are to be trained under 

entrepreneurial skills focusing on masonry, electrical fitting, plumbing. 

 

 

World Tallest Pier Bridge in Manipur; 13 new Highway Projects in Manipur 

The Indian Railways is constructing world’s tallest pier bridge in the state of Manipur. The 

bridge is 141 metres high. It has surpassed the record of 139 metres tall Mala-Rijeka Bridge in 

Montenegro, Europe. 

Highlights 

The bridge is a part of the 111 km long Jiribam-Tupul-Imphal railway line project. The project is 

to have 45 tunnels. The 12th tunnel in the project will be the longest tunnel in the North East. 

About the bridge 

The total length of the bridge is 703 metres. The piers that will hold the bridge are to be 

constructed with hydraulic augers. The “Slip Form Technique” has been used to construct the 

bridge. 

Background 

The Government of India is in the path of developing the North East in every possible way. 

Several road and railway line projects, inland water way projects are being launched to boost 

trade and connectivity in the region. 
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On August 17, 2020, Union Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari laid foundation stone for 13 highway 

projects in Manipur. The projects were of worth Rs 3,000 crores. 

About the Highway Projects 

The projects will construct 316 km of highways in the state. The projects will help boost Act East 

Policy of India. 

Act East Policy 

The “Look East Policy” was launched by the former PM Mr Narasimha Rao in 1991. This was 

later upgraded to Act East Policy in 2014 at the East Asia Summit held in Myanmar. 

Differences between Act East and Look East Policies 

The main focus of the Look East Policy was to shift India’s trading focus from the west to the 

South East Asian Countries. On the other hand, the Act East Policy focuses on economic and 

security integration of South East Asia and East Asia. 

The Bridge and Act East Policy 

The strategic location of Manipur is close to the East and South Asian countries. By developing 

the transport infrastructure in the state, the trade and connectivity between the state and the 

South East Asian countries shall be improved. 

 

 

Karnataka to build Industrial Corridor between Bidar and Mysuru 

On August 17, 2020, the Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister C N Ashwanthnarayan announced 

that the State Government is to build an industrial corridor between Mysuru and Bidar. This is 

being done to augment the development of commerce and industry in the state. 

 

New COVID-19 strain with 10-times more infection rate detected in Malaysia 

Malaysia has recently detected a new COVID-19 strain that is 10 times more infectious. The 

mutation of the virus is called DG14G. 


