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Indian History Important Topics 

 

In General studies paper of UPSC Civil services Examination, History is one 

of the most important sections of the Prelims as well as mains exam. One 

can easily expect 15 – 20 questions from History syllabus in UPSC Prelims 

General Studies Paper I. The discipline of History is broadly divided into 

Ancient History, Art & Culture, Medieval History and Modern History. 

 

IAS aspirants need a single-source material that is a complete guide for 

their preparation in the UPSC CSE Prelims examination. This source is 



 

 

brought to them to aid them to achieve success in this very attempt. The 

material covers all trending, important and relevant facts and material 

required to be studied by aspirants in a single booklet, important topics for 

the UPSC civil services exam. This helps to ease their preparation and 

provides consolidated and complete UPSC notes at one place. 

 

 

 

Indian History for UPSC Prelims and Mains Exam 2020 

 

We have covered only those topics which were in news/trend in last 1/1.5 

year and will add more topics time to time, High chance to ask the 

questions from these topics in civil services preliminary and mains exam 

2020. 
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The 19th Amendment and women’s suffrage 

 

 Exactly 99 years ago, the United States ratified the 19th Amendment 

to its Constitution to remove the gender bar on the right to vote, 

causing the largest-ever peaceful expansion of the country’s voting 

population in history. 

 The 19th Amendment ratified on August 18, 1920, and formally 

proclaimed on August 26, 1920, reads: “The right of citizens of the 

United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 

States or by any State on account of sex. Congress shall have power to 

enforce this article by appropriate legislation.” 

 Although women from the country’s Black, Native American, and 

Asian American communities continued to face challenges in 

exercising their political influence for several years after the 

Amendment was passed, its adoption is still considered a landmark 

event in the global woman suffrage movement. 

 

How did women win the right to vote in the US? 



 

 

 The Seneca Falls meeting - The nascent United States had 

restricted the right to vote to men who fulfilled property ownership 

criteria. Racial bars and the institution of slavery in many parts of the 

country stopped most non-White men from voting, and women were 

almost entirely debarred. 

 Female activists resented these restrictions, and in 1848, the nation’s 

leading suffragists convened a historic women’s rights meeting at 

Seneca Falls in New York. Landmark resolutions were passed in the 

meeting, including: “Resolved, That all laws which prevent woman 

from occupying such a station in society as her conscience shall 

dictate, or which place her in a position inferior to that of man, are 

contrary to the great precept of Nature, and therefore of no force or 

authority.” 

 The meeting is seen as the launch of the woman suffrage movement 

in the United States. 

The 14th Amendment- a broken promise for women 

 At the close of the American Civil War (1861–65), the 14th 

Amendment to the US Constitution was passed in 1868 to grant 

citizenship to all persons born or naturalised in the country, thus 

dramatically increasing the number of persons who could enjoy rights 

such as voting. 

 Since men from hitherto disenfranchised communities (such as the 

Black community) could now vote, women’s suffragists believed that 

the Amendment extended to women. However, this elation was short-

lived as most states continued to prohibit women from voting. The US 



 

 

Supreme Court, too, decided against women’s suffrage in the 1875 

case Minor v. Happersett. 

An Amendment specifically for women 

 From then onwards, the woman suffragist movement began 

advocating for a constitutional amendment specially designed to 

remove gender bars. 

 At the turn of the 20th century, the movement was led by the 

moderate National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA), 

and the more radical National Woman’s Party (NWP), both hugely 

popular. Together, they exerted pressure on the US Congress to pass 

the amendment. 

 Finally, in 1919, by which time the struggle had acquired the form of a 

mass movement, both houses of the US Congress passed the 

amendment with a two-thirds majority. On August 18, 1920, the 

Tennessee state legislature approved the amendment, becoming the 

36th such state to ratify it, paving the way for it to be formally placed 

on the statute book. 

Women’s suffrage in India 

 The woman suffrage movement in India first gathered momentum 

due to female participation in the freedom struggle, beginning with 

the Swadeshi Movement in Bengal (1905-08), as well as support from 

British suffragists. 

 Different provinces of British India thus extended limited suffrage 

rights to women in the 1920’s. The Government of India Act 1935 



 

 

expanded women’s suffrage, and even provided reserved seats for 

women in central and provincial legislatures. 

 Full voting rights were awarded with the passing of the Indian 

Constitution in 1950, which provided for universal adult suffrage. 

 

 

Co-operative Movement in Pre & Post-Independence era 

 

 The term cooperative Societies came into existence when the farmers 

of Poona and Ahmednagar spearheaded an agitation against the 

money lenders who were charging exorbitant rates of interest. Hence, 

British government came forward and passed three acts- the Deccan 

Agriculture Relief Act (1879), the Land Improvement Loan Act (1883) 

and the Agriculturists Loan Act (1884). 

 But Cooperative move came with structure and shape when British 

enactment of the Cooperative Credit Societies Act, 1904. In 

1919, cooperation became a provincial subject and the provinces were 

authorised to make their own cooperative laws under the Montague-

Chelmsford Reforms. This categorization carried on to 

Government of India Act, 1935. In 1942, Government of British India 

enacted the Multi-Unit Cooperative Societies Act to cover 

Cooperative Societies with membership from more than one 

province. 

Co-operative Movement in post-Independence era 



 

 

India’s first Prime Minister Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru had strong faith in the 

cooperative movement. In his speech in international seminar on 

cooperative leadership in South-East Asia he had said “But my outlook at 

present is not the outlook of spreading the cooperative movement 

gradually, progressively, as it has done. My outlook is to convulse India 

with the Cooperative Movement or rather with cooperation to make it, 

broadly speaking, the basic activity of India, in every village as well as 

elsewhere; and finally, indeed, to make the cooperative approach the 

common thinking of India….Therefore, the whole future of India really 

depends on the success of this approach of ours to these vast numbers, 

hundreds of millions of people“. 

Hence, after independence cooperatives became an integral part of Five-

Year Plans. 

1. In 1958, the National Development Council (NDC) had 

recommended a national policy on cooperatives and also for training of 

personnel’s and setting up of Co-operative Marketing Societies. 

2. In 1984, Parliament of India enacted the Multi-State Cooperative 

Societies Act to remove the plethora of different laws governing the same 

types of societies. 

3. the most important success stories lays behind the success of White 

Revolution which made the country the world’s largest producer of milk 

and milk products; and Green Revolution and the conversion of villages 

into model villages have assumed great importance in the wake of the 

Green Revolution. 



 

 

4. Government of India announced National Policy on Co- operatives in 

2002. The ultimate objective of the National Policy is to- 

(a) Provide support for promotion and development of cooperatives 

(b) Reduction of regional imbalances 

(c)Strengthening of cooperative education, training and human resource 

development 

 

 

Swami Dayananda Saraswati 

 

Swami Dayananda Saraswati, the founder of the Arya Samaj, was one of the 

makers of modern India. With an indigenous orientation, he wanted to 

bring a new social, religious, economic and political order in India. 

Taking inspiration from Veda, he criticized evil practices like idolatry, caste 

system, untouchability etc. as prevailed in the then Indian society. 

Early Life: 

Swami Dayananda Saraswati, known as Mulshankar in the childhood, was 

born in 1824 in a small town of Tankara belonging to Kathiawar of Gujarat 

in a conservative Brahmin family. 



 

 

Taking early education from his family, he subsequently emerged as a great 

Vedic scholar. He renunciated the worldly life and moved from one part of 

India to another in the pursuit of wisdom and truth. 

Finally, he met Swami Vrajanand at Mathura and became his disciple. After 

completing his education, he went on with the mission of spreading true 

Hindu religion and culture all over India. With this purpose he established 

the Arya Samaj at Bombay on 10th April, 1875. A number of twenty eight 

rules were framed which were approved by the members present in the 

meeting. As a writer of eminence, Dayananda wrote books like ‘Satyarth 

Prakash’, Vedanga Prakash, ‘Ratnamala’ ‘Sankarvidhi’, ‘Bharatinivarna’ etc. 

He travelled throughout the country to propagate his views and established 

branches of Arya Samaj at different places. 

Principles of Arya Samaj: 

1. Acceptance of the Vedas as the only source of truth. 

2. Opposition to idol worship. 

4. Opposition to the theory of God-incarnation and religious 

pilgrimages. 

5. Recitation of the mantras of the Vedas and performance of ‘Havan’ and 

‘Yajna’. 

6. Faith in female education. 

7. Opposition to child-marriage and polygamy. 

8. Propagation of Hindi and Sanskrit languages. 



 

 

Reforms: 

Swami Dayanada, through the Arya Samaj, tried to reform the Hindu 

society and religion. 

Religious Reforms: 

 On the basis of the above mentioned principles, the Arya Samaj 

emphasized on the liberation of the Hindu society. Dayananda 

claimed that only Vedas were the repositories of true knowledge and 

the only religion was the religion of the Vedas. The principles of 

economics, politics, social sciences, humanities can be found in the 

Vedas. His clarion call “Go Back to the Vedas” created consciousness 

among the people. He rejected other scriptures and ‘Puranas’. He 

strongly opposed idol worship, ritualism, practice of animal-sacrifice, 

the concept of polytheism, the idea of heaven and hell and fatalism. 

 The Arya Samaj simplified Hinduism and made Hindus conscious of 

their glorious heritage and superior value of Vedic knowledge. The 

Hindus should not look towards Christianity, Islam or western 

culture for guidance. 

 Emphasizing on the superiority of Hinduism, the Arya Samaj could 

challenge the Islamic and Christian propaganda against it. 

Dayananda started “Shuddhi Movement” as a process of converting 

the people of other religions to Hinduism and also to reconvert those 

who have changed from Hinduism to other religions. This movement 

prevented low caste Hindus from converting to Christianity or Islam. 

The Shuddhi Movement challenged the Christian missionaries who 



 

 

tried to convert the uneducated, poor and depressed classes of the 

Hindus. 

Social Reforms: 

 With its opposition to various social evils, the Arya Samaj rendered 

valuable services to Hindu society. He opposed the caste system and 

the superiority of the Brahmins in the society. He also challenged the 

monopoly of the Brahmins to read the Vedas and supported the right 

of every individual irrespective of caste, creed and colour to study the 

Vedas. Dayananda also opposed the practice of untouchability. 

 He protested against injustice to women and worked for the 

education of the females. He vehemently opposed child-marriages, 

polygamy, “Purdah” and the practice of “Sati” etc. Citing the 

teachings of the Vedas, he proved that women should have equal 

rights with men. Inter-caste marriages and interdining were practised 

by the members of the Arya Samaj. 

 The Arya Samaj established a number of educational institutions like 

Gurukuls, Kanya Gurukuls, D.A.V. Schools and Colleges for the 

education of both males and females. These educational institutions 

protected the Hindu religion and society and also promoted the 

growth of knowledge and education in modern scientific line. 

 Though Arya Samaj had not actively participated in politics yet it 

indirectly helped in the promotion of national consciousness. 

Dayananda was the first to advocate “Swadeshi” to discard foreign 

goods. By recognising Hindi as the national language, he promoted 

the growth of an all-India national spirit. 



 

 

 He also used the term ‘Swaraj’ to be established on the Vedic 

principles before any Indian national leader thought of it. The Arya 

Samaj thus became a fanatic supporter of Hinduism and became an 

organ of militant Hinduism. Because of such militancy, subsequently 

the growth of extremism within the fold of the All India National 

Congress became possible. 

 The Arya Samaj played a significant role in bringing the socio- 

religious changes in pre-independent India. Though Dayananda was 

criticized as a conservative and sectarian activist who claimed the 

superiority of Hinduism over and above of all other religions, yet he 

was one of the makers of modern India. Truly speaking, he was not 

opposed to Christianity or Islam, rather the evil practices of all 

religions and their religious imperialism. 

 

 

 

In Good Faith: Sarvodaya for polarised times 

 

It is an axiom that a nation can forget its great leaders only at its own 

peril. Indeed, some leaders have a far-reaching influence on the 

nation in its onward march, as they serve as a lighthouse. If there ever 

was one leader in modern India in whom the characteristic 

civilizational ethos of India manifested as living truth, it 

was Mahatma Gandhi. In his 150th anniversary year, we ought to 



 

 

recall the words and actions of this great man who will remain an 

everlasting source of inspiration for the world. 

 If we have embalmed the man with the epithet father of the nation, 

we do need to reflect whether he would be at ease, leave alone he be 

happy, with the state of the nation today. The question that we need 

to begin with is: Is this the India of Gandhiji’s dreams? 

 There seems to be a general unease among the populace at large, from 

villages to cities. Some sections at more unease than others because of 

their community identities and markers. Sadly, this unease is barely 

reaching those who are in the driving seats of the nation. 

 Today, when communal disharmony and enmities — primarily 

between Hindus and Muslims — have reached an unprecedented 

height, we need leaders with a Gandhian moral urgency to address 

the situation. We need to recall that these issues had primacy over the 

attainment of swaraj in the Gandhian worldview. This pervasive 

communalized environment has unleashed institutionalised as well as 

ad hoc rabid forces with an exclusivist agenda. This agenda wants to 

push those already on margins, most pronouncedly Muslims, further 

to the edge with disparaging appellations such as anti-Hindu, 

misogynist, extremist, etc. This has created a stark polarisation, 

where the political class as a whole shies away from stating the 

obvious for fear of eroding their vote-bank. In such an environment, 

it is not the principles of civility or constitutional ethos of rights or the 

equality of rule of law that informs and nudges our leadership. 

Gandhi must feel ashamed. 



 

 

 For Gandhiji, India’s religious and linguistic diversity was an asset, 

not a liability. His use of metaphors like “clay pot” and the “oceanic 

circle” while talking about nurturing civic nationalism is quite 

fascinating and needs to be emulated. Moreover, as opposed to V D 

Savarkar’s understanding, he wants to see a deep emotional tie 

between different sub-national groups. 

 In today’s times, when general misconceptions and outright fallacies 

about Muslims and Islam are spread with unrestrained passion, we 

need to recall how Gandhiji had to deal with the similar issues in his 

day — most prominently immediately, during and just after Partition. 

His writings, speeches and actions did much to imbibe the moral 

ethos of a composite culture in the warring communities. He didn’t 

allow the majoritarian perception about Islam and Muslims to 

become a verity. True to the great syncretic and evolved tradition of 

India, he proceeded to understand Islam and Muslims not through 

hearsay and tittle-tattle but his own reading of the Quran, the Prophet 

and Muslims he had lived and grown up with. He approached it with 

objectivity and sobriety and found Islam essentially to be a religion of 

peace and the Prophet as a pure soul with pious purpose. 

 Gandhiji was, in many ways. The Indian equivalent of Thomas Carlyle 

who shook the prejudicial attitude of Jews and Christians towards 

Islam and Muslims through his 1840 lecture titled “The Hero as 

Prophet”, where he showered praise on Islam and called the Prophet 

genuine, compassionate and humane. It was Gandhiji’s commitment 

to communal harmony that led him to engage with great freedom 

fighters like Maulana Mahmood Hasan and Maulana Husain Ahmed 

Madani, among many other stalwarts of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind. 



 

 

 However, the violence and intimidation against the oppressed by 

organised zealots and individual psychopaths alike have made 

minorities feverishly insecure. This insecurity — physical as well as 

psychological — when matched with material privations has 

engendered a sense of estrangement and helplessness, which bodes ill 

for any civilized, democratic polity. 

 In such a situation, Gandhiji should serve as a reminder that the idea 

of swaraj has as a central tenet the notion of “Sarvodaya”. As a nation, 

we must assure that our minorities must feel at home, fully partaking 

in public life as free and equal citizens. Gandhiji’s ethical concepts 

and moral universe are capable of dealing with the violent sectarian 

politics that is being unleashed today. 

 Finally, a sane voice from the East needs to have a dialogue with the 

hegemonic West. As the humongous force of globalised capital has 

created havoc — destabilising nations and endangering peace — a 

counter-hegemonic discourse is the need of the hour. This capital, the 

biggest Satan of our time, has already destroyed lives in many poorer 

nations. It constantly puts up “enemies” as a trope to find new 

sources of profit. It has unleashed crass materialism and 

consumerism that is eating into away at the norms of family and 

community. We must face this onslaught with the moral force 

Gandhiji employed throughout his political career. Our fight must 

remain, under all circumstances, non-violent. 

 

 



 

 

 

Why Shastri matters today 

 

We pay homage to our heroes and great leaders on their birth 

anniversaries. More often than not, such events pass in a ritualistic 

manner. But at times, the nation must not only pay homage to its 

leaders, but also make the younger generation aware of their stellar 

contribution to the good of the country. 

Lal Bahadur Shastri, who is remembered every year along: 

 One such statesman is Lal Bahadur Shastri, who is remembered every 

year along with the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, on 

October 2. Like millions of Indians, Shastri drew inspiration from the 

Mahatma and plunged into the freedom struggle when he was in his 

teens.  

 More than 60 years ago, Shastri showed what probity and integrity in 

public life are all about. Following a train accident at Ariyalur in 

Tamil Nadu, in which more than 140 people were killed, he resigned 

as railway minister taking moral responsibility for the incident. 

Lauding him for his integrity, the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal 

Nehru said that he was accepting his resignation because it would set 

an example in constitutional propriety, although Shastri was in no 

way responsible for it. 

 Shastri placed the country’s interests above everything else.  



 

 

 He displayed a broad outlook at a very young age and dropped his 

caste-based surname when he was in the seventh standard.  

 His progressive attitude came to the fore when he asked for khadi 

cloth and a spinning wheel as dowry. 

 His maiden Independence Day speech in 1964 is as relevant today as 

it was then. Shastri observed: “We can win respect in the world only if 

we are strong internally and can banish poverty and unemployment 

from our country. Above all, we need national unity. Communal, 

provincial and linguistic conflicts weaken the country. Therefore, we 

have to forge national unity. I appeal to all to work for national unity 

and usher in a social revolution to make our country strong. In the 

ultimate analysis, the strength of the country does not lie in its 

material wealth alone. It requires people like Mahatma Gandhi, 

Jawaharlal Nehru and Rabindranath Tagore. It requires the force of 

character and moral strength. I appeal to our young men to inculcate 

discipline in them discipline and work for the unity and advancement 

of the nation”.  

 His stress on character and moral strength acquire special 

significance today, when we see all-round degeneration of values in 

various fields. 

 During the Indo-Pakistan war in 1965, Shastri gave the immortal 

slogan, “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan,” which continues to inspire every 

Indian even today. During his prime ministerial tenure, which 

unfortunately was cut short by his untimely death, Shastri boosted 

the morale of the nation by leading India to victory over Pakistan.  

 His vision for self-sufficiency in foodgrains led to sowing the seeds of 

the Green Revolution, and promotion of the White Revolution. The 



 

 

country owes it to him in no small measure that we are self-sufficient 

in foodgrains production today. During his speech at the 83rd death 

anniversary of Swami Dayanand Saraswati in Delhi on October 24, 

1965, he said: “The nation cannot afford to relax. It is difficult to say 

what the future holds for us. Pakistan had not yet given up her policy 

of aggression. The duty of the nation is therefore clear. The country’s 

defences have to be strengthened. The people should spare no efforts 

to strengthen the defences. Side-by-side, food production has to be 

increased. Food self-sufficiency is as important as a strong defence 

system. It was for this reason that I raised the slogan, ‘Jai Jawan, Jai 

Kisan’. The kisan is as much a soldier as the Jawan”. Many years 

later, former Prime Minister A B Vajpayee added “Jai Vigyan” to 

Shastras slogan in order to hail achievements of Indian scientists. 

 Although he was wedded to the principles of peace, Shastri showed 

that he was made of sterner mettle when it came to protecting India’s 

unity and integrity.  

 His response was swift and decisive in ordering the Indian armed 

forces to retaliate against Pakistan’s unprovoked aggression. 

 Shastras love for the motherland was evident when he responded to 

Mahatma Gandhi’s call to join the Non-Cooperation Movement at the 

young age of 16. I would like to mention an incident from his life 

which showed him to be a man of deeds. Before appealing to the 

countrymen to skip one meal a week in the wake of the foodgrain 

shortage, he implemented the measure at his house. His appeal had 

an electrifying impact and many households across the country 

responded positively to his call. 



 

 

 His humane quality was reflected in another instance. As Uttar 

Pradesh’s Minister of Police and Transport, he ordered that the police 

should use water jets instead of lathis to control unruly crowds. The 

fact that Shastri was the first transport minister to open the post of 

bus conductors to women showed how forward-looking he was. His 

visionary outlook is reflected in the observations he had made at a 

rural projects meet in Delhi in 1964. “We must inject new elements in 

the services.  

 Let us introduce professors, economists, teachers, engineers and 

others, even outsiders, so that there is some freshness, a real 

exchange of views, a meeting of different approaches,” he said.  

 Perhaps, the government’s decision to open 10 senior civil services 

positions for lateral entry is in line with this philosophy. 

 The present times require every Indian to emulate the simplicity, 

humility, humanism, austerity, hard work, dedication and 

nationalism displayed by the unassuming second prime minister of 

India. Following his ideals would be a fitting tribute to him on his 

birth anniversary.  

 Along with Jawaharlal Nehru, the nation must always remember the 

contributions of leaders such as Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, B R 

Ambedkar, Lal Bahadur Shastri and Syama Prasad Mookerjee in 

independent India. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

45th anniversary of the Chipko movement 

 

Google commemorated the 45th anniversary of the Chipko 

movement, the non-violent agitation of 1970 aimed at protection and 

conservation of trees, with a doodle. 

Background of the Movement: 

 The uprising against the felling of trees and maintaining the 

ecological balance originated in Uttar Pradesh’s Chamoli district (now 

Uttarakhand) in 1973 and in no time spilled onto other states in north 

India.  

 The name of the movement ‘Chipko’ comes from the word ’embrace’, 

as the villagers hugged the trees and encircled them to prevent being 

hacked. However, not many people know that the original Chipko 

aandolan dates back to the 18th century and were started by 

Rajasthan’s Bishnoi community.  

 The incident has been etched in the annals of history for the sacrifice 

of a group of villagers, who led by a lady named Amrita Devi, laid 

down their lives while protecting trees from being felled on the orders 

of the King of Jodhpur.  

 After this incident, the king, in a royal decree, banned cutting of trees 

in all Bishnoi villages. 

Modern Chipko movement 



 

 

 The trigger for the modern Chipko movement was the growth in 

development that Uttar Pradesh witnessed following the 1963 China 

border conflict.  

 The need for infrastructural development attracted many foreign 

logging companies, who were eyeing the state’s vast forest resources.  

 However, the forests were the lifeblood of the villagers and they relied 

on it for both food and fuel. In 1970, widespread floods inundated the 

area and were attributed to the mismanagement due to commercial 

logging.  

 It was then that environmentalist and Gandhian social activist Chandi 

Prasad Bhatt, founder of the cooperative organisation Dasholi Gram 

Swarajya Sangh, led the first Chipko movement near the village of 

Mandal in 1973.  

 The villagers, who were denied access to a piece of land due to 

government policy, were enraged after learning that it was given to a 

sporting goods manufacturer. 

 

 

 

 

Maikarnika, the legendary queen of Jhansi 

 



 

 

Maikarnika or Manu Bai is the maiden name of Rani Laxmibai. She 

was born in November 1828 at Varanasi to a family of Maharashtrian 

Brahmins.  

 Her rise to the peak of Indian historical glory, however, begins only 

after she gets married to the Maharaja of Jhansi, Raja Gangadhar Rao 

Newalkar and is renamed Laxmibai. 

 The legendary status attached to Laxmibai revolves around the 1857 

revolt, in which she is known to have played a very active role. 

Popularly considered to be a turning point in the long history of 

British rule in India, the 1857 revolt is perhaps one of the most 

written about moments of modern Indian history.  

 Heated debates have taken place over the years regarding whether it 

can be considered a case of sepoy mutiny or whether it marked the 

first phase of the Indian independence movement.  

 Laxmibai’s role in this context emerges as pivotal, both because she 

was a native who actively coordinated efforts to defeat the British, 

and more so because she was a woman whose heroism was as usual 

peppered with elements of feminine honour. 

1857 Revolt: 

 The decade preceding the 1857 revolt, the British had annexed a 

number of princely states as part of the policy of “lapse”.  

 As per the policy, the British could take control over those states in 

which the ruler died without a natural heir.  

 Jhansi was one such case in which the Maharaja had died and Rani 

Laxmibai was left with her adopted son Damodar Rao, who could not 



 

 

be enthroned on account of the British policy. The annexation of 

these states by the British was widely resented by the Indian rulers as 

is evident from the memoirs of Laxmibai. 

 The Rani’s involvement in the 1857 revolt needs to be located in 

context of the annexation of Jhansi. 

 Whether it was a case of nationalist uprising or that of a ruler 

protecting her territory has been debated by historians for years. Also, 

debated is the extent and nature of her role in the massacre of 

Englishmen.  

 What is certain though, is the fact that from late March to June 1858, 

she was fiercely involved in battle in the forts of Jhansi, Kalpi and 

Gwalior, where she died fighting. 

 

 

 

‘Attingal Revolt’ of 1721 

 

 A section of historians in Kerala  disputed the Centre’s move to 

announce Odisha’s 1817 Paika Rebellion as the “First War of 

Independence”, saying various uprisings against foreign powers had 

occurred in the southern State much before it, but never got due 

recognition. 

 They said the coastal State had witnessed a number of minor and 

major struggles against foreign powers even before the 1857 Sepoy 



 

 

Mutiny, which has so far been regarded as the first war of Indian 

Independence. 

 A few among the historians wanted the tag of first war of 

independence for “Attingal Revolt”, an agitation by locals in the then 

princely State of Venad against the English East India Company in 

1721 over the latter’s arrogant approach and unjust measures that 

they tried to implement in the land. 

 As many as 133 English East India Company soldiers were killed 

during the revolt which according to State historians was the first 

organised uprising against the foreign powers in the country. 

 The struggles led by legendary king of Malabar, Kerala Varma 

Pazhassi Raja who locked horns with the British during the period 

1795-1805, the strike by Nair Brigade in Travancore in 1804 and the 

agitation led by Travancore Diwan (prime minister) Veluthampy 

Dalwai in 1809 were some of the uprisings against foreign powers 

witnessed by the State. 

 The fight of 16th century naval captain Kunjali Marakkars against the 

Portuguese forces was also prominent among them, they added. 

 History Protection Council, a State-based outfit, is planning to submit 

a memorandum to the State government to press the Centre to 

declare the “Attingal Revolt” as the first freedom struggle of the 

country instead of Paika Bidroha. 

 According to historians, Paikas, the peasant militia under the 

Gajapati rulers of Odisha who rendered military service to the king 

during the times of war, had rebelled against the British rule under 

the leadership of Baxi Jagandhu Bidyadhara as early as 1817. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paikas of Odisha 

 

President Ram Nath Kovind on December 8 laid the foundation stone 

for a memorial to mark 200 years of the Paika Rebellion, an uprising 

against colonial rule that predates the rebellion of the sepoys in 1857, 

and is sometimes described as the first war of independence. 

 The Paika Memorial will come up in a 10-acre plot at the bottom of 

Brunei Hill in Odisha’s Khurda district. 

Did the Paikas lead India’s “first war of independence”? 

 Through the 19th century, on either side of the great revolt of 1857, 

India’s vast rural areas were alive with discontent that periodically 

manifested itself in resistance against old inequities and new 

hardships. These uprisings coincided with the military expansion of 

the British East India Company inside India, and forced disruptions 

in existing social relations in peasant and tribal communities. 



 

 

 Because these expressions of discontent coincided with traditional 

society coming into contact with European colonialists and 

missionaries, the uprisings are seen as expressions of resistance 

against colonial rule. 

 This is the reason why several recent descriptions of the Paika 

Rebellion in Odisha’s Khurda in 1817 have referred to it as the 

“original” first war of Indian Independence 

So who were the Paikas, and why did they rise in revolt? 

 The Paikas (pronounced “paiks”, literally ‘foot soldiers’), were a class 

of military retainers had been recruited since the 16th century by 

kings in Odisha from a variety of social groups to render martial 

services in return for hereditary rent-free land (knish-kar Jagirs) and 

titles. 

 The advent of the British and establishment of colonial rule brought 

new land revenue settlements, which led to the Paikas losing their 

estates. 

 Before and after the revolt of the Paikas in Khurda came risings in 

Paralakhemundi (1799-1814), Ghumusar (1835-36) and Angul (1846-

47); the rebellion of Kondhs in Kalahandi (1855); and the Sabara 

Rebellion of 1856-57, again in Paralakhemundi. 

 “Many of these [uprisings in Odisha] were led by propertied sections 

whose position was undermined by colonial interventions. 

Nevertheless, they mobilised large sections of peasants, tribals and 

outcastes against the British. These sections had been angered by the 

disruptions and dislocations caused by the colonial agrarian 

settlements which had seriously interfered with their lives and 



 

 

undermined their existence,” Biswamoy Pati, former professor of 

history at the University of Delhi and an authority on peasant 

movements in Odisha, wrote in a June 2007 paper. 

 

How exactly did colonialism trigger discontent in Odisha? 

 Colonialism formally entered Odisha in September 1803. Colonel 

Harcourt marched virtually unchallenged from Madras to Puri, and 

faced only feeble Maratha opposition onward to Cuttack. 

 The following year, the British razed Khurda’s Barunei fort by 

cannon, arrested the king, Gajapati Mukund Dev II, and banished 

him to Puri. Over the next several years, as the British went about 

introducing new revenue settlements in Odisha, several of the 

original Odia proprietors faced ruin, and land was transferred to 

ruthless Bengali absentee landlords, often for a pittance. 

 The British changed the currency system, demanding revenue 

payments in rupees, which increased pressure on dispossessed, 

marginal tribals. These sections had to cope with greater demands 

from landlords who now had to pay taxes in silver. 

 As silver became costlier during the closing years of the 18th century 

and the early years of the 19th century, the poorest sections of the 

tribals and untouchable castes struggled to pay more cowries and/or 

grain to match the higher price of the metal. 

 The British control over salt — which had pre-1803-4 origins, but was 

extended to coastal Orissa in 1814 — also meant increased hardship 



 

 

for the people in the hills. There is evidence of raids on boats of salt 

agents near Puri during this period. 

 

What happened during the rebellion of the Paikas? 

 In 1817, some 400 Kondhs descended from the Ghumusar area to rise 

in revolt against the British. Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar 

Mohapatra Bharamarbar Rai, the highest-ranking military general of 

Mukund Dev II, and erstwhile holder of the lucrative Rodanga estate, 

led an army of Paikas to join the uprising of the Kondhs. 

 The Paikas set fire to government buildings in Banapur, killed 

policemen and looted the treasury and the British salt agent’s ship 

docked on the Chilika. 

 They then proceeded to Khurda and killed several British officials. 

Over the next few months, the Paikas fought bloody battles at several 

places, but the colonial army gradually crushed the revolt. 

 Bakshi Jagabandhu escaped to the jungles, and stayed out of reach of 

the British until 1825, when he finally surrendered under negotiated 

terms. 

 

 

 

The Age of Conflict (1000 - 1200 AD) 

 



 

 

Alaptgin: The Samanid Empire ruler by people of Iranian descent in areas 

of Transoxiana, Kharasan and Parts of Iran had many Turkish slaves who 

acted as governors one such Turkish slave who rose to the position of a 

Samanid governor was Alaptgin. He in course of time established and 

idnependet kingdom with its capital as Ghazni. The Samanid kingdom soon 

ended and the Ghanznavids took over the task of defending the Islamic 

lands form the Central Asian tribesmen. Alaptgin alos came into conflict 

with the Hindushahi rulers who ruled in areas of Afghanistan to Punjab 

with their capital at Walihind (Ohinda). 

Mahmud (998 - 1030): Mahmud ws the son of Alaptgin. He oraganized 

sout defence against the central Asian Turkish tribal invades. He was 

closely associated with the renaissance of the Iranian spirit. A high point of 

Iranian renaissance was Firdausi’s shah namah. Firdausi was a court poet 

of Mahmud of Ghazni. He made 17 raids into India. His task was made easy 

due to political  uncertainty  in north India following the break-up of the 

Gurjara-Pratihara empire. Mahmud took the offensive against the 

Hindushahi Kings. He fought against the combined armies of the 

Hindushahi ruler jayapala and the muslim rulers of Multan who supported 

Jayapala. Mahmud defeated them in 1001 AD, Jayapala felt humiliated and 

killed himself upon which Anandapala, his son succeeded him to the 

throne. 

Masud: The rise of the Seljuk empire, which included Syria Trans-oxiana 

and Iran following the death of Mahmud  meant that it came in conflict 

with Masud, the son  of Mahmud for control of Khurasan and in a battle 

Masud was defeated and he fled to Lahore for refuge. The Ghaznavid 

empire now shrank to the Punjab. They continued to make plundering raids 

into the Gangetic valley and Rajputana, but they did not pose a serious 



 

 

military danger to India. Simultaneously, a number of states arose in north 

India which could counter the Ghaznavid raids. 

 

The Rajput States 

With the break-up of Pratihara-Gurjara empire, a number of Rajput states 

came into existence in north India among them were. 

 The Tomars of Delhi 

 The Chauhans of Ajmer 

 The Parmaras of Malwa 

 The Chandellas of bundelkhand 

 The Kalchuris of Jabalpur 

 The Gahadavalas of Kannauj 

 The Senas of Bengal 

The Rajput states wanted to grow at the expense of the neighbouring states 

which led to rivalries which made it impossible for the rajputs to oust the 

Ghaznavids from the Punjab. In fact the Ghaznavids felt strong enough to 

make raids even upto Ujjain. 

 

 

 

Chapekar Brothers (1897) 

 



 

 

First political assassination of a British officer in India post 1857 Revolt, 

Brothers Damodar, Balkrishna and Vasu deo Chapekar shot at WC Rand, 

ICS, Chairman of the Special Plague Committee in 1897. Rand’s military 

escort Lieutenant Ayerst died on the spot whereas Rand died a few days 

later due to wounds. The brothers were against the atrocities committed by 

the British authorities under Rand during the plague epidemic in Pune. 

 The government in order to curb the spread of the epidemic ended up 

harassing Indians and employing extreme measures. 

 All the three brothers were hanged for the assassination. 

 

 

 

Alipore Bomb Conspiracy Case (1908) 

 

It is Also called Muraripukur conspiracy or Manicktolla bomb 

conspiracy. 

 Douglas Kingsford was an unpopular British Chief Magistrate who 

was the target of the bomb thrown at Muzaffarpur (Northern Bihar). 

 Unfortunately, the carriage at which the bomb was targeted contained 

two English ladies and not Kingsford. The two women died in the 

attack. 

 Revolutionaries who threw the bomb were Prafulla Chaki and 

Khudiram Bose. 



 

 

 Chaki committed suicide while Bose, then only 18 years of age, was 

caught and sentenced to death by hanging. 

 The other people who were tried in the case were Aurobindo Ghosh 

and his brother Barin Ghosh, Kanailal Dutt, Satyendranath Bose and 

more than 30 others. 

 They were all members of the Anushilan Samiti in Calcutta. 

 Aurobindo Ghosh was acquitted due to lack of evidence and others 

served varying life-terms in prison. 

 

 

Curzon Wyllie's Assassination (1909) 

 

 The India House was an organisation in London involved in the 

freedom struggle of India mainly engaging Indian students in the UK 

as its participants. 

 Patrons of this organisation included Shyamji Krishna Varma and 

Bhikaiji Cama. 

 India House became the centre of revolutionary activities for Indian 

independence outside India. 

 The organisation was liquidated after the assassination of an army 

officer Curzon Wyllie by its member Madan Lal Dhingra in 1909. 

 

 



 

 

Howrah Gang Case (1910) 

 Also known as Howrah-Sibpur Conspiracy case. 

 In this case, 47 revolutionaries associated with the Anushilan Samiti 

were arrested and tried for the murder of Inspector Shamsul Alam. 

 Alam was investigating the revolutionary activities of the Samiti and 

was trying to link and consolidate the murders and robberies into a 

single case. 

 The case brought to light the work of revolutionary Jatindranath 

Mukherjee. 

 Despite attempts, the case could not establish the links, mainly due to 

the decentralised nature of the Samiti. 

 Of all the accused, only Jatindranath Mukherjee and Narendranath 

Bhattacharjee were sentenced to one year imprisonment. 

 

 

 

Delhi-Lahore Conspiracy Case (1912) 

 Also known as the Delhi Conspiracy Case. 

 This was an assassination attempt on Lord Hardinge, the then 

Viceroy of India. 

 The revolutionaries were led by Rashbehari Bose. 



 

 

 A homemade bomb was thrown into the viceroy’s howdah (elephant-

carriage) during a ceremonial procession in Delhi. The occasion was 

the transfer of the British capital from Calcutta to Delhi. 

 Lord Hardinge was injured while an Indian attendant was killed. 

 Bose escaped being caught whereas a few others were convicted for 

their roles in the conspiracy. 

 

Kakori Conspiracy (1925) 

 This was a case of a train robbery that occurred near Kakori in Uttar 

Pradesh. 

 The attack was led by youth of the Hindustan Republican Association 

(later renamed Hindustan Socialist Republican Association) 

including Ram Prasad Bismil, Ashfaqulla Khan, Chandrashekhar 

Azad, Rajendra Lahiri, Thakur Roshan Singh and others. 

 It was believed that the train carried money bags belonging to the 

British government. 

 One person was killed during the robbery. 

 The revolutionaries were arrested and tried in court. 

 Bismil, Khan, Lahiri and Roshan Singh were sentenced to death. 

Others were sentenced to deportation or imprisonment. 

 

 

Chittagong Armoury Raid (1930) 



 

 

 Also known as Chittagong Uprising. 

 This was an attempt by revolutionaries to raid the police armoury and 

the auxiliary forces armoury from Chittagong (now in Bangladesh). 

 They were led by Surya Sen. Others involved were Ganesh Ghosh, 

Lokenath Bal, Pritilata Waddedar, Kalpana Dutta, Ambika 

Chakraborty, Subodh Roy, etc. 

 The raiders were not able to locate any arms but were able to cut 

telephone and telegraph wires. 

 After the raid, Sen hoisted the Indian flag at the police armoury. 

 Many of the revolutionaries involved escaped but some were caught 

and tried. 

 The government came down heavily on the revolutionaries. Many 

were sentenced to imprisonment, deported to the Andaman, and 

Surya Sen was sentenced to death by hanging. Sen was brutally 

tortured by the police before he was hanged. 

 

 

Central Assembly Bomb Case (1929) & Lahore Conspiracy Case 

(1931) 

 Revolutionaries Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt sought to draw 

attention to their revolution by throwing a bomb along with leaflets in 

the Assembly House at Delhi. 

 They did not attempt to escape and were arrested and jailed for the 

act. 



 

 

 Their intention was not to hurt anyone but to popularise their 

revolutionary activities and philosophy. 

 Bhagat Singh was re-arrested in connection with the murder of a 

British police officer, JP Saunders. This case was called the Lahore 

Conspiracy Case. 

 Saunders was killed mistakenly as the real target was another police 

officer, James Scott, who was responsible for the lathi charge that 

killed Lala Lajpat Rai. 

 Others involved in this killing were Sukhdev, Rajguru and 

Chandrashekhar Azad. 

 They were all members of the Hindustan Socialist Republican 

Association. 

 While in prison, Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev along with other 

political prisoners went on a hunger strike to demand better 

conditions of prisoners in the jails. 

 After the trial, all three were sentenced and executed by hanging in 

March 1931. Azad was martyred the same year in February in a gun 

battle with the police in a park in Allahabad. 

 

 

 

Harsha (Reign: 606 A.D to 647 A.D.) 

 Harshavardhana was born in 590 AD to King Prabhakaravardhana of 

Sthaneshvara (Thanesar, Haryana). 



 

 

 He belonged to the Pushyabhuti also called Vardhana dynasty. 

 He was a Hindu who later embraced Mahayana Buddhism. 

 He was married to Durgavati. 

 He had a daughter and two sons. His daughter married a king of 

Vallabhi whereas his sons were killed by his own minister. 

Rise to the throne 

 After Prabhakaravardhana died, his elder son Rajyavardhana 

ascended to the throne of Thanesar. 

 Harsha had a sister, Rajyashri who was married to king Grahavarman 

of Kannauj. Sasanka, the Gauda king killed Grahavarman and kept 

Rajyashri prisoner. This prompted Rajyavardhana to fight against 

Sasanka. But Sasanka killed Rajyavardhana. 

 This led the 16-year old Harshavardhana to ascend the throne of 

Thanesar in 606 AD. 

 He vowed to avenge his brother’s murder and also rescue his sister. 

 For this, he forged an alliance with Bhaskaravarman, the Kamarupa 

king. Harsha and Bhaskaravarman marched against Sasanka. 

Ultimately, Sasanka left for Bengal and Harsha became the king of 

Kannauj also. 

Empire of Harsha 

 On acquiring Kannauj, Harsha united the two kingdoms of Thanesar 

and Kannauj. 

 He moved his capital to Kannauj. 



 

 

 After the fall of the Guptas, North India was divided into many small 

kingdoms. 

 Harsha was able to unite many of them under his command. He had 

under his control Punjab and central India. After Sasanka’s death, he 

annexed Bengal, Bihar and Odisha. 

 He also defeated the Vallabhi king in Gujarat. (The Vallabhi king and 

Harsha came to a truce by a marriage between Harsha’s daughter and 

the Vallabhi king Dhruvabhata.) 

 However, Harsha’s plans to conquer lands to the south were 

hampered when the Chalukya king, Pulakesin II defeated Harsha in 

618-619 A.D. This sealed Harsha’s southern territorial limit as the 

Narmada River. 

 There were two types of territories under Harsha. One was directly 

under him and the other type was those that were feudatories. 

1. Direct territories: Central Provinces, Bengal, Kalinga, 

Rajputana, Gujarat 

2. Feudatories: Jalandhar, Kashmir, Kamarupa, Sind, Nepal 

 Even the feudatories were under the tight command of Harsha. 

Harsha’s reign marked the beginning of feudalism in India. 

 Hiuen Tsang visited India during Harsha’s reign. He has given a very 

favourable account of king Harsha and his empire. He praises his 

generosity and justice. 

 Harsha was a great patron of the arts. He himself was an 

accomplished writer. He is credited with the Sanskrit works 

Ratnavali, Priyadarshika and Nagananda. 



 

 

 Banabhatta was his court poet and he composed the Harshacharita 

which gives an account of Harsha’s life and deeds. 

 Harsha generously supported the Nalanda University. 

 He had a good tax structure. 1/4th of all the taxes collected were used 

for charity and for cultural purposes. 

 Harsha was a competent military conqueror and an able 

administrator. 

 Harsha was the last king to rule over a vast empire in India before the 

invasions by the Muslims. 

Harsha’s death 

 Harsha died in 647 AD after ruling for 41 years. 

 Since he died without any heirs, his empire disintegrated very soon 

after his death. 

 

Gupta Empire 

Origins 

 The Gupta Empire rose to prominence in 320 AD and spread to large 

parts of northern India, central and small parts of southern India. 

 The founder of the Gupta dynasty is Sri Gupta. 

 The original homeland of the Guptas is not known for certain. But 

they might have originated from Bengal. Some scholars think they are 

from Prayaga (Allahabad in UP). 

 They are thought to be either Brahmins or Vaishyas. 



 

 

 

Early kings 

 The first ruler was Sri Gupta (reign from 240 AD to 280 AD). 

 He was succeeded by his son Ghatotkacha (reign: 280 – 319 AD). 

 Both Sri Gupta and Ghatotkacha are mentioned as Maharaja in 

inscriptions. 

Chandragupta I (Reign: 320 – 335 AD) 

 Was the son of Ghatotkacha. 

 Acquired the strategically important Magadha kingdom on marriage 

to a Lichchhavi princess Kumaradevi. 

 He extended his kingdom through conquests. His territory extended 

from the Ganges River to Prayaga by 321 AD. 

 He issued coins in the joint names of his queen and himself. 

 He assumed the title of Maharajadhiraja (great king of kings). 

 He was successful in building a small principality into a great 

kingdom. 

 He is considered the first great king of the Gupta Empire. 

Samudragupta (Reign: 335 – 380 AD) 

 Son of Chandragupta I and Kumaradevi. 

 Was a military genius and was successful in adding many territories 

into the Gupta Empire. 

 The Allahabad inscription describes his bravery as composed by his 

court poet, Harisena. There it is said that he defeated nine kings of 



 

 

the Ganges Valley, twelve kings from the southern region and 

eighteen forest tribes. 

 His region extended from the Himalayas in the north to the Krishna 

and Godavari Rivers in the south; and from Balkh (Afghanistan) in 

the west to Brahmaputra River in the east. 

 He was a follower of Vaishnavite Hinduism but was tolerant of other 

faiths. He gave permission to the king of Sri Lanka, Meghavarna to 

build a monastery in Bodh Gaya. 

 He was also called “Indian Napoleon” by art historian Vincent Smith. 

 He also performed Ashvamedha sacrifice. Hence, one of his coins 

refers to him as “the restorer of Ashvamedha.” 

 He was also called “Kaviraja” since he composed verses. 

Chandragupta II (Reign: 380 – 418 AD) 

 Son of Samudragupta and his queen Dattadevi. 

 He was also known as ‘Vikramaditya’. 

 He further annexed territories including Saurashtra which gave him 

the western coastline. 

 He used matrimonial alliances to expand his kingdom. He established 

matrimonial alliances with the Nagas and the Vakatakas. He gave his 

daughter Prabhapavatigupta in marriage to Vakataka ruler of 

Maharashtra Rudrasena II. 

 He also annexed three Satrapa kingdoms and assumed the title Sakari 

(destroyer of the Sakas). He defeated the Saka king Rudrasimha III 

thus acquiring Saurashtra and Kathiawar. 



 

 

 Through the western ports, the kingdom’s prosperity grew through 

trade links with Roman Empires. 

 After East and West India, Chandragupta II defeated northern rulers 

also like the Hunas, Kambojas, Kiratas, etc. 

 He was a brilliant conqueror and an able administrator as well. 

 Like his father, he was a Vaishnavite but was tolerant of other 

religions. 

 His other names (as mentioned in coins) include Vikrama, 

Devagupta, Devaraja, Simhavikrama, Vikramaditya Sakari, etc. 

 His court had nine jewels or Navaratnas, nine people eminent in 

various fields of art, literature and science. This included the great 

Sanskrit poet Kalidasa, Harisena, Amarasimha (lexicographer) and 

Dhanvantari (physician). 

 Fa-Hien, a Buddhist from China visited India during his reign. He 

records the prosperity of the Gupta Empire. 

Other Gupta rulers 

 Chandragupta II was succeeded by his son Kumaragupta I. He ruled 

till 455 AD. 

 Kumaragupta I was the founder of the Nalanda University. He was 

also called Shakraditya. 

 The last great king of the Gupta dynasty, Skandagupta was the son of 

Kumaragupta I. He was able to repulse an attack by the Hunas but 

this strained his empire’s coffers. 

 The Gupta Empire declined after the death of Skandagupta in 467 

AD. 



 

 

 He was followed by many successors. 

 The last recognised king of the Gupta line was Vishnugupta who 

reigned from 540 to 550 AD. 

 

 

History of Pallavas 

Origins 

 The origins of the Pallavas are shrouded in mystery. There are several 

theories propounded by historians. 

 Some historians say they are a branch of the Pahlavas of the Parthians 

who moved to the South. 

 Some say they are an indigenous dynasty that arose within the 

Southern region and were a mix of various tribes. 

 Some experts believe them to be of Naga origin who first settled 

around the Tondaimandalam region near Madras. 

 Another theory says that they are descendent from a Chola prince and 

a Naga princess of Manipallavam (an island off Jaffna, Sri Lanka). 

 Some others are of the opinion that the Pallavas were feudatories of 

the Satavahanas. 

 The first Pallava kings ruled during the beginning of the 4th century 

AD. By the 7th century AD, there were three kingdoms in southern 

India vying for supremacy namely the Chalukyas of Badami, the 

Pandyas of Madurai and the Pallavas of Kanchipuram. 



 

 

  

 

  

Extent 

 The Pallava capital was Kanchipuram. 

 Their territories at the height of their powers extended from northern 

part of Andhra Pradesh to River Kaveri in the South. 

 During the seventh century, the Cholas were reduced to a marginal 

state by the authority of the Pallavas. 

 Vatapi (Badami) was occupied by the Pallava king Narasimhavarman 

who defeated the Chalukyas. 



 

 

 The Kalabhra uprising was crushed by the Pandyas, Chalukyas and 

the Pallavas jointly. The Kalabhras were protesting against the 

numerous land grants (Brahamadeya) to Brahmanas made by the 

Brahmanic rulers of the three dynasties. 

  

Sivaskanda Varman 

 Greatest among the early rulers. Ruled in the beginning of the 4th 

century AD. 

 Performed Ashwamedha and other Vedic sacrifices. 

  

Simhavarman/Simhavishnu (Reign: 575 AD – 600 AD) 

 Was a Buddhist. 

 Included Sri Lanka in his kingdom. 

 Defeated the contemporary Tamil ruler. Pallava history assumes a 

definite character from this ruler onwards. 

  

Mahendravarman (Reign: 600 AD – 630 AD) 

 Succeeded Simhavishnu who was his father. 

 He was a poet and composed Vichitrachita and Mahavilasa 

Prahasana. 

 He introduced rock cut temple architecture. 

 Was a Jain who converted to Saivism. 



 

 

 Had on-going rivalry and battles with Pulakesin II of Chalukya 

dynasty. 

 Mahendravarman died in battle with the Chalukyas. He was an able 

and efficient ruler. 

  

Narasimhavarman I (630 AD – 668 AD) 

 Son and successor of Mahendravarman. 

 Considered the greatest of the Pallavas. Also called Narasimhavarman 

Mahamalla/Mamalla. 

 Defeated and killed Pulakesin II in 642 AD. He took control of Vatapi, 

the Chalukya capital and assumed the title ‘Vatapikonda’. 

 Also vanquished the Cholas, Cheras and the Pandyas. 

 He sent a naval expedition to Sri Lanka and reinstated the Sinhalese 

Prince Manivarma. 

 He founded the city of Mamallapuram or Mahabalipuram which is 

named after him. 

 Hiuen Tsang visited the Pallava kingdom during his reign in about 

640 AD and he describes the people living in his kingdom as happy. 

 He also says there was an abundance of agricultural products. 

 Great Nayannar saints like Appar, Tirugnanasambandar and 

Siruthondar lived during his reign. 

 He was succeeded by his son Mahendravarman II who ruled from 

668 to 670 AD. 

  



 

 

Later rulers 

 After Mahendravarman II, his son Parameswaravarman became the 

king. 

 During his rule, Kanchipuram was occupied by the Chalukyas. 

 Nripatunga was an important king who defeated a Pandya king. 

 There were a few other rulers. The last ruler of the Pallava dynasty 

was Aparajitavarman who was killed in battle with the Cholas. 

 

 

 

Magadha Empire  

The four Mahajanapadas – Magadha, Kosala, Avanti and Vatsa were vying 

for supremacy from the 6th century BC to the 4th century BC. Finally, 

Magadha emerged victorious and was able to gain sovereignty. It became 

the most powerful state in ancient India. Magadha is situated in modern 

Bihar. Jarasandha, who was a descendant of Brihadratha founded the 

empire in Magadha. Both are talked about in the Mahabharata. 

Haryanka Dynasty 

The first important and powerful dynasty in Magadha. 

Bimbisara (558 BC – 491 BC)  

 Son of Bhattiya. 

 He ruled over Magadha from 544 BC to 493 BC. 



 

 

 Contemporary and follower of the Buddha. Was also said to be an 

admirer of Mahavira. 

 Had his capital at Girivraja (Rajgir). 

 Also known as Sreniya. 

 Was the first king to have a standing army. 

 He started the practice of using matrimonial alliances to strengthen 

his political position. 

 He had three wives: Kosaladevi (King of Kosala’s daughter and the 

sister of Prasenjit), Chellana (daughter of the Lichchavi chief of 

Vaisali) and Khema (daughter of the king of Modra, Punjab). 

 He followed a policy of conquest and expansion. Most notable 

conquest by Bimbisara was that of Anga. 

 He had an effective and excellent administrative system. The officers 

occupying high posts were divided into three – executive, military and 

judicial. 

Ajatasatru (492 BC - 460 BC) 

 Son of Bimbisara and Chellana. 

 He killed his father and became ruler. 

 Embraced Buddhism. 

 He convened the First Buddhist Council at Rajagriha just after the 

death of Buddha in 483 BC. 

 Won wars against Kosala and Vaishali. 

Udayin  



 

 

 Son of Ajatasatru. 

 Shifted the capital to Pataliputra (Patna). 

 Last of the major Haryanka rulers. 

 Succeeded by three kings – Aniruddha, Manda and Nagadasaka. 

Sisunaga Dynasty 

According to Sri Lankan chronicles, the people of Magadha revolted during 

the reign of Nagadasaka and placed an amatya (minister) named Sisunaga 

as king. 

Sisunaga  

 Was the viceroy of Kasi before becoming king of Magadha. 

 Capital was at Girivaraja. 

 He annexed Avanti and brought an end to the long rivalry between 

Magadha and Avanti. 

 Later shifted the capital to Vaishali. 

Kalasoka  

 Son of Sisunaga. 

 Kalasoka shifted the capital to Pataliputra. 

 He conducted the Second Buddhist Council at Vaishali. 

 He was killed in a palace revolution that brought the Nanda dynasty 

to the throne. 

Nanda Dynasty 



 

 

This was the first non-Kshatriya dynasty. The first ruler was Mahapadma 

Nanda who usurped the throne of Kalasoka. 

Mahapadma Nanda  

 He is called the “first historical emperor of India.” 

 He murdered Kalasoka to become the king. 

 His origins are not clear. As per the Puranas, he was the son of the 

last Sisunaga king from a Sudra woman. As per some Jain texts and 

Greek writer Curtius, he was the son of a barber and a courtesan. 

 His reign lasted for twenty eight years from 367 BC to 338 BC. 

 He is also called “Sarva Kashtriyantaka” (destroyer of all the 

kshatriyas) and “Ekrat”. 

 The empire grew under his reign. It ran from the Kuru country in the 

north to the Godavari Valley in the south and from Magadha in the 

east to Narmada on the west. 

 He conquered many kingdoms including Kalinga. 

Dhana Nanda 

 He was the last Nanda ruler. 

 He is referred to as Agrammes or Xandrames in Greek texts. 

 Alexander invaded North-Western India during his reign; but he 

could not proceed towards the Gangetic plains because of his army’s 

refusal. 



 

 

 He inherited a huge empire from his father. He possessed a standing 

army of 200,000 infantry, 20,000 cavalry, 3000 elephants and 2000 

chariots. He became a powerful ruler because of this. 

 He is said to be one of the 8 or 9 sons of Mahapadma Nanda. 

 He became unpopular with his subjects owing to an oppressive way of 

extorting taxes. Also, his Sudra origins and an anti-kshatriya policy 

led to a large number of enemies. 

 Finally he was overthrown by Chandragupta Maurya along with 

Chanakya, which led to the foundations of the Maurya Empire in 

Magadha. 

 Geographical factors 

 Magadha was located on the upper and lower parts of the Gangetic 

valley. 

 It was located on the main land route between west and east India. 

 The area had fertile soil. It also received enough rainfall. 

 Magadha was encircled by rivers on three sides, the Ganga, Son and 

Champa making the region impregnable to enemies. 

 Both Rajgir and Pataliputra were located in strategic positions. 

Economic factors  

 Magadha had huge copper and iron deposits. 

 Because of its location, it could easily control trade. 

 Had a large population which could be used for agriculture, mining, 

building cities and in the army. 



 

 

 General prosperity of the people and the rulers. 

 The mastery over Ganga meant economic hegemony. Ganga was 

important for trade in North India. 

 With the annexation of Anga by Bimbisara, river Champa was added 

to the Magadha Empire. Champa was important in the trade with 

South-East Asia, Sri Lanka and South India. 

Cultural factors  

 Magadhan society had an unorthodox character. 

 It had a good mix of Aryan and non-Aryan peoples. 

 Emergence of Jainism and Buddhism led to a revolution in terms of 

philosophy and thought. They enhanced liberal traditions. 

 Society was not so much dominated by the Brahmanas and many 

kings of Magadha were ‘low’ in origins. 

Political factors  

 Magadha was lucky to have many powerful and ambitious rulers. 

 They had strong standing armies. 

 Availability of iron enabled them to develop advanced weaponry. 

 They were also the first kings to use elephants in the army. 

 The major kings also developed a good administrative system. 

 

 



 

 

Edicts of Ashoka  

 

The great Emperor Ashoka, the third monarch of the Maurya dynasty 

converted to Buddhism after witnessing the horrific effects of war in 

Kalinga. He became a champion and patron of Buddhism and strove to 

spread Dhamma throughout his empire and beyond. He erected pillars and 

edicts all over the subcontinent and even in modern-day Afghanistan, 

Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan to spread the Buddha’s word. James 

Prinsep, a British antiquary and colonial administrator was the first person 

to decipher Ashoka’s edicts. These inscriptions are the first tangible 

evidence of Buddhism. 

They were kept in public places and along trade routes so that maximum 

number of people would read them. More than religious discourses, they 

talk about the moral duties of the people, how to conduct life, Ashoka’s 

desire to be a good and benevolent ruler, and about Ashoka’s work towards 

this end. 

These inscriptions can be classified into three:- Pillar edicts, Major 

rock edicts and Minor rock edicts. 

Pillar Edicts 

 There are seven pillar edicts. 

 Two types of stones are used: spotted white sandstone (from 

Mathura) and buff coloured sandstone and quartzite (from 

Amaravati). 

 All the pillars are monoliths (carved out of from stone). 



 

 

 They have been found from different places like Kandahar 

(Afghanistan), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Pakistan), Delhi, Vaishali and 

Champaran (Bihar), Sarnath and Allahabad (Uttar Pradesh), 

Amaravati (Andhra Pradesh), and Sanchi (Madhya Pradesh). 

 Fragments of the same edict are found in different places. 

 Many pillars are as high as 50 feet high and weigh as much as 50 tons. 

 The pillars depict animals such as elephants and lions, and wheels 

and lotuses which are all significant symbols in Buddhism. 

The following table gives the Edict number and what it talks about. 

Edict Talks about 

Pillar 

Edict I 

Ashoka’s principle of protecting his people. 

Pillar 

Edict II 

Dhamma 

Pillar 

Edict III 

Avoiding practices of cruelty, sin, harshness, pride and anger 

among his subjects. 

Pillar 

Edict IV 

Responsibilities of the Rajukas. 

Pillar 

Edict V 

List of animals and birds that should not be killed on certain 

days. Another list which mentions animals that should never be 

killed. 



 

 

Pillar 

Edict VI 

Dhamma policy of the State. 

Pillar 

Edict VII 

Ashoka’s work for fulfilling Dhamma. Tolerance for all sects. 

Major Rock Edicts 

 

There are 14 major rock edicts. 

Ashoka’s major rock edicts 

Edict Talks about 

Major 

Rock 

Edict I 

Prohibits animal slaughter and bans festive gathering. 

Major 

Rock 

Edict II 

Care for man and animals. Mentions the Pandyas, Satyapuras and 

Keralaputras of South India. 

Major 

Rock 

Edict III 

Generosity to Brahmins. About Yuktas, Pradeshikas and Rajukas 

who would go every five years to different parts of his empire to 

spread Dhamma. 

Major 

Rock 

Edict IV 

Dhammaghosha (sound of Dhamma/righteousness) over 

Bherighosha (sound of war). 



 

 

Major 

Rock 

Edict V 

About Dhammamahamatras. Talks about treating slaves right. 

Major 

Rock 

Edict VI 

King’s desire to know about his people’s conditions. About welfare 

measures. 

Major 

Rock 

Edict 

VII 

Tolerance for all religions. 

Major 

Rock 

Edict 

VIII 

Ashoka’s first visit to Bodh Gaya and the Bodhi tree (his first 

Dhamma Yatra). 

Major 

Rock 

Edict IX 

Condemns popular ceremonies. 

Major 

Rock 

Edict X 

Disapproves of the individual’s desire for fame and glory and 

stresses on Dhamma. 

Major 

Rock 

Elaborates on Dhamma. 



 

 

Edict XI 

Major 

Rock 

Edict 

XII 

Tolerance for all religions and sects. 

Major 

Rock 

Edict 

XIII 

Mentions victory over Kalinga. Mentions Ashoka’s Dhamma 

victory over Greek Kings Antiochus of Syria (Amtiyoko), Ptolemy 

of Egypt (Turamaye), Magas of Cyrene (Maka), Antigonus of 

Macedon (Amtikini), Alexander of Epirus (Alikasudaro). Also 

mentions Pandyas, Cholas, etc. 

Major 

Rock 

Edict 

XIV 

Engraving of inscriptions installed in various parts of country. 

Minor Rock Edicts 

 Minor rock edicts are found on 15 rocks across the country and in 

Afghanistan also. 

 Ashoka uses his name only in four of these places namely, Maski, 

Brahmagiri (Karnataka), Gujjara (MP) and Nettur (AP). 

Languages used 

 In eastern part of the empire, Magadhi language in Brahmi script is 

used. (Magadhi is the dialect of Prakrit found in Magadha). 



 

 

 In western parts of the Mauryan Empire, Prakrit in kharoshti script is 

used. 

 Major Rock Edict XIII contains an extract in Greek and Aramaic as 

well. 

  

An example is given below: 

Major Rock Edict VI 

Beloved of the Gods speaks thus: Twelve years after my coronation I 

started to have Dhamma edicts written for the welfare and happiness of 

the people, and so that not transgressing them they might grow in the 

Dhamma. Thinking: “How can the welfare and happiness of the people be 

secured?” I give my attention to my relatives, to those dwelling far, so I 

can lead them to happiness and then I act accordingly. I do the same for 

all groups. I have honoured all religions with various honours. But I 

consider it best to meet with people personally. 

 

 

Jainism - Vardhamana Mahavira 

Origin of Jainism 

 Jainism is a very ancient religion. As per some traditions, it is as old 

as the Vedic religion. 

 The Jain tradition has a succession of great teachers or Tirthankaras. 



 

 

 There were 24 Tirthankaras the last of which was Vardhaman 

Mahavira. 

 The first Tirthankara is believed to be Rishabhanath or Rishabhadev. 

 The 23rd Tirthankara was Parshvanatha who was born in Varanasi. 

He may have lived in the 8th or 7th century BC. 

 All the Tirthankaras were Kshatriyas by birth. 

Vardhaman Mahavira (539- 467 B.C.) 

 Considered the last Tirthankara. 

 He was born at Kundagrama near Vaisali. 

 His parents were Kshatriyas. Father – Siddhartha (Head of Jnatrika 

Clan); Mother – Trishala (Sister of Lichchhavi chief Chetaka). 

(Chetaka’s daughter married Haryanka King Bimbisara). 

 He was married to Yasoda and had a daughter Anojja or 

Priyadarsana. 

 At the age of 30, Vardhaman renounced his home and became a 

wandering ascetic. 

 He also observed self-mortification. 

 After 13 years of penance, he attained the highest spiritual knowledge 

called Kevala Jnan. He attained this at Jimbhikagrama village under a 

sal tree aged 42. This is called Kaivalya. Thereafter, he was called 

Mahavira, Jina, Jitendriya (one who conquered his senses), 

Nigrantha (free from all bonds) and Kevalin. 

 He preached his teachings for 30 years and died at Pava (near 

Rajagriha) aged 72. 



 

 

Causes of the rise of Jainism 

 Vedic religion had become highly ritualistic. 

 Jainism was taught in Pali and Prakrit thus was more accessible to 

the common man as compared to Sanskrit. 

 It was accessible to people of all castes. 

 Varna system had rigidified and people of the lower castes led 

miserable lives. Jainism offered them an honourable place. 

 About 200 years after the death of Mahavira, a great famine in the 

Ganga valley prompted Chandragupta Maurya and Bhadrabahu (last 

Acharya of the undivided Jain sangha) to migrate to Karnataka. 

Jainism spread to Southern India after that. 

Teachings of Jainism 

 Mahavira rejected Vedic principles. 

 He did not believe in God’s existence. According to him, the universe 

is a product of the natural phenomenon of cause and effect. 

 He believed in Karma and transmigration of the soul. The body dies 

but the soul does not. 

 One will be punished or rewarded as per one’s karma. 

 Advocated a life of austerity and non-violence. 

 Stressed on equality but did not reject the caste system, unlike 

Buddhism. But he also said that man may be ‘good’ or ‘bad’ as per his 

actions and not birth. 

 Asceticism was taken to a great length. Starvation, nudity and self-

mortification were expounded. 



 

 

 Two elements of the world: Jiva (conscious) and Atma (unconscious). 

 Triratnas of Jainism: 

1.  

1. Right faith 

2. Right knowledge 

3. Right conduct (observance of five vows) 

1. Ahimsa (non-violence) 

2. Satya (truth) 

3. Asteya (no stealing) 

4. Parigraha (no acquiring property) 

5. Brahmacharya (abstinence) 

Split in Jainism 

 When Bhadrabahu left for South India, Sthulabahu remained in the 

North with his followers. 

 Sthulabahu changed the code of conduct and said that white clothes 

could be worn. Thus, split Jainism into two sects: 

1. Swetambaras: White-clad; Northerners 

2. Digambaras: Sky-clad (naked); Southerners 

Jain Councils 

First council 

 Held at Pataliputra in the 3rd century BC. 

 Presided by Sthulabahu. 

Second Council 



 

 

 Held at Vallabhi in Gujarat in 512 CE. 

 Presided by Devardhigani. 

 12 Angas were compiled here. 

Royal patrons of Jainism 

 

South India 

 Kadamba dynasty 

 Ganga dynasty 

 Amoghavarsha 

 Kumarapala (Chalukya dynasty) 

North India 

 Bimbisara 

 Ajatasatru 

 Chandragupta Maurya 

 Bindusara 

 Kharavela 

 

 

Vijayanagara Empire 

 

The Vijayanagar Empire (1336-1672 A.D.) 



 

 

 

By the end of the Sultanate Period, Multan and Bengal were the first 

territories to break away from the Delhi and declared independent and 

many other territories in the Deccan region rose to power. 

The Vijayanagar Empire (1336-1 672 A.D.) 

 Harihara and Bukka is the founder the Vijayanagar City in 1336 A.D. 

on the southern banks of Tungabhadra 

 They made Hampi as the capital city. 

 They served under Vira Ballala III, the Hoysala King 

Vijayanagar Empire was ruled by four important dynasties and they are: 

1. Sangama 

2. Saluva 

3. Tuluva 

4. Aravidu 

Harihara I 

 In 1336 A.D. Harihara I became the ruler of Sangama Dynasty 

 He captured Mysore and Madurai. 

 In 1356 A.D. Bukka-I succeeded him 

Krishnadeva Raya  (1509-1529 A.D.) 

 Krishnadeva Raya of the Tuluva dynasty was the most famous king of 

the Vijayanagar Empire 



 

 

 According to Domingo Paes a Portuguese traveller “Krishnadeva Raya 

was the most feared and perfect king there could possibly be”. 

Krishnadeva Raya‘s Conquests 

 He conquered Sivasamudram in 1510A.D and Raichur in 1512A.D 

 In 1523 A.D. he captured Orissa and Warangal 

 His empire extended from the river Krishna in the north to River 

Cauvery in the south; Arabian Sea in the west to Bay of Bengal in the 

east 

His Contributions 

 An able administrator. 

 He built large tanks and canals for irrigation. 

 He developed the naval power understanding the vital role of 

overseas trade. 

 He maintained friendly relationship with the Portuguese and Arab 

traders. 

 He increased the revenue of his government. 

 He patronized art and architecture. 

 It was during his period the Vijayanagar Empire reached its zenith of 

glory. 

 Krishnadeva Raya was a great scholar. 

 Ashtadiggajas: A group of eight scholars adorned his court and they 

were: 

1. Allasani Peddanna – the author of Manucharitram, he was also 

known as Andhra Kavitapitamaha 



 

 

2. Nandi Thimmana – the author of Parijathapaharanam 

3. Madayagari Mallana 

4. Dhurjati 

5. Ayyalaraju Ramabhadra Kavi 

6. Pingali Surana 

7. Ramaraja Bhushana 

8. Tenali Ramakrishna 

Battle of Talikota (1 565 A.D.) 

 The successors of Krishnadeva Raya were weak 

 The combined forces of Ahmednagar, Bijapur, Golconda and Bidar 

declared war on Vijayanagar during the rule of Ramaraya 

 Ramaraya was defeated. He and his people were killed mercilessly. 

 Vijayanagar was pillaged and ruined. 

The Glories of the Vijayanagar Empire 

Administration 

 Well-organized administrative system 

 The king was head of all powers in the state. 

 Council of Ministers – to assist the King in the work of 

administration. 

 The Empire was divided into six Provinces. 

 Naik – a Governor who administered each Province. 

 The provinces were divided into districts and the districts were 

further divided into smaller units namely villages. 



 

 

 The village was administered by hereditary officers like accountants, 

watchmen, the weightsmen, and officers in charge of forced labour. 

 Mahanayakacharya: He is an officer and the contact point 

between the villages and the Central administration. 

The Army 

 The army consisted of the infantry, cavalry and elephantry. 

 The commander-in-chief was in charge of the army. 

Revenue Administration 

 Land revenue was the main source of income 

 The land was carefully surveyed and taxes were collected based on the 

fertility of the soil. 

 Major importance was given to agriculture and in building dams and 

canals. 

Judicial Administration 

 The king was the supreme judge. 

 Severe punishments were given for the guilty. 

 Those who violated the law were levied. 

Position of Women 

 Women occupied a high position and took an active part in political, 

social and literary life of the empire. 

 They were educated and trained in wrestling, in the use of various 

weapons of offence and defence, in music and fine arts. 

 Some women also received education of high order. 



 

 

 Nuniz writes that the kings had women astrologers, clerks, 

accountants, guards and wrestlers. 

Social life 

 The society was systemized. 

 Child marriage, polygamy and sati were prevalent. 

 The kings allowed freedom of religion. 

Economic conditions 

 Controlled by their irrigational policies. 

 Textiles, mining, metallurgy perfumery, and other several industries 

existed. 

 They had commercial relations with, the islands in the Indian Ocean, 

Abyssinia, Arabia, Burma, China, Persia, Portugal , South Africa, and 

The Malay Archipelago. 

Contribution to Architecture and Literature 

 The Hazara Ramasami temple and Vittalaswamy temple was built 

during this period 

 The bronze image of Krishnadeva Raya is a masterpiece. 

 Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu and Kannada literature were developed. 

 Sayana wrote commentaries on Vedas. 

 Krishnadevaraya wrote Amuktamalyada in Telugu and Usha 

Parinayam and Jambavathi Kalyanam in Sanskrit. 

Decline of the Empire 

 The rulers of the Aravidu dynasty were weak and incompetent. 



 

 

 Many provincial governors became independent. 

 The rulers of Bijapur and Golconda seized some areas of Vijayanagar. 

 

 

 

Administration of Delhi Sultanate 

Administration under the Delhi Sultanate 

 The Delhi Sultanate period extended from 1206 A.D. to 1526 A.D. for 

almost 320 years. 

 The administration was based on Islamic laws (Sharia). 

 A Theocratic and a Military State.  

Ministers to Sultan 

 Wazir – Prime Minister and Finance Minister 

 Diwani-I-Risalt – Foreign Affairs Minister 

 Sadr-us-Suddar – Minister of Islamic Law 

 Diwan-I-lnsha – Correspondence Minister 

 Diwan-I-Ariz – Defence or War Minister 

 Qazi-ul-quzar – Minister of Justice  

Central Administration 

 The Sultan was the head of the empire. 



 

 

 He possessed vast powers. 

 Also other officials were appointed to take care of the administration.  

Provincial Administration 

 The empire was divided into a number of Iqtas. 

 Iqtadars administered the Iqtas. 

 Iqtas further were divided into smaller units called Parganas, Shiqqs, 

and the villages. 

 Amil or Munsif – an important official of the Pargana. 

Local Administration 

 The village was the smallest unit of administration. 

 The village administration was carried out by local hereditary officers 

and the Panchayats 

 The Panchayat looked after education, sanitation, justice, revenue etc. 

 The Central Government did not interfere in the village 

administration.  

Revenue Administration under Delhi Sultanate 

 Land revenue was the main source of income.  

Judicial Administration 

 The Sultan was the highest judicial authority. 

 Qazi-ul-quzar – the Chief Judicial officer. 



 

 

 A Quazi was appointed in every town. 

 Criminals were punished severely.  

Military Administration 

 The Sultan was the Commander of the army 

 The four divisions of the army were 

1. The Royal army 

2. Provincial or Governor’s army 

3. Feudal army and 

4. War Time army  

Social life of the Sultanate period 

The people in the society were divided based on their nationality and they 

are: 

 Foreign Muslims 

 Indian Muslims 

 Hindus 

Economic conditions of the people  

 The people were mainly involved in agriculture and industry 

 Textile industry was the primary industry. 

 Paper Industry, metal work, pearl diving, ivory and sandal works, 

stone cutting, Sugar industry were the other industries of this period.  



 

 

Textiles 

 Indian textiles were in great demand in foreign countries. 

 Bengal and Gujarat were famous for their quality fabrics. 

 Cotton, woollen and silk of different varieties were produced in large 

quantities. 

 The clothes had gold, diamonds, pearls, silver and stone works.  

Contributions of the Delhi Sultanate 

 

Art and Architecture 

 Delhi Sultans had a great taste for architecture. 

 Architectures were a blend of Indian and Islamic styles.  

The three well-developed styles were 

1. Delhi or Imperial Style 

2. Provincial Style 

3. Hindu architectural style 

Architecture during Mamaluk Period 

 Qutubminar 

 Quwat-ul-lslam mosque 

 the tombs of Nasir-ud-din Muhammad 



 

 

 Balban Siri the new town in Delhi 

Architecture during Khilji Period 

 Dargah of Hazrat Nizam – ud – din Aulia 

 The Alai Darwaza 

Architecture during Lodi Period 

 The Lodi Garden 

 Moti Masjid in New Delhi, and 

 The tomb of Sikandar Lodi  

Literature 

The Sultanate of Delhi period witnessed some great scholars and some are: 

 Alberuni 

 Amir Khusrau 

 Zia-ul-Barani 

Many Sanskrit works were translated into Arabic and Urdu language 

originated during the Sultanate period.  

Scholars of sultanate period 

 

Alberuni 

 An Arabic and Persian Scholar patronized by Mahmud of Ghazni. 



 

 

 He learnt Sanskrit and translated two Sanskrit works into Arabic. 

 He was impressed by the Upanishads and Bhagavad Gita. 

 In his work Tarikh-ul-Hind, he had mentioned the socio-economic 

conditions of India. 

Amir Khusrau 

 He was a great Persian poet. 

 He is said to have written four lakh couplets. 

 He was a great singer and was given the title ‘Parrot of India’.  

Impact of Turkish Conquest 

 The Turkish conquest of India had its impact on various fields. 

 It paved the way to a centralized political organization. 

 It re-established relations with the rest of Asia and parts of Africa. 

 A permanent army was established. 

 Trade was established due to the uniform legal system, tariff 

regulations and currency. 

 Persian became the court language and brought uniformity in the 

administration.  

Disintegration of the Delhi Sultanate 

 The disintegration of the Delhi Sultanate had begun during the 

Tughluq period. 



 

 

 The invasion of Timur and the incompetent and intolerant nature of 

some of the Sayyid and Lodi rulers led to the collapsing of the Delhi 

Sultanate. 

 The rulers of the Vijayanagar and Bahmani Kingdom in the South 

were the first to break free from Delhi. 

 Other regions like Assam, Bengal, Khandesh, Gujarat, Jauripur, 

Kashmir, Multan, Malwa, Sind, and Orissa also became independent. 

 Babur ended the Lodi Dynasty by defeating Ibrahim Lodi in the first 

Battle of Panipat in 1526 A.D., which brought the downfall of the 

Delhi Sultanate in India. 

 

 

INDIA UNDER THE MUGHALS 

Economic and Social Life 

 The socio-economic conditions of India are mentioned by many 

European Travellers and trader who came to India and their accounts 

contain a mine of information. 

 Generally, most of the accounts describe the wealth and prosperity of 

India and also the lavish life of the nobles. 

 There are accounts of foreigners as well that give information about 

the poverty and sufferings of the ordinary people such as peasants 

and artisans. 

Mughal Nobility 



 

 

 The Mughals were nobles and most of them were foreigners like 

Turks and Afghans and formed a privileged class. 

 The Mughal nobles were paid high salaries but their expenses were 

also the same. 

 Each noble had a large number of servants, horses, elephants etc. 

 Wealthy people dressed in silk and cotton clothes and the poor people 

dressed minimal. 

 One of the foreigners Nikitin mentions that the people in the Deccan 

were bare-footed indicating the high cost of leather. 

 The common people food was pulses, millets and rice. 

 In coastal region fish was common. 

 Milk and milk products were surplus, salt and sugar were expensive, 

while ghee and oil were cheaper. 

Agriculture 

 One of the estimate claims that at the beginning of the 17th century 

India’s population was about 125 million. 

 A large variety of crops such as barley, gram, pulses, rice, and wheat 

were cultivated. 

 Commercial crops such as indigo, oil-seeds, cotton and sugarcane 

were also cultivated. 

 During the seventeenth century two new crops, viz., tobacco and 

maize were added. 

 On a note, no new agricultural technique was introduced during this 

period. 



 

 

 India was able to export food items like rice and sugar to the 

neighbouring countries. 

Growth of Trade 

 The Indian trading classes spread across the country and were in 

large numbers. 

 Seth and Bohra – Long distance traders 

 Banik – Local traders 

 Banjaras – Another class of traders specialized in carrying bulk 

goods, they also moved long distances with their goods on the back of 

oxen. 

 Bulk goods were also taken through rivers on boats. 

 The Gujarati merchants included the Hindus, Jains and Muslims. 

 In Rajasthan, Oswals, Maheshwaris, and Agarwals came to be called 

the Marwaris. 

 The most important trading communities in south India 

 The Chettis on the Coramandal coast 

 the Muslim merchants of Malabar 

 Bengal – Exported sugar, rice as well as delicate muslin and silk. 

 Gujarat – Was an entry point of foreign goods from where fine 

textiles and silk were taken to north India. 

 The major imports into India were certain metals such as 

 tin and copper 

 war horses and 



 

 

 luxury items such as ivory 

 The import of gold and silver balanced of trade. 

 In the seventeenth century, the growth of foreign trade resulted in the 

increased import of gold and silver. 

Cultural Development under the Mughals 

 The Mughal period witnessed a significant and widespread 

development in cultural activity. 

 It was evident in the sphere of art and architecture, painting, music 

and literature. 

 The Mughals brought Turko-Iranian culture into India and the Indian 

traditions were blended Turko-Iranian culture.  

Art and Architecture 

 The Mughals were fond of laying gardens with running water. Some 

of the Mughal Gardens are: 

 Nishat Bagh in Kashmir 

 the Shalimar Bagh at Lahore 

 the Pinjore garden in the Punjab 

 During the reign of Sher Shah, the mausoleum at Sasaram in Bihar 

and the Purana Qila near Delhi were built. 

 Large scale construction of buildings started with the dawn of Akbar 

 He built many forts and the most famous one was the Agra Fort. It 

was built in red sandstone. 



 

 

 His other forts are at Lahore and Allahabad. 

 Shah Jahan built the famous Red Fort at Delhi with its Rang Mahal, 

Diwan-i-Am and Diwan-i-Khaswas 

 Akbar also built a palacecum-fort complex at Fatehpur Sikri (City of 

Victory). 

 Many buildings in Guajarati and Bengali styles are also found in this 

complex. 

 Guajarati style buildings were probably built for his Rajput wives. 

 The most magnificent building in it is the Jama Masjid and the 

gateway to it called Buland Darwaza or the Lofty Gate. 

 The height of the gateway is 176 feet. It was built to commemorate 

Akbar’s victory over Gujarat. 

 Other important buildings at Fatehpur Sikri are Jodha Bai’s palace 

and Panch Mahal with five storeys. 

 During Akbar’s reign, the Humayun’s tomb was built at Delhi and it 

had a massive dome of marble. 

 It may be considered the precursor of the Taj Mahal. 

 Akbar’s tomb at Sikandara near Agra was completed by Jahangir. 

 Nur Jahan built the tomb of Itimaddaulah at Agra. 

 It was constructed wholly of white marble with floral designs made of 

semi-precious stones on the walls. (Pietra dura) 

 This method became more popular during the reign of Shah Jahan. 

 Taj Mahal 

 The Pietra Dura method was used on a large scale in the Taj 

Mahal. 



 

 

 Taj Mahal is considered as jewel of the builder’s art. 

 It contains all the architectural forms developed by the 

Mughals. 

 The chief glory of the Taj is the massive dome and the four 

slender minarets 

 The decorations are kept to the minimum. 

 The Moti Masjid at Agra was built entirely in white marble. The Jama 

Masjid at Delhi was built in red stone. 

 Many features of Mughal tradition can be seen in the Golden Temple 

at Amritsar. 

Paintings and Music 

 The foundation for the Mughal painting was laid by Humayun while 

staying in Persia. 

 He brought with him two painters – Mir Sayyid Ali and Abdal Samad 

to India. 

 Akbar commissioned the illustrations of several literary and religious 

texts. 

 He invited a large number of painters from different parts of the 

country to his court. 

 Both Hindus and Muslims joined in this work. 

 Baswan, Miskina and Daswant attained great positions as Akabar’s 

court as artists. 

 Illustrations of Persian versions of Mahabharata and Ramayana were 

produced in miniature form. 



 

 

 Art Studio established by Akbar. Historical works such as Akbar 

Nama also remained the main themes of Mughal paintings 

 Mughal paintings reached its climax during the reign of Jahangir. 

 He employed a number of painters like Abul Hasan, Bishan Das, 

Madhu, Anant, Manohar, Govardhan and Ustad Mansur 

 Music had also developed under the Mughals. 

 Akbar patronized Tansen of Gwalior. 

 Tansen composed many ragas. 

 Jahangir and Shah Jahan were also fond of music. 

Language and Literature 

 Persian language became widespread in the Mughal Empire by the 

time of Akbar’s reign. 

 Many historical works were written during this period. 

 They include Ain-i-Akbari and Akabar Nama authored by Abul Fazl. 

 The leading poet of that period was his brother Abul Faizi. 

 The translation of Mahabharata into the Persian language was done 

under his supervision. 

 Utbi and Naziri were the two other leading Persian poets 

 Jahangir’s autobiography, Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri was famous for its style 

 He also patronized many scholars like Ghiyas Beg, Naqib Khan and 

Niamatullah 

 Shah Jahan also patronized many writers and historians like Abdul 

Hamid Lahori, author of Padshah 



 

 

 Nama and Inayat Khan who wrote Shah Jahan Nama. 

 His son Dara Shikoh translated the Bhagavat Gita and Upanishads 

into the Persian language 

 Regional languages such as Bengali, Oriya, Rajasthani and Guajarati 

had also developed during this period. 

 Many devotional works including the Ramayana and Mahabharata 

were translated into regional languages. 

 The most influential Hindi poet was Tulsidas, who wrote the Hindi 

version of the Ramayana, the Ramcharitmanas. 

 

 

Bhakti Movement 

Bhakti Movement (c. 8th to 18th Century) 



 

 

 

Spread of Isalam in India directly resulted in the Medieval Bhakti 

Movement. The Bhakti Movement in Medieval India is of diverse way. 

The thinking of Bhakti Reformers’ thinking like that of Kabir, Nana and 

Ramananda were shaped by the preaching of Sufi teachers. 

Sufism 

Sufism was a liberal reform movement within Islam. It spread into India in 

the 11th century but had origin in Persia. 



 

 

 Shaikh Ismail 

 Shaikh Ismail of Lahore was the first Sufi Saint who started 

preaching his ideas. 

 Khwaja Muinuddin Chishti 

 He was one of the most famous Sufi Saints who settled in Ajmer 

which became the centre of his activities. 

 He had a number of disciples who are called Sufis of the Chishti 

Order. 

 Bahauddin Zakariya 

 He is another renowned Sufi Saint who was influenced by 

Shihabuddin Suhrawardi another famous mystic. 

 He founded the Sufis of the Suhrawardi Order. 

 Nizamuddin Auliya 

 He belonged to the Chishti Order who is regarded to be a 

mighty spiritual force. 

About Sufism 

 Sufism highlighted the essentials of love and devotion as the effective 

means of the realization of God. 

 Sufis believed service to humanity was equal to service to God. 

According to the Sufis, Love of God meant Love of Humanity. 

 In Sufism, self-discipline is essential to gain knowledge of God with a 

sense of insight. 

Major differences between the Sufis and Orthodox Muslims: 



 

 

Sufis Orthodox Muslims 

The Sufis highlight on inner purity. 
the Orthodox Muslims stress on 

external conduct 

The consider love and devotion as 

the only means of attaining 

salvation. 

They believed in blind observance of 

rituals. 

Sufism also taught a spirit of tolerance among its followers.  

Ideas of Sufism 

 Sufism emphasized on good actions, meditation, performance of 

prayers and pilgrimages, repentance for sins, fasting, charity and 

suppression of passions by austere practices. 

 The liberal and unorthodox features of Sufism had a profound 

influence on Medieval Bhakti Saints. 

 

Bhakti Movement in South 

 



 

 

The Bhakti Movement originated in the seventh-century in Tamil, South 

India (now parts of Tamil Nadu and Kerala), and spread northwards. It 

swept over east and north India from the 15th century onwards, reached its 

peak between the 15th and 17th century CE. 

The Alvars and Nayanars of Tamil Nadu 

 The Alvars and Nayanars led some of the earliest bhakti movements 

(c. sixth century). 

 Alvars – those who are “immersed” in devotion to Vishnu 

 Nayanars – leaders who were devotees of Shiva 

 They travelled from place to place singing hymns in Tamil praising 

their gods. 

 The Alvars and Nayanars initiated a movement of protest against the 

caste system and the dominance of Brahmanas or at least attempted 

to reform the system. This is supported by the fact that bhaktas or 

disciples hailed from diverse social backgrounds ranging from 

Brahmanas to artisans and cultivators and even from castes 

considered “untouchable” 

 The Nalayira Divyaprabandham (“Four Thousand Sacred 

Compositions”) – one of the major anthologies of compositions of the 

12 Alvars compiled by the 10th Century 

 It was frequently described as the Tamil Veda, thus claiming that the 

text was as significant as the four Vedas in Sanskrit that were 

cherished by the Brahmanas. 



 

 

 From a composition of an Alvar named Tondaradippodi a Brahmana 

mentions Chaturvedins – Are strangers and without faithfulness to 

your service. 

 Tevaram – a collection of compiled and classified in the 10th century 

on the basis of the music of the songs of Appar, Sambandar, and 

Sundarar. 

Women Devotees 

Andal 

 A woman Alvar the compositions of Andal were widely sung (and 

continue to be sung to date). 

 Andal saw herself as the beloved of Vishnu; her verses express her 

love for the deity. 

Karaikkal Ammaiyar 

 Another woman, Karaikkal Ammaiyar, a devotee of Shiva, adopted 

the path of extreme asceticism in order to attain her goal.  

Sankara 

 A Hindu revivalist movement giving a new placement to Hinduism 

was started by Sankara. 

 Kaladi in Kerala is his birthplace. 

 His doctrine of Monoism or Advaita was too abstract to appeal to the 

common people. 



 

 

 The Advaita Concept of Nirgunabrahman (God without attributes) 

received contradictory reaction with the emergence of the idea of 

Sagunabrahman (God with attributes). 

 Ramanuja 

 He was born at Sriperumbudur near modern Chennai. 

 He preached Visishtadvaita in the12th century. 

 According to him, God is Sagunabrahman. 

 He encouraged Prabattimarga or path of self-surrender to God. 

 He invited the downtrodden to Vaishnavism. 

 Madhava 

 Madhava is from Kannada region whose preaching prevailed in the 

13th 

 He spread Deviator dualism of Jivatma and Paramatma. 

 His philosophy was that the world is not an illusion but a reality. God, 

soul, matter is unique in nature.  

Nimbarka and Vallabhacharya  

 Nimbarka and Vallabhacharya were also other preachers of 

Vaishnavite Bhakti in the Telangana region 

Surdas  

 He was the disciple of Vallabhacharya 



 

 

 He popularized Krishna cult in the Northern part of India 

Mirabai  

 She was a great devotee of Krishna. 

 She became popular in Rajasthan for her bhajans. 

Tulsidas 

 He was a worshipper of Rama. 

 He composed the famous Ramcharitmanas, the Hindi version of 

Ramayana. 

Ramananda 

 He was born at Allahabad. 

 Initially he was a follower of Ramanuja. 

 Later he founded his own sect and preached his principles in Hindi at 

Banaras and Agra. 

 Ramananda was the first to employ the vernacular medium to spread 

his ideas. 

 He opposed the caste system and chose his disciples from all sections 

of society irrespective of caste. 

Ramananda’s disciples were: 

 Kabir 

 Raidasa, he was a cobbler 

 Sena, he was a barber 



 

 

 Sadhana 

 Dhanna, he was from a Jat farmer 

 Naraharai, he was a goldsmith 

 Pipa, he was a Rajput prince 

Kabir 

 Kabir was the most famous disciple of Ramananda. 

 He was brought up by a Muslim couple who were weavers by 

profession. 

 He had a curious mind in learning new things and he learnt much 

about Hinduism in Benares. 

 Kabir’s aim was to reunite Hindus and Muslims and form harmony 

between them. 

 He is regarded as the greatest of the mystic saints. 

 His followers are called Kabirpanthis.  

In the 14th and 15th centuries, Ramananda, Kabir and Nanak remained the 

great apostles of the Bhakti cult. 

They aided the common people to shed age-old superstitions and attain 

salvation through Bhakti or pure devotion. 

Criticized all forms of worship of idols.  

Guru Nanak 

 Guru Nanak was born in Talwandi near Lahore. 

 He was a disciple of Kabir. 



 

 

 He was founder of the Sikh Religion. 

 He condemned caste difference and rituals like bathing in holy rivers. 

 He established a centre at Kartarpur named Dera Baba Nanak on the 

river Ravi. His idea of religion was highly practical and strictly moral. 

 His one of the famous sayings was “Abide pure amidst the impurities 

of the world”. 

Guru Angad 

 Guru Angad also known as Lehna was appointed by Guru before his 

death. 

 Guru Angad compiled the compositions of Guru Nanak in a new 

script known as Gurmukhi and added his own compositions as well. 

Guru Arjan 

 He was the 5th Guru. 

 He compiled the writings of the three successors of Guru Angad who 

wrote under the name of “Nana”. 

 He was executed by Jehangir in 1604. 

Guru Gobind Singh 

 He was the 9th Guru. 

 In 1706, he authenticated the compilation which was added with the 

writings of other figures like Shaikh Farid, Sant Kabir, Bhagat 

Namdev and Guru Tegh Bahadur, which is now known as Guru 

Granth Sahib. 



 

 

The town of Ramdaspur (Amritsar) had developed around the central 

Gurdwara called Harmandar Sahib (Golden Temple) by the beginning of 

the 17th century. It was almost self-governing and also referred as ‘a state 

within the state’ community. 

Chaitanya 

 Chaitanya was another renowned saint and reformer of Bengal who 

popularised the Krishna cult. 

 He believed that a devotee can feel the presence of God through song 

and dance and love and devotion.  

Gnanadeva  

 He was the founder of the Bhakti Movement in Maharashtra in the 

13th 

 It was called as Maharashtra dharma. 

 He wrote Gnaneswari a commentary of Bhagavad Gita.  

Namadeva 

 In the 16th Century, Namadeva preached the gospel of love. 

 He opposed idol worship and the dominance of priests. 

 He criticized the Caste System.  

Ekanatha 



 

 

 He was a prominent Marathi Sant, a scholar and religious poet of the 

Varkari Sampradaya. 

 He opposed caste differences and was kind towards the lower castes. 

 He is known as a bridge between his predecessors 

Dnyaneshwarand Namdev and the later Tukaram and Ramdas.  

Tukaram 

 Tukaram was another Bhakti saint of Maharashtra and was a 

contemporary of Sivaji. 

 Tukaram also referred to as Sant Tukaram, Bhakta 

Tukaram, Tukaram Maharaj, Tukobaand Tukobaraya. 

 He was a 17th-century poet-saint of the Bhakti movement in 

 Tukaram is best known for his Abhanga- devotional poetry and 

kirtans – community-oriented worship with spiritual songs. 

 His poetry was devoted to Vitthala or Vithoba, an avatar of Hindu 

god Vishnu. 

 Responsible for creating a background for Maratha nationalism  

Nathpanthis, Siddhas, and Yogis 

 They condemned the ritual and other aspects of orthodox religion and 

the social order, using simple, logical arguments. 

 They encouraged the renunciation of the world. 

 To them, the path to salvation lay in meditation and to achieve this 

they advocated intense training of the mind and body through 

practices like yogasanas, breathing exercises and meditation. 



 

 

 These groups became particularly popular among “low” castes.  

Importance of the Bhakti Movement 

 Bhakti movement provided a spur for the development of regional 

languages such as Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, Kannada, etc. 

 The lower classes rose to a position of great importance. 

 The Bhakti movement gave equal importance to men and women 

which gave way to the importance of women in society. 

 

 

Education System in India during British Rule 

Modern education began in India under the British rule. Before the British, 

India had its own educational system like the Gurukulas and the 

Madrassas. The East India Company, during their first 60 years of rule 

didn’t care much for the education of those they ruled in India. (Even in 

England, universal education came about at a much later stage.) 

1. The British Government (East India Company) 

2. Christian missionaries 

3. Indian intellectuals and reformers 

Development of modern education 

 

Development of Modern Education 



 

 

 The company wanted some educated Indians who could assist them 

in the administration of the land. 

 Also, they wanted to understand the local customs and laws well. 

 For this purpose, Warren Hastings established the Calcutta Madrassa 

in 1781 for the teaching of Muslim law. 

 In 1791, a Sanskrit College was started in Varanasi by Jonathan 

Duncan for the study of Hindu philosophy and laws. 

 The missionaries supported the spread of Western education in India 

primarily for their proselytising activities. They established many 

schools with education only being a means to an end which was 

Christianising and ‘civilising’ the natives. 

 The Baptist missionary William Carey had come to India in 1793 and 

by 1800 there was a Baptist Mission in Serampore, Bengal, and also a 

number of primary schools there and in nearby areas. 

 The Indian reformers believed that to keep up with times, a modern 

educational system was needed to spread rational thinking and 

scientific principles. 

 The Charter Act of 1813 was the first step towards education being 

made an objective of the government. 

 The act sanctioned a sum of Rs.1 lakh towards education of Indians in 

British ruled India. This act also gave an impetus to the missionaries 

who were given official permission to come to India. 

 But there was a split in the government over what kind of education 

was to be offered to the Indians. 



 

 

 The orientalists preferred Indians to be given traditional Indian 

education. Some others, however, wanted Indians to be educated in 

western style of education and be taught western subjects. 

 There was also another difficulty regarding the language of 

instruction. Some wanted the use of Indian languages (called 

vernaculars) while others preferred English. 

 Due to these issues, the sum of money allotted was not given until 

1823 when the General Committee of Public Instruction decided to 

impart oriental education. 

 In 1835, it was decided that western sciences and literature would be 

imparted to Indians through the medium of English by Lord William 

Bentinck’s government. 

 Bentinck had appointed Thomas Babington Macaulay as the 

Chairman of the General Committee of Public Instruction. 

 Macaulay was an ardent anglicist who had absolute contempt for 

Indian learning of any kind. He was supported by Reverend 

Alexander Duff, JR Colvin, etc. 

 On the side of the orientalists were James Prinsep, Henry Thomas 

Colebrooke, etc. 

 Macaulay minutes refer to his proposal of education for the 

Indians. 

 According to him: 

 English education should be imparted in place of traditional 

Indian learning because oriental culture was ‘defective’ and 

‘unholy’. 



 

 

 He believed in education a few upper and middle class students. 

 In course of time, education would trickle down to the masses. 

This was called infiltration theory. 

 He wished to create a class of Indians who were Indian in 

colour and blood but English in taste and affiliation. 

 In 1835, the Elphinstone College (Bombay) and the Calcutta Medical 

College were established. 

  

Wood’s Despatch (1854) 

 Sir Charles Wood was the President of the Board of Control of the 

company in 1854 when he sent a despatch to the then Governor-

General of India, Lord Dalhousie. 

 This is called the ‘Magna Carta of English education in India.’ 

 Recommendations of the Wood’s Despatch: 

 Regularise education system from the primary to the university 

levels. 

 Indians were to be educated in English and their native 

language. 

 Education system was to be set up in every province. 

 Every district should have at least one government school. 

 Affiliated private schools could be granted aids. 

 Education of women should be emphasised. 

 Universities of Madras, Calcutta and Bombay were set up by 

1857. 



 

 

 University of Punjab – 1882; University of Allahabad – 1887 

 This despatch asked the government to take up the 

responsibility of education of the people. 

Assessment of the British efforts on education 

 Although there were a few Englishmen who wanted to spread 

education for its own sake, the government was chiefly concerned 

only with its own concerns. 

 There was a huge demand for clerks and other administrative roles in 

the company’s functioning. 

 It was cheaper to get Indians rather than Englishmen from England 

for these jobs. This was the prime motive. 

 No doubt it spread western education among Indians, but the rate of 

literacy was abysmally low during British rule. 

 The state of women education was pathetic. This was because the 

government did not want to displease the orthodox nature of Indians 

and also because women could not generally be employed as clerks. 

 In 1911, illiteracy rate in British India was 94%. In 1921, it was 92%. 

 Scientific and technical education was ignored by the British 

government. 

 

 

Permanent Settlement  

 



 

 

Background 

 Before the British advent in Bengal, there were a class of Zamindars 

in Bengal, Bihar and Odisha who collected revenue from land on 

behalf of the Mughal Emperor or his representative, the Diwan. 

 After the Battle of Buxar in 1764, the East India Company was 

granted the Diwani of Bengal. But then the Company found itself not 

able to collect revenue from the innumerable number of farmers in 

rural areas. They also did not have a good understanding of local laws 

and customs. 

 The severe Bengal famine of 1770 occurred partly due to this neglect 

by the Company. 

 Then, Warren Hastings tried to bring in some reforms like the five-

early inspections. Here, the revenue-collection was awarded through 

an auction to the person promising the highest revenue. Due to the 

dangerous implications and effects of such a system, Hastings also 

experimented with annual settlement of land. But this too did not 

improve conditions. 

 Then, Lord Cornwallis under directions from the then British PM, 

William Pitt, proposed the Permanent Settlement system in 1786. 

This came into effect in 1793, by the Permanent Settlement Act of 

1793. 

Features of the Permanent Settlement 

 Landlords or Zamindars were recognised as the owners of the land. 

They were given hereditary rights of succession of the lands under 

them. 



 

 

 The Zamindars could sell or transfer the land as they wished. 

 The Zamindars’ proprietorship would stay as long as he paid the fixed 

revenue at the said date to the government. If they failed to pay, their 

rights would cease to exist and the land would be auctioned off. 

 The amount to be paid by the landlords was fixed. It was agreed that 

this would not increase in future (permanent). 

 The fixed amount was 10/11th portion of the revenue for the 

government and 1/10th was for the Zamindar. This tax rate was way 

higher than the prevailing rates in England. 

 The Zamindar also had to give the tenant a patta which described the 

area of the land given to him and the rent he had to pay the landlord. 

Merits of the Permanent Settlement 

 The responsibility of taking care of farmers fell upon the shoulders of 

the Indian landlords. Being sons of the soil, they could reach the far 

corners of the region and also understand local customs very well. 

 Because of the permanent nature of the system, there was a sense of 

security for everyone. The company knew the amount it would get in 

revenue. The landlord also was assured of the amount. Finally, the 

farmers also, in lieu of the patta were certain of their holdings and 

knew how much rent was to be paid. 

 Since the settlement was of a permanent nature, the Zamindars 

would have an interest in the improvement in the land thereby 

improving the revenue. 

Demerits of the Permanent Settlement 



 

 

 The basic demerit of this system was that the efficiency depended 

upon the nature of the Zamindars. If they were good, the interests of 

the farmers and the land were looked after very well. They would 

make improvements in the land which would be beneficial to 

everyone concerned. But if the landlords were bad, they were 

negligent of the plight of the farmers and the conditions of the land. 

 This created a class of hereditary landlords forming the upper 

aristocracy in society who generally led luxurious and extravagant 

lifestyles. 

 The Zamindars were generally favourable to the British 

administration and supported the British even during the freedom 

struggle. There were exceptions. 

 Land assessment was not done properly and land revenue was fixed 

arbitrarily. This meant that both productive and unproductive land 

was expected to furnish revenue at same rates. This created a burden 

on the farmers of unproductive land. Also, in case of productive land, 

it was a loss of revenue to the government. 

 The revenue rates were so high that many Zamindars became 

defaulters. In time, this system proved to have disastrous effects. In 

1811, the British government warned against the imposition of 

permanent settlement without a proper land survey. 

 

 

 

Land Revenue Systems in British India 



 

 

 

Ryotwari system 

 This system of land revenue was instituted in the late 18th century by 

Sir Thomas Munro, Governor of Madras in 1820. 

 This was practiced in the Madras and Bombay areas, as well as Assam 

and Coorg provinces. 

 In this system, the peasants or cultivators were regarded as the 

owners of the land. They had ownership rights, could sell, mortgage 

or gift the land. 

 The taxes were directly collected by the government from the 

peasants. 

 The rates were 50% in dry land and 60% in wetland. 

 The rates were high and unlike in the Permanent System, they were 

open to being increased. 

 If they failed to pay the taxes, they were evicted by the government. 

 Ryot means peasant cultivators. 

 Here there were no middlemen as in the Zamindari system. But, since 

high taxes had to paid only in cash (no option of paying in kind as 

before the British) the problem of moneylenders came into the show. 

They further burdened the peasants with heavy interests. 

Mahalwari system 

 The government of Lord William Bentinck, Governor-General of 

India (1828 to 1835) introduced the Mahalwari system of land 

revenue in 1833. 



 

 

 This system was introduced in North-West Frontier, Agra, Central 

Province, Gangetic Valley, Punjab, etc. 

 This had elements of both the Zamindari and the Ryotwari systems. 

 This system divided the land into Mahals. Sometimes, a Mahal was 

constituted by one or more villages. 

 Tax was assessed on the Mahal. 

 Each individual farmer gave his share. 

 Here also, ownership rights were with the peasants. 

 Revenue was collected by the village headman or village leaders 

(lambardar). 

 It introduced the concept of average rents for different soil classes. 

 The state share of the revenue was 66% of the rental value. The 

settlement was agreed upon for 30 years. 

 This system was called the Modified Zamindari system because the 

village headman became virtually a Zamindar. 

Consequences of the British land revenue systems 

 Land became a commodity. 

 Earlier there was no private ownership of land. Even kings and 

cultivators did not consider land as his ‘private property’. 

 Due to the very high taxes, farmers resorted to growing cash crops 

instead of food crops. This led to food insecurity and even famines. 

 Taxes on agricultural produce were moderate during pre-British 

times. The British made it very high. 



 

 

 Insistence on cash payment of revenue led to more indebtedness 

among farmers. Moneylenders became landowners in due course. 

 Bonded labour arose because loans were given to farmers/labourers 

who could not pay it back. 

 When India achieved freedom from colonial rule, 7% of the villagers 

(Zamindars/landowners) owned 75% of the agricultural land. 

 

 

 

The Doctrine of Lapse was an annexation policy followed widely by Lord 

Dalhousie when he was India’s Governor-General from 1848 to 1856. 

Features of Doctrine of Lapse 

 According to this, any princely state under the direct or indirect (as a 

vassal) control of the East India Company where the ruler did not 

have a legal male heir would be annexed by the company. 

 This was not introduced by Lord Dalhousie even though it was he who 

documented it, and used it widely to acquire territories for the 

British. 

 As per this, any adopted son of the Indian ruler could not be 

proclaimed as heir to the kingdom. The adopted son would only 

inherit his foster father’s personal property and estates. 

 The adopted son would also not be entitled to any pension that his 

father had been receiving or to any of his father’s titles. 



 

 

 This challenged the Indian ruler’s long-held authority to appoint an 

heir of their choice. 

States annexed by the Doctrine of Lapse 

 In 1824, before the time of Dalhousie, the princely state of Kittur was 

acquired by the East India Company by this doctrine. 

 Other states were also annexed in 1830’s and 1840’s through this 

doctrine. 

 After Dalhousie became the Governor-General, in 1848, Satara was 

acquired as per this doctrine. 

 Other major states annexed by the British as per the Doctrine of 

Lapse: 

 Jaipur – 1849 

 Sambhalpur – 1849 

 Udaipur – 1852 

 Jhansi – 1853 

 Nagpur – 1854 

 It was as per this policy that Nana Sahib, the adopted son of the 

Maratha Peshwa Baji Rao II was denied his titles and pension. 

Effects of Doctrine of Lapse 

 Many Indian states lost their sovereignty and became British 

territories. 

 This led to a lot of unrest among the Indian princes. 



 

 

 A lot of people were unhappy with the ‘illegal’ nature of this doctrine 

and this was one of the causes of the Indian Revolt of 1857. 

 Nana Sahib and the Rani of Jhansi had grievances against the British 

because the former’s pension was stopped by the British after his 

foster father died, and the Rani’s adopted son was denied the throne 

under the doctrine of lapse. 

 Dalhousie returned to Britain in 1856. After the Indian Revolt broke 

out in 1857, his governance was widely criticised as one of the causes 

of the rebellion. 

 

 

Anglo-Mysore Wars 

The Anglo-Mysore Wars were a series of four wars between the British and 

the Kingdom of Mysore in the latter half of the 18th century in Southern 

India. 

Hyder Ali (1721 – 1782) 

 Started his career as a soldier in the Mysore Army. 

 Soon rose to prominence in the army owing to his military skills. 

 He was made the Dalavayi (commander-in-chief), and later the Chief 

Minister of the Mysore state under Krishnaraja Wodeyar II, ruler of 

Mysore. 

 Through his administrative prowess and military skills, he became 

the de-facto ruler of Mysore with the real king reduced to a titular 

head only. 



 

 

 He set up a modern army and trained them along European lines. 

  

First Anglo-Mysore War (1767 – 1769) 

 Causes of the war:  

 Hyder Ali built a strong army and annexed many regions in the South 

including Bidnur, Canara, Sera, Malabar and Sunda. 

 He also took French support in training his army. 

 This alarmed the British. 

Course of the war:  

 The British, along with the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad 

declared war on Mysore. 

 Hyder Ali was able to bring the Marathas and the Nizam to his side 

with skillful diplomacy. 

 But the British under General Smith defeated Ali in 1767. 

 His son Tipu Sultan advanced towards Madras against the English. 

Result of the war:  

 In 1769, the Treaty of Madras was signed which brought an end to the 

war. 

 The conquered territories were restored to each other. 

 It was also agreed upon that they would help each other in case of a 

foreign attack. 



 

 

Second Anglo-Mysore War (1780 – 1784) 

Causes of the war:  

 The Marathas attacked Mysore in 1771. But the British refused to 

honour the Treaty of Madras and did not give support to Hyder Ali. 

 As a result, Hyder Ali’s territories were taken by the Marathas. He 

had to buy peace with the Marathas for a sum of Rs.36 lakh and 

another annual tribute. 

 This angered Hyder Ali who started hating the British. 

 When the English attacked Mahe, a French possession under Hyder 

Ali’s dominion, he declared war on the English in 1780. 

Course of the war:  

 Hyder Ali forged an alliance with the Nizam and the Marathas and 

defeated the British forces in Arcot. 

 Hyder Ali died in 1782 and the war was continued by his son Tipu 

Sultan. 

 Sir Eyre Coote, who had earlier defeated Hyder Ali many times, ended 

the war inconclusively with the Treaty of Mangalore.   

Result of the war:  

 As per the Treaty of Mangalore, both parties agreed to return the 

captured territories and prisoners to each other. 

 



 

 

 

 

Revolutionary Movement in India 

Though the Indian freedom struggle post-1857 was largely free of violence, 

there was a revolutionary movement also aimed at winning India 

independence involving a lot of young Indian men and women. They 

believed that only an armed struggle against the government would deliver 

India from the British rule. They employed violent means. They were 

mainly crushed by the British authorities but they were successful in 

inspiring many Indians towards the freedom struggle. Their stories of 

heroism and sacrifice for the motherland motivated and continues to 

motivate people to live and die for the country. 

  

The First Case: Chapekar Brothers (1897) 

 First political assassination of a British officer in India post 1857 

Revolt. 

 Brothers Damodar, Balkrishna and Vasudeo Chapekar shot at WC 

Rand, ICS, Chairman of the Special Plague Committee in 1897. 

 Rand’s military escort Lieutenant Ayerst died on the spot whereas 

Rand died a few days later due to wounds. 

 The brothers were against the atrocities committed by the British 

authorities under Rand during the plague epidemic in Pune. 

 The government in order to curb the spread of the epidemic ended up 

harassing Indians and employing extreme measures. 



 

 

 All the three brothers were hanged for the assassination. 

  

Alipore Bomb Conspiracy Case (1908) 

 Also called Muraripukur conspiracy or Manicktolla bomb conspiracy. 

 Douglas Kingsford was an unpopular British Chief Magistrate who 

was the target of the bomb thrown at Muzaffarpur (Northern Bihar). 

 Unfortunately, the carriage at which the bomb was targeted contained 

two English ladies and not Kingsford. The two women died in the 

attack. 

 Revolutionaries who threw the bomb were Prafulla Chaki and 

Khudiram Bose. 

 Chaki committed suicide while Bose, then only 18 years of age, was 

caught and sentenced to death by hanging. 

 The other people who were tried in the case were Aurobindo Ghosh 

and his brother Barin Ghosh, Kanailal Dutt, Satyendranath Bose and 

more than 30 others. 

 They were all members of the Anushilan Samiti in Calcutta. 

 Aurobindo Ghosh was acquitted due to lack of evidence and others 

served varying life-terms in prison. 

  

Curzon Wyllie's Assassination (1909) 



 

 

 The India House was an organisation in London involved in the 

freedom struggle of India mainly engaging Indian students in the UK 

as its participants. 

 Patrons of this organisation included Shyamji Krishna Varma and 

Bhikaiji Cama. 

 India House became the centre of revolutionary activities for Indian 

independence outside India. 

 The organisation was liquidated after the assassination of an army 

officer Curzon Wyllie by its member Madan Lal Dhingra in 1909. 

  

Howrah Gang Case (1910) 

 Also known as Howrah-Sibpur Conspiracy case. 

 In this case, 47 revolutionaries associated with the Anushilan Samiti 

were arrested and tried for the murder of Inspector Shamsul Alam. 

 Alam was investigating the revolutionary activities of the Samiti and 

was trying to link and consolidate the murders and robberies into a 

single case. 

 The case brought to light the work of revolutionary Jatindranath 

Mukherjee. 

 Despite attempts, the case could not establish the links, mainly due to 

the decentralised nature of the Samiti. 

 Of all the accused, only Jatindranath Mukherjee and Narendranath 

Bhattacharjee were sentenced to one year imprisonment. 

  



 

 

Delhi-Lahore Conspiracy Case (1912) 

 Also known as the Delhi Conspiracy Case. 

 This was an assassination attempt on Lord Hardinge, the then 

Viceroy of India. 

 The revolutionaries were led by Rashbehari Bose. 

 A homemade bomb was thrown into the viceroy’s howdah (elephant-

carriage) during a ceremonial procession in Delhi. The occasion was 

the transfer of the British capital from Calcutta to Delhi. 

 Lord Hardinge was injured while an Indian attendant was killed. 

 Bose escaped being caught whereas a few others were convicted for 

their roles in the conspiracy. 

  

Kakori Conspiracy (1925) 

 This was a case of a train robbery that occurred near Kakori in Uttar 

Pradesh. 

 The attack was led by youth of the Hindustan Republican Association 

(later renamed Hindustan Socialist Republican Association) 

including Ram Prasad Bismil, Ashfaqulla Khan, Chandrashekhar 

Azad, Rajendra Lahiri, Thakur Roshan Singh and others. 

 It was believed that the train carried money bags belonging to the 

British government. 

 One person was killed during the robbery. 

 The revolutionaries were arrested and tried in court. 



 

 

 Bismil, Khan, Lahiri and Roshan Singh were sentenced to death. 

Others were sentenced to deportation or imprisonment. 

  

Chittagong Armoury Raid (1930) 

 Also known as Chittagong Uprising. 

 This was an attempt by revolutionaries to raid the police armoury and 

the auxiliary forces armoury from Chittagong (now in Bangladesh). 

 They were led by Surya Sen. Others involved were Ganesh Ghosh, 

Lokenath Bal, Pritilata Waddedar, Kalpana Dutta, Ambika 

Chakraborty, Subodh Roy, etc. 

 The raiders were not able to locate any arms but were able to cut 

telephone and telegraph wires. 

 After the raid, Sen hoisted the Indian flag at the police armoury. 

 Many of the revolutionaries involved escaped but some were caught 

and tried. 

 The government came down heavily on the revolutionaries. Many 

were sentenced to imprisonment, deported to the Andaman, and 

Surya Sen was sentenced to death by hanging. Sen was brutally 

tortured by the police before he was hanged. 

  

Central Assembly Bomb Case (1929) & Lahore Conspiracy Case 

(1931) 



 

 

 Revolutionaries Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt sought to draw 

attention to their revolution by throwing a bomb along with leaflets in 

the Assembly House at Delhi. 

 They did not attempt to escape and were arrested and jailed for the 

act. 

 Their intention was not to hurt anyone but to popularise their 

revolutionary activities and philosophy. 

 Bhagat Singh was re-arrested in connection with the murder of a 

British police officer, JP Saunders. This case was called the Lahore 

Conspiracy Case. 

 Saunders was killed mistakenly as the real target was another police 

officer, James Scott, who was responsible for the lathi charge that 

killed Lala Lajpat Rai. 

 Others involved in this killing were Sukhdev, Rajguru and 

Chandrashekhar Azad. 

 They were all members of the Hindustan Socialist Republican 

Association. 

 While in prison, Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev along with other 

political prisoners went on a hunger strike to demand better 

conditions of prisoners in the jails. 

 After the trial, all three were sentenced and executed by hanging in 

March 1931. Azad was martyred the same year in February in a gun 

battle with the police in a park in Allahabad. 

 

 



 

 

 

Dr. B R Ambedkar (14 April 1891 – 6 December 1956) 

 Popularly known as Baba Saheb. He was the Chairman of the Drafting 

Committee of the Constituent Assembly and is called the ‘Father of 

the Indian Constitution’. 

 He was a jurist and an economist. Born into a caste that was 

considered untouchable, he faced many injustices and discrimination 

in society. He was born in Mhow in the Central Provinces (modern-

day Madhya Pradesh) to a Marathi family with roots in Ambadawe 

town of Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. 

 He was a brilliant student and had doctoral degrees in economics 

from the Columbia University and the London School of Economics. 

 Ambedkar was against the caste-based discriminations in society and 

advocated the Dalits to organise and demand their rights. 

 He promoted the education of Dalits and made representations to the 

government in various capacities in this regard. He was part of the 

Bombay Presidency Committee that worked with the Simon 

Commission in 1925. 

 He established the Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha to promote education 

and socio-economic improvements among the Dalits. He started 

magazines like Mooknayak, Equality Janta and Bahishkrit Bharat. 

 In 1927, he launched active agitation against untouchability. He 

organised and agitated for the right of Dalits to enter temples and to 

draw water from public water resources. He condemned Hindu 

scriptures that he thought propagated caste discrimination. 



 

 

 He advocated separate electorates for the ‘Depressed Classes’, the 

term with which Dalits were called at that time. He was in 

disagreement with Mahatma Gandhi at that time since Gandhi was 

against any sort of reservation in the electorates. When the British 

government announced the ‘Communal Award’ in 1932, Gandhi went 

on a fast in Yerwada Jail. An agreement was signed between Gandhi 

and Ambedkar in the jail whereby it was agreed to give reserved seats 

to the depressed classes within the general electorate. This was called 

the Poona Pact. 

 Ambedkar founded the Independent Labour Party (later transformed 

into the Scheduled Castes Federation) in 1936 and contested in 1937 

from Bombay to the Central Legislative Assembly. He also contested 

from Bombay (north-central) after independence in the country’s first 

general elections. But he lost both times. 

 He also worked as Minister of Labour in the Viceroy’s Executive 

Council. After independence, Ambedkar became the first Law 

Minister in 1947 under the Congress-led government. Later he 

resigned due to differences with Jawaharlal Nehru on the Hindu Code 

Bill. 

 He was appointed to the Rajya Sabha in 1952 and remained a 

member till his death. 

 He advocated a free economy with a stable Rupee. He also mooted 

birth control for economic development. He also emphasised equal 

rights for women. 



 

 

 A few months before he died, he converted to Buddhism in a public 

ceremony in Nagpur and with him lakhs of Dalits converted to 

Buddhism. 

 He authored several books and essays. Some of them are: The 

Annihilation of Caste, Pakistan or the Partition of India, The Buddha 

and his Dhamma, The Evolution of Provincial Finance in British 

India, Administration and Finance of the East India Company, etc. 

 Ambedkar considered the Right to Constitutional Remedy as the soul 

of the constitution. 

 Ambedkar died of ill health in 1956 at Delhi. He was cremated 

according to Buddhist rites in Dadar and a memorial is constructed 

there. The place is called Chaitya Bhoomi. His death anniversary is 

observed as Mahaparinirvan Din. His birth anniversary is celebrated 

as Ambedkar Jayanti or Bhim Jayanti on 14 April every year. 

 

 

 

Lala Lajpat Rai 

 

Lala Lajpat Rai was a prolific freedom fighter for India. His death 

anniversary, 17th November is celebrated as Martyr’s Day in India. 

Facts 

 Born in 1865 in Moga district, Punjab to a middle-class family. 



 

 

 Was a lawyer by profession. 

 Also called ‘Punjab Kesari’. 

 Was influenced by Swami Dayananda Saraswati and joined the Arya 

Samaj in Lahore. 

 He believed that the ideals in Hinduism combined with nationalism 

will lead to the establishment of a secular state. 

 Along with Bipin Chandra Pal and Bal Gangadhar Tilak, he formed 

the Lal-Bal-Pal trio of extremist leaders. 

 He was also involved with the Hindu Mahasabha. 

 He fought against untouchability. 

Contributions of Lala Lajpat Rai 

Political life 

 He joined the Indian National Congress (INC) and participated in 

many political agitations in Punjab. 

 For his political agitation, he was deported to Burma without trial in 

1907 but returned after a few months because of lack of evidence. 

 He was opposed to the partition of Bengal. 

 He founded the Home Rule League of America in 1917 in New York. 

In the USA, he worked to get moral support for the Indian 

independence movement from the international community. 

 He was also elected President of the All India Trade Union Congress. 

 He supported the non-cooperation movement of Gandhi at the 

Nagpur session of the Congress in 1920. 



 

 

 He protested against the Rowlatt Act and the Jallianwala Bagh 

massacre that followed. 

 He was the editor of the Arya Gazette, which he had founded. 

 He founded the Servants of People Society in 1921. 

 He co-founded the Punjab National Bank in 1894. 

 He was elected deputy leader of the Central Legislative Assembly in 

1926. 

 In 1928, he moved a resolution in the assembly refusing cooperation 

with the Simon Commission since the Commission had no Indian 

members. 

 He was leading a silent protest against the Simon Commission in 

Lahore when he was brutally lathi-charged by Superintendent of 

Police, James Scott. Rai died of injuries sustained a few weeks later. 

Bhagat Singh and a few other revolutionaries vowed to take revenge 

for Rai’s death and plotted to kill Scott. But he shot and killed John 

Saunders, an Assistant Superintendent of Police in a case of mistaken 

identity. 

 

 

 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

 



 

 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak, commonly known as Lokamanya Tilak was a leader of 

the Indian independence movement and belonged to the extremist faction. 

He was also called the ‘Father of Indian Unrest’. 

Background 

 Born as Keshav Gangadhar Tilak in 1856 in Ratnagiri, modern-day 

Maharashtra. 

 Born into a middle-class Hindu family; got a bachelor’s degree from 

Pune. 

 Initially worked as a maths teacher. Later started working as a 

journalist and joined the freedom movement. 

 He was one of the founders of the Fergusson College in Pune. 

 He died in 1920 aged 64. 

Political life 

 Tilak joined the Congress in 1890. 

 He was opposed to moderate ways and views and had a more radical 

and aggressive stance against British rule. 

 He was one of the first advocates of Swaraj or self-rule. He gave the 

slogan, “Swaraj is my birthright and I shall have it.” He believed that 

no progress was possible without self-rule. 

 He was part of the extremist faction of the INC and was a proponent 

of boycott and Swadeshi movements. 

 He published two papers – Kesari in Marathi and Mahratta in 

English. He was fearless in his criticism of the government in these 

papers. 



 

 

 He was sentenced to 18 months imprisonment on charges of 

“incitement to murder”. He had written that killers of oppressors 

could not be blamed, quoting the Bhagavad Gita. After this, two 

British officials were killed by two Indians in retaliation to the 

‘tyrannical’ measures taken by the government during the bubonic 

plague episode in Bombay. 

 Along with Bipin Chandra Pal and Lala Lajpat Rai, he was called the 

‘Lal-Bal-Pal’ trio of extremist leaders. 

 He was tried for sedition several times. He spent 6 years in Mandalay 

prison from 1908 to 1914 for writing articles defending Prafulla Chaki 

and Khudiram Bose. They were revolutionaries who had killed two 

English women, throwing bomb into the carriage carrying the 

women. Chaki and Bose had mistakenly assumed that Magistrate 

Douglas Kingsford was in it. 

 Tilak re-joined the INC in 1916, after having split earlier. 

 He was one of the founders of the All India Home Rule League, along 

with Annie Besant and G S Khaparde. 

 For his political ideals, Tilak drew heavily from the ancient Hindu 

scriptures. 

 He called for people to be proud of their heritage. He was against the 

blatant westernisation of society. 

 He transformed the simple Ganesh Puja performed at home into a 

social and public Ganesh festival. 

 He used the Ganesh Chaturthi and Shiv Jayanti (birth anniversary of 

Shivaji) festivals to create unity and a national spirit among the 

people. Unfortunately, this move alienated non-Hindus from him. 



 

 

 The Sarvajanik Ganeshotsav as popularised by him since 1894 is still 

one of the biggest festivals of Maharashtra. 

Social views 

 Despite being a nationalist radical leader, Bal Gangadhar Tilak’s 

social views were conservative. 

 He was against Hindu women getting modern education. 

 He was opposed to the age of consent bill initially in which the age of 

marriage of girls was proposed to be raised from 10 to 12. Even 

though he was okay with this raising of age, he saw this act as 

interference in the social and religious life of Indians by the British. 

Books written 

 Gita Rahasya 

 Arctic Home of the Vedas 

The gist of facts related to Lokmanya Tilak: 

1. Tilak received A Law degree from Government’s Law College, 

Bombay (now Mumbai) in the year 1879. 

2. Tilak founded two newspapers ‘Kesari’ in Marathi and ‘Mahratta’ in 

English. Both the newspapers actively propagated the cause of 

national freedom and stressed on making the Indians aware to be 

self-reliant. 

3. Tilak strongly criticized the education system followed in India by the 

British, therefore, he started the Deccan Educational Society with 

Gopal Ganesh Agarkar and Vishnu Shastry Chiplunkar for the 

purpose of inspiring nationalist education among Indian students. 



 

 

4. Tilak started the Swadeshi movement in India and to promote it, 

Tilak with Jamshedji Tata established Bombay Swadeshi Stores. 

5. He also started two important festivals (now the prime festival in 

Maharashtra and adjacent states). Shivaji Jayanti in 1895 and 

Ganesha festival in 1893. Ganesha festival because Lord Ganesha was 

worshipped by all Hindus and Shivaji because he was the first Hindu 

ruler who fought against Muslim power in India and established the 

Maratha Empire in the 17th century. 

6. Tilak with Annie Besant, Joseph Baptista, and Muhammad Ali Jinnah 

founded the All India Home Rule League in 1916. In the same year, he 

concluded the Lucknow Pact with Jinnah, which provided for Hindu-

Muslim unity in the nationalist struggle. 

7. His Publication includes The Arctic Home in the Vedas (1903) which 

represent the origin of Aryans and Srimad Bhagvat Gita Rahasya 

(1915) 

8. The Government of India released a coin to commemorate Tilak’s 

150th birth anniversary in 2007. Not just that, Om Raut directed the 

film Lokmanya: Ek Yug Purush which was released on 2 January 

2015. 

 

 

Nana Saheb (1824 – 1857) 

Nana Saheb/Sahib played a pivotal role in the Indian Revolt of 1857. He led 

the uprising at Kanpur (Cawnpore). 

Background 



 

 

 Born in Bithoor (Kanpur District), Uttar Pradesh in May 1824. 

 His birth name was Nana Govind Dhondu Pant. 

 His father travelled from the Western Ghats to the court of the 

Peshwa Baji Rao II in Pune to become a court official. 

 He and his brother were adopted by the Peshwa who was childless in 

1827. Nana Saheb’s mother was the Peshwa’s sister-in-law. 

 His childhood friends were Tatya Tope and Manikarnika Tambe (later 

Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi). 

 Peshwa Baji Rao II had been living in an estate in Bithoor after the 

third Anglo-Maratha War. He was given an annual pension by the 

British. 

 As per the Doctrine of Lapse established by Lord Dalhousie, any 

Indian State under the control of the British or any vassal of the 

British without its ruler having an heir would be annexed by the 

British. 

 After the Peshwa died, the British stopped giving pension to his 

adopted son Nana Saheb and refused to accept him as the heir (since 

he was adopted). 

 Despite being stated as the heir in the will of Baji Rao II, the British 

refused to accept Nana Saheb’s rightful claim to be the next Peshwa. 

 This ‘insult’ from the British led him to take part in the Revolt of 

1857. 

Role in the Revolt of 1857 

 In June 1857, Nana Saheb and the sepoys he led attacked the British 

entrenchment at Kanpur and captured it. 



 

 

 In July 1857, the British were successful in recapturing Kanpur by 

defeating Nana Saheb’s forces. 

 From Kanpur, Nana Saheb escaped to Bithoor. 

 The British took possession of his palace in Bithoor but could not get 

hold of Nana himself. 

 In 1858, Nana’s associates Rani Laxmibai and Tatya Tope proclaimed 

him as the Peshwa at Gwalior. 

 By 1859, he was believed to have escaped to Nepal. It is not known 

how, when or where he died. 

 

 

The Mauryan Empire 

Rise of the Mauryas 

 The last of the Nanda rulers, Dhana Nanda was highly unpopular due 

to his oppressive tax regime. 

 Also, post Alexander’s invasion of North-Western India, that region 

faced a lot of unrest from foreign powers. 

 They were ruled by Indo-Greek rulers. 

 Chandragupta, with the help of an intelligent and politically astute 

Brahmin, Kautilya usurped the throne by defeating Dhana Nanda in 

321 BC. 

Chandragupta Maurya 



 

 

 Chandragupta’s origins are shrouded in mystery. The Greek sources 

(which are the oldest) mention him to be of non-warrior lineage. The 

Hindu sources also say he was a student of Kautilya of humble birth 

(probably born to a Shudra woman). Most Buddhist sources say he 

was a Kshatriya. 

 It is generally accepted that he was an orphaned boy born into a 

humble family who was trained by Kautilya. 

 Greek accounts mention him as Sandrokottos. 

 Alexander had abandoned his India conquest in 324 BC and within a 

year, Chandragupta had defeated some of the Greek-ruled cities in 

the north-western part of the country. 

 Kautilya provided the strategy while Chandragupta executed it. They 

had raised a mercenary army of their own. 

 Then, they moved eastward into Magadha. 

 In a series of battles, he defeated Dhana Nanda and laid the 

foundations of the Maurya Empire in about 321 BC. 

 In 305 BC, he entered into a treaty with Seleucus Nicator (a general of 

Alexander who ruled over northwest India) in which Chandragupta 

acquired Baluchistan, eastern Afghanistan and the region to the west 

of Indus. He also married Seleucus Nicator’s daughter. In return, 

Seleucus Nicator got 500 elephants. Seleucus Nicator avoided a war 

with the mighty Chandragupta. 

 Megasthenes was the Greek ambassador at Chandragupta’s court. 

 Chandragupta led a policy of expansion and brought under one 

control almost the whole of present India barring a few places like 

Kalinga and the extreme South. 



 

 

 His reign lasted from 321 BC to 297 BC. 

 He abdicated the throne in favour of his son, Bindusara and went to 

Karnataka with Jain monk Bhadrabahu. He had embraced Jainism 

and is said to have starved himself to death according to the Jain 

tradition at Shravanabelagola. 

Bindusara 

 Son of Chandragupta. 

 He ruled from 297 BC to 273 BC. 

 Also called Amitraghata (Slayer of foes) or Amitrochates in Greek 

sources. 

 Deimachus was a Greek ambassador at his court. 

 He had appointed his son, Ashoka as the governor of Ujjain. 

 Bindusara is believed to have extended the Mauryan Empire to 

Mysore as well. 

Chanakya 

 Teacher of Chandragupta Maurya, who was also his Chief Minister. 

 Brahmin by birth, he was a teacher and scholar at Taxila. Other 

names are Vishnugupta and Chanakya. 

 He was also a minister in the court of Bindusara. 

 He is credited to be the master strategist behind the usurping of the 

Nanda throne and the rise of the Mauryan Empire through his 

student, Chandragupta. 



 

 

 He wrote Arthashastra which is a treatise on statecraft, economics, 

and military strategy. 

 Arthashastra was rediscovered by R Shamasastry in 1905 after it had 

disappeared in the 12th century. 

 The work contains 15 books and 180 chapters. The main theme is 

divided into: 

i. King, Council of Ministers and Departments of the Government 

ii. Civil and criminal law 

iii. Diplomacy of war 

 It also contains information on trade and markets, method to screen 

ministers, spies, duties of a king, ethics, social welfare, agriculture, 

mining, metallurgy, medicine, forests, etc. 

 Chanakya is also called ‘Indian Machiavelli”. 

 

 

 

Gautam Buddha & His Teachings Notes 

 

Facts about the Buddha 

 Buddhism was founded by Gautama Buddha. 

 Buddha was born as Prince Siddhartha at Lumbini near Kapilavastu 

(in present Nepal) in 566 BC. 



 

 

 He was the son of Suddhodhana and Mahamaya. Suddhodhana was 

the chief of the Sakya clan. Due to this, Buddha was also known as 

‘Sakyamuni’. 

 His mother died either giving birth to him or after seven days. 

Siddhartha was brought up by his maternal aunt, Prajapati Gautami. 

This gave him the name ‘Gautama’. 

 He was married to Yashodhara and had a son, Rahula. 

 He left his home at the age of 29 to become an ascetic. This event is 

called Mahabhishkramana. 

 The idea of renunciation occurred to the Buddha after he saw four 

different states of man – sick man, old man, corpse and ascetic. 

 Buddha wandered for seven years and at the age of 35 attained 

enlightenment at Uruvela while meditating under a banyan tree on 

the banks of the river Niranjana. This tree came to be known as 

‘Bodhi tree’ and the place became Bodh Gaya (in Bihar). 

 He gave his first sermon at Sarnath near Varanasi. This event is called 

Dharmachakra Pravartana/ Dhammachakkappavattana. 

 He died in 483 BC under a Sal tree in Kushinagar (in UP). This event 

is called Mahaparinirvana. 

 The term ‘Buddha’ means ‘enlightened one’. 

 Important contemporaries of Buddha were Mahavira Jaina, Kings 

Prasenjit, Bimbisara and Ajatasatru. 

Buddhist Philosophy/Teachings of the Buddha 

 It teaches the Middle Path renouncing extreme step like indulgence 

and strict abstinence. 



 

 

 The four noble truths (Arya satya) in Buddhism are: 

1. The world is full of sorrow. 

2. Desire is the root cause of all sorrow. 

3. Sorrow can be conquered by conquering desire. 

4. Desire can be conquered by following the eight-fold paths 

(Ashtangirka Marga). 

 Eight-fold path are: 

1. Right understanding 

2. Right resolve 

3. Right speech 

4. Right action 

5. Right living 

6. Right efforts 

7. Right thought 

8. Right self-concentration. 

 The Tri Ratnas of Buddhism are: Buddha, Dhamma and Sangha. 

 Buddha: highest spiritual potential in every one. 

 Dhamma: the teachings of Buddha (Pali for Sanskrit Dharma 

or righteousness) 

 Sangha: order of monks who follow Buddhism. 

 Buddha did not believe in god or soul. 

 Stressed on karma and ahimsa. 

 He was against the varna system. Buddha taught in Pali. 



 

 

 Buddhism spread to several countries outside India. China adopted 

Buddhism in the 1st century AD. 

 

 

 

Buddhist Councils & Important Texts Notes 

Buddhist Councils 

 

Four Buddhist Councils were held under different kings. 

First Buddhist Council 

 Conducted under the patronage of King Ajatasatru of Haryanka 

dynasty. 

 It was held in 483 BC just after Buddha’s demise. 

 It was held at Sattapani caves (Sattaparnaguha) in Rajagriha. 

 The monk who presided over the first council was Mahakassapa. 

 Main objective was to preserve the Buddha’s teachings. 

 At this council, Ananda composed the Suttapitaka (Buddha’s 

Teachings) and Mahakassapa composed the Vinaypitaka (monastic 

code). 

Second Buddhist Council 



 

 

 Conducted under the patronage of King Kalasoka of Sisunaga 

dynasty. 

 It was held in 383 BC, i.e., hundred years after the Buddha’s death. 

 It was held at Vaishali. 

 Sabakami presided over the council. 

 Main objective was to discuss ten disputed points under the 

Vinaypitaka. 

 The first major split happened here – two groups that would later 

evolve into Theravada and Mahayana. The first group was called 

Thera (meaning Elder in Pali). They wanted to preserve the teachings 

of Buddha in the original spirit. The other group called Mahasanghika 

(Great Community) interpreted the Buddha’s teachings more 

liberally. 

Third Buddhist Council 

 Conducted under the patronage of Emperor Ashoka of Maurya 

dynasty. 

 It was held in 250 BC at Pataliputra. 

 The council was presided over by Mogaliputta Tissa. 

 Main objective was to purify Buddhism from opportunistic factions 

and corruption in the Sangha. 

 The Abhidhamma Pitaka was composed here making the almost 

completion of the modern Pali Tipitaka. 

 Buddhist missionaries were sent to other countries. 

 Buddhism preached by Emperor Ashoka was Hinayana. 



 

 

Fourth Buddhist Council 

 Conducted under the patronage of King Kanishka of Kushan dynasty. 

 It was held in the 1st century AD at Kundalvana in Kashmir. 

 Vasumitra and Ashvaghosha presided over this council 

 All deliberations were conducted in Sanskrit. 

 Here, Abhidhamma texts were translated from Prakrit to Sanskrit. 

 This council resulted in the division of Buddhism into two sects 

namely, Mahayana (the Greater Vehicle) and Hinayana (the Lesser 

Vehicle). 

 Mahayana sect believed in idol worship, rituals and Boddhisattvas. 

They regarded the Buddha as God. Hinayana continued the original 

teachings and practices of the Buddha. They adhere to the scriptures 

written in Pali while the Mahayana includes Sanskrit scriptures as 

well. 

Buddhist Texts 

 The most important sources of Buddhism are the Tripitakas / 

Tipitakas written in Pali language. They are: 

1. Sutta Pitaka 

2. Vinaya Pitaka 

3. Abhidhamma Pitaka 

 Dhammapada: a part of the Khuddaka Nikaya of the Sutta Pitaka. It 

contains a collection of the sayings of the Buddha in verse form. 



 

 

 Milinda Panha: Literal meaning in Pali – Questions of Milinda. It was 

written around 100 BC. It contains a dialogue between the Indo-

Greek King Menander I or Milinda of Bactria and sage Nagasena 

where Milinda asks questions on Buddhism to the sage. 

 Buddhacharita: it is an epic poem composed in Sanskrit by 

Ashvaghosha in early 2nd century AD. It is about the life of the 

Buddha. 

Causes of the Spread of Buddhism 

 

 Buddha’s magnetic personality. 

 He taught in Pali which the masses understood as opposed to 

Sanskrit. 

 He admitted people into the Sangha irrespective of caste distinctions. 

 Initial Sanghas were democratic and disciplined organisations. 

 The monks travelled to different places preaching the teachings of 

Buddha. 

 It received royal patronage including from Bimbisara, Ajatasatru, 

Ashoka, Kanisha and Harshavardhana. 



 

 

Causes of the Decline of Buddhism in India 

 Split into Mahayana and Hinayana weakened the religion. 

 There was corruption among the latter monks. They gave up austerity 

and indulged in luxuries. Moral standards deteriorated. 

 Royal patronage for Buddhism declined after the end of the Gupta 

dynasty around 650 AD. 

 Orthodox Hinduism became more popular especially due to the 

works of Kumarila Bhatt and Adi Shankara. 

 The invasions by the Huns and later by the Islamic armies further 

declined the influence of Buddhism in the subcontinent. 

 

 

 

The North Indian Kingdoms - The Rajputs 

The Medieval Indian History period lies between the 8th and the 18th 

century A.D. Ancient Indian history came to an end with the rule of Harsha 

and Pulakesin II. 

The medieval period can be divided into two stages: 

 Early medieval period: 8th – 12th century A.D. 

 Later Medieval period: 12th-18th century. 

About the Rajputs 



 

 

 They are the descendants of Lord Rama (Surya vamsa) or Lord 

Krishna (Chandra vamsa) or the Hero who sprang from the sacrificial 

fire (Agni Kula theory). 

 Rajputs belonged to the early medieval period. 

 The Rajput Period (647A.D- 1200 A.D.) 

 From the death of Harsha to the 12th century, the destiny of India 

was mostly in the hands of various Rajput dynasties. 

 They belong to the ancient Kshatriya families. 

 They are foreigners. 

There were nearly 36 Rajput’ clans. The major clans were: 

1. The Pratiharas of Avanti 

2. The Palas of Bengal 

3. The Chauhans of Delhi and Ajmer 

4. The Rathors of Kanauj 

5. The Guhilas or Sisodiyas of Mewar 

6. The Chandellas of Bundelkhand 

7. The Paramaras of Malwa 

8. The Senas of Bengal 

9. The Solankis of Gujarat 

The Pratiharas 8th-11th Century A.D 

 The Pratiharas were also called as Gurjara. 

 They ruled between 8th and 11th century A.D. over northern and 

western India. 



 

 

 Pratiharas: A fortification- The Pratiharas stood as a fortification 

of India’s defence against the hostility of the Muslims from the days 

of Junaid of Sind (725.A.D.) to Mahmud of Ghazni. 

Rulers 

 

Nagabhatta I (725-740 A.D.) 

 Founder of the Pratihara dynasty with Kanauj as it’s capital. 

Vatsaraja and Nagabhatta II 

 Played a vital role in merging the empire. 

Mihirabhoja 

 The most powerful Pratihara king. 

 During his period, the empire expanded from Kashmir to Narmada 

and from Kathiawar to Bihar. 

Mahendrapala (885-908 A.D.) 

 Son of Mihirabhoja, was also a powerful ruler. 

 He extended his control over Magadha and North Bengal. 

Decline of the Pratiharas 

 

 Rajyapala was the last Pratihara king. 

 Vast empire was reduced to Kanauj. 



 

 

 The Pratihara power began to decline after Mahmud of Ghazni 

attacked the kingdom in 1018 A.D. 

 After the decline of the Prathiharas their feudatories Palas, Tomars, 

Chauhans, Rathors, Chandellas. 

 Guhilas and Paramaras became independent rulers. 

 There was complete anarchism in Bengal between 750-760 A.D. 

Pala Dynasty 

Gopala (765-769 A.D.) 

 Founder of Pala Dynasty and he also restored order. 

 Ruled over Northern and Eastern India. 

 He expanded the Pala dynasty and extended his power over 

Magadha. 

Dharmapala (769-815 A.D.) 

 He is the son of Gopala and succeeded his father. 

 He brought Bengal, Bihar, and Kanauj under his control. 

 He defeated the Pratiharas and became the master of Northern India. 

 He was a steadfast Buddhist and founded the famous Vikramasila 

University and several monasteries. 

 He also restored the Nalanda University. 

Devapala (815-855 A.D.) 

 Devapala is the son of Dharmapala who succeeded his father. 

 He kept the Pala territories intact. 

 He captured Assam and Orissa. 



 

 

Mahipala (998-1038 A.D.) 

 The Palas became powerful during his reign. 

 The Pala dynasty declined after the death of Mahipala. 

Govinda Pala 

 He is the last Pala King. 

Tripartite Struggle for Kanauj 

The Tripartite Struggle for Kanauj was between the Pratiharas of Central 

India, 

the Palas of Bengal and the Rashtrakutas of Deccan. 

As all these three dynasties wanted to establish their supremacy over 

Kanauj and 

the fertile Gangetic Valley. 

The Tripartite Struggle lasted for 200 years and weakened all of them 

which enabled 

the Turks to overthrow them. 

The Tomars of Delhi 

The Tomars were the feudatories of the Pratiharas. 

They founded the city of Delhi in 736 A.D. 

Mahipala Tomar captured Thaneshwar, Hansi and Nagarkot in 1043 A.D. 

Chauhans captured Delhi in middle of the 12th century and the Tomars 

became 

their feudatories. 

The Chauhans of Delhi and Ajmer 



 

 

 The Chauhans declared their independence in the 1101 century at 

Ajmer and they were the feudatories of the Pratiharas. 

 They captured Ujjain from the Paramaras of Malwa and Delhi in the 

early part of the 12th century. 

 They shifted their capital to Delhi. 

 Prithviraj Chauhan was the most important ruler of this dynasty. 

Rathors of Kanauj (1090-1194 A.D.) 

 The Rathors established themselves on the throne of Kanauj from 

1090 to 1194 A.D. 

 Jaichand was the last great ruler of this dynasty. 

 He was killed in the battle of Chandwar in 1194A.D. by Muhammad of 

Ghori. 

The Chandellas of Bundelkhand 

 Established them in the 9th century. 

 Mahoba was the capital of Chandella during the period of Chief 

Yasovarman 

 Kalinjar was their important fort. 

 The Chandellas built the most famous Kandariya Mahadeva Temple 

in 1050 A.D. and a number of beautiful temples at Khajuraho. 

 Paramal the last Chandella ruler was defeated by Qutb-ud-din Aibak 

in 1203A.D. 

The Guhllas or Sisodiyas of Mewar 



 

 

 The Rajput ruler Bapa Rawat was the founder of the Guhila or the 

Sisodiya dynasty and Chittor was its capital. 

 During the period of Rana Ratan Singh of Mewar. 

 In 1307 A.D.Ala-ud-din khilji invaded his territory and defeated 

him. 

 Rana Sangha and Maharana Prata the Sisodiya rulers gave a tough 

fight to the Mughal rulers of India. 

The Paramaras of Malwa 

 The Paramaras were also the feudatories of Pratiharas. They declared 

their independence in the 10thcentury and Dhara was their capital. 

Raja Bhoja (1018-1069) 

 He was the most famous ruler of this period. 

 He constructed a beautiful lake more than 250 sq. miles near Bhopal. 

 He set up a college at Dhara for the study of Sanskrit Literature. 

The reign of the Paramaras came to an end with the invasion of 

Ala-ud-din Khilji. 

Nature of the Rajputs 

 The Rajputs were great warriors and chivalrous by nature. 

 They believed in protecting the women and the weak. 

Religion 

 The Rajputs were staunch followers of Hinduism. 

 They also patronized Buddhism and Jainism. 



 

 

 During their period the Bhakti Cult started. 

Government 

 The Rajput government was outdated in character. 

 Each kingdom was divided into a large number of Jagirs held by the 

Jagirdars. 

Major literary works of this period 

 Kalhana’s Rajatarangin 

 Jayadeva’s Gita Govindam 

 Somadeva’s Kathasaritasagar 

 Chand Bardai, the court poet of Prithviraj Chauhan, wrote Prithviraj 

Raso in which he refers to the military exploits of Prithviraj Chauhan. 

 Bhaskara Charya wrote Siddhanta Shiromani, a book on astronomy. 

Rajasekhara 

 The court poet of Mahendrapala and Mahipala. 

 His best known works were Karpu ramanjari , Bala and Ramayana. 

Art and Architecture 

During this period 

 Mural paintings and Miniature paintings were popular. 

 Temples at Khajuraho 

 Lingaraja Temple at Bhubaneshwar 

 The Sun Temple at Konark 

 The Dilwara Temple at Mount Abu 



 

 

End of the Rajput Power 

 There was no strong military power during the Rajput period to keep 

the warring princes in check and to coordinate their activities against 

foreign invasions. 

Some popular terms 

 Jauhar: Amass suicide of women in order to escape defilement at 

the hands of foreign victors. 

 Gita Govindam: Song of the cowherd 

 Rajatarangini: ‘River of Kings’ 

 Kathasaritasagara: ‘Ocean of tales’ 

 

 

 

The Bahmani Kingdom 

 

The Bahmani Kingdom (1347-1526 A.D.) 

 

The Bahmani Kingdom was one of the most powerful Muslim kingdoms in 

India. 

Political History 

 Hasan Gangu Bahmani was the founder of the Bahmani Kingdom. 



 

 

 He was a Turkish officer of Devagiri. 

 in 1347 A.D. he established the independent Bahmani kingdom. 

 His kingdom stretched from the Arabian Sea to the Bay of Bengal, 

included the whole of Deccan up to the river Krishna with its capital 

at Gulbarga. 

Muhammad Shah-I (1358-1377.A.D.) 

 He was the next ruler of the Bahamani Kingdom. 

 He was an able general and administrator. 

 He defeated Kapaya Nayaks of Warangal and the Vijayanagar ruler 

Bukka-I.  

Muhammad Shah-ll (1378-1397.A.D.) 

 In 1378 A.D. Muhammad Shah-ll ascended the throne. 

 He was a peace lover and developed friendly relations with his 

neighbours. 

 He built many mosques, madrasas (a place of learning) and 

hospitals.  

Feroz Shah Bahmani (1397-1422 A.D.) 

 He was a great general 

 He defeated the Vijayanagar ruler Deva Raya I.  

Ahmad Shah (1422-1435 A.D.) 



 

 

 Ahmad Shah succeeded Feroz Shah Bahmani 

 He was an unkind and heartless ruler. 

 He conquered the kingdom of Warangal. 

 He changed his capital from Gulbarga to Bidar. 

 He died in 1435A.D. 

Muhammad Shah-lll (1463-1482 A.D.) 

 In 1463A.D. Muhammad Shah lll became the Sultan at the age of 

nine 

 Muhammad Gawan became the regent of the infant ruler. 

 Under Muhammad Gawan’s able leadership the Bahmani kingdom 

became very powerful. 

 Muhammad Gawan defeated the rulers of Konkan, Orissa, 

Sangameshwar, and Vijayanagar.  

Muhammad Gawan 

 He was a very wise scholar and an able administrator. 

 He improved the administration, systematized finances, encouraged 

public education, reformed the revenue system, disciplined the army 

and eliminated corruption. 

 In 1481 Muhammad Gawan persecuted by the Deccan Muslims who 

were jealous of him and sentenced to death by Muhammad Shah. 

The Five Muslim Dynasties 



 

 

 Muhammad Shah-lll died in 1482 

 His successors were weak and the Bahmani Kingdom disintegrated 

into five kingdoms namely: 

1. Bijapur 

2. Ahmednagar 

3. Bera 

4. Golconda 

5. Bidar 

Administration 

 The Sultans followed a Feudal type of administration. 

 Tarafs – The kingdom was divided into many provinces called Tarafs 

 Tarafdar or Amir – Governor who controlled the Taraf. 

Golgumbaz 

 Golgumbaz in Bijapur is called the whispering gallery because when 

one whispers, the lingering echo of the whisper is heard in the 

opposite corner. 

 This is so because when one whispers in one corner, a lingering echo 

is heard in the opposite corner. 

Contribution to Education 

 The Bahmani Sultans gave great attention to education. 

 They encouraged Arabic and Persian learning. 



 

 

 Urdu also flourished during this period  

Art and Architecture 

 Numerous mosques, madarasas and libraries were built. 

 The Juma Masjid at Gulbarga The Golconda Fort 

 The Golgumbaz at Bijapur 

 The Madrasas of Muhammad Gawan 

Decline of Bahmani Kingdom 

 There was a constant war between the Bahmani and Vijayanagar 

rulers. 

 Inefficient and weak successors after Muhammad Shah III. 

 The rivalry between the Bahmani rulers and foreign nobles. 

 

 

 

Battle of Plassey 

Battle of Plassey was the major reason for the consolidation of the British 

rule in India. This battle was fought between the East India Company 

headed by Robert Clive and the Nawab of Bengal (Siraj-ud-daulah) and his 

French Troop. 

The major reason behind this battle was the non-payment of tax and duty 

by the workers of the British East India Company. 



 

 

 

Background & Reason for the Battle of Plassey 

The East India Company had a strong presence in India majorly at Fort St. 

George, Fort William, and Bombay Castle. 

The British resorted to having an alliance with the Nawabs and princes in 

exchange for security against any form of external and internal attack and 

were promised concessions in return for their safety and protection. 

The problem arose when the alliance was disrupted under the rule of 

Nawab of Bengal (Siraj-ud-daulah). The Nawab started seizing the fort of 

Calcutta and imprisoning many British Officials in June 1756. The 

prisoners were kept in a dungeon in Fort William. This incident is called 

the Black Hole of Calcutta since only a handful of the prisoners survived the 

captivity where over a hundred people were kept in a cell meant for about 6 

people. The East India company planned an attack and Robert Clive bribed 

Mir Jafar, the commander-in-chief of the Nawab’s army, and also promised 

him to make him Nawab of Bengal. 

The Battle of Plassey was fought at Palashi, on the banks of Bhagirathi river 

near Calcutta on June 23, 1757. 

After three hours of intense fighting, there was a heavy downpour. The 

major reason for the defeat of Nawab was the lack of planning to protect 

their weapons during the heavy downpour which turned the table in favour 

of the British army. 



 

 

Siraj-ud-Daulah’s army with 50,000 soldiers, 40 cannons and 10 war 

elephants was defeated by 3,000 soldiers of Robert Clive. The battle ended 

in 11 hours and Siraj-ud-daulah fled from the battle post his defeat. 

According to Robert Clive, 22 men died and 50 were injured from the 

British troops. The Nawab army lost about 500 men, including several key 

officials and many of them even suffered several casualties. 

Effects of Battle of Plassey 

Post the battle, there were severe after-effects in various forms. 

They are stated below: 

Political Effects 

 The Battle of Plassey resulted in the end of French forces. 

 Mir Jafar was crowned as the Nawab of Bengal 

 Mir Jafar was unhappy with the position and instigated the Dutch to 

attack the British in order to consolidate his foundation. 

 Battle of Chinsura was fought between the Dutch and British forces 

on November 25, 1759. 

 The British installed Mir Qasim as the Nawab of Bengal. 

 The British became the paramount European power in Bengal. 

 Robert Clive was titled “Lord Clive”, Baron of Plassey and also 

obtained a seat in the British House of Commons. 

Economic Effects 

 The economy of India was affected severely. 



 

 

 Post the victory, the British started imposing severe rules and 

regulations on the inhabitants of Bengal in the name of tax collection. 

 

 

 

Third Battle of Panipat 

Facts about the Third Battle of Panipat 

 Fought between: Maratha Empire and Durrani Empire (Afghanistan) 

 People involved: Sadashivrao Bhau (Commander-in-chief of the 

Maratha Army), Vishwasrao, Malharrao Holkar, Ahmad Shah 

Durrani (also called Ahmad Shah Abdali). 

 When: 14th January 1761 

 Where: Panipat (97 km north of Delhi) in modern day Haryana. 

 Result: Victory for the Afghans. 

 Durrani got support from the Rohillas of the Doab and Shuja-ud-

daulah, the Nawab of Awadh. 

 The Marathas failed to get support from the Rajputs, Jats or the 

Sikhs. 

Background 

 The Maratha power was on the rise in the subcontinent after the 

death of the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. They had under their 

control many regions in the Deccan and elsewhere that was 



 

 

previously under the Mughals. They also had Malwa, Rajputana and 

Gujarat under their control. 

 In 1747, Ahmad Shah Durrani had established the Durrani Empire in 

Afghanistan. In 1747 he annexed Lahore. In subsequent years, he had 

taken control of Punjab and Sindh as well. Durrani’s son Timur Shah 

was the governor of Lahore. 

 The Maratha Peshwa Bajirao was able to capture Lahore and drive 

out Timur Shah. 

 During this time, the Maratha Empire stretched from the Indus in the 

north to the southern regions of India. 

 Delhi was only nominally under the Mughals. Many people were 

alarmed at the rapid rise of the Hindu Marathas and they appealed to 

Durrani to stop the Marathas’ expansion. 

 Ahmad Shah Durrani was able to gather support from the Afghan 

Rohillas of the Gangetic Doab. 

 Shuja-ud-daulah, the Nawab of Awadh was solicited by both the 

Afghans and the Marathas for support, but he chose to ally with the 

Afghans. 

Reasons for the Afghan victory 

 The combined army of Durrani and his allies were numerically 

superior to the Maratha army. 

 Shuja-ud-daulah’s support also proved decisive as he provided the 

necessary finances for the Afghans’ long stay in northern India. 

 The Maratha capital was at Pune and the battlefield was miles away. 



 

 

Effects of the battle 

 Immediately after the battle, the Afghan army massacred thousands 

of Maratha soldiers as well as civilians in the streets of Panipat. The 

vanquished women and children were taken as slaves to Afghan 

camps. 

 Even a day after the battle, around 40,000 Maratha prisoners were 

slaughtered in cold blood. 

 Sadashivrao Bhau and the Peshwa’s son Vishwasrao were among 

those killed in battle. 

 The Peshwa Balaji Bajirao never recovered from the shock this 

debacle gave. 

 There were heavy casualties on both sides. 

 The Maratha rise was checked but they retook Delhi ten years later 

under Peshwa Madhavrao. 

 Durrani did not remain in India too long. He reinstated Mughal Shah 

Alam II as the Emperor at Delhi. 

 

 

 

 

The Bengal Famine 

A disastrous famine affected the lower Gangetic Plains of India including 

the regions of Bengal and Bihar between 1769 and 1773 where 1/3rd of the 



 

 

population perished. An estimated 10 million people died of starvation and 

famine-triggered epidemics that also affected the regions of Assam, Odisha, 

Jharkhand and Bangladesh. The territory was then ruled by the British East 

India Company. 

Causes 

 After the Battles of Plassey and Buxar, the British East India 

Company had acquired the Diwani rights over Bengal. 

 The Nawab was only a nominal head with the real power resting 

under the company’s head. 

 The company was only interested in maximising revenue and profits 

for itself while the plight of the local farmers and others were 

completely neglected. 

 Prior to the company’s rule, the tax rate on land revenue was only 

about 1/10th of the agricultural produce. But the company increased 

it overnight to 50% of the produce. 

 The farmers, who had previously stored excess produce for a lean 

season (they had excess because of the less tax), were not permitted 

to store produce, and they could not store too, because of the terrible 

tax regime under the English. 

 The British forced farmers to harvest cash crops like poppy and 

indigo for export rather than food crops like paddy. This resulted in a 

shortage of grains for the people. 

 There was a minor shortage of crops in 1768 which was not an 

alarming situation. 



 

 

 But in 1769, there was a monsoon failure followed by severe drought. 

Starvation deaths started by 1769, but the company officials ignored 

this situation. 

 By 1770, the death count was increasing and almost 10 million people 

fell victim to this man-made devastation. 

 The company continued to collect taxes from farmers who could pay 

by further increasing the tax rate to make up for the loss in 

agricultural revenue due to the famine. 

 This famine was caused, to a large extent, by the company’s tax and 

revenue policies, and apathy of the company officials to rising 

starvation. 

Results 

 The famine situation soothed by 1770 with good rainfall but not 

before claiming 1/3rd of the local population. 

 Large swathes of land were depopulated as a result of the famine. 

 Many agricultural lands became jungles for decades as a result of this 

famine. 

 This also increased the menace of bands of thugs or dacoits in Bengal. 

 

 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772 – 1833) 

Facts 



 

 

 Born in Radhanagar, Hooghly District, and Bengal Presidency in May 

1772 into a Bengali Hindu family. 

 He is known as the ‘Father of Modern India’ or ‘Father of the Bengal 

Renaissance’. 

 He was a religious and social reformer. 

 Widely known for his role in the abolition of the practice of Sati. 

 He was a scholar and knew Sanskrit, Persian, Hindi, Bengali, English 

and Arabic. 

 He fought against the perceived ills of Hindu society at that time. 

 Propagated Western education among Indians. 

 Formed the Brahmo Samaj in 1828. 

 Worked for the East India Company as a clerk. 

 He died in September 1833 in Bristol, England. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy Contribution 

Work and ideology 

 He was opposed to Sati, polygamy, child marriage, idolatry, the caste 

system, and propagated widow remarriage. 

 He stressed on rationalism and modern scientific approach. 

 He believed in social equality of all human beings. 

 He started many schools to educate Indians in Western scientific 

education in English. 

 He was against the perceived polytheism of Hinduism. He advocated 

monotheism as given in the scriptures. 



 

 

 He studied Christianity and Islam as well. 

 He translated the Vedas and five of the Upanishads into Bengali. 

 He started the Sambad Kaumudi, a Bengali weekly newspaper which 

regularly denounced Sati as barbaric and against the tenets of 

Hinduism. 

 In 1828, he founded the Brahmo Sabha which was later renamed 

Brahmo Samaj. He had also founded the Atmiya Sabha. 

 Brahmo Samaj’s chief aim was worship of the eternal god. It was 

against priesthood, rituals and sacrifices. It focused on prayers, 

meditation and reading of the scriptures. 

 It was the first intellectual reform movement in modern India where 

social evils then practiced where condemned and efforts made to 

remove them from society. 

 It led to the emergence of rationalism and enlightenment in India 

which indirectly contributed to the nationalist movement. 

 The Brahmo Samaj believed in the unity of all religions. 

 He worked for the improvement in the position of women. He 

advocated widow remarriage and education of women. 

 His efforts led to the abolition of Sati in 1829 by Lord William 

Bentinck, the then Governor-General of India. 

 He was a true humanist and democrat. 

 He also spoke against the unjust policies of the British government 

especially the restrictions on press freedom. 

 Raja Ram Mohan Roy and his Brahmo Samaj played a vital role in 

awakening Indian society to the pressing issues plaguing society at 



 

 

that time and also was the forerunner of all social, religious and 

political movements that happened in the country since. 

 He visited England as an ambassador of the Mughal king Akbar Shah 

II (father of Bahadur Shah) where he died of a disease. He was 

awarded the title ‘Raja’ by Akbar II. 

 

 

 

Swami Vivekananda (1863 – 1902) 

 

Background 

 Born as Narendranath Dutta in Calcutta in January 1863. 

 Was influenced by Ramakrishna Paramahamsa who became his Guru. 

 Became a monk and travelled all over India and the West. 

 His writings and speeches did a lot to spread Hindu philosophy in the West 

especially Advaita Vedanta and Yoga philosophies. 

 In 1886, he formally accepted monastic vows. 

 He established many Mathas in India the most important being the Belur 

Math in Belur, Howrah district. 

 He founded the Ramakrishna Mission in May 1897. 

 He died in 1902 in Belur Math in West Bengal. 

  

Contributions 



 

 

 Swami Vivekananda is credited with introducing the West to the Indian 

philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga. 

 He worked in the field of social service. 

 He spoke to people in India and urged them to eliminate the caste system 

and promote science and industrialisation. 

 He also inspired many people to join the national independence movement. 

 He urged the youth of the country to fight colonial oppression, do social 

service and work for the people in unity. 

 His teachings opened up interfaith debates and interfaith awareness. 

 He also worked against superstitions and advocated the upliftment of 

women’s position in society. 

 He wanted the people to embrace the spirit of equality and free thinking. 

 His interpretation of Vedanta is called neo-Vedanta. 

 He worked towards a better understanding of Hinduism and also towards 

nationalism. 

 According to him, the best form of worship was the service of the people. 

 He laid stress on physical and moral strength. One of his many quotes say, 

“You Will Be Nearer To Heaven through Football than through the Study of 

the Gita.” 

 The four pillars of nationalism according to Swami Vivekananda are: 

1. Consciousness and pride in the ancient glory of India. 

2. Development of moral and physical strength. 

3. Awakening of the masses. 

4. Unity based on common spiritual ideas. 

 

 



 

 

 

Rani Lakshmi Bai  

 

Rani Laxmibai also called the Rani of Jhansi was a pivotal figure in the 

Indian Revolt of 1857. She is also regarded as one of the greatest freedom 

fighters of India. 

Background 

 Born on November 19, 1828 in Varanasi to a Marathi family as 

Manikarnika. 

 Her parents were Moropant Tambe and Bhagirathi Bai. Her father 

was working at the Peshwa’s court in Bithoor. 

 After her mother died when she was four, her father brought her up. 

The Peshwa also took a keen interest in her upbringing. 

 She was educated and taught horse riding, fencing and shooting to a 

target. 

 Her childhood friends were Nana Sahib and Tatya Tope. 

 At the age of 14, she was married to the Maharaja of Jhansi, 

Gangadhar Rao in 1842. 

 After her marriage, she was called Laxmibai. 

 Her son Damodar Rao was born in 1851. But he died after four 

months. 

 Gangadhar Rao died in 1853. Before he died, he had adopted his 

cousin’s son Anand Rao, who was renamed Damodar Rao. 



 

 

 Rani Lakshmi Bai Contributions in Indian Freedom Struggle 

Role in the 1857 Revolt 

 Lord Dalhousie sought to annex Jhansi when the Maharaja died 

applying the Doctrine of lapse since the king did not have any natural 

heir. 

 As per this, the Rani was granted an annual pension and asked to 

leave the fort of Jhansi. 

 The Revolt of 1857 had broken out in Meerut and the Rani was ruling 

over Jhansi as regent for her minor son. 

 British forces under the command of Sir Hugh Rose arrived at Jhansi 

fort with the intention of capturing it in 1858. 

 He demanded that the city surrender to him or else it would be 

destroyed. 

 Rani Laxmibai refused and proclaimed, “We fight for independence. 

In the words of Lord Krishna, we will if we are victorious, enjoy the 

fruits of victory, if defeated and killed on the field of battle, we shall 

surely earn eternal glory and salvation.” 

 For two weeks the battle went on where the Rani led her army of men 

and women valiantly against the British. 

 Despite courageous fighting, Jhansi lost the battle. 

 The Rani, tying her infant son on her back, escaped to Kalpi on 

horseback. 

 Along with Tatya Tope and other rebel soldiers, the Rani captured the 

fort of Gwalior. 

 Afterwards, she proceeded to Morar, Gwalior to fight the British. 



 

 

 Rani Laxmibai died while fighting in Gwalior on 18th June 1858, aged 

29. She was dressed as a soldier when she died. 

  

Legacy 

 Sir Hugh Rose has commented, “Remarkable for her beauty, 

cleverness and perseverance, she had been the most dangerous of all 

the rebel leaders. The best and bravest of all.” 

 Rani Laxmibai became a symbol of resistance against British rule for 

later nationalists in India. 

 She will always be remembered as a great martyr who laid down her 

life for the cause of freedom. She is a symbol of courage, heroism and 

woman power. 

 

 

 

Non Cooperation Movement  

The non-cooperation movement was launched on 1st August 1920 by the 

Indian National Congress (INC) under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. 

It signified a new chapter in the history of Indian freedom struggle. 

Features of the non-cooperation movement 

 The movement was essentially a peaceful and non-violent protest 

against the British government in India. 



 

 

 Indians were asked to relinquish their titles and resign from 

nominated seats in the local bodies as a mark of protest. 

 People were asked to resign from their government jobs. 

 People were asked to withdraw their children from government-

controlled or aided schools and colleges. 

 People were asked to boycott foreign goods and use only Indian-made 

goods. 

 People were asked to boycott the elections to the legislative councils. 

 People were asked not to serve in the British army. 

 It was also planned that if the above steps did not bring results, 

people would refuse to pay their taxes. 

 The INC also demanded Swarajya or self-government. 

 Only completely non-violent means would be employed to get the 

demands fulfilled. 

 The non-cooperation movement was a decisive step in the 

independence movement because for the first time, the INC was 

ready to forego constitutional means to achieve self-rule. 

 Gandhiji had assured that Swaraj would be achieved in a year if this 

movement was continued to completion. 

  

Causes of the non-cooperation movement 

 Resentment at the British after the war: Indians thought that 

in return for the extensive support of manpower and resources they 

had provided to Britain during the First World War, they would be 



 

 

rewarded by autonomy at the end of the war. But the Government of 

India Act passed in 1919 was dissatisfactory. In addition, the British 

also passed repressive acts like the Rowlatt Act which further angered 

many Indians who felt betrayed by the rulers despite their wartime 

support. 

 Home Rule Movement: The Home Rule Movement started by 

Annie Besant and Bal Gangadhar Tilak set the stage for the non-

cooperation movement. The extremists and the moderates of the INC 

were united and the Lucknow Pact also saw solidarity between the 

Muslim League and the Congress Party. The return of the extremists 

gave the INC a militant character. 

 Economic hardships due to World War I: India’s indirect 

participation in the war caused a lot of economic hardships to the 

people. Prices of goods began to soar which affected the common 

man. Peasants also suffered because the prices of agricultural 

products did not increase. All this led to resentment against the 

government. 

 The Rowlatt Act and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre: The 

repressive Rowlatt Act and the brutal massacre at Jallianwala Bagh, 

Amritsar had a profound effect on the Indian leaders and the people. 

Their faith in the British system of justice was broken and the whole 

country rallied behind its leaders who were pitching for a more 

aggressive and firm stance against the government. 

 The Khilafat Movement: During the First World War, Turkey, 

which was a German ally, had fought against the British. After 

Turkey’s defeat, the Ottoman caliphate was proposed to be dissolved. 



 

 

The Khilafat movement was launched by Muslims in India to 

persuade the British government not to abolish the caliphate. The 

leaders of this movement accepted the non-cooperation movement of 

Gandhiji and led a joint protest against the British. 

  

Suspension of the non-cooperation movement 

 Gandhiji called off the movement in February, 1922 in the wake of the 

Chauri Chaura incident. 

 In Chauri Chaura, Uttar Pradesh, a violent mob set fire to a police 

station killing 22 policemen during a clash between the police and 

protesters of the movement. 

 Gandhiji called off the movement saying people were not ready for 

revolt against the government through ahimsa. A lot of leaders like 

Motilal Nehru and C R Das were against the suspension of the 

movement only due to sporadic incidents of violence. 

  

Results and significance of the non-cooperation movement 

 Swaraj was not achieved in one year as Gandhiji had told. 

 However, it was a truly mass movement where lakhs of Indians 

participated in the open protest against the government through 

peaceful means. 

 It shook the British government who were stumped by the extent of 

the movement. 



 

 

 It saw participation from both Hindus and Muslims thereby 

showcasing communal harmony in the country. 

 This movement established the popularity of the Congress Party 

among the people. 

 As a result of this movement, people became conscious of their 

political rights. They were not afraid of the government. 

 Hordes of people thronged to jails willingly. 

 The Indian merchants and mill owners enjoyed good profits during 

this period as a result of the boycott of British goods. Khadi was 

promoted. 

 The import of sugar from Britain reduced considerably during this 

period. 

 This movement also established Gandhiji as a leader of the masses. 

 

 

 

Home Rule Movement 

Between the years 1916 and 1918, the Indian independence movement 

witnessed the growth and spread of the home rule movement spearheaded 

by leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Annie Besant. The aim of the home 

rule movement was the attainment of home rule or a dominion status for 

India under the British Empire along the lines of countries like Canada and 

Australia. This movement was carried out through the two home rule 

leagues. 



 

 

Background 

 The Government of India Act 1909 was dissatisfactory to the 

aspirations of Indians. 

 The Congress Party’s split in 1907 and fiery leader Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak’s imprisonment from 1908 to 1914 meant that there was a lull in 

the national movement. 

 But Tilak’s release and the advent of Annie Besant brought about a 

revival of the national movement. 

 Annie Besant was an Irish socialist, writer and orator who supported 

the Irish and Indian home rule movements. She arrived in India in 

1893. 

 The leaders in India were divided on whether to support Britain in the 

war or not. Annie Besant however, declared, “England’s need is 

India’s opportunity”. 

 Having returned from exile in Mandalay, Tilak understood the need 

for a revival of nationalist movement in the country. 

 He also understood the growing importance of the Congress Party in 

India’s political scene. So, his first task was to get readmitted into the 

party. (The extremists led by Tilak had separated from the Congress). 

 In the Congress session of December 1915, it was decided to let the 

extremists re-join the party largely due to Annie Besant’s persuasion. 

Besant had also recognised the need for Congress approval and the 

active participation of the extremists in the national struggle. 

 However, Besant and Tilak were not able to convince the Congress to 

support their decision to set up home rule leagues. 



 

 

 Besant managed to convince the Congress to pledge to an educative 

propaganda and the establishing of local-level committees. It was also 

agreed upon that if these conditions were not satisfied by September 

1916, she would be free to set up a home rule league. 

 Accordingly, she set up her Home Rule League in September 1916. 

 Tilak, however, was not bound by any such condition and so had set 

up his league in April 1916. 

Foundation 

 There were two home rule leagues launched. 

 Tilak launched the Indian Home Rule League in April 1916 at 

Belgaum. 

 Annie Besant launched the Home Rule League in September 

1916 at Madras. 

 They had the common objective of achieving self-government in 

India. 

 There was an informal understanding between both the leagues 

wherein Tilak’s league worked in Maharashtra (except Bombay), 

Karnataka, Berar and the Central Provinces. Besant’s league worked 

in the rest of the country. 

 Tilak’s league had its headquarters in Delhi. It had 6 branches. 

Besant’s league had 200 branches and was a looser organisation 

compared to Tilak’s. 

 The two leagues worked closely with one another. However, they did 

not merge to avoid friction between both the leaders. 



 

 

Objectives 

 To achieve self-government in India. 

 To promote political education and discussion to set up an agitation 

for self-government. 

 To build confidence among Indians to speak against the government’s 

suppression. 

 To demand for a larger political representation for Indians from the 

British government. 

 To revive political activity in India while maintaining the principles of 

the Congress Party. 

Activities 

 The leagues organised demonstrations and agitations. 

 There were public meetings in which the leaders gave fiery speeches. 

 They were able to create a stir within the country and alarm the 

British to such an extent that Annie Besant was arrested in June 1917. 

 This move by the British created a nation-wide protest and now even 

moderate leaders joined the league. Besant was released in 

September 1917. 

Significance 

 The Home Rule League functioned throughout the year as opposed to 

the Congress Party whose activities were confined to once a year. 



 

 

 The movement was able to garner a huge support from a lot of 

educated Indians. In 1917, the two leagues combined had around 

40,000 members. 

 Many members of the Congress and the Muslim League joined the 

league. Many prominent leaders like Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Joseph 

Baptista, G S Kharpade and Sir S Subramanya Iyer were among its 

members. 

 The moderates, extremists and the Muslim League were briefly united 

through this movement. 

 The movement was able to spread political consciousness to more 

regions in the country. 

 This movement led to the Montague Declaration of 1917 in which it 

was declared that there would be more Indians in the government 

leading to the development of self-governing institutions ultimately 

realising responsible governments in India. This Declaration (also 

known as August Declaration) implied that the demand for home 

rule would no longer be considered seditious. This was the 

biggest significance of the movement. 

Failure and Decline 

 The movement was not a mass movement. It was restricted to 

educated people and college students. 

 The leagues did not find a lot of support among Muslims, Anglo-

Indians and non-Brahmins from Southern India as they thought 

home rule would mean a rule of the upper caste Hindu majority. 



 

 

 Many of the moderates were satisfied with the government’s 

assurance of reforms (as preluded in the Montague Declaration). 

They did not take the movement further. 

 Annie Besant kept oscillating between being satisfied with the 

government talk of reforms and pushing the home rule movement 

forward. She was not able to provide a firm leadership to her 

followers. (Although ultimately she did call the reforms ‘unworthy of 

Indian acceptance’). 

 In September 1918, Tilak went to England to pursue a libel case 

against Sir Ignatius Valentine Chirol, British journalist and author of 

the book ‘Indian Unrest’. The book contained deprecatory comments 

and had called Tilak the ‘Father of Indian Unrest.’ (Tilak lost the 

case). 

 Tilak’s absence and Besant’s inability to lead the people led to the 

movement’s fizzing out. 

 After the war, Mahatma Gandhi gained prominence as a leader of the 

masses and the Home Rule Leagues merged with the Congress Party 

in 1920. 

 

 

Swaraj Party 

 

The Swaraj Party or the Congress-Khilafat Swarajya Party was formed on 1 

January 1923 by C R Das and Motilal Nehru. 



 

 

Background 

 After the Chauri Chaura incident, Mahatma Gandhi withdrew the 

non-cooperation movement in 1922. 

 This was met with a lot of disagreements among leaders of the 

Congress Party. 

 While some wanted to continue non-cooperation, others wanted to 

end the legislature boycott and contest elections. The former were 

called no-changers and such leaders included Rajendra Prasad, 

Sardar Vallabhai Patel, C Rajagopalachari, etc. 

 The others who wanted to enter the legislative council and obstruct 

the British government from within were called the pro-changers. 

These leaders included C R Das, Motilal Nehru, Srinivasa Iyengar, 

etc. 

 In 1922, in the Gaya session of the Congress, C R Das (who was 

presiding over the session) moved a proposal to enter the legislatures 

but it was defeated. Das and other leaders broke away from the 

Congress and formed the Swaraj Party. 

 C R Das was the President and the Secretary was Motilal Nehru. 

 Prominent leaders of the Swaraj Party included N C Kelkar, Huseyn 

Shaheed Suhrawardy and Subhas Chandra Bose. 

  

Aims of the Swaraj Party 

 Attaining dominion status. 

 Obtaining the right to frame a constitution. 



 

 

 Establishing control over the bureaucracy. 

 Obtaining full provincial autonomy. 

 Attaining Swarajya (self-rule). 

 Getting people the right to control government machinery. 

 Organising industrial and agricultural labour. 

 Controlling the local and municipal bodies. 

 Having an agency for propaganda outside the country. 

 Establishing a federation of Asian countries to promote trade and 

commerce. 

 Engaging in the constructive programmes of the Congress. 

  

Work of the Swaraj Party 

 Gandhiji and both the pro-changers and the no-changers realised the 

importance of putting up a united front in order to get reforms from 

the government. 

 So, it was decided that the Swarajists would contest elections as a 

separate ‘group’ within the Congress Party. 

 The Swaraj Party won 42 out of 104 seats to the Central Legislature in 

1923. 

 The party’s programme was to obstruct the government. They wanted 

to create deadlocks on every measure. 

 They boycotted all official functions and receptions held by the 

government. 



 

 

 They voiced their grievances and aspirations in the Legislative 

Assembly. 

Swaraj Party and its achievements 

Achievements 

 Swarajist Vithalbhai Patel became speaker of the Central Legislative 

Assembly in 1925. 

 They outvoted the government many times even in matters related to 

budgetary grants. 

 They were able to defeat the Public Safety Bill in 1928. 

 They exposed the weaknesses of the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms. 

 They gave fiery speeches in the Assembly on self-rule and civil 

liberties. 

  

Drawbacks 

 They could not coordinate their struggle inside the Assembly with the 

mass freedom struggle outside. 

 They totally relied on newspapers to carry their work and message in 

the Assembly to the outside world. 

 Some of them could not resist the perks of power. Motilal Nehru was 

a member of the Skeen Committee and A Ramaswamy Iyengar was a 

member of the Public Accounts Committee. 

 Their policy of obstructionism had its flaws and limitations. 

 The death of C R Das in 1925 further weakened the party. 



 

 

 There were internal divisions among the Swarajists. They were 

divided into the responsivists and the non-responsivists. The 

responsivists (M M Malaviya, Lala Lajpat Rai, N C Kelkar) wanted to 

cooperate with the government and hold offices, whereas the non-

responsivists (Motilal Nehru) withdrew from legislatures in 1926. 

 The party was in shambles when it went into the 1926 elections, and 

as a result, did not fare well. 

 The party’s failure to support the peasant cause in Bengal led to a loss 

of support of many members. 

 The party merged with the Congress in 1930. 

 

 

Bardoli Satyagraha 

The Bardoli Satyagraha, 1928 was a movement in the independence 

struggle led by Sardar Vallabhai Patel for the farmers of Bardoli against the 

unjust raising of taxes. 

Background 

 The Bardoli Taluk in modern-day Gujarat was hit by floods and 

famines in 1925, which adversely affected crop yield. This affected the 

farmers financially. 

 Ignoring the plight of the farmers, the Bombay Presidency increased 

the tax rates by 22%. 



 

 

 Despite petitions and appeals from civic groups and farmers to review 

this unjust hike in tax rates in lieu of the grave situation, the 

government decided to go ahead with tax collection. 

 In 1927, the local Congress Party published a report to show that the 

farmers could not carry the burden of the enhanced assessment. But 

the authorities did not budge. 

 In January 1928, farmers in Bardoli invited Vallabhai Patel to launch 

the protest movement wherein all of them resolved not to pay taxes. 

 They also assured Gandhiji of their commitment to non-violence. 

 Patel agreed to take on the leadership role only after getting 

assurances from the farmers of their resolve to the movement. He 

informed them of the possible consequences of their move such as 

confiscation of land and property and imprisonment. 

 Patel got in touch with the government and apprised it of the 

situation. He got the reply that the government was unwilling to make 

any concessions. 

 Gandhiji also lend support to the movement through his writings in 

‘Young India’ magazine. 

 

The Movement 

 Patel was an exemplary commander of his non-violent ‘army’ in 

Bardoli. 

 He divided the taluk into camps and organised hundreds of men and 

women under the camps. 



 

 

 The volunteers came from Hindu, Muslim and Parsi communities 

also. 

 From the camps, volunteers issued news bulletins, campaigns and 

also made speeches educating the masses about the need to be 

disciplined and prepared for austerity. 

 Door-to-door campaigning was also done. 

 A large number of women took active part in the movement. It was 

these women who gave Patel the moniker ‘Sardar’. 

 Peasants were asked to take oaths in the name of god that they would 

not pay the taxes. 

 Those who paid taxes or were supportive of the British were socially 

boycotted. 

 They also worked for the betterment of the Kaliparaj caste (farmers 

who worked as landless labourers). 

 They refused non-essential goods to government offices in the area. 

 They resisted eviction and confiscation (jabti) in unique ways. They 

had informers in the government offices who would give prior 

information as to if and when a jabti notice was going to be carried 

out. The whole village would then move to another place and the 

officers would be faced with an empty village when they arrived to 

confiscate the property. 

 K M Munshi and Lalji Naranji resigned from the Bombay Legislative 

Council. 

 Although the movement was local, it received nation-wide attention 

and support. 



 

 

Bardoli Satyagraha Effects 

Effects 

 Fearing things could go out of hand, the government set up the 

Maxwell-Broomfield commission to look into the matter. 

 The revenue was reduced to 6.03%. 

 The peasants were returned their confiscated land. 

 Patel emerged as a national leader after the success of the Bardoli 

Satyagraha. He showed his remarkable organising skills. 

Bardoli Satyagraha Criticism 

Criticism 

 The movement was focused on the conditions of the rich and middle-

class farmers and largely neglected the poor farmers. 

 It did not raise the problem of Hali Pratha (a kind of bonded labour 

system). 

 It is said that the movement was an experiment on Satyagraha as a 

method of freedom struggle. The basic problems of the peasants were 

not addressed. 

 

 

 

Vaikom Satyagraha 



 

 

Vaikom Satyagraha was a movement in Travancore (modern-day Kerala) 

for temple entry of the depressed classes. It took place near the Shiva 

Temple at Vaikom, Kottayam district, Kerala during 1924-25. Vaikom was 

at that time a part of the princely state of Travancore. 

 

Background 

 According to the prevalent caste system in Kerala and the rest of 

India, low-caste Hindus were not allowed to enter into the temples. 

 In Kerala, they were not allowed even to walk on the roads that led to 

the temples also. (Kerala state was formed in 1956; earlier it was 

broadly divided into Malabar (North Kerala), Cochin and Travancore 

kingdoms). 

 In the Kakinada meet of the Congress Party in 1923, T K Madhavan 

presented a report citing the discrimination that the depressed castes’ 

people were facing in Kerala. It was after this session that movements 

against untouchabiity need to be promoted.In Kerala, a committee 

was formed comprising people of different castes to fight 

untouchability 

 .The committee chaired by K Kelappan, comprised of T K Madhavan, 

Velayudha Menon, K Neelakantan Namboothiri and T R 

Krishnaswami Iyer. 

 In February 1924, they decided to launch a ‘Keralaparyatanam’ in 

order to get temple entry and also the right to use public roads for 

every Hindu irrespective of caste or creed. 

 



 

 

The movement 

 The movement began on 30th March 1924. 

 At the Vaikom Mahadeva Temple,there was a board which denied the 

 entry of lower caste people( avarnas). 

 The Satyagrahis made batches of three and entered the temple. They 

were resisted and arrested by the police. 

 Gandhiji, Chatampi Swamikal and Sree Narayana Guru  supported 

the movement. 

 The movement gained prominence in the entire India and support 

came from far and wide. 

 The Akalis of Punjab supported by setting up kitchens to provide food 

to the Satyagrahis. 

 Even Christian and Muslim leaders were in support of the movement. 

This was shunned by Gandhiji because he  wanted the movement to 

be an intra-Hindu affair. 

 On Gandhiji’s advice, the movement was taken back temporarily in 

April 1924. 

 After discussions with Hindu caste people failed, the leaders again 

started the movement. Leaders T K Madhavan and K P Kesava Menon 

were arrested. 

 E V Ramaswami Naicker (Periyar) came from Tamil Nadu to support 

the movement and then he was arrested. 

 On 1st October 1924, a group of savarnas (forward castes) marched in 

a procession and submitted a petition to the Regent Maharani Sethu 



 

 

Lakshmi Bai of Travancore with approximately 25000 signatures for 

allowing entry to the temple for everyone. 

 Gandhiji also met with the Regent Maharani. This procession of 

savarnas was led by Mannath Padmanabhan Nair. Beginning with 

about 500 people at Vaikom, the number increased to approximately 

5000 when the procession reached Thiruvananthapuram in the 

month of November 1924. 

Effects & Significance 

 On 23rd November 1925, all the gates of the temple were opened to 

Hindus except the eastern gate .In 1928, backward castes got the right 

to walk on public roads leading to all temples in Travancore. 

 This was the first time that an organized movement was being 

conducted on such a massive scale for the basic rights of the 

untouchables and other backward castes in Kerala. 

 

 

 

The Rise of Gandhi in Indian Freedom Struggle 

 

M K Gandhi returned from South Africa (where he had lived for more than 

20 years) to India in 1915. There he had led a peaceful agitation against the 

discrimination meted out to Indians and had emerged as a respected 

leader. It was in South Africa that he developed his brand of Satyagraha. In 



 

 

India, he first used this tool against the British government at Champaran 

in Bihar. 

 

 

Champaran Satyagraha (1917) 

 The first civil disobedience movement by Gandhi in the freedom 

struggle. 

 Persuaded by Rajkumar Shukla, an indigo cultivator, Gandhi went to 

Champaran in Bihar to investigate the conditions of the farmers 

there. 

 The farmers were suffering under heavy taxes and an exploitative 

system. They were forced to grow indigo by the British planters under 

the tinkathia system. 

 Gandhi arrived in Champaran to investigate the matter but was not 

permitted by the British authorities to do so. 

 He was asked to leave the place but he refused. 

 He was able to gather support from the farmers and masses. 

 When he appeared in court in response to a summons, almost 2000 

locals accompanied him. 

 The case against him was dropped and he was allowed to conduct the 

inquiry. 

 After peaceful protests against the planters and landlords led by 

Gandhi, the government agreed to abolish the exploitative tinkathia 

system. 



 

 

 The peasants also received a part of the money extracted from them 

as compensation. 

 Champaran struggle is called the first experiment on Satyagraha by 

Gandhi. 

 It was during this time that Gandhi was given the names ‘Bapu’ and 

‘Mahatma’ by the people. 

 

 

Kheda Satyagraha (1918) 

 1918 was a year of failed crops in the Kheda district of Gujarat due to 

droughts. 

 As per law, the farmers were entitled to remission if the produce was 

less than a quarter of the normal output. 

 But the government refused any remission from paying land revenue. 

 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, under Gandhi’s guidance, led the farmers in 

protest against the collection of taxes in the wake of the famine. 

 People from all castes and ethnicities of the district lend their support 

to the movement. 

 The protest was peaceful and people showed remarkable courage 

even in the face of adversities like confiscation of personal property 

and arrest. 

 Finally, the authorities gave in and gave some concessions to the 

farmers. 



 

 

 

Ahmedabad Mill Strike (1918) 

 Gandhi used Satyagraha and hunger strike for the first time during an 

industrial dispute between the owners and workers of a cotton mill in 

Ahmedabad. 

 The owners wanted to withdraw the plague bonus to the workers 

while the workers were demanding a hike of 35% in their wages. 

 During the peaceful strike led by Gandhi, he underwent a hunger 

strike. 

 The strike was successful and the workers were granted the wage hike 

they wanted. 

In all these movements, Gandhi was able to involve the masses including 

farmers, artisans and even the so-called lower castes. This was a change 

from the previous movements when the participation was limited to the 

upper and the middle classes. 

 

 

 

C R Formula or Rajaji Formula 

 

During the Second World War, the British government, under the 

viceroyalty of Lord Linlithgow had said that any move towards an 



 

 

Indian statehood would be possible only if the Indian National 

Congress (INC) and the Muslim League resolve their differences. 

 The League was increasingly demanding a separate nation of Pakistan 

for the Muslims whereas the INC was against the partitioning of the 

country. 

 To break this deadlock between the two major political parties in 

India, C Rajagopalachari, INC member who was close to Mahatma 

Gandhi, proposed a set of plans called the C R Formula or Rajaji 

Formula. 

 This was the first acknowledgement by a Congressman about the 

inevitability of the partition of the country and a tacit acceptance of 

Pakistan. 

Proposals 

 The Muslim League would join hands with the INC to demand 

independence from the British. 

 Both parties would cooperate and form a provisional government at 

the centre. 

 After the war, a commission would be entrusted with the task of 

demarcating those areas with an absolute majority of Muslims and a 

plebiscite to be held in those areas where all the inhabitants (Muslims 

and non-Muslims) would vote on the basis of adult suffrage whether 

to form a separate sovereign nation or not. 

 In case of partition, joint agreements to be made for the safeguarding 

of defence, communications and commerce. 



 

 

 The above terms to come to fruition only if Britain transfers full 

powers to India. 

Reaction 

 In 1944, Gandhi and M A Jinnah held talks on the basis of the Rajaji 

Formula. 

 The talks were a failure as Jinnah had objections to the proposal. 

 Jinnah’s objections: 

i. He wanted the INC to accept the Two Nation Theory. 

ii. He did not want the entire population of the Muslim majority 

areas to vote on the plebiscite, but only the Muslim population 

in those areas. 

iii. He was also against the idea of a common centre. Also, Jinnah 

wanted separate dominions be created before the English left 

India. 

 The Sikhs also looked upon the formula unfavourably because the 

formula meant a division of Punjab and although the Sikhs were a big 

chunk of the population, there were not in a majority in any of the 

district. 

 V D Savarkar and Shyama Prasad Mukherjee of the Hindu 

Mahasabha and Srinivas Sastri of the National Liberal Federation 

were also against the C R Formula. 

 The INC, which was hitherto opposed to the partition of the country 

were willing to give some concessions in order to get the League on 

board for talks for independence, but the League was more interested 

in Pakistan than freedom. 



 

 

 

 

Cabinet Mission 1946 

 

Background 

 The UK government led by its Prime Minister Clement Atlee formed 

the Cabinet Mission to India in 1946 with a view to discuss the 

transfer of power and resolve the constitutional deadlock between the 

Indian political leaders. 

 Members of the mission: Lord Pethick-Lawrence, the Secretary of 

State for India; Sir Stafford Cripps, President of the Board of Trade; 

and A V Alexander, the First Lord of the Admiralty. 

 Lord Wavell was not a member but was involved. 

Objectives 

 To obtain an agreement with the Indian leaders as to the framing of a 

constitution for India. 

 To formulate a constitution-making body (the Constituent Assembly 

of India). 

 To establish an Executive Council with the support of the major 

Indian parties. 

Proposals & Reactions 

 



 

 

Why did the Cabinet Mission fail? 

 The Congress Party wanted a strong centre with minimum powers for 

the provinces. 

 The Muslim League wanted strong political safeguards for the 

Muslims like parity in the legislatures. 

 Since both parties had many ideological differences and could not 

find common ground, the mission came up with its own set of 

proposals in May 1946. 

 The Dominion of India would be granted independence, without any 

partition. 

 The provinces would be divided into three groups/sections: 

1. Group A: Madras, Central Provinces, UP, Bihar, Bombay and Orissa 

2. Group B: Punjab, Sindh, NWFP and Baluchistan 

3. Group C: Bengal and Assam 

 The Muslim-majority provinces were grouped into two groups and 

the remaining Hindu-majority in one of the groups. 

 The central government at Delhi would have powers over the defence, 

foreign affairs, communications and currency. The rest of the powers 

would be vested with the provinces. 

 A constituent assembly would be set up for writing a new constitution 

for the country. An interim government would be established until a 

new government was formed on the basis of the constitution written 

by the constituent assembly. 



 

 

 The Congress was not keen on the idea of the groupings of provinces 

on the basis of Hindu-Muslim majority and vying for control at the 

centre. It was also against the idea of a weak centre. The Muslim 

League did not want any changes to the proposals. 

 Since the plan was not accepted, a new plan was proposed by the 

mission in June 1946. This plan proposed the division of India into a 

Hindu-majority India and a Muslim-majority India later to be 

renamed Pakistan. A list of princely states was also made that could 

either join the union or remain independent. 

 The Congress Party under Jawaharlal Nehru did not accept the 

second plan. Instead, it agreed to be part of the constituent assembly. 

 The Viceroy invited 14 men to form the interim government. There 

were 5 from the Congress, 5 from the League, 1 member each 

representing the Sikh, Parsee, Indian Christian and scheduled caste 

communities. 

 Both the League and the Congress were given the right to nominate 5 

members to the Viceroy’s interim council. The Congress nominated 

Zakir Hussain as one of the members to which the League objected 

saying only it represented Indian Muslims and no other party. The 

Muslim League did not take part in it. 

 The Congress leaders entered the viceroy’s interim council and thus 

Nehru headed the interim government. The new government began 

the task of framing a constitution for the country. 

 Congress-led governments were formed in most provinces including 

the NWFP. In Bengal and Sind, the League formed the governments. 



 

 

 Jinnah and the League objected to the new central government. He 

geared to agitate for Pakistan and urged Muslims to demand Pakistan 

by any means. He called for ‘Direct Action Day’ on 16 August 1946. 

 This call led to widespread communal rioting in the country with 

5000 people being killed on the first day in Calcutta. Communal riots 

spread to many other areas notably Noakhali and Bihar. 

 There was a call for the partitioning of the country on account of the 

riots. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was one of the first Congress leaders 

to acknowledge the inevitability of the partition as a means to stop the 

brutal violence. 

 

 

 

Shimla Conference 

 

Wavell Plan 

 Lord Wavell became the Viceroy of India in 1943 succeeding Lord 

Linlithgow. In June 1945, he announced his proposals to break the 

constitutional deadlock in India. This was called the Wavell Plan. 

(The deadlock was because the Congress wanted a united India 

whereas the Muslim League wanted partition.) 

 The Viceroy’s Executive Council was to have all Indian members 

except the Viceroy himself and the Commander-in-Chief. 



 

 

 The council was to have a ‘balanced representation’ of all Indians 

including ‘caste-Hindus’, Muslims, Depressed Classes, Sikhs, etc. 

Muslims were given 6 out of 14 members which accounted for more 

than their share of the population (25%). 

 The Viceroy/Governor-General would still have the power of veto but 

its use would be minimal. 

 The foreign affairs portfolio would be transferred from the Governor-

General to an Indian member. Defence would be handled by a British 

general until the full transfer of power was made. 

 A conference would be convened by the Viceroy to get a list of all the 

members recommended to the Council from all parties concerned. In 

case a joint list was not agreed upon, separate lists would be taken 

from the parties. This was to be the Shimla Conference. 

 If this plan worked, similar councils would be formed in all provinces 

comprising of local leaders. 

Shimla Conference 

 Lord Wavell invited 21 political leaders including Mahatma Gandhi 

and M A Jinnah to Shimla, the summer capital of British India to 

discuss the Wavell Plan. 

 The Shimla Conference took place on June 25, 1945. 

 The conference was a failure because the League and the Congress 

could not settle their differences. 

 Jinnah insisted that only League members could be the Muslim 

representatives in the Council, and opposed to the Congress 

nominating Muslim members. This was because Jinnah wanted the 



 

 

League to be the sole representative of Muslims in India. The 

Congress would never agree to this demand. 

 In the Wavell Plan, there were 6 Muslim representatives out of 14 

members, which was more than the Muslim share of population. 

Despite this, the League wanted the power of veto to any 

constitutional proposal which it believed was not in its interest. The 

Congress opposed this unreasonable demand also. 

 Jinnah refused to give the names to the council unless the 

government acknowledged that only the Muslim League was the 

exclusive representative of Indian Muslims. 

 The Wavell Plan, thus, was dissolved with the failure of the 

conference. 

 After this, the war ended and a new Labour government was elected 

in Britain. This new government was intent on giving independence 

to India without much delay and sent the Cabinet Mission with that 

purpose. 

 

 

 

Government of India Act 1935 

 

The Government of India Act was passed by the British Parliament in 

August 1935. It was the longest act enacted by the British Parliament at that 



 

 

time. So, it was divided into two separate acts namely, the Government of 

India Act 1935 and the Government of Burma Act 1935. 

Background 

 There was a growing demand for constitutional reforms in India by 

Indian leaders. 

 India’s support to Britain in the First World War also aided in British 

acknowledgment of the need for the inclusion of more Indians in the 

administration of their own country. 

 The Act was based on: 

 Simon Commission Report 

 The recommendations of the Round Table Conferences 

 The White Paper published by the British government in 1933 

(based on the Third Round Table Conference) 

 Report of the Joint Select Committees 

Provisions 

 

Creation of an All India Federation 

 This federation was to consist of British India and the princely states. 

 The provinces in British India would have to join the federation but 

this was not compulsory for the princely states. 

 This federation never materialised because of the lack of support from 

the required number of princely states. 

Division of powers 



 

 

 This Act divided powers between the centre and the provinces. 

 There were three lists which gave the subjects under each 

government. 

1. Federal List (Centre) 

2. Provincial List (Provinces) 

3. Concurrent List (Both) 

 The Viceroy was vested with residual powers. 

Provincial autonomy 

 The Act gave more autonomy to the provinces. 

 Diarchy was abolished at the provincial levels. 

 The Governor was the head of the executive. 

 There was a Council of Ministers to advise him. The ministers were 

responsible to the provincial legislatures who controlled them. The 

legislature could also remove the ministers. 

 However, the governors still retained special reserve powers. 

 The British authorities could still suspend a provincial government. 

Diarchy at the centre 

 The subjects under the Federal List were divided into two: Reserved 

and Transferred. 

 The reserved subjects were controlled by the Governor-General who 

administered them with the help of three counselors appointed by 

him. They were not responsible to the legislature. These subjects 

included defence, ecclesiastical affairs (church-related), external 



 

 

affairs, press, police, taxation, justice, power resources and tribal 

affairs. 

 The transferred subjects were administered by the Governor-General 

with his Council of Ministers (not more than 10). The Council had to 

act in confidence with the legislature. The subjects in this list included 

local government, forests, education, health, etc. 

 However, the Governor-General had ‘special powers’ to interfere in 

the transferred subjects also. 

Bicameral legislature 

 A bicameral federal legislature would be established. 

 The two houses were the Federal Assembly (lower house) and the 

Council of States (upper house). 

 Federal assembly had a term of five years. 

 Both houses had representatives from the princely states also. The 

representatives of the princely states were to be nominated by the 

rulers and not elected. The representatives of British India were to be 

elected. Some were to be nominated by the Governor-General. 

 There were to be separate electorates for the minority communities, 

women and the depressed classes. 

 Bicameral legislatures were introduced in some provinces also like 

Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Bihar, Assam and the United Provinces. 

Federal court 

 A federal court was established at Delhi for the resolution of disputes 

between provinces and also between the centre and the provinces. 



 

 

 It was to have 1 Chief Justice and not more than 6 judges. 

Indian Council 

 The Indian Council was abolished. 

 The Secretary of State for India would instead have a team of 

advisors. 

Franchise 

 This Act introduced direct elections in India for the first time. 

 About 10% of the whole population acquired voting rights. 

Reorganisation 

 Sindh was carved out of Bombay Presidency. 

 Bihar and Orissa were split. 

 Burma was severed off from India. 

 Aden was also separated from India and made into a Crown colony. 

Other points 

 The British Parliament retained its supremacy over the Indian 

legislatures both provincial and federal. 

 A Federal Railway Authority was set up to control Indian railways. 

 The Reserve Bank of India was established as per this Act. 

 The Act also provided for the establishment of federal, provincial and 

joint Public Service Commissions. 

Assessment 



 

 

 The Act was a milestone in the development of a responsible 

constitutional government in India. 

 The Government of India Act 1935 was replaced by the Constitution 

of India after independence. 

 The Indian leaders were not enthusiastic about the Act since despite 

granting provincial autonomy the governors and the viceroy had 

considerable ‘special powers’. 

 Separate communal electorates were a measure through which the 

British wanted to ensure the Congress Party could never rule on its 

own. It was also a way to keep the people divided. 

 

 

 

Moderate Phase 

 

The time period from 1885 to 1905 can be called the ‘Moderate Phase’. The 

leaders of this phase are called moderates. 

The Indian National Congress (INC) 

 Formed in 1885 by Allan Octavian Hume, a retired British civil 

servant. 

 Other founding members include Dadabhai Naoroji and Dinshaw 

Wacha. 



 

 

 First session was held in Bombay under the presidency of Womesh 

Chandra Bonnerjee in 1885. 

 First session was attended by 72 delegates from across the country. 

 Viceroy of India at the time was Lord Dufferin who gave his 

permission to Hume for the first session. 

 The Congress was formed with the intention of discussing problems 

faced by the people of the country irrespective of caste, creed, religion 

or language. 

 It was basically a movement of the upper and middle class, western 

educated Indians in its moderate phase. 

 Second session of the Congress was held in Calcutta in 1886 followed 

by the third in Madras in 1887. 

Moderate phase (1885 – 1905) 

 Moderate phase of the Congress (or the national movement) was 

dominated by the ‘moderates’. 

 They were people who believed in British justice and were loyal to 

them. 

Prominent moderate leaders 

Dadabhai Naoroji 

 Known as the ‘Grand old man of India.’ 

 He became the first Indian to become a member of the House of 

Commons in Britain. 



 

 

 Authored ‘Poverty and Un-British Rule in India’ which focused on the 

economic drain of India because of British policies. This led to an 

enquiry on the matter. 

Womesh Chandra Bonnerjee 

 First president of the INC. 

 Lawyer by profession. First Indian to act as Standing Counsel. 

G Subramanya Aiyer 

 Founded ‘The Hindu’ newspaper where he criticised British 

imperialism. 

 Also founded Tamil newspaper ‘Swadesamitran’. 

 Co-founded the Madras Mahajana Sabha. 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

 Regarded as Mahatma Gandhi’s political guru. 

 Founded the Servants of India Society. 

Sir Surendranath Banerjee 

 Also called ‘Rashtraguru’ and ‘Indian Burke’. 

 Founded the Indian National Association which later merged with the 

INC. 

 Cleared the Indian Civil Service but was discharged due to racial 

discrimination. 

 Founded newspaper ‘The Bengalee’. 



 

 

Other moderate leaders included Rash Behari Ghosh, R C Dutt, M G 

Ranade, Pherozeshah Mehta, P R Naidu, Madan Mohan Malaviya, Ananda 

Charlu, S Subramania Iyer and William Wedderburn. 

Aims and demands of the moderates 

 Education of the masses and organising public opinion, make people 

aware of their rights. 

 Indian representation in the Executive Council and in the Indian 

Council in London. 

 Reform of the legislative councils. 

 Separation of the executive from the judiciary. 

 Decreased land revenue tax and ending peasant oppression. 

 After 1892, raised the slogan, “No taxation without representation.” 

 Reduced spending on the army. 

 Abolishing salt tax and duty on sugar. 

 Holding the ICS exam in India along with England to allow more 

Indians the opportunity to take part in the administration. 

 Freedom of speech and expression. 

 Freedom to form associations. 

 Development of modern capitalist industries in India. 

 End of economic drain of India by the British. 

 Repealing the Arms Act of 1878. 

 Increasing spending on education of Indians. 

Methods of the moderates 



 

 

 They believed in peaceful and constitutional methods to demand and 

fulfil those demands. 

 Used petitions, meetings, resolutions, pamphlets, memoranda and 

delegations to voice their demands. 

 Their method has been called 3P – Prayers, Petition and Protest. 

 Had complete faith in the British justice system. 

 Confined to the educated classes only. Did not try to employ the 

masses. 

 They aimed only at getting political rights and self-government under 

British dominion. 

Successes of the moderates 

 Indian Councils Act of 1892 was the first achievement of the INC. 

 This Act increased the size of the legislative councils and also 

increased the proportion of non-officials in them. 

 They were able to sow the seeds of nationalism in the people. 

 They popularised ideals like democracy, liberty and equality. 

 They exposed many draining economic policies of the British. 

 Leaders like Gopal Krishna Gokhale and M G Ranade were social 

reformers too and opposed child marriage and imposed widowhood. 

Limitations of the moderates 

 This phase of the national movement excluded the masses and only 

the educated elites participated in it. 

 They did not demand complete independence from foreign rule. 



 

 

 They did not understand the power of a mass movement of people 

unlike Gandhi who used this power. 

 Drew most of their ideas from western political thinking which 

further alienated them from the people. 

 

 

 

The Advent of Europeans 

 

The European Age of Discovery started with the Portuguese navigators, 

where Prince Henry the Navigator started a maritime school in Portugal. 

The resulting of this technical and scientific discovery led Portugal to 

develop the most advanced ships, including the Caravel, the Carrack and 

the Galleon, where for the first time in history maritime navigation was 

possible. The Portuguese Empire led the Portuguese Kingdom to discover 

and map most of the Globe, and find seas routes as far as the East and 

West, such as the remarkable voyage to find the sea route to India via the 

Cape of Good Hope. Here, we are giving brief accounts on the arrival of 

Europeans in India for general awareness. 

 

Arrival of Portuguese in India 

It was the Portuguese who first discovered a direct sea route to India. 

Portuguese sailor Vasco da Gama arrived at Calicut an important sea port 



 

 

located on the South-West India on May 20, 1498 AD. King Zamorin, the 

local rule received him and bestowed on him certain privileges. After 

staying in India for a period of three months Vasco da Gama returned with 

a rich cargo which he sold in the European market at an exorbitant price- 

60 times the cost of his voyage. 

 

But soon Vasco da Gama came back to India for the second time in 1501 

AD. He set up a trading factory at Cannanore. With establishment of trade 

links, Calicut, Cannanore and Cochin emerged the significant Portuguese 

centers in India. Arab traders became jealous of the rise and success of the 

Portuguese and hence caused enmity bred between the Portuguese and the 

local king Zamorin. The hostilities grew and led to full- fledged military 

face- off between them. King Zamorin was defeated by the Portuguese. 

With the victory over Zamorin, the military superiority of the Portuguese 

was established. 

 

Rise of Portuguese power In India 

In 1505 AD, Francisco de Almeida was appointed as the first Portuguese 

governor in India. His policy being centric to controlling the Indian Ocean 

was known as the Blue Water Policy. Alfonso de Albuquerque who replaced 

Almeida as the governor in 1509 AD, and captured Goa from the Sultan of 

Bijapur in 1510 AD is considered the real founder of the Portuguese power 

in India. Goa subsequently became the headquarters of the Portuguese 

settlements in India. Portuguese hold over the coastal areas and superiority 

in naval power helped them significantly. By the end of the 16th century, 



 

 

the Portuguese captured not only Goa, Daman, Diu, and Salsette but also a 

vast stretches along the Indian coast. 

 

Decline of Portuguese Power 

But the Portuguese rise in Indian had a short life as the new rival trading 

communities from Europe posed a big challenge to them. Struggle among 

various rival trading blocs ensued in which Portuguese had to give way to 

the more powerful and enterprising competitors gradually rendering them 

an atrophied entity. 

 

Arrival of the British 

Arrival of the British and the establishment of British East India Company 

was the outcome of the Portuguese traders  who  earn enormous profit by 

selling their merchandise in India. Being motivated by the successful 

business stories of the Portuguese a group of English merchants -‘Merchant 

Adventurers’ formed a company- the East India Company in 1599 AD. The 

Company received a royal charter from Queen Elizabeth I on December 31, 

1600 AD authorizing it to trade in the East. Queen was herself a share 

holder in the East India Company. 

Expansion in West and the South 

Subsequently in 1608 AD, the East India Company sent Captain William 

Hawkins to the court of the Mughal emperor Jahangir to secure royal 

patronage. He succeeded in getting royal permit for the Company to 

establish its factories at various places on the Western coast of India. Then 



 

 

in 1615 AD, Sir Thomas Roe was sent by Emperor James I of England to 

Jahangir’s court, with a plea for more concession for the Company. Roe was 

very diplomatic and thus successfully secured a royal charter giving the 

Company freedom to trade in the whole of the Mughal territory. 

 

Expansion in the East 

After establishing its factories in south and west India, the company started 

to focus on east India particularly Bengal a significant province Mughal 

empire. The governor of Bengal Sujauddaula in 1651 AD, allowed the 

English Company to carry out its trade activities in Bengal. A factory in 

Hugli was established and three villages -Sutanati, Govindapur and 

Kolkata- were purchased in 1698 AD by the Company to build a factory 

over there. Subsequently Fort William was raised in order to provide 

protection around the factory. 

 

Arrival of the Dutch 

The people of Holland (present Netherlands) are called the Dutch. Next to 

the Portuguese, the Dutch set their feet in India. Historically the Dutch 

have been experts in sea trade. In 1602, the United East India Company of 

the Netherlands was formed and given permission by the Dutch 

government to trade in the East Indies including India. 

 

Rise of the Dutch 



 

 

The Dutch founded their first factory in Masulipatnam in Andhra Pradesh 

in 1605. Subsequently they also established trading centres in various parts 

of India. Dutch Suratte and Dutch Bengal were established in 1616 AD and 

1627 AD respectively. The Dutch conquered Ceylon from the Portuguese in 

1656 AD. They also took the Portuguese forts on the Malabar Coast in 1671 

AD. The Dutch gradually became a potent force capturing Nagapatam near 

Madras (Chennai) from the Portuguese thereby establishing their foothold 

in South India. In economic terms, they earned huge profit through 

business monopolizing in black pepper and spices. The major Indian 

commodities traded by the Dutch were cotton, indigo, silk, rice and opium. 

 

Dutch Coinage 

The Dutch, during their stay in India, tried their hands on the minting of 

coinages. As their trade flourished they established mints at Cochin, 

Masulipatnam, Nagapatam Pondicherry and Pulicat. Even more, Gold 

pagoda with an image of Lord Venkateswara, (god Vishnu) was issued at 

Pulicat mint. The coins issued by the Dutch were all modelled on the local 

coinages. 

 

Decline of Dutch Power 

Dutch presence on the Indian subcontinent lasted from 1605 AD to 1825 

AD. The rise of the British power in the Eastern trade posed serious 

challenge to the commercial interest of the Dutch leading to  bloody warfare 

between them in which Britishers were the clear winners owing to huge 



 

 

resources at their disposal. The brutal killing of some English traders by the 

Dutch in Amboyna in 1623 further aggravated the situation. The Britishers 

one after another captured Dutch strongholds. 

 

Arrival of the French 

The last European people to arrive in India were the French. The French 

East India Company was formed in 1664 AD during the reign of King Louis 

XIV to trade with India. In 1668 AD the French established their first 

factory at Surat and in 1669 AD established another French factory at 

Masulipatnam. In 1673 AD the Mughal Subedar of Bengal allowed the 

French to set up a township at Chandernagore. 

 

Pondicherry and French Commercial Growth 

In 1674 AD, the French obtained a village called Pondicherry from the 

Sultan of Bijapur and founded a thriving city on it which later became the 

main stronghold of the French in India. The French East India Company 

with the passage of time developed its trade bastians at Mahe, Karaikkal, 

Balasore, and Qasim Bazar. The French came to India mainly with a 

purpose of trade and commerce. From their arrival until 1741 AD, the 

objectives of the French, like those of the British, were purely commercial. 

The French East India Company took hold of Yanam in 1723 AD, Mahe on 

Malabar Coast in 1725 AD and Karaikkal in 1739 AD. 

 

 



 

 

 

The Revolt of 1857 

 

The Revolt of 1857 was a prolonged period of armed uprising as well as 

rebellions in Northern and Central India against British occupation of that 

part of the subcontinent. Small precursors of brewing discontent involving 

incidences of arson in cantonment areas began to manifest themselves in 

January. Later, a large-scale rebellion broke out in May and turned into 

what may be called a full-fledged war in the affected region. This war 

brought about the end of the British East India Company’s rule in India, 

and led to the direct rule by the British Government (British Raj) of much 

of the Indian Subcontinent for the next 90 years. 

 

Causes of 1857 Revolt 

The issue of greased cartridges and military grievances has been over-

emphasized, as the factor for the Revolt of 1857. However, the recent 

research has proved that the cartridge was neither the only cause nor even 

the most important. In fact, the multiple causes i.e., social-religious-

political- economic worked together to produce the rebellion. 

 

1. Social and Religious Causes: The British had abandoned its policy of non-

interference in the socio-religious life of the Indians. Abolition of Sati 

(1829), Hindu Widow Remarriage Act (1856). Christian missionaries were 

allowed to enter India and carry on with their mission of proselytizing. The 



 

 

Religious Disabilities Act of 1850 modified the traditional Hindu law. 

According to it, the change in religion would not debar a son from 

inheriting the property of his heathen father. 

 

2. Economic Causes: British rule led to breakdown of the village self-

sufficiency, commercialisation of agriculture which burdened the 

peasantry, adoption of free trade imperialism from 1800, de-

industrialization and drain of wealth all of which led to overall decline of 

economy. 

 

3. Military Grievances: The extension of British dominion in India had 

adversely affected the service condition of the Sepoys. They were required 

to serve in area away from their homes without the payment of extra 

Bhatta. An important cause of Military discontent was the General Service 

Enlistment Act, 1856, which made it compulsory for the sepoys to cross the 

seas, whenever required. The Post Office Act of 1854 withdrew the free 

postage facility for them. 

 

4. Political Causes: The last major extension of the British Indian territory 

took place during the time of Dalhousie. Dalhousie announced in 1849, that 

the successor of Bahadur Shah II would have to leave the Red Fort. The 

annexation of Baghat and Udaipur were however, cancelled and they were 

restored to their ruling houses. When Dalhousie wanted to apply the 



 

 

Doctrine of Lapse to Karauli (Rajputana), he was overruled by the court of 

Directors. 

 

Different leaders Associated with the Revolt of 1857 

 

Barrackpore Mangal Pandey 

Delhi Bahadur Shah II, General Bakht 

Khan 

Delhi Hakim Ahsanullah (Chief advisor to 

Bahadur Shah II) 

Lucknow Begum Hazrat Mahal, Birjis Qadir, 

Ahmadullah (advisor of the ex-

Nawab of Awadh) 

Kanpur Nana Sahib, Rao Sahib (nephew of 

Nana), Tantia Tope, Azimullah Khan 

(advisor of Nana Sahib) 

Jhansi Rani Laxmibai 

Bihar 

(Jagdishpur) 

Kunwar Singh, Amar Singh 

Allahabad and 

Banaras 

Maulvi Liyakat Ali 

Faizabad Maulvi Ahmadullah (He declared the 

Revolt as Jihad against English) 

Farrukhabad Tufzal Hasan Khan 

Bijnaur Mohammad Khan 

Muradabad Abdul Ali Khan 



 

 

Bareilly Khan Bahadur Khan 

Mandsor Firoz Shah 

Gwalior/Kanpur Tantia Tope 

Assam Kandapareshwar Singh, Manirama 

Datta 

Orissa Surendra Shahi, Ujjwal Shahi 

Kullu Raja Pratap Singh 

Rajasthan Jaidayal Singh and Hardayal Singh 

Gorakhpur Gajadhar Singh 

Mathura Sevi Singh, Kadam Singh 

British Officials Associated with Revolt 

 

General John 

Nicholson 

Captured Delhi on 20th September, 

1857 (Nicholson died soon due to a 

mortal wound received during the 

fighting). 

Major Hudson Killed Bahadur Shah's sons and 

grandsons in Delhi. 

Sir Hugh 

Wheeler 

Defence against Nana Sahib's forces till 

26th June, 1857. British forces 

surrendered on 27th on the promised of 

safe conduct to Allahabad. 

General Neil Recaptured Banaras and Allahabad in 

June 1857. At Kanpur, he killed Indians 

as revenge against the killing of English 

by Nana Sahib's forces. Died at 



 

 

Lucknow while fighting against the 

rebels. 

Sir Colin 

Campbell 

Final recovery of Kanpur on 6th 

December, 1857. Final reoccupation of 

Lucknow on 21 st March, 1858. 

Recapture of Bareilly on 5th May, 1858. 

Henry 

Lawrence 

Chief Commissioner of Awadh. Who 

died during the seizure of British 

residency by rebels at Lucknow on 2nd 

July, 1857! 

Major General 

Havelock 

Defeated the rebels (Nana Sahib's 

force) on 17th July, 1857. Died at 

Lucknow in December 1857. 

William 

Taylor and 

Eye 

Suppressed the revolt at Arrah in 

August 1857. 

Hugh Rose Suppressed the revolt at Jhansi and 

recaptured Gwalior on 20th June, 1858. 

The whole of Central India and 

Bundelkhand was brought under 

British control by him. 

Colonel Oncell Captured Banaras. 

 

Causes of Failure 

 



 

 

1. Some of the local rulers like Scidia of Gwalior, the Holkar of Indore, the 

Nizam of Hyderabad, the Raja of Jodhpur, the Nawab of Bhopal, the rulers 

of Patiala, Sindh and Kashmir and the Rana of Nepal provided active 

support to the British. 

2. The military equipment of the rebels was inferior. Comparative lack of 

efficient leadership. 

3. The modern intelligent Indians also didn't support the cause. 

Impact of the Revolt 

1. The revolt was mainly feudal in character carrying with it some 

nationalist elements. 

2. The control of Indian administration was passed on to the British Crown 

by the Government of India Act, 1858. 

3. The army was carefully reorganised to prevent the recurrence of such an 

event. 

The Revolt of 1857 was an extremely important event in Indian history. It 

was mere a product of Sepoy but was accumulated grievances of the people 

against the Company’s administration and of their dislike for the foreign 

regime. 

 

 

Economic Policies in India during British Rule 



 

 

The following points highlight the top three British economic policies in 

India. The policies are:  

1. Commercial Policy  

2. Land Revenue Policy  

3. The Drain of Wealth Policy 

 

1. Commercial Policy: 

From 1600 to 1757 the East India Company’s role in India was that of a 

trading corporation which brought goods or precious metals into India and 

exchanged them for Indian goods like textiles and spices, which it sold 

abroad. Its profits came primarily from the sale of Indian goods abroad. 

 

Naturally, it tried constantly to open new markets for Indian goods in 

Britain and other countries. Thereby, it increased the export of Indian 

manufacturers and thus encouraged their production. 

This is the reason why Indian rulers tolerated and even encouraged the 

establishment of the Company’s factories in India. But, from the very 

beginning, the British manufacturers were jealous of the popularity that 

Indian textiles enjoyed in Britain. 

 

All of a sudden, dress fashions changed and light cotton textiles began to 

replace the coarse woolens of the English. Before, the author of the famous 



 

 

novel, Robinson Crusoe, complained that Indian cloth had “crept into our 

houses, our closets and bed chambers; curtains, cushions, chairs, and at 

last beds themselves were nothing but calicos or India stuffs”. 

 

The British manufacturers put pressure on their government to restrict and 

prohibit the sale of Indian goods in England. By 1720, laws had been passed 

forbidding the wear or use of printed or dyed cotton cloth. In 1760 a lady 

had to pay a fine of £200 for possessing an imported handkerchief. 

 

Moreover, heavy duties were imposed on the import of plain cloth. Other 

European countries, except Holland, also either prohibited the import of 

Indian cloth or imposed heavy import duties. 

 

In spite of these laws, however, Indian silk and cotton textiles still held 

their own in foreign markets, until the middle of the eighteenth century 

when the English textile industry began to develop on the basis of new and 

advanced technology. 

 

After the battle of Plassey in 1757, the pattern of the Company’s commercial 

relations with India underwent a qualitative change. Now the Company 

could use its political control over Bengal to acquire monopolistic control 

over Indian trade and production and push its Indian trade. Moreover, it 

utilised the revenues of Bengal to finance its export of Indian goods. 



 

 

 

The activity of the Company should have encouraged Indian 

manufacturers, for Indian exports to Britain went up from £1.5 million in 

1750-51 to £5.8 million in 1797-98, but this was not so. The Company used 

its political power to dictate terms to the weavers of Bengal who were 

forced to sell their products at a cheaper and dictated price, even at a loss. 

 

Moreover, their labour was no longer free. Many of them were compelled to 

work for the Company for low wages and forbidden to work for Indian 

merchants. The Company eliminated its rival traders, both Indian and 

foreign, and prevented them from offering higher wages or prices to the 

Bengal handicraftsmen. 

  

The servants of the Company monopolized the sale of raw cotton and made 

the Bengal weaver pay exorbitant prices for it. Thus, the weaver lost both 

ways, as a buyer as well as a seller. At the same time, Indian textiles had to 

pay heavy duties on entering England. The British government was 

determined to protect its rising machine industry whose products could still 

not compete with the cheaper and better Indian goods. 

 

Even so Indian products held some of their ground. The real blow to Indian 

handicrafts fell after 1813, when they lost not only their foreign markets 

but, what was of much greater importance, their market in India itself. The 



 

 

Industrial Revolution in Britain completely transformed Britain’s economy 

and its economic relations with India. 

 

During the second half of the eighteenth century and the first few decades 

of the nineteenth century, Britain underwent profound social and economic 

transformation, and British industry developed and expanded rapidly on 

the basis of modern machines, the factory system, and capitalism. This 

development was aided by several factors. 

 

British overseas trade had been expanding rapidly in the previous 

centuries. Britain had come to capture and monopolise many foreign 

markets by means of war and colonialism. These export markets enabled its 

export industries to expand production rapidly, utilizing the latest 

techniques in production and organisation. 

 

Africa, the West Indies, Latin America, Canada, Australia, China and above 

all India provided unlimited opportunities for export. This was particularly 

true of the cotton textile industry which served as the main vehicle of the 

Industrial Revolution in Britain. 

 

Britain had already evolved the colonial pattern of trade that helped the 

Industrial Revolution which, in turn, strengthened this pattern: the 

colonies and underdeveloped countries exported agricultural and mineral 

raw materials to Britain while the latter sold them its manufactures. 



 

 

 

Second, there was sufficient capital accumulated in the country for 

investment in new machinery and the factory system. Moreover, this capital 

was concentrated, not in the hands of the feudal class which would waste it 

in luxurious living, but in the hands of merchants and industrialists who 

were keen to invest it in trade and industry. 

 

Here again the immense wealth drawn from Africa, Asia, the West Indies, 

and Latin America, including that drawn from India by the East India 

Company and its servants after the battle of Plassey, played an important 

role in financing industrial expansion. 

 

Third, rapid increase in population met the need of the growing industries 

for more and cheaper labour. The population of Britain increased rapidly 

after 1740; it doubled in fifty years after 1780. 

 

Fourth, Britain had a government which was under the influence of 

commercial and manufacturing interests and which, therefore, fought other 

countries determinedly for markets and colonies. 

 

Fifth, the demands for increased production were met by developments in 

technology. Britain’s rising industry could base itself on the inventions of 

Hargreaves, Watt, Crompton, Cartwright, and many others. Many of the 



 

 

inventions now utilised had been available for centuries. In order to take 

full advantage of these inventions and steam-power, production was now 

increasingly concentrated in factories. 

  

It should be noted that it was not these inventions which produced the 

Industrial Revolution. Rather it was the desire of manufacturers to increase 

production rapidly for the expanding markets and their capacity to invest 

the needed capital which led them to utilise the existing technology and to 

call forth new inventions. 

 

In fact, new organisation of industry was to make technical change a 

permanent feature of human development. The Industrial Revolution has, 

in this sense, never come to an end, for modern industry and technology 

have gone on developing from one stage to another ever since the middle of 

the eighteenth century. 

 

The Industrial Revolution transformed British society in a fundamental 

manner. It led to rapid economic development which is the foundation of 

today’s high standard of living in Britain as well as in Europe, the Soviet 

Union, the U.S.A., Canada, Australia, and Japan. 

 

In fact, until the beginning of the nineteenth century, the difference in the 

standards of living of what are today economically the advanced and the 

backward countries was not marked. It was the absence of the Industrial 



 

 

Revolution in the latter group of countries which has led to the immense 

income gap that we see in the world of today. 

 

Britain became increasingly urbanized as a result of the Industrial 

Revolution. More and more people began to live in factory towns. In 1750, 

Britain had only two cities with more than 50,000 inhabitants; in 1851, the 

number was 29. 

 

Two entirely new classes of society were born, the industrial capitalists, 

who owned the factories, and workers who hired out their labour on daily 

wages. While the former class developed rapidly, enjoying unprecedented 

prosperity, the workers—the labouring poor— in the beginning reaped a 

harvest of sorrow. 

  

They were uprooted from their rural surroundings, and their traditional 

way of life was disrupted and destroyed. They now had to live in cities 

which were full of smoke and filth. Housing was utterly inadequate and 

insanitary. 

 

Most of them lived in dark, sunless slums which have been described so 

well in the novels of Charles Dickens. The working hours in the factories 

and mines were intolerably long—often going up to 14 or 16 hours a day. 

Wages were very low. 



 

 

 

Women and children had to work equally hard. Sometimes 4- or 5-year-old 

children were employed in factories and mines. In general, a worker’s life 

was one of poverty, hard work, disease, and malnutrition. It was only after 

the middle of the nineteenth century that improvement in their incomes 

began to take place. 

 

The rise of a powerful class of manufacturers had an important impact on 

Indian administration and its policies. The interest of this class in the 

Empire was very different from that of the East India Company. 

 

It did not gain from the monopolization of the export of Indian handicrafts 

or the direct appropriation of Indian revenues. As this class grew in number 

and strength and political influence, it began to attack the trade monopoly 

of the Company. 

 

Since the profits of this class came from manufacturing and not from 

trading, it wanted to encourage, not imports of manufactures from India, 

but exports of its own products to India as well as imports of raw materials 

like raw cotton from India. 

 



 

 

In 1769 the British industrialists compelled the Company by law to export 

every year British manufactures amounting to over £380,000, even though 

it suffered a loss on the transaction. 

 

In 1793, they forced the Company to grant them the use of 3,000 tons of its 

shipping every year to carry their goods. Exports of British cotton goods to 

the East, mostly to India, increased from £156 in 1794 to nearly £110,000 

in 1813, that is, by nearly 700 times. 

 

But this increase was not enough to satisfy the wild hopes of the Lancashire 

manufacturers who began to actively search for ways and means of 

promoting the export of their products to India. 

 

As R.C. Dutt pointed out later in 1901 in his famous work, The Economic 

History of India, the effort of the Parliamentary Select Committee of 1812 

was “to discover how they (Indian manufacturers) could be replaced by 

British manufacturers, and how British industries could be promoted at the 

expense of Indian industries”. 

 

The British manufacturers looked upon the East India Company, its 

monopoly of eastern trade, and its methods of exploitation of India through 

control of India’s revenues and export trade, to be the chief obstacles in the 

fulfillment of their dreams. 



 

 

 

Between 1793 and 1813, they launched a powerful campaign against the 

Company and its commercial privileges and finally succeeded in 1813 in 

abolishing its monopoly of Indian trade. 

 

With this event, a new phase in Britain’s economic relations with India 

began. Agricultural India was to be made an economic colony of industrial 

England. The Government of India now followed a policy of free trade or 

unrestricted entry of British goods. 

 

Indian handicrafts were exposed to the fierce and unequal competition of 

the machine-made products of Britain and faced extinction. India had to 

admit British goods free or at nominal tariff rates. The Government of India 

also tried to increase the number of purchasers of British goods by 

following a policy of fresh conquests and direct occupation of protected 

states like Awadh. 

 

Many British officials, political leaders and businessmen advocated 

reduction in land revenue so that the Indian peasant might be in a better 

position to buy foreign manufacturers. They also advocated the 

westernization of India so that more and more Indians might develop a 

taste for Western goods. 

 



 

 

Indian hand-made goods were unable to compete against the much cheaper 

products of British mills which had been rapidly improving their productive 

capacity by using inventions and a wider use of steam power. Any 

government wedded to Indian interests alone would have protected Indian 

industry through high tariff walls and used the time thus gained to import 

the new techniques of the West. 

 

Britain had done this in relation to its own industries in the eighteenth 

century; France, Germany and the U.S.A. were also doing so at the time; 

Japan and the Soviet Union were to do it many decades later; and free India 

is doing it today. 

 

However, not only were Indian industries not protected by the foreign 

rulers but foreign goods were given free entry. Foreign imports rose rapidly. 

Imports of British cotton goods alone increased from £1,100,000 in 1813 to 

£6,300,000 in 1856. 

 

The free trade imposed on India was, however, one-sided. While the doors 

of India were thus thrown wide open to foreign goods, Indian products 

which could still compete with British products were subjected to heavy 

import duties on entry into Britain. 

 

The British would not take in Indian goods on fair and equal terms even at 

this stage when their industries had achieved technological superiority over 



 

 

Indian handicrafts. Duties in Britain on several categories of Indian goods 

continued to be high till their export to Britain virtually ceased. 

 

For example, in 1824, a duty of 67 ½ per cent was levied on Indian calicos 

and a duty of 37½ per cent on Indian muslins. Indian sugar had to pay on 

entry into Britain a duty that was over three times its cost price. In some 

cases duties in England went up as high as 400 per cent. As a result of such 

prohibitive import duties and development of machine industries, Indian 

exports to foreign countries fell rapidly. 

 

The unfairness of British commercial policy has been summed up by the 

British historian, H.H. Wilson, in the following words: 

 

It was stated in evidence, that the cotton and silk goods of India up to this 

period could be sold for a profit in the British market, at a price from 50 to 

60 per cent lower than those fabricated in England. It consequently became 

necessary to protect the latter by duties of 70 to 80 per cent on their value, 

or by positive prohibition. 

 

Had this not been the case, had not such prohibitory duties and decrees 

existed, the mills of Paisley and of Manchester would have been stopped in 

their outset and could scarcely have been again set in motion, even by the 

power of steam. 



 

 

 

They were created by the sacrifice of the Indian manufacture. Had India 

been independent, she would have retaliated, would have imposed 

preventive duties upon British goods, and would thus have preserved her 

own productive industry from annihilation. This act of self-defence was not 

permitted her; she was at the mercy of the stranger. 

 

British goods were forced upon her without paying any duty; and the 

foreign manufacturer employed the arm of political injustice to keep down 

and ultimately strangle a competitor with whom he could not have 

contended on equal terms. 

 

Instead of exporting manufactures, India was now forced to export raw 

materials like raw cotton and raw silk which British industries needed 

urgently, or plantation products like indigo and tea, of food grains which 

were in short supply in Britain. 

 

In 1856, India exported £4,300,000 worth of raw cotton, only £810,000 

worth of cotton manufactures, £2,900,000 worth of food grains, 

£1,730,000 worth of indigo, and £770,000 worth of raw silk.  

 

The British also promoted the sale of Indian opium in China even though 

the Chinese put a ban on it because of its poisonous and other harmful 



 

 

effects. But the trade yielded large profits to British merchants and fat 

revenues to the Company-controlled administration of India. 

 

Interestingly enough, the import of opium into Britain was strictly banned. 

By the end of the nineteenth century, Indian exports consisted primarily of 

raw cotton, jute and silk, oilseeds, wheat, hides and skins, indigo and tea. 

 

Thus, the commercial policy of the East India Company after 1813 was 

guided by the needs of British industry. Its main aim was to transform 

India into a consumer of British manufactures and a supplier of raw 

materials. 

 

2. Land Revenue Policy: 

The Company needed Indian revenues to pay for its purchase of Indian 

handicrafts and other goods for export, meet the cost of the conquest of the 

whole of India and the consolidation of British rule, pay for the 

employment of thousands of Englishmen in superior administrative and 

military positions at salaries that were fabulous by contemporary 

standards, and to meet the costs of economic and administrative charges 

needed to enable colonialism to fully penetrate Indian villages and the far-

flung areas. 

 



 

 

This meant a steep rise in the burden of taxation on the India peasant. In 

fact, nearly all the major changes in the administration and judicial system 

till 1813 were geared to the collection of land revenues. The main burden of 

providing money for the trade and profits of the Company, the cost of 

administration, and the wars of British expansion in India had to be borne 

by the Indian peasant or ryot. 

 

In fact the British could not have conquered such a vast country as India if 

they had not taxed the peasant heavily. The Indian state had since time 

immemorial taken a part of the agricultural produce as land revenue. 

 

It had done so either directly through its servants or indirectly through 

intermediaries, such as zamindars, revenue farmers, etc., who collected the 

land revenue from the cultivator and kept a part of it as their commission. 

These intermediaries were primarily collectors of land revenue, although 

they did sometimes own some land in the area from which they collected 

revenue. 

 

3. The Drain of Wealth Policy: 

The British exported to Britain part of India’s wealth and resources for 

which India got no adequate economic or material return. This ‘economic 

drain’ was peculiar to British rule. Even the worst of previous Indian 

governments had spent the revenue they extracted from the people inside 

the country. 



 

 

 

Whether they spent it on irrigation canals and trunk roads, or on palaces, 

temples and mosques, or on wars and conquests, or even on personal 

luxury, it ultimately encouraged Indian trade and industry or gave 

employment to Indians. This was so because even foreign conquerors, like 

the Mughals, soon settled in India and made it their home. But the British 

remained perpetual foreigners. 

 

Englishmen, working and trading in India, nearly always planned to go 

back to Britain, and the Indian government was controlled by a foreign 

company of merchants and the government of Britain. The British, 

consequently, spent a large part of the taxes and income they derived from 

the Indian people not in India but in Britain, their home country. 

 

The drain of wealth from Bengal began in 1757 when the Company’s 

servants began to carry home immense fortunes extorted from Indian 

rulers, zamindars, merchants and the common people. They sent home 

nearly £6 million between 1758 and 1765. This amount was more than four 

times the total land revenue collection of the Nawab of Bengal in 1765. 

 

This amount of drain did not include the trading profits of the Company 

which were often no less illegally derived. In 1765 the Company acquired 

the Diwani of Bengal and thus gained control over its revenues. The 

Company, even more than its servants, soon directly organised the drain. It 



 

 

began to purchase Indian goods out of the revenue of Bengal and to export 

them. These purchases were known as ‘Investments’. 

 

Thus, through ‘Investments’, Bengal’s revenue was sent to England, For 

example, from 1765 to 1770, the Company sent out nearly £4 million worth 

of goods or about 33 per cent of the net revenue of Bengal. 

 

By the end of the eighteenth century, the drain constituted nearly 9 per cent 

of India’s national income. The actual drain was even more, as a large part 

of the salaries and other incomes of English officials and the trading 

fortunes of English merchants also found their way into England. 

 

The drain took the form of an excess of India’s exports over its imports, for 

which India got no return. While the exact amount of the annual drain has 

not been calculated so far and historians differ on its quantum, the fact of 

the drain, at least from 1757 to 1857, was widely accepted by British 

officials. 

 

Thus, for example, Lord Ellen borough, Chairman of the Select Committee 

of the House of Lords, and later Governor-General of India, admitted in 

1840 that India was “required to transmit annually to this country (Britain), 

without any return except in the small value of military stores, a sum 

amounting to between two and three million sterling”. 



 

 

 

And John Sullivan, President of the Board of Revenue, Madras, remarked: 

 

“Our system acts very much like a sponge, drawing up all the good things 

from the banks of the Ganges, and squeezing them down on the banks of 

the Thames.” 

 

The drain went on increasing after 1858, though the British administrators 

and imperialist writers now began to deny its existence. By the end of the 

nineteenth century it constituted nearly 6 per cent of India’s national 

income and one-third of its national savings. 

 

The wealth drained out of India played an important part in financing 

Britain’s capitalist development, especially during the eighteenth century 

and the beginning of the nineteenth century, that is, during the period of 

Britain’s early industrialization. 

 

It has been estimated that it constituted nearly two per cent of Britain’s 

national income during that period. The figure assumes importance if it is 

kept in view that Britain was at that time investing in industry and 

agriculture about 7 per cent of its national income. 

 



 

 

 

Tribal and Peasant Movements 

 

The British came to India as trader but disintegration made them ruler and 

they introduces far-reaching changes into administrative, legal, social and 

religious arena. The foreign character of the British rule hurt the pride of 

locals which made revolutionary to expel the alien rule out of their 

homelands. Here is the list of Non tribal, Tribal and Peasant Movements 

during British India that will helps the aspirants in the preparations of 

examinations like UPSC, SSC, State Services, CDS, NDA, Railways etc. 

 

List of Non tribal, Tribal and peasant movements during British 

India 

 

Name of the movement Main cause(s) Course of the 

 movement and 

consequences 

Sanyasi Rebellion 

Area: Bengal 

Year: 1763-1800 

Displaced 

peasants, 

Demobilized 

Soldiers, disposed 

Zamindars, 

Participated led 

By Sanyasis. 

It was made famous by 

Bankim Chandra 

Chaterjee.  In his 

novel: Anandmath 



 

 

Revolt of 

Kattambomman 

Area: Tirunelveli in Tamil 

Nadu 

Year: 1792-99 

Leader: 

Veerapandya Kattabomman 

(Ruler of panchalakurichi) 

Attempts of the 

British to force 

Katabomman to 

accept their 

suzerainty and his 

refusal 

Defiance of the British 

by Kattabomman for 7 

years; his final capture 

and execution by the 

British (1779); 

annexation of his 

territory by the British 

(1779). 

Rebellion of the Paiks 

Area: Orissa 

Year: 1804-06 

Leader: First under the 

Raja of the Khurda and later 

under jagabandhu 

British 

Occupation of 

Orissa (1803); 

resentment of the 

paiks (a militia 

class occupying 

rent free lands 

under the 

zamindars) 

against British 

land and land 

revenue policies 

Unsuccessful attempt 

of the Raja of Khurd to 

organize a rebellion 

with the help of the 

Paiks, and confiscation 

of his territory by the 

British (1804) 

continuous unrest 

among the Paiks 

between 1804 & 1806; 

rise of the Paiks under 

Jagabandhu and their 

occupation of Puri 

after defeating the 

British force (1807); 

final suppression of 

the movement by force 

and conciliatory 



 

 

measures by British. 

Revolt of Velu Thampi 

Area: Travancore 

Year: 1805-09 

Leader: Velu Thambi 

(Dewan of Travancore) 

Financial burden 

imposed on the state 

by the British 

through the 

subsidiary system; 

the high handedness 

of the British 

Resident there; and 

British demand for 

the removal of 

Dewan. 

Beginning of war 

between the two 

sides (December 

1805); fall of 

Trivendrum 

(Capital of 

Travancore) to the 

British (February 

1809); death of 

Velu Thampi in 

forest due to 

serious injuries. 

Revolt of Rao Bharmal 

Area: Cutch and Kathiawar 

in Gujrat 

Year: 1861-19 

Leader: Rao Bharmal (Rule 

off Cutch) 

Anti-British feeling 

due to British 

expansionist policy 

and their 

interference in 

internal affairs of 

Cutch. 

Final defeat and 

deposal of Rao 

Bharmal; 

imposition of 

Subsidary treaty 

on Cutch. 

Revolt of Ramosis 

Area: Poona 

Year: 1822-29 

Leader: Chittur Singh and 

Umaji 

British Annexation of 

Peshwa’s 

terntory(1818), 

resulting in large 

scale unemployment 

among Ramosis 

Revolt of the 

Ramosis under 

Chittur Singh 

(1822-24); their 

revolt under 

(Umaji (1822-24); 



 

 

(under the Peshwa, 

they served in 

inferior ranks of 

police) 

establishment of 

peace by the 

British by 

pardoning all the 

crimes of the 

Ramosis and also 

by granting them 

lands and 

recruiting them as 

hill police. 

Kittur Rising 

Area: Kittur (near dharwar 

in Karnataka) 

Year: 1824-29 

Leader: Channamma and 

Rayappa 

Death of Shivalinga 

Rudra Desai (chief) 

of Kittur (1824), 

leaving no male to 

recongnize the 

adopted issue; 

refusal of the British 

son as the Desai and 

assumption of 

administration of 

Kittur by British 

Revoltt of 

Channamma 

(widow of late 

Desai) in 1824 and 

murder of English 

officers  including 

Thackeray 

(Collecter of 

Dharwar); 

conquest of Kitttur 

and its annexation 

by the British 

revolt of the 

people of Kittur 

under Rayappa 

who declared 



 

 

independence and 

set up the adopted 

boy as the Desai 

(1829); capture 

and execution of 

rayappa by 

British, and death 

of Channamma in 

Dharwar prison. 

Sambalpur Outbreaks 

Area: Sambalpur (Orissa) 

Year: 1827-40 

Leader: Surendra Sai 

Frequent 

interference of 

British in the 

internal affairs of 

Sambalpur such as 

the issue of 

succession. 

Death of Maharaja 

Sai (ruler) and 

outbreak of civil 

war; succession of 

Mohan Kumari 

(widow of the late 

Raja) with the 

support of the 

British and revolt of 

other claimants 

under Surendra Sai; 

final arrest and life 

imprisonment of 

Surendra Sai by 

British (1840). 

Satara disturbances 

Area: Satara (Maharashtra) 

Deposal and 

banishment of 

Revolt of the people 

of Satara under 



 

 

Year: 1840-41 

Leader: Dhar Rao Pawar 

and Narsing Dattatreya 

Pettkar 

Pratap Singh, the 

popular ruler of 

Satara by the British 

Dhar Rao in 1840; 

their revolt under 

Narsing and seizure 

of Badami in 1841; 

defeat and capture 

of Narsing by the 

British ( he was 

transported for life). 

Bundela Revolt 

Area: Sagar & Damoh 

(Bundelkhand) 

Year: 1842 

Leader: Madhukar Shah and 

Jawahir Singh 

Resentment against 

British land revenue 

policy 

Revolt of the 

Bundelas under 

Shah and Singh; 

murder of police 

officers and 

disruption of British 

administration; 

capture and 

execution of 

madhukar Shah and 

Singh by British. 

Gadkari Rebellion 

Area: Kolhapur 

(Maharashtra) 

Year: 1844-45 

Leader: Not Available 

Assumption of 

direct 

administration of 

Kolhapur by British 

and reforms of D.K. 

Pandit; resentment 

of the Gadkaris (a 

Revolt of the 

Gadkaris, followed 

by a popular revolt 

in the city of 

Kolhapur and all 

other parts of the 

state of Kolhapur; 



 

 

militia class who 

had earlier held 

revenue free lands 

in retum for their 

services to the ruler 

against the revenue 

reforms. 

final suppression of 

the movement by 

the British. 

Satavandi Revolt 

Area: Satavandi 

(Maharashtra) 

Year: 1839-45 

Leader: Phond Savant-

(leading noble) and Anna 

Sahib (heir apparent) 

Deposal of Khen 

Savant (ruler of 

satavandi) and 

appointment of a 

British officer to 

administer to 

administer the state; 

resentment of the 

people against 

British system of 

administration. 

Revolt of the nobles 

and their attempts 

to drive away the 

British; 

transformation of 

the revolt into a 

popular movement 

with the common 

people all over the 

state rising in arms 

against the British; 

proclamation of 

martial law and 

suppression of the 

movement by the 

British. 

Raju Rebellion 

Area: Visakhapatnam (A.P.) 

Year: 1827-33 

Birabhadra was 

dispossessed of his 

estate by the British 

Revolt of Birabhadra 

and his defiance of 

British authority till 



 

 

Leader: Birabhadra Raju in return for a small 

amount of pension 

he was captured 

Palakonda Outbreak 

Area: Palakonda (Andhra 

Pardesh) 

Year: 1831-32 

Leader: Zamindar of 

Palakonda 

Attachment of the 

property of the 

zamindar for non-

payment of revenue 

Revolt of the 

zamindar; 

suppression of the 

revolt of forfeiture of 

Palakonda estate to 

the British 

Gumsur Outbreak 

Area: Gumsur (Ganjam 

District) 

Year: 1835-37 

Leader: Dhananjaya Bhanja 

(Zamindar of Gumsur) 

His failure to clear 

the arrears of 

revenue to the 

British 

Revolt of zamindar; 

Appointment of Mr. 

Russel as the 

Commissioner; final 

suppression of the 

movement after 

larger scale military 

campaign in 1837 

Parlakimedi Outbreak 

Area: Parlakimedi (Orissa) 

Year: 1829-35 

Leader: Jagannath Gajapti 

Narayan Rao 

Attachment of his 

zamindari for 

arrears by the 

British in 1827 

Revolt of the 

zamindar, 

followed by a 

popular rising of 

the people; final 

suppression of the 

movement. 

Movement of the 

Faraizis (In the later stages it 

Degeneration of the 

Islamic society and 

Foundation of the 

movement by 



 

 

was amalgamated with the 

Wahabi movement) 

Area: East Bengal 

Year: 1838-62 

Leader: Shariatuallah and 

Muhammad Mushin (bêtter 

known as Dudhu Mian) 

loss of power to the 

British (Hence its 

aims were to 

remove abuses from 

Islamic society as 

well as to resore 

Muslim rule by 

expelling the British 

from India). 

Shariattullah of 

Faridpur, the 

movement under 

him was mainly 

religious in 

character, though 

he had declared 

British as enemies; 

his death in 1837; 

succession of 

Duhu Mian as the 

leader of the 

Movement, under 

him it became 

mainly political in 

nature; his success 

in mobilizing all 

the Muslim 

peasants of East 

Bengal against 

zamindars and 

indigo planters; 

his arrest and 

confinement in the 

Alipore jail. 

Wahabi Movement Degeneration of Fight of the 



 

 

Area: North India and Deccan 

Year: 1820-70 

Leader: Saiyad Ahmad 

(Founder of the Movement) 

Isalmic society and 

loss of power to the 

British (Aims – 

same as above) 

Wahabis against 

the British for 50 

long years, and 

their final 

suppression by 

British after a 

series of trials in 

the 1860s. 

Movement of Pagal panthis 

Area: Sherpur (East Bengal) 

Year: 1825-33 

Leader: Karam Shah and Tipu 

Resentment of the 

peasants against the 

operession of 

zamindars 

Under Karam 

Shah (founder), It 

was mainly a 

religious 

movement, but 

under tipu (son of 

successor of Shah) 

it became a 

political 

movement against 

the oppressive 

zamindars and 

British, its final 

suppression by 

British after large 

scale military 

operations. 

Kuka Movement Degeneration of Though it started 



 

 

Area: Punjab 

Year: 1854-72 

Leader: Bhagat Jawahar Mal 

(founder) 

Sikh religion and 

loss of sikh 

sovereignty 

as a religious 

reform movement, 

it became a 

movement for the 

restoration of Sikh 

sovereignty after 

the annexation of 

Punjab by the 

British. 

Indigo Revolt 

Area: Bengal 

Year: 1859-60 

Leader: Digambar Biswas & 

Bishnu Biswas 

Forced cultivation 

off Indigo without 

any proper 

remuneration 

Planters could not 

withstand thee 

resistance of ryots, 

indigo cultivation 

virtually wiped 

out, Govt. 

response 

restrained & not 

harsh 

Pabna Movement 

Area: Bengal 

Year: 1873 

Enhanced rent 

Beyond the legal 

Limit & prevention 

of tenants from 

acquiring the 

occupancy rights 

Govt. accepted the 

Demands & 

promised to 

protect Tenants. It 

enacted Bengal 

tenancy Act 1885. 

Deccan Riots 

Area: Poona & Ahmadnagar 

Riots against the 

moneylenders 

Govt. repressed 

the Movt. It 



 

 

Year: 1874 enacted Deccan 

Agriculture Relief 

Act, 1879 to 

protect peasants 

against the money 

lenders 

Peasant unrest 

Area: Punjab 

Year: 1901 

Against the 

acquisition of the 

land by the money 

lenders 

Punjab Land 

Alienation Act of 

1902 enacted 

prohibiting 

transfer of the 

land from the 

peasants to the 

money lenders & 

mortgages for 

more 20 years. 

Eka movement 

Area: Harrdoi, Bahraich, 

Barabanki, Sitapur (U.P.) 

Year: 1921-22 

Leader: Madari pasi 

Enhanced rent 

Oppression of the 

contractors 

Police managed to 

crush the movt 

Mappila, Rebellion 

Area: Malabar, Kerala 

Year: 1922 

Cultivators of 

Malabar revolted 

against the 

moneylenders & 

Zamindars against 

It later assumed 

Communal colour 

Crushed by the 

Govt. in 1921. 



 

 

the lack of security 

of tenure, exorbitant 

rent and renewal 

fees. 

Bardoli Satyagraha 

Area: Bardoli - Gujarat 

Year: 1927 

Leader: Vallabhbhai patel 

Enhancement of the 

land revenue by 

22% even though 

cutton prices had 

declined 

Govt. tried to 

suppress the govt. 

Maxwell 

Broomfield 

enquiry 

Committee set up 

Govt. which 

admitted Bardoli 

assessment was 

Faulty and 

enhancement was 

Cut down. 

All India Kisan Congress 

Area: Lucknow 

Year: 1936 

Leader: Presided over by 

Swami Shajanand 

Against 

moneylenders, 

Zamindars, traders 

& Govt. 

A Kisan manifesto 

was adopted in 

Bombay session in 

1937 

Tebhaga movement 

Area: Bengal 

Year: 1946 

Leader: Bengal Provincial 

Kisan Sabha 

By the 

sharecroppers 

against the Jotedar’s 

demand of &frac12;  

share of crop 

In 1950 congress 

passed Bargadar’s 

Bill 



 

 

instead of 1/3  share 

Bakasht Land Struggle 

Area: Bihar 

Year: 1938-47 

Leader: Karyanand Sharma; 

Yadunandan Sharma, Jauna 

Karjee, Rahul Sanskritayana 

Bakasht lands were 

those lands which 

tenants had lost to 

zamindars during 

depression years by 

virtue of non- 

payment of rent 

which they 

continued to 

cultivate as 

sharecroppers 

The movement 

continued till the 

zamindari was 

abolished. 

Tribal Movements of 19th and 20th Century 

Name of the Tribe Course and consequence 

of revolt 

Chuars 

Area: Nanbhum and Barabhum (West 

Bengal) 

Year: 1766-68 

Leader: Not available 

Defiance of British authority 

by Chuars; suppression of the 

Revolt by British through use 

of force as well as conciliatory 

measures 

Bhils 

Area: Khandesh 

Year: 1818-48 

Beginning of revolt of Bhils 

with British occupation of 

Khandesh (1818) and their 

defiance of British  for  30 

years; final suppression 



 

 

through military operations 

combined with conciliatory 

measures. 

Bhils 

Area: Shinghbum and Chhota Nagpur 

Year: 1820, 1822 & 1832 

Occupation of Singhbhum by 

British and revolt of the Hos 

(1820); its suppression after 

extensive military operations; 

they revolt again in 1832.     

Kolis 

Area: Sahyadri Hills (Gujrat and 

Maharashtra) 

Year: 1824,1828,1839 & 1844-48 

Repeated revolts of Kalis and 

their final suppression after 

the capture of all their 

leaders.                

Khasis 

Area: Khasi Hills (Assam & Meghalaya) 

Year: 1829-32 

Leader: Tirut Singh and Bar Manik 

(Chiefs of Nounklow & Molim 

respectively) 

Unsuccessful attempts of the 

Khasis to drive. away the 

British from their territory; 

surrender of all Khasi chiefs, 

including Tirut Singh, to the 

British in 1832. 

Singphos 

Area: Assam 

Year: 1830-39 

Suppression of 1830 revolt by 

Captain Neufville; murder of 

Colonel-White (British 

Political Agent of Assam) by 

Singphos in 1839 but their 

ultimate defeat by British 

Kols Suppression of the revolt after 



 

 

Area: Chhota Nagpur 

Year: 1831-32 

Leader: Buddho Bhagat 

extensive military operations 

of British and death of 

Bhagat 

Koyas 

Area: Rampa Region (Chodavarm in 

Andhra Pradesh) 

Year: 1840, 1845, 1858, 1861-62, 1879-

80, 1922-24 

Leader: Alluri Sitaramaraju (1922-24) 

Repeated revolts of the Koyas, 

the major ones being the 

1879-80 and 1922-24 revolts; 

capture and execution of Raju 

by British in May 1924. 

Khonds 

Area: Khondmals (Orrisa) 

Year: 1846-48, 1855 and 1914 

Leader: Chakra Bisayi 

The first two revolts, led by 

Bisayi,were put down with 

great difficulty by the British. 

Santhals 

Area: Rajmahal Hills (Bihar) 

Year: 1855-56 

Leader: Sidhu & Kanhu 

Revolt of Santhals and 

establishment of their own 

government (July, 1855); 

defeat of British under Major 

Burrogh by Santhals; transfer 

of the disiurbed area to the 

military and final suppression 

of the revolt by the end of 

1856; creation of a separate 

district of Santhal Paraganas 

to prevent Santhals from 

revolting again in future. 



 

 

Naikdas 

Area: Panch Mahals (Gujarat) 

Year: 1858-59 & 1868 

Leader: Rupsingh and Joria Bhagat 

Revolt of Naikdas under 

Rupsingh in 1858 and 

conclusion of peace between 

British 

 Rupsingh in 1859; their 

revolt again in 1868, and 

establishment of a kingdom 

with Joria as the spiritual 

head of Rupsingh as temporal 

head; suppression of the 

revolt after the capture and 

execution of Rupsingh and 

Joria. 

Kacha Nagas 

Area: Cacher (Assam) 

Year: 1882 

Leader: Sambhudhan 

----- 

Mundas 

Area: Chhota Nagpur 

Year: 1899-1990 

Leader: Birsa Munda 

Foundation of new religious 

sect, with Singh Bonga as the 

only true god, but Birsa 

(1895); - British fears over 

Birsa's preachings among 

Mundas, and arrest and 

imprisonment of Birsa (1895-

97); release of Birsa and 

revival of his doctrine (1898); 



 

 

revolt of Mundas and their 

attack of churches and police 

stations (1899); defeat of 

Mundas by British (Jan, 

1900) and capture of Birsa 

(he died of cholera in jail in 

June 1900). 

Bhils 

Area: Banswara and Dungapur (southern 

Rajasthan) 

Year: 1913 

Leader: Govind Guru 

It began as a purification 

movement, but later 

developed into a political 

movement; failure of their 

attempts to set up a Bhil Raj 

due to British armed 

intervention. 

Oraons 

Area: Chhota Nagpur 

Year: 1914-15 

Leader: Jatra Bhagat 

Launching of a monotheistic 

movement by Jatra in 1914 

andits transformation into a  

radical political movement to 

drive away the British in 1915; 

its suppression by British 

through repressive measures. 

Tana Bhagat Movement 

Area: Chotanagpur, Jharkhand 

Year: 1918 

Adivasis threatened 

nonpayment of the 

Chowikidari tax and rent 

during Non 

Cooperation movt. 



 

 

Thadoe Kukis 

Area: Manipur 

Year: 1917-19 

Leader: Jadonang and his neice Rani 

Gaidinliu 

Their rebellion and guerrilla 

war against British for two 

years.           

Chenchus 

Area: Nallamala Hills (Andhra Pradesh) 

Year: 1921-22 

Leader: Hanumanthu 

Their revolt against 

increasing British control 

over forests.    

 

 

 

The Mesolithic Age 

 

The Mesolithic Age, also known as Middle Stone Age, was the second part 

of the Stone Age. In India, it spanned from 9,000 B.C. to 4,000 B.C. This 

age is characterized by the appearance of Microliths (small bladed stone 

tools). The Mesolithic Age was a transitional phase between the Paleolithic 

Age and the Neolithic Age. The people of this age lived on hunting, fishing, 

and food gathering; later on they also domesticated animals. 

 

Mesolithic is the period between the Upper Paleolithic and the Neolithic. 

The terms "Paleolithic" and "Neolithic" were introduced by John Lubbock 

in his work Pre-historic Times in 1865. The additional "Mesolithic" category 



 

 

was added as an intermediate category by Hodder Westropp in 1866. The 

Mesolithic Age, which means Middle Stone Age, was the second part of the 

Stone Age. This age is characterized by the use of Microliths (small bladed 

stone tools). 

Important Facts related to the Mesolithic Age 

1. In India, it spanned around 9,000 B.C. to 4,000 B.C. This age 

was a transitional phase between the Paleolithic Age and the 

Neolithic Age. 

2. The people of this age lived on hunting, fishing, and food 

gathering initially but later on they also domesticated animals. 

3. The characteristic tools of this age were Microliths. 

4. The people of this age practised painting. The paintings 

depicted birds, animals, and human beings. A considerable 

number of painted rock shelters have been found in Bhimbetka, 

Madhya Pradesh. 

5. Mesolithic sites have been found in Rajasthan, south of the 

river Krishna, central and eastern parts of India, and also in 

southern Uttar Pradesh 

6. Bagor in Rajasthan and Adamgarh in Madhya Pradesh are 

examples of Mesolithic sites in India. 

 

 

Chronology of Mesolithic Age 

 

1. In North/Western Europe, the Mesolithic lasted from 10,000 to 4,000 

BC. 



 

 

2. In Central Europe, it lasted from 10,000 to 5,500 BC. 

3. In East Asia, it lasted from 10,000 to 6,000 BC. 

4. In Southeast Europe, it lasted from 10,000 to 7,000 BC. 

5. In the Middle East and elsewhere, it lasted from 10,000 to 8,000 BC. 

6. In India, it spanned around 9000 B.C to 4000 B.C. 

 

Characteristics of Mesolithic Age 

The Mesolithic Age was a transitional phase between the Paleolithic Age 

and the Neolithic Age. It has the characteristics of both the Paleolithic Age 

and the Neolithic Age. The people of this age lived on hunting, fishing, and 

food gathering while at a later stage they also domesticated animals. 

Tools: The people of this age used microliths. Microliths are very small in 

size and their lengths range from 1 to 8 cm. Backed blade, core, point, 

triangle, lunate and trapeze are the main Mesolithic tools. However, some 

tools used earlier, like scraper, burin and choppers, continue. 

Art: The people of this age practiced painting. Their paintings depicted 

birds, animals, and human beings. 

 

List of Indian Mesolithic sites, their locations, and 

characteristics 

Name of 

Mesolithic 

Sites 

Location Characteristics 

Bagor Rajasthan It had a Microlithic 

industry and its people 

lived on hunting and 



 

 

pastoralism. 

Adamgarh Madhya 

Pradesh 

It shows the earliest 

evidence for the 

domestication of 

animals. 

Bhimbetka Madhya 

Pradesh 

It has more than 500 

painted rock shelters. 

Langhnaj Gujarat Provides the earliest 

evidence of burial of the 

dead. 

Mohrana 

Pahara 

Mirzapur, 

Uttar Pradesh 

Provides the earliest 

evidence of burial. 

 

After about 10,000 BC the climate gradually became warmer again. Many 

of the big animals went with the cold weather to the North. Some animals, 

like the mammoth, elk, woolly rhino and bison became extinct. Gradually, 

the Netherlands were covered with forests, which were rich in animals and 

plants. These changes were the beginning of a new age: the Middle Stone 

Age. It is with this period that the prehistory in Archeon begins. 

 

 

 

The Neolithic Age 



 

 

The Neolithic Age, which means New Stone Age, was the last and third part 

of the Stone Age. In India, it spanned from around 7,000 B.C. to 1,000 B.C. 

The Neolithic Age is mainly characterized by the development of settled 

agriculture and the use of tools and weapons made of polished stones. The 

major crops grown during this period were ragi, horse gram, cotton, rice, 

wheat, and barley. Pottery first appeared in this age. 

 

The Neolithic Age started in India around 7,000 B.C. It was the third and 

last part of the Stone Age. The other two parts were -Paleolithic 

Age (500,000 B.C. to 10,000 B.C.) and Mesolithic Age (9,000 B.C. to 

4,000 B.C.). The Neolithic Age is mainly characterized by the development 

of settled agriculture and the use of tools and weapons made of polished 

stones.   

 

Important points related to the Neolithic Age 



 

 

1. The time span of the Neolithic Age in India was around 7,000 

B.C. to 1,000 B.C. 

2. The Neolithic Age was preceded by Mesolithic Age (9,000 B.C. to 

4,000 B.C.) and succeeded by Chalcolithic Age (c.2100 to 700 

B.C.). 

3. The major crops grown were ragi, horse gram, cotton, rice, 

wheat, and barley. The people of this age domesticated cattle, 

sheep, and goats. They resided in pits near a lake side and had 

hunting and fishing economy. 

4. The people used Microlithic blades in addition to tools made 

of polished stones as well as bones. They used axes, adzes, 

chisels, and Celts. 

5. Pottery first appeared in this age and included grey ware, 

black burnished ware, and mat-impressed ware. 

6. The Neolithic Age is significant for its Megalithic 

Architecture. 

7. The people of this period lived in circular or rectangular houses 

which were made from mud and reed. At some places they lived in 

mud-brick houses. 

8. They had common rights over property and led a settled life. 

9. The Neolithic settlements have been found in North-Western 

part (Such as Kashmir), Southern part (Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 

and Andhra Pradesh), North Eastern frontier (Meghalaya), and 

Eastern part (Bihar and Odisha) of India. 

10. Some of the important Neolithic settlements are Mehrgarh 

(located in Baluchistan, Pakistan), Burzahom (Kashmir), Gufkral 



 

 

(Kashmir), Chirand (Bihar), and Utnur (Andhra Pradesh). 

11. The oldest Neolithic settlement in the Indian Subcontinent was 

Mehrgarh which is located in Baluchistan, a province of Pakistan. 

12. Jarf el Ahmar and Tell Abu Hureyra (both in Syria) were 

the major Neolithic sites in Asia. 

 

The Neolithic Age was succeeded by the Chalcolithic Age (c.2100 to 700 

B.C.) which saw the use of copper; the first metal to be used at the end of 

the Neolithic Age. 

 

Origin of Neolithic Age 

The Neolithic Age started in 9,000 B.C. in world context but in Indian 

context it was varying from 7,000 B.C. to 1,000 B.C. In South India, the 

Neolithic settlements are generally considered to be around 2,500 B.C. old 

while the Neolithic sites discovered on the northern spurs of the Vindhyas 

are not older than 5,000 B.C. Some Neolithic sites found in parts of Eastern 

India and South India is only 1,000 B.C. old. 

Characteristics of Neolithic Age 



 

 

The Neolithic Age saw the man turning into food producer from food 

gatherer. It also witnessed the use of pottery for the first time. People used 

Microlithic blades in addition to tools made of polished stone. The use of 

metal was unknown. 

1. Agriculture: The people of Neolithic Age cultivated ragi, horse gram, 

cotton, rice, wheat, and barley and hence were termed as food producers. 

They domesticated cattle, sheep, and goats. 

2. Tools: The people used Microlithic blades in addition to tools made of 

polished stones. They used stone hoes and digging sticks for digging the 

ground. The ring stones of 1-1/2 kg of weight were fixed at the ends of these 

digging sticks. They also used tools and weapons made of bone; found in 

Burzahom (Kashmir) and Chirand (Bihar). 

3. Weapons: The people primarily used axes as weapons. The North-

western part of Neolithic settlement used rectangular axes having curved 

cutting edge. The Southern part used axes with oval sides and pointed butt 

while polished stone axes with rectangular butt and shouldered hoes were 

use in the north-eastern part. 

4. Housing: The people of Neolithic Age lived in rectangular or circular 

houses which were made of mud and reed. The people of Mehrgarh lived in 

mud-brick houses while pit-dwelling is reported from Burzahom, the 

Neolithic site found in Kashmir. 

5. Pottery: With the advent of Agriculture, people were required to store 

their food grains as well as to do cooking, arrange for drinking water, and 

eating the finished product. That’s why pottery first appeared in the 

Neolithic Age. The pottery of the period was classified under grey ware, 

black-burnished ware, and mat-impressed ware. 



 

 

6. Architecture: The Neolithic Age is significant for its Megalithic 

Architecture. 

7. Technology: In the initial stage of the Neolithic Age, hand-made 

pottery was made but later on the foot-wheels were used to make pots. 

8. Community Life: Neolithic people had common right over property. 

They led a settled life. 

 

Geographical Location of Neolithic people 

The Neolithic people did not live far away from the hilly areas. They habited 

mainly the hilly river valleys, rock shelters, and the slopes of the hills since 

they were entirely dependent on weapons and tools made from stone. They 

inhabited northern spurs of the Vindhyas, Kashmir, South India, Eastern 

India, Meghalaya (north-eastern frontier of India), and Mirzapur and 

Allahabad districts of Uttar Pradesh. Some of the important Neolithic 

settlements are Mehrgarh (located in Baluchistan, Pakistan), Burzahom 

(Kashmir), Gufkral (Kashmir), Chirand (Bihar), and Utnur (Andhra 

Pradesh). Jarf el Ahmar and Tell Abu Hureyra (both in Syria) were the 

major Neolithic sites in Asia.   

 

 

List of Neolithic sites, their locations, and characteristics 

Name of 

Neolithic 

Site 

Location Time 

Span 

Characteristics 



 

 

Mehrgarh Baluchistan, 

Pakistan 

7,000 B.C. Produced cotton 

and wheat and 

lived in mud-

brick houses. 

Burzahom 

(the place of 

birch) 

Kashmir 2,700 B.C. The people lived 

on a lake side in 

pits. 

Domestic dogs 

were buried 

along with their 

masters in their 

graves. Used 

tools and 

weapons made of 

polished stone as 

well as bone. 

Gufkral Kashmir 2,000 

B.C. 

Practiced both 

agriculture & 

domestication of 

animals. Used 

tools and 

weapons made of 

polished stone as 

well as bone. 

Chirand Bihar 2,000 Used tools and 



 

 

B.C. weapons made of 

bone. 

Piklihal, 

Brahmagiri, 

Maski, 

Hallur, 

Tekkalkotta, 

T. Narsipur, 

Kodekal, 

Sanganakallu 

Karnataka 2,000 

B.C. to 

1,000 B.C. 

The people in 

Piklihal were 

cattle-herders. 

They 

domesticated 

sheep, goats, and 

cattle. Ash 

mounds have 

been found. 

Paiyampalli Tamil Nadu 2,000-

1,000 B.C. 

  

Utnur Andhra 

Pradesh 

2,000-

1,000 B.C. 

  

 

Considerable progress was made in Neolithic Age in terms of technology. 

The people developed the practices of cultivation, domestication of animals, 

building houses, pottery, weaving, and writing. This revolutionized man’s 

life and paved the way for the beginning of civilization. 

 

 

 



 

 

The Chalcolithic Culture 

 

With the end of the Neolithic Age, several cultures started using metal, 

mostly copper and low grade bronze. The culture based on the use of 

copper and stone was termed as Chalcolithic meaning stone-copper Phase. 

In India, it spanned around 2000 BC to 700 BC. This culture was mainly 

seen in Pre-Harappan phase, but at many places it extended to Post-

Harappan phase too. The people were mostly rural and lived near hills and 

rivers. The Chalcolithic culture corresponds to the farming communities, 

namely Kayatha, Ahar or Banas, Malwa, and Jorwe. 

The term Chalcolithic is a combination of two words- Chalcolithic was 

derived from the Greek words "khalkos" + "líthos" which means "copper" 

and "stone" or Copper Age. It is also known as the Eneolithic or 

Æneolithic (from Latin aeneus "of copper") is an archaeological period 

that is usually considered to be part of the broader Neolithic (although it 

was originally defined as a transition between the Neolithic and the Bronze 

Age). 

 

Important Chalcolithic Culture 

Chalcolithic 

Culture 

Sites of Chalcolithic Culture 

1. Ahara Culture Aahar (Rajasthan), Balathal, Gilund etc. 

The distinctive feature is black and red 

ware. 



 

 

2. Kayatha Culture Located in Chambal and its tributaries, 

the sturdy red slipped ware with 

chocolate designs is main feature. 

3. Malwa Culture Narmada & its tributaries in Gujarat. One 

of the largest Chalcolithic settlements. 

4. Savalda Culture Dhulia district of Maharashtra. 

5. Prabhas & Rangpur 

Culture 

Both of them are derived from the 

Harappa culture. The polished red ware 

is the hall mark of this culture. 

Chronology of Chalcolithic Settlement 

The first metal age of India is called Chalcolithic Age which saw the use of 

copper along with stone. It was also called Stone-Copper Age. Along with 

the use of copper and stone these people also used low grade bronze to 

make tools and weapons. Chronologically, there are several settlements. 

Some are Pre-Harappan or early Harappan (Kalibangan in Rajasthan and 

Banawali in Haryana) and some are Harappan and Post-Harappan. The 

Chalcolithic culture mainly had farming communities and they existed 

between 2000 BC and 700 BC. In India it was mainly found in South-

Eastern Rajasthan, Western part of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra, and 

in South and East India. 

 

Characteristics of Chalcolithic Age 

1. Agriculture and Animals 

(a) People of Chalcolithic Age survived on hunting, fishing, and farming 

(b) Hunting was one of the important occupations 



 

 

(c) Animals such as sheep, buffalo, goat, cattle, and pig were reared and 

killed for food 

(d) Remains of camels are also found. People ate beef but no traces of 

eating pork are found 

(e) People of Navdatoli grew ber and linseed 

(f) Cotton was produced in black cotton soil 

(g) Traces of rice cultivation are also found. This shows that their food 

included fish and rice. Eastern India produced rice and Western India 

produced barley 

(h) The major crops cultivated were barley and wheat, lentil, bajra, jowar, 

ragi millets, green pea, green and black gram 

2. Tools and Weapons 

(a) Metals such as copper and its alloys were used to make knives, axes, 

fishing hooks, chisels, pins, and rods 

3. Houses 

(a) Use of bricks was extensive during the Chalcolithic people of Harappa 

but there are no traces of burnt (baked) bricks. 

(b) The planning of the houses was simple which was either rectangular or 

circular. 

(c) The walls of houses were made from mud and plastered with cow dung 

and lime. 



 

 

(d) The houses mostly had only one room, but sometimes multi-roomed 

houses were also seen. 

(e) For influential people, large mud houses with 5 rooms, 4 rectangular 

and 1 circular in centre of the settlement are found. 

(f) In Inamgaon, ovens and circular pit houses are found. 

4. Pottery 

(a) Different types of potteries were used by the people of the Chalcolithic 

phase. The Black-and-Red pottery among them was quite common. The 

Ochre-Coloured Pottery (OCP) was also in use. 

5. Burials 

(a) People buried the dead in the floors of their houses in the North-South 

direction along with pots and copper objects. 

(b) In Naves, children were buried with necklaces around their necks or 

with pottery of copper. These children were mainly from affluent families. 

(c) In Kayatha region; bodies were found with 29 bangles and 2 unique 

axes. 

6. Art and Craft 

(a) The specialty of the Chalcolithic culture was wheel made pottery mostly 

of red and orange colour. 

(b) Pottery was painted in linear designs, mainly in black pigment and was 

decorated with different shapes. 

(c) Designs of flowers, vegetation, animals, and birds were used. 



 

 

(d) The Black-and-Red pottery came into existence for the first time. 

(e) People from Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Bihar produced 

channel-spouted pots, dish-on-stands, and bowls-on-stand. 

(f) The people of Chalcolithic Age were expert coppersmiths, ivory carvers, 

lime makers, and terracotta artisans. 

(g) Ornaments were made from semiprecious stones and beads such as 

agate, jasper, chalcedony, and carnelian were used. 

(h) People had knowledge of spinning and weaving. Flax, cotton, and silk 

thread is found from sites in Maharashtra 

Importance of Chalcolithic Phase 

1. Chalcolithic area expanded throughout the country except for alluvial 

region and thick forests. 

2. People were settled mostly near hills and rivers. 

3. People used Microlithic tools of stone and copper. 

4. They knew the art of smelting. 

5. They used painted pottery for the first time. Mostly all used black and 

red, wheel turned pots. These pots were used for cooking, storing, drinking, 

and eating. Use of lota and thali is seen. 

6. At some places where Neolithic phase transferred to Chalcolithic, it was 

called Neolithic-Chalcolithic. 

7. Chalcolithic people were colonizers. 



 

 

8. In Peninsular India there was their large village and a large amount of 

cereal cultivation is known/seen. 

9. They grew wheat, barley, lentils, and rice. 

10. Fish and rice were the important foods. 

11. People from Kayatha, Inamgaion, and Eran were well-off while the 

people from Chirand and Pandi Rajar Dhibi were poor. 

12. In Maharashtra, the dead were buried in north-south direction while in 

South India in the east-west direction. 

Limitations of Chalcolithioc Phase 

The limitations of Chalcolithic phase were: 

(a) Chalcolithic people could not make full use of domestic animals as they 

used them only for food and not for milk (they thought that milk is for 

animals’ young ones). 

(b) They did not do much of cultivation. They lived in black cotton soil area 

which required iron tools for cultivation and there are no traces of plough 

or hoe. 

(c) Chalcolithc phase did not show longevity. There are traces of a large 

number of children buried which indicate lack of nutrition and outbreak of 

epidemics. 

(d) People had no knowledge of mixing two metals so they could not use the 

stronger metal bronze nicely.  Copper had its own limitations and its supply 

was also less. 



 

 

(e) People were not aware of the art of writing and they could not gain any 

benefit from the technical knowledge of the Indus people. 

Chalcolithic Sites in Indian Sub-Continent 

1. Indus Region 

(a) Mohenjodaro 

(b) Harappa 

(c) Ropar 

(d) Suratgarh 

(e) Hanumangarh 

(f) Channudaro 

(g) Jhukar 

(h) Amri 

(i) Jhangar 

2. Ganges Region 

(a) Kausambi 

(b) Alamgirpur 

3. Brahmaputra Region 

4. Mahanadi Region 

5. Chambal Region 

(a) Pseva 

(b) Nagda 

(c) Paramar kheri 

(d) Tungini 



 

 

(e) Metwa 

(f) Takraoda 

(g) Bhilsuri 

(h) Maori 

(i) Ghanta Bilaod 

(j) Betwa 

(k) Bilawati 

(l) Ashta 

6. Saurashtra Region 

(a) Rangpur 

(b) Ahar 

(c) Prashas Patan 

(d) Lakhabawal 

(e) Lothal 

(f) Pithadia 

(g) Rojdi 

(h) Adkot 



 

 

7. Narmada Region 

(a) Navdatoli 

(b) Maheshwar 

(c) Bhagatrav 

(d) Telod 

(e) Mehgam 

(f) Hasanpur 

8. Tapi Region 

(a) Prakash 

(b) Bahal 

9. Godavari-Pravara Region 

(a) Jware 

(b) Nasik 

(c) Kopergaon 

(d) Nivasa 

(e) Daimabad 

10. Bhima Region 

(a) Karegaon 



 

 

(b) Chandoli 

(c) Umbraj 

(d) Chanegaon 

(e) Anacji 

(f) Hingni 

(g) Nagarhalli 

11. Karnataka Region 

(a) Brahmagiri 

(b) Piklithal 

(c) Maski 

The first metal to be used at the end of the Neolithic period was copper 

which was used in addition to stone by several cultures. The cultures to use 

stone and copper implements were known as Chalcolithic which means 

stone-copper phase. The main occupations of the phase were hunting, 

fishing, and farming. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Advent of Aryans 

 

People speaking Indo Aryan language came through North-western 

Mountains and got settled in the North West in Punjab and later in 

Gangatic plains. These were called as Aryans or Indo Aryans. They spoke 

Indo Iranian, Indo European or Sanskrit. Origin of Aryans is not clearly 

known, different scholars have different views on this point. It is said that 

Aryans lived in East of Alps (Eurasia), Central Asia, Arctic region, Germany, 

and Southern Russia. 

Aryan, name originally given to a people who were said to speak an archaic 

Indo-European language and who were thought to have settled in 

prehistoric times in ancient Iran and the northern Indian subcontinent, 

Aryans settled in India in Early Vedic Period. This is referred as 

Saptasindhu or the land of seven rivers; Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas, Sutlej, 

Indus and Saraswati.  

 

Chronology: 

The period of 1500 B.C and 600 B.C was divided into Early Vedic Age (Rig 

Vedic Period) and Later Vedic Age. 

• Rig Vedic Period: 1500 B.C- 1000 B.C; It was in this period, Aryans were 

supposed to have invaded India. 

• Later Vedic Period: 1000 B.C- 600 B.C 

 



 

 

Characteristics of Vedic Era 

 

I. Vedic Literature 

The word Veda is derived from word root which means ‘to Know’ or 

‘Superior Knowledge’. There are four important Vedas: 

 

1. Rig Veda:  It consists of 10 books and 1028 hymns sung in praise of 

different Gods. Mandals II to VII were known as Family Books as they were 

based on family sages such as Gritasamada, Vishvamitra, and Bama deva, 

Arti, Bharadvja and Vasishtha. 

2. Yajur Veda: It describes the political life, social life, rules and regulations 

that should be followed. It is divided into: Krishna Yajur Veda and Shukla 

Yajur Veda 

3. Sama Veda: It is a book of chants and prayers and consists of 1810 

hymns. 

4. Atharva Veda: It consists of magical spells, Indian Medicine and folk 

dances. 

 

Brahmanas 

• These belonged to the second class of Vedas and are related to prayers and 

sacrificial ceremony. 



 

 

• The Tandyamaha Brahamana is considered the oldest and has many 

legends. 

• Vratyas mA is a ceremony mentioned in these legends through which non 

Aryans can be converted into Aryans. 

• Satapatha Brahmana is the most voluminous and important one. It gives 

details about Philosophy, Theology, manner and customs of Vedic Period. 

• The final part of Brahmana was Aranyakas. It had two parts attached to 

Rig Veda; Aitareya and Kaushitaki. 

• There are 108 kinds of philosophical texts which deal with Soul. These are 

called as Upanishad. 

• Brihadaranyaka and Chandogya are the oldest Upanishads. 

• The phrase ‘Satyamev Jayate’ is found in Mundaka Upanishad. 

 

II. Aryan Conflicts 

• The first batch of Aryans invaded India in circa 1500 B.C. 

• They got into conflicts with the autochthonous inhabitants of India, i.e. 

the dasas or dasyus. 

• While the Dasas did not provoke much violence from the Aryans, 

dasyuhatya or the slaughter of Dasyus is frequently mentioned in the Rig 

Veda. 

• Indra is also mentioned as Purandara in the Rig Veda, which literally 

translates into ‘breaker of forts’. 



 

 

• The mention of the Pre-Aryan forts could have been of Harappan 

settlements. 

• The Aryans were easily able to conquer the natives as they possessed 

better arms, coats of mail (varman) and chariots driven by horses. 

• The Aryans engaged in two types of conflicts: one with the indigenous 

populations and then among themselves. 

• The Aryans were divided into five tribes called Panchajanas and 

sometimes procured the help of non-Aryans as well. 

• The rulers of Aryan clan were Bharata and Tritsu assisted by priest 

Vasishtha. 

• The country Bharatvarsha was named after the king Bharata. 

 

III. The Dasarajan War 

• India was ruled by the bharata clan and faced opposition from ten kings; 

five Aryans and five non-Aryans. 

• The battle fought amongst them is called the battle of ten kings or the 

dasarajan war. 

• Fought on the river parushni or ravi, the battle was won by the sudas. 

• Later, the bharatas joined hands with the purus to form a new clan called 

the kurus. 



 

 

• In the later Vedic times, the kurus and the panchalas played an important 

role in the politics of the upper gangetic plains where they established their 

rule together. 

 

IV. Rivers in Vedic Age 

• The term ‘Sapta Sindhu’ or the group of seven chief rivers is mentioned in 

the Rig Veda. 

• The seven rivers were probably: 

• Saraswati in the east, 

• Sindhu (Indus) in the west, 

• Satudru (Sutlej), Vipasa (Beas), Asikni (Chenab), Parushni (Ravi) and 

Vitasta (Jhelum) in between. 

 

 

Why India celebrates Independence Day on 15 August 

In 1929, when Jawaharlal Nehru as Congress President gave the call 

for ‘Poorna Swaraj’ or total independence from British colonial rule, 

January 26 was chosen as the Independence Day.  

 In fact, Congress party continued to celebrate it 1930 onwards, till 

India attained independence and January 26, 1950, was chosen as 

the Republic Day – the day India formally became a sovereign 



 

 

country and was no longer a British Dominion. So how did August 15 

become India’s Independence Day?  

 Well, Lord Mountbatten had been given a mandate by the British 

parliament to transfer the power by June 30, 1948. If he had waited 

till June 1948, in C Rajagopalachari’s memorable words, there would 

have been no power left to transfer. Mountbatten thus advanced the 

date to August 1947. 

 At that time, Mountbatten claimed that by advancing the date, he was 

ensuring that there will be no bloodshed or riot. He was, of course, to 

be proven wrong, although he later tried to justify it by saying that 

“wherever colonial rule has ended, there has been bloodshed. That is 

the price you pay.” 

Indian Independence Bill  

 Based on Mountbatten’s inputs the Indian Independence Bill was 

introduced in the British House of Commons on July 4, 1947, and 

passed within a fortnight. It provided for the end of the British rule in 

India, on August 15, 1947, and the establishment of the Dominions of 

India and Pakistan, which were allowed to secede from the British 

Commonwealth.  

 Mountbatten later claimed, as quoted in Freedom at Midnight, that 

“The date I chose came out of the blue. I chose it in reply to a 

question. I was determined to show I was master of the whole event.  

 When they asked had we set a date, I knew it had to be soon. I hadn’t 

worked it out exactly then — I thought it had to be about August or 

September and I then went out to the 15th August. Why? Because it 

was the second anniversary of Japan’s surrender.”  



 

 

 On August 15, 1945, Japanese Emperor Hirohito gave a recorded 

radio address, which later came to be known as the Jewel Voice 

Broadcast. In the radio address, he announced the surrender of Japan 

to the Allies. Mountbatten remembered hearing the news of Japanese 

surrender that day sitting in Churchill’s room, and as the Supreme 

Allied Commander of South East Asia Command signed the formal 

Japanese surrender of Singapore on September 4, 1945. 

But how did Pakistan get independence on August 14?  

 Actually, it didn’t. The Indian Independence Bill gave August 15 as 

the date of independence for both the countries. The first stamp 

issued by Pakistan mentioned August 15 as its independence day. In 

his first address to Pakistan, Jinnah actually said, “August 15 is the 

birthday of the independent and sovereign state of Pakistan. It marks 

the fulfilment of the destiny of the Muslim nation which made great 

sacrifices in the past few years to have its homeland.”  

 In 1948, Pakistan started marking August 14 as its independence day, 

either because the ceremony for the transfer of power in Karachi was 

held on August 14, 1947, or because August 14, 1947, was the 27th of 

Ramadan, a very sacred date to the Muslims. Whatever be the case, 

73 years on, India and Pakistan celebrate their hard-fought 

independence with patriotic fervour.  

 The dates, in any case, hold far less significance than the mission to 

deliver the fruits of independence to the vast multitude of people in 

the two countries.  
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