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Most Important Topics for UPSC Exam 2020 

 

 

Important Topics List and detailed Notes for UPSC Civil Services Exam 2020 

 

We have covered the complete notes in 3 Books. 

 

I have given below the topics wise questions asked in the UPSC Preliminary General 

studies, from 2013 to 2019. (7 Years) 

 Use your time in a Smart and Intelligent way. Focus on the topics where more 

questions are asked. 

 Also, link the conventional areas to the current affairs topics in those 

respective areas. 

 

HISTORY 

1. Art and Culture - Festival and States, Painting (Bani thani, Kalamkari, Mural 

Paintings), Craft and Heritage states, Classical dance ,Classical Languages, 
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Traditions and Communities, Important cultural places (Ajanta and 

Mahabalipuram), Pilgrimage and location, Shrine and Location - 16 Questions 

2. Nationalist Movement 1905–1918- INC (Surat Split, Women and Muslim 

President, Lahore session),Revolutionary Movement (Ghadr, Rowlatt 

Satyagraha, Swaraj Sabha, Personalities (Lajpat Rai, Annie Besant, Mahatma 

Gandhi) - 11 Questions 

3. Struggle for Swaraj- Congress socialist party, Cripps Mission, Simon 

Commission, Cabinet Mission, Quit India Movement, Salt Satyagraha, 

Chronology (3) - 9 Questions 

4. Buddhism and Jainism - 11 Questions 

5. Bhakti and Sufi Saints - 5 Questions 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

1. Climatology, Atmosphere, Pressure & Temperature systems, Rainfall and 

Climatic regions of the world - 29 Q 

2. Economic geography of India, Agriculture, Mineral & Energy resources, 

Industries & Transportation - 29 Q 

3. Physiographic divisions of India - 16 Q 

 

POLITY 

1. Union & State legislature - 25 Q 

2. Union & State Executive - 14 Q 

3. Constitutional & Non Constitutional bodies - 12 Q 
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4. Judiciary - 8 Q 

5. Preamble & Salient features of Constitution - 8 Q 

 

ECONOMY 

1. Banks & Monetary policy in India - Financial Inclusion (Small Finance Bank, 

Payments Bank), Public Sector Banks, Banking Terms (Asserts, Inter Creditor 

Agreement, Capital Adequacy Ratio, Core Banking Solutions, Basel III Accord, 

Monetary policy, Inflation, Marginal Standing Facility Rate, Banking 

Correspondent, SLR, Bank Rate, Priority Sector Lending)Tax Terms 

(Equalisation Levy, GST, Tax Devolution, Tax to GDP ratio, Sales Tax) - 24 Q 

2. Growth and development - National Economy Terms (GNP, GDP, Economic 

Growth, Poverty) Index, National Indexes (Index of eight core Industries, CPI-

IL) - 15 Q 

3. Indian Agriculture- Agriculture and Cropping pattern , Imports of Agriculture 

products , Government Measures (Food Corporation of India, Minimum 

Support Price, Fair Remuneration Price, Seed Replacement Ratio) - 14 Q 

4. External sector - Forex Reserve and Debts ,Financial Terms (Currency Crisis, 

Demand and Supply, Liquidity Assets),Sovereign Fund - 12 Q 

 

HISTORY 

1. Social and Cultural Awakening in the First Half of the 19th Century- Tribal 

Uprising , Santhal Uprising ,Movement /Organisation - Leaders, Institution - 

Founder, Persons – Position held - 7 Q 
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2. Administrative Changes After 1858 and Acts - Victoria Proclamation, Charter 

Act 1813,Factories Act 1881, Govt. of India Act 1935, Trade Dispute Act 

1929, Govt. of India Act 1919 (2) - 7 Q 

3. Growth of New India—The Nationalist Movement 1858-1905 - Moderates 

(Economic Critics),Swadeshi Movements ,Committee (Butler, Radcliff), Ilbert 

Bill - 6 Q 

4. Babur, Mughal Architecture, Mansabdar, Jagirdar, Zamindar, Personalities, 

Mughal Paintings, Akbar Religious measures - 7 Q 

5. The Structure of the Government and the Economic Policies of the British 

Empire in India, 1757-1857 - Land Reforms - Ryotwari settlement, Economic 

consequence of Brit rule ,English Education - 5 Q 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

1. World Political geography, Places, regions & Countries - 9 Q 

2. Universe & Earth - 9 Q 

3. India Political geography, Places, regions & States - 8 Q 

4. River system - 8 Q 

5. Geomorphology and Soils, Rocks, Earthquake, Volcanism and Plate tectonic -

 6 Q 

 

POLITY 

1. Fundamental rights - 6 Q 

2. Directive Principles of State policy - 6 Q 
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3. Local government - 6 Q 

4. Schedules - 5 Q 

 

ECONOMY 

1. RBI- Monetary Policy and RBI, RBI and Its Measures - 10 Q 

2. Terminology (Money Multiplier, Merchant Discount Rate, Opportunity Cost, 

Domestic Content Requirement, Import Cover, Base Erosion and Profit 

Sharing, Rupee Convertibility, Disguised unemployment) - 8 Q 

3. Government budgeting - Budget (Fiscal Deficit, Capital Budget, Fiscal 

Responsibility and Budget Management, Non Plan expenditure, Capital 

Account) - 8 Q 

4. Financial markets - Indian Stock Market, Bond (IFC Masala Bond, Gold Bond) - 

Financial Terms (Currency Crisis, Demand and Supply, Liquidity Assets) - 6 Q 

 

Ancient History 

1. Vedic Culture and IVC difference - 1 Q 

2. Harappan Site - 2 Q 

3. Ashokan Inscription - 2 Q 

4. Indian Philosophy - 2 Q 

5. Terminology- 3 Q 

6. Feudal System - 1 Q 

7. Books and Themes - 1 Q 

8. Saka Era - 1 Q 
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9. Travellers - Hiuen Tsang - 1 Q 

10. Architecture (Famous sculpture work and Places, Rock Cut) - 2 Q 

 

Medieval History 

1. Delhi Sultanate Administration - 1 Q 

2. Medieval Port - 1 Q 

3. Temple Architecture - 2 Q 

4. Medieval states and Present place - 1 Q 

5. Vijayanagar Empire (Tax system, Founder) - 1 Q 

6. Terminology - 3 Q 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

1. Oceanography, Water distribution, Tides and Ocean currents - 5 Q 

 

POLITY 

1. Fundamental duties - 3 Q 

2. Union & Territories and Citizenship - 3 Q 

3. Emergency - 2 Q 

 

ECONOMY 

1. International economic organizations- International Organizations (WTO, IMF, 

NDB, International Financial Institutions - 7 Q 
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2. Financial Inclusion- E– Governance and Digital Payments gateways - 5 Q 

3. Investment model - Capital (Social Capital, Human Capital, Capital Formation, 

Venture Capital) - 4 Q 

4. Issues related to planning - Five Year Plan - 2 Q 
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Part - 2 

 

Important Topics 

 

 

History - Dynasties of South India 

 

 The period of big empires was begun in south India by the Satvahanas. 

Beginning from late 1st century B.C., they maintained an extensive empire in the 

South till early 3rd century A.D. Their empire included most of the territories of 

south India and a part of north India though, of course, the Chera, the Chola 

and the Pandya kingdoms of the far south were, certainly, excluded from it. 

 Their rule remained glorious in south India from several points of view. After 

them, the Vakatakas repeated their performance. Beginning from late 3rd 

century A.D., the Vakatakas maintained a big empire in the South till early 6th 

century A.D. After them, the politics of south India passed in the hands of the 

Chalukyas, the Rashtrakutas, the Pallavas and the Cholas who ruled there during 
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the period 600-1200 A.D.A parallel can be drawn between the histories of north 

and south India during 600-1200 A.D., at least in one respect. In the north, the 

Pratiharas and the Palas contested for sovereignty. In the same way after the 

destruction of the Vakataka empire, the Chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas of 

Dakshinapath (Deccan) and the Pallavas, the Cholas and the Pandyas of the far 

south contested among themselves for the mastery of the South. 

 From the middle of the sixth century A.D. onward, the Chalukyas of Badami, the 

Pallavas of Kanchi and the Pandyas of Madura fought against each other for 

nearly two hundred years. Then, the Chalukyas were replaced by the 

Rashtrakutas and the contest between them and the Pallavas and the Pandyas 

continued for a hundred years. By the middle of the ninth century A.D., the 

Pandyas and the Pallavas were thrown out of contest and their place was taken 

by the Cholas. 

 The Cholas fought for sovereignty over South India for nearly 350 years (850-

1200 A.D.), first against the Rashtrakutas and then against their successors, the 

Chalukyas of Kalyani. A few powerful rulers of these south Indian dynasties 

interfered in the politics of north India as well, and sometimes their interference 

proved quite effective but mostly they concentrated themselves on the politics 

of the South. 

 The mutual contest of rulers of these different dynasties led to the political 

division of the South like that of the North, as none of them succeeded in 

conquering the entire south India and, thus, failed to bring about the political 

unity of the South. Then, they suffered the same fate as the Hindu rulers of the 

North. When Ala-ud-din Khalji attempted to bring under his subjugation the 
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South, he found his task easier because of the conflicts of the rulers of south 

India. 

 In the beginning of the fourteenth century, besides a few small kingdoms the 

Yadavas of Devagiri, the Kakatiyas of Warangala, the Hoysalas of 

Diwarasamundra and the Pandyas of Madura constituted the powerful kingdoms 

of the south. 

 Indifferent towards the politics of the North and the consequences of the 

Muslim conquest of north India, each of them was fighting against each other 

for the extension of his territories at the cost of each other when the Muslims 

attacked the South. Malik Kafur could defeat them one by one and sometimes 

was supported by one against another. 

 However, Ala-ud- din did not absorb their kingdoms within his empire. But, 

Ghiyas-ud-din Tughluq and Muhammad bin-Tughluq decided to be more 

aggressive. They conquered them and made them a part of the Delhi Sultanate. 

 Thus, the south Indian dynasties met with the same fate as their counterparts in 

the North. They succumbed to the invasions of the Muslims and lost their 

existence though, of course, it happened when the Muslims had completed 

consolidation of their conquest of the North. 

1. The Chalukyas: 

 The foundation of the imperial dynasty of the Chalukyas was laid by the 

Chalukyas of Badami or Vatapi (District Bijapur). They are also known as early 

western Chalukyas. There were other branches also of the Chalukyas. One was 

that of the eastern Chalukyas who established an independent kingdom at Vengi 

or Pishtapura in the first half of the seventh century A.D., another was that of 
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the Chalukyas of Vemulavada who were the feudatories of the Rashtrakutas and 

yet another was that of the later Western Chalukyas of Kalyani who overthrew 

the Rashtrakutas in the second half of the tenth century A.D. and established 

once more the lost glory of the Chalukyas. 

   I. The Chalukyas of Badami: 

 The Chalukyas of Badami ruled over Dakshinapatha (the territories between Mt. 

Vindhya and the river Krishna which included Maharashtra in the west and the 

territories of Telugu speaking people in the east) from the middle of the eighth 

century. They ruled it for nearly the next two hundred years. 

 Dr V.A. Smith described the Chalukyas as of foreign origin and related them to 

the Gurjaras. But modern historians neither accept the Guijaras nor the 

Chalukyas as of foreign origin. 

 The first ruler of this dynasty, about whom something is known, was Jayasinha. 

He was followed by his son Ranaraga. Both flourished in the Badami region of 

Bijapur district in the first half of the sixth century A.D. However, the first 

independent ruler of this dynasty was Pulakesin I, son of Ranaraga. 

 He ruled during 535-566 A.D., made Badami his capital and constructed a fort 

there. He was succeeded by his son Kirti Varman I (566-67 to 587-98 A.D.) who 

assumed the title of Maharaja. He defeated the Nalas, the Mauryas and the 

Kadambas and, thereby, extended his kingdom. After his death, his brother 

Mangalesa ruled over the kingdom on behalf of his son, Pulakesin 

 II. The Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi: 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

 Pulakesin II had appointed his brother, Vishnu Vardhana, as the governor of 

Pishtapura. There he declared his independence, established the empire of the 

eastern Chalukyas and ruled between 615-633 A.D. The first capital of the 

Eastern Chalukyas was Pishtapura. Then, it was transferred to the ancient city of 

Vengi and lastly to Rajamahendri. 

 Vishnu Vardhana was succeeded by Jayasinha I (633-663 A.D.), Indra Varman 

(663 A.D.), Vishnu Vardhana II,. Sarvalokasraya (672-696 A.D.), Jayasinha II 

(696-709 A.D.). Kokuli Vikramaditya (709 A.D.), Vishnuvardhana III (709-746 

A.D.), and Vijayaditya I (746-764 A.D.) respectively. By this time, the 

Rashtrakutas had destroyed the kingdom of the Chalukyas of Badami. 

 During the reign of Vijayditya I, the Rashtrakutas started their attempts to 

destroy the kingdom of the eastern Chalukyas as well. It led to constant fighting 

between the Rashtrakutas and the Eastern Chalukyas. 

 Vijayaditya I was succeeded by his son, Vishnu Vardhana IV who ruled during 

764-799 A.D. In 769 A.D., the Rashtrakutas defeated and forced him to ack-

nowledge their suzerainty. In 799 A.D., there ensued a struggle between 

Govinda II and his younger brother, Dhruva, for the throne of the Rashtrakutas. 

The Chalukyas supported the cause of Govinda II but Govinda II was defeated by 

Dhruva. 

 When Dhruva captured his throne, he decided to punish the allies of his brother, 

including the Chalukyas. Vishnu Vardhana IV was forced to accept the suzerainty 

of Dhruva. Vijyaditya II succeeded Vishnu Vardhana IV in 799 A.D. and 

continued to rule up to 847 A.D. except for a few years in between when his 

kingdom was snatched away by his brother, Bhima, with the help of the 

Rashtrakuta king Govinda III. Vijayaditya II fought against the Gangas and the 
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Rashtrakutas as well for continuously twelve years. In the beginning, he 

succeeded too, but, in the end, the Rashtrakuta ruler Amoghavarsha I forced 

him to accept his suzerainty. 

 Vijayaditya II was succeeded by his son Vishnu Vardhana V but he ruled only for 

18 to 20 months and died about 848 A.D. Then Vijayaditya III, son of Vishnu 

Vardhana V, ascended the throne. He ruled during 848-892 A.D. and proved 

himself as the greatest king of the eastern Chalukyas. 

 He undertook wars of conquests in every direction, succeeded in all and revived 

the glory of the Chalukyas. He defeated the Pallavas, the Pandyas, the Gangas, 

the Kosalas, the Kalachuris, the ruler of Kalinga and his hereditary enemies, the 

Rashtrakutas. 

 Chalukya Bhima I (892-922 A.D.) succeeded Vijayaditya III. He constantly fought 

against the Rashtrakuta ruler Krishna II, was defeated several times but, 

ultimately, succeeded in turning the Rashtrakutas out of his territories. But, the 

continuous struggle of the Chalukyas weakned them very much and their empire 

moved towards disintegration. 

 Chalukya Bhima I was succeeded by Vijayaditya IV (922 A.D.), Amma I (922-929 

A.D.), and Vyayaditya V, respectively. Vijayaditya V ruled only for fifteen days 

and was deposed from the throne by Tala, grandson of Vishnu Vardhana V. 

From that time onwards, the rival princes of the Chalukyas fought against each 

other to capture the throne. Tala was deposed from the throne just after a 

month by Vikramaditya V who himself ruled for only about 10 months. 

 Bhima II, who deposed him from the throne, could rule for only eight months 

and was sent out of power by Yuddhamalla II who ruled during 930-935 A.D. By 
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this time, the Rashtrakutas had become very powerful in Andhra Pradesh. 

Yuddhamalla II was deposed by Bhima III, who ruled for nearly twelve years. 

 Then followed Amma II (946-956 A.D.), Badapa Tala II, Amma II once more, 

Danarnava and Choda-Bhima, respectively. Sakti Varman, son of Danarnava, 

killed Choda-Bhima and captured Vengi in 999 A.D. with the help of the Chola 

king Rajaraja I. Soon after, the Chalukyas lost their independence and became 

the feudatory chiefs of the Cholas. Thus, the conflict against the Rashtrakutas 

and the fratricidal wars among the royal princes brought about the destruction 

of the eastern Chalukyas by the end of the tenth century A.D. 

 III. The Later Chalukyas of Kalyan: 

 The Chalukyas of Kalyan were the feudatories of the Rashtrakutas. During the 

reign of Rashtrakuta Karkka II, his Chalukya noble, Taila II, revolted, defeated 

him and occupied the kingdom of the Rashtrakutas. Indra, one of the 

descendants of the Rashtrakutas, attempted to recover the throne of his 

ancestors with the help of his uncle Mara Singh, the ruler of the Gangas, but 

failed. Thus, Chalukaya Taila II established the rule of the later Chalukyas of 

Kalyan on the remnants of the Rashtrakuta empire. 

 Taila II (993-997 A.D.) was a capable commander. He defeated the Chedis, the 

rulers of Kuntala and Orissa, the Chalukyas of Gujarat, Parmara of Malwa and 

king Uttam of the Cholas. He conquered Lata and Panchal Pradesh. He extended 

his kingdom, claimed to be the descendant of the Chalukyas of Badami, and 

once more revived their glory. 

 The successor of Taila II was Satyasraya (997-1008 A.D.) who, too, fought many 

battles. The Parmara Sindhuraja attacked his kingdom and recovered the 
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territories which were wrested by Taila II from Munja. The Kalachuri Kokalla II 

also defeated him. But, he defeated the Silaharas of northern Konkan and also, 

probably, Chalukya Chammundaraja of Gujarat. 

 However, his greatest success was against Chola Rajaraja who attacked his 

kingdom. He was able to defeat Rajaraja and forced him to return to his country. 

Satyasraya was succeeded by Vikramaditya V (1008-1014 A.D.) and Ayyana II 

(1014-1015 A.D.) respectively. Nothing important could be achieved during 

their reigns. 

 Then, Jayasinha II ascended the throne in 1015 A.D. The Cholas and the 

Chalukyas attempted to conquer the kingdom of the Chalukyas during his time. 

Kalachuri Gangayadeva, Paramara Bhoja and Rajendra Chola formed a 

confederacy and launched simultaneous attacks on the Chalukya kingdom. But 

Jayasinha II successfully repulsed their attacks and kept intact the territories of 

his kingdom. 

 Jayasinha II was succeeded by his son Somesvara I who ruled during 1043- 1068 

A.D. Somesvara I conquered Konkan and attacked Gujarat, south Kosala and 

Kerala. He also fought against the Kalachuri ruler Kama. But his greatest enemy 

was Chola Rajadhiraj. Rajadhiraj once succeeded in conquering even his capital, 

Kalyan, but, ultimately, Somesvara I killed Rajadhiraj in a battle. 

 But, the Cholas repulsed the attacks of Somesvara under the leadership of their 

new king, Rajendra II and, finally, succeeded in giving a crushing defeat to 

Somesvara I in 1063 A.D. Somesvara I was succeeded by Somesvara II (1068-

1076 A.D.) and Vikramaditya VI (1076-1125 A.D.) respectively. The struggle 

with the Cholas continued during their time as well. 
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 However, Vikramaditya VI proved a capable commander, fought many battles 

against his foes and extended his kingdom. His empire extended from the river 

Narmada in the north to Mysore in the south. He was succeeded by Somesvara 

III (1126-1138 A.D.), Jagadekamalla (1138-1151 A.D.) and Taila III (1151-1156 

A.D.) respectively. The kingdom of the Chalukyas was destroyed during the 

reign of Taila III primarily due to internal revolts. 

 Taila III succeeded in repelling the attacks of the Chalukya Kumarapala and the 

Chola Kulottunga II but failed to suppress the revolt of the Kakatiyas of 

Telingana. Taila III was imprisoned by the Kakatiyas, though, afterwards, 

released from the prison. 

 But the incident destroyed the prestige of the Chalukyas and encouraged other 

feudatory chiefs to rise in revolt. In 1156 A.D. the feudatory chief, Bijjala of the 

Kalachuri dynasty succeeded in capturing the kingdom of the Chalukyas after 

the death of Taila III. 

 He and his successors ruled over the Deccan for nearly a quater of a century till 

the fortunes of the Chalukyas were once again revived by Somesvara IV, son of 

Taila III. But the success of Somesvara IV (1181-1189 A.D.) was temporary. He 

was driven out of his kingdom by the Yadava Bhillama in or before 1189 A.D. 

Somesvara IV, the last ruler of the Chalukyas, then, passed his life under the 

shelter of one of his feudatory chiefs, the Kadamba Jayakesm III of Goa. 

 IV. The Importance of the Chalukyas: 

 The Chalukyas established an extensive empire in the Deccan. They brought 

glory to their family, first under the Chalukyas of Badami for nearly two hundred 

years, and, then, for nearly the same period of time, under the Chalukyas of 
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Kalyan. Thus, the dynasty ruled over an extensive area of south India for quite a 

long time. It produced many capable rulers both as military commanders and 

good administrators. 

 Many rulers of this dynasty fought against the mighty rulers of both the south 

and north India and succeeded many times. They assumed high titles like 

Parameswara, Paramabhattaraka, etc., and governed their empire well. Thus, 

this dynasty played an important part in the politics of south India for quite a 

long time. 

 The Chalukyas also helped in the progress of south Indian culture. The kingdom 

of the Chalukyas was economically prosperous and it had several big cities and 

ports which were the centres of internal and external trade even with countries 

outside India. The Chalukyas utilised this prosperity for the development of 

literature and fine arts. 

 The Chalukyas were the followers of Hinduism. The Chalukyas performed many 

yajnas according to Vedic rites and many religious texts were written or 

compiled during their rule. They constructed many temples also in honour of 

Siva and Vishnu. But the Chalukyas were tolerant rulers. They showed respect to 

other religions. Jainism was a popular faith in south Maharashtra and therefore, 

the Chalukyas treated it with respect. 

 The famous Jain scholar Ravikirti was given the highest honour in the court of 

Pulakesin II. Vijayaditya and Vikramaditya also donated many villages to Jain 

scholars. Buddhism was certainly on the decline in India but the Chalukyas 

treated it with tolerance. The Chinese traveller, Hiuen Tsang found many well 

established Viharas and monasteries during his visit to the kingdom of the 
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Chalukyas. Even the Parsees were allowed to settle down and practise this faith, 

without any interference by others, in the Thana district of Bombay. 

 Among fine arts, primarily, it was painting and architecture that flourished 

under the patronage of Chalukyas. Some of the frescoes of the caves of Ajanta 

were prepared during the reign of the Chalukyas. One of these fresco-paintings 

exhibits the scene of welcome to the ambassador of Persia at the court of 

Pulakesin II. In the field of architecture, the temples constructed during the rule 

of the Chalukyas helped in the progress of the art. 

 Many temples were built under the patronage of the Chalukyas. One important 

feature of this temple architecture was that practically all temples were carved 

out of mountains. Many cave-temples and Chaitva halls, which were constructed 

during their rule, have been found at different places. The cave-temple in 

honour of Vishnu was constructed at Badami by king Mangalesh. The temple of 

Siva at Meguti, which has the Prasasti of king Pulakesin II prepared by Ravikirti, 

was built in 634 A.D. 

 The temple of Vishnu at Aihole, which also has an inscription of king 

Vikramaditya II, has been regarded as a fine specimen of temple-architecture of 

the age of the Chalukyas. King Vijavaditva constructed the Siva temple of 

Vijayeswara in the district of Bijapur which now is called the temple of 

Sangameswara. A sister of king Vijayaditya constructed a Jaina temple at 

Lakshameswara, while the wife of king Vikramaditya constructed another temple 

in honour of Siva in the Bijapur district called the Lokeswara temple. 

 Now this temple is called the temple of Virapaksya. Mr Havell has praised the art 

of this temple very much. Another wife of king Vikramaditya built the temple of 
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Trilokeswara near this temple. All these temples have been regarded as fine 

specimens of south Indian architecture. 

 Thus, the Chalukyas contributed not only to the politics of the Deccan but also 

to the economic and cultural progress of south India. 

2. The Rashtrakutas: 

 The Rashtrakutas established their empire after destroying the empire of the 

Chalukyas of Badami. They maintained their ascendancy in the Deccan for nearly 

223 years and then were destroyed by later Chalukyas of Kalyana. Several views 

have been expressed regarding the origin of the Rashtrakutas. 

 Some scholars have maintained that originally the family lived in Maharashtra 

and was related to the ancient family of Yadu (Yadavas); some others regard 

them as related to the Reddi-family of Telugu; a few others accept them as 

Kshatriyas; while yet others have opined that they were peasants of Andhra 

Pradesh who were made hereditary officers at their places by the Chalukya 

rulers. 

 However, the most acceptable view is that they were head of district 

administration under the rule of the Chalukyas and their title was Rashtrakuta 

from which they derived their family name. 

 Afterwards, when their family assumed Imperial dignity, they claimed to be the 

descendants of one or other famous ancient Kshatriya ruling family. Dr A.S. 

Altekar has described that their original homeland was Karnataka from where 

their different family units moved to Maharashtra and settled there. 

Different Rulers: 
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 In the seventh century A.D., the Rashtrakutas, who rose to the Imperial rank 

afterwards, were simply feudatory chiefs of the Chalukyas. One of their 

ancestors, Indra I, established a strong principality at Ellichpur in Berar. He 

further strengthened his position by marrying a Chalukya princess. His son and 

successor, Dantidurga has been regarded as the founder of the Imperial Dynasty 

of the Rashtrakutas. 

The Importance of Rashtrakutas: 

 The Rashtrakutas occupied the most important place in the history of the 

Deccan at one time. No other ruling dynasty of south India was able to create 

such an extensive powerful, glorious and durable empire in the South prior to 

the Rashtrakutas nor could anybody achieve it after them till the rise of the 

Marathas in the eighteenth century. Therefore, the Rashtrakutas have been 

regarded as the most powerful rulers of the South in the history of ancient India. 

 Besides, among the rulers of the South, the Rashtrakutas were the first who 

attacked north India and seriously affected the course of its history. Dhruva, 

Govinda III and Indra III successively attacked the North, defeated the Pratiharas 

and the Palas who were the most powerful ruling dynasties of the North at that 

time and occupied Kannauj in turn. Of course, they could not consolidate their 

power in the North because of the difficulty of communication at that time. 

 Yet, their success was unique because no other ruling dynasty of south India 

penetrated into the North as far as the Rashtrakutas. The Rashtrakutas, too, met 

reverses in their turn, but during the rule of their powerful rulers, they remained 

unchallenged throughout India. Rather, they defeated all powerful ruling 

dynasties of India at one time or the other. 
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 The powerful Pratiharas and the Palas of the North and the Chalukyas and the 

Cholas of the South, in turn, were defeated and left humiliated before the 

Rashtrakutas. After the mighty Guptas no other ruling dynasty had achieved 

such a brilliant success in arms as the Rashtrakutas. This alone is sufficient to 

place the Rashtrakutas among the most respectable ruling dynasties of India. 

 The Rashtrakutas assumed high sounding titles like Parmesvara, 

Parambhattarak, Maharajadhiraja. etc. Thus, they regarded themselves as all 

powerful and the representative of God on earth. 

 Among them, the succession was hereditary and the eldest of the sons was 

regarded as the legitimate successor to the throne. The emperors pursued the 

ancient rules of polity based on Rajya-Dharma and regarded the welfare of their 

subjects as their foremost duty. The emperor was supported by his ministers 

and other high officials. 

 The empire was divided into Rastras, Bhuktis and villages. The important 

officers of district administration were called Rastrapatis or Vispatis. Provincial 

governors enjoyed wide powers concerning their provinces. They were supposed 

to support the emperor with their armies in times of war. 

 The Rashtrakutas were the followers of Hinduism. They performed many yajnas 

according to vedic rites and worshipped Hindu gods and goddesses. Hinduism, 

certainly, flourished under their protection, though a few of them gave 

protection to Jainism also. The Rashtrakutas were extremely liberal rulers in 

religious affairs. Emperor Amoghavarsha worshipped Hindu goddess Lakshmi 

and Jaina Tirthankara Mahavira as well. 

 During the reign of Krishna II, Prithvi Raja and his son constructed many Jaina 

temples. Of course, Buddhism was on the decline at that time but it was because 
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of its own weaknesses. The policy of the Rashtrakutas had nothing to do with its 

decline. 

 Even Islam was treated well by the Rashtrakutas. The Arabs were permitted not 

only to trade but also to settle down and pursue their religion freely within the 

empire of the Rashtrakutas. All this testifies to the liberal and progressive views 

of the Rashtrakutas. 

 The Rashtrakutas patronised education and learning. Besides Sanskrit, Kanarese 

literature grew during their age. The emperors gave encouragement to both 

Hindu and Jaina scholars. Emperor Amoghavarsha was himself a scholar who 

wrote the Kavirajamarga, the earliest Kanarese work on poetics. 

 His court was adorned by a number of scholars as Jinasena, the author of the 

Adipurana and the Harivansha, Mahaviracharya. the author of the 

Ganitasarasangraha and Sakatayana, the author of the Amoghavritti. Besides, 

Ponna, Pamma and Ranna, the famous scholars of Kanarese language also 

flourished during the age of the Rashtrakutas. 

 Though no new school of architecture or sculpture flourished during the period 

of Rashtrakutas, the emperors certainly constructed many temples and images 

of different gods and goddesses. However, there remains only one temple now 

from among those which were constructed by the Rashtrakutas. 

 And, that is the Kailash Temple of Ellora which is the most famous among the 

temples of south India and has been regarded as a unique example of the art of 

architecture of Hindu India. Dr V.A. Smith has described it as the most 

wonderful piece of architecture. 

 Thus, the Rashtrakutas played an effective role not only in the politics of south 

India but also in that of northern India. Of course, their interference in the 
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politics of the North, ultimately, proved detrimental to the interest of India 

because, neither they themselves built up a strong empire in the North nor they 

allowed the Pratiharas to build such an empire which alone could provide 

security to India against impending foreign aggressions of the Turks. 

 Yet, it gave them power and prestige which placed them among the most 

powerful Indian rulers of their age. As regards the South, they prevailed on the 

politics of the South for a long time and determined its course and also helped 

in the cultural development of the South which, in turn, contributed fairly to the 

culture of India. 

3. The Pallavas: 

 The southernmost part of the Indian sub-continent, which has been separated 

from the plateau of Deccan by the rivers Krishna and Tungabhadra, has been 

called the Far South. It has also been called Tamil Pradesh. The earliest 

dynasties which established their rule there were the Cholas, the Pandyas and 

the Cheras. The literature of Sangams (which were assemblies of scholars) 

provides us the sourer material to the history of the Far South. 

 It describes that the Cholas, the Pandyas and the Cheras constantly fought 

against each other for the supremacy of the Far South for a long time. In turn, 

first the Cholas, then the Pandyas and lastly the Cheras gained supremacy. Yet, 

none of them succeeded in establishing a great empire in the Far South, 

consolidating its entire territory. The task was first fulfilled by the Pallavas. After 

the downfall of the Satavahanas, their southeast territories were occupied by the 

Pallavas who made Kanchi their capital. 
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 There is as yet no consensus among scholars regarding the origin of the 

Pallavas. Some European scholars identified Pallavas with the Pahlwas or 

Parthians but now nobody accepts their viewpoint. Some other historians 

described them belonging to the Chola-Naga family. 

 However, it is generally accepted that the Pallavas were the original residents of 

Tondamandalam which was a province in the empire of Asoka enjoying the 

benefits of Mauiyan administration for nearly fifty years. Tondiyara is a Tamil 

word whose equivalent word in Sanskrit is Pallava. Therefore, the residents of 

Tondamandalam were called the Pallavas. That is why their ruling dynasty was 

also called the Pallava dynasty. 

 As regards their family the opinion is again divided. While some scholars have 

regarded them as Kshatriyas, there are others who describe them as Brahmanas. 

Dr K.P. Jayaswal regards them as an offshoot of the Vakatakas for the reason 

that they were both Brahmanas of the Bharadwaja gotra. Dr Dashratha Sharma 

also describes them as Brahmanas. 

 The Pallavas raised themselves to the status of a ruling dynasty in the middle of 

the third century A.D. and their early important rulers were Sivaskanda Varman. 

Vishnugopa. etc. But the beginning of the greatness of the Pallavas was 

attempted by Sinhavishnu in the later part of the sixth century A.D. 

The Importance of Pallavas: 

 The administration of the Pallavas was mostly like that of the great Guptas. The 

emperor was the head of the State and all powers were concentrated in his 

hands. He held titles like Paramesvara, Parambhattaraka, etc. But the emperor 
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was not despotic. His primary duty was to look after the welfare of his subjects 

and he performed his duty according to ancient Rajya-Dharma. 

 The emperor was assisted by ministers and many other high officials of the 

state. The empire was divided into Rashtras, Kottamas and villages for the 

convenience of administration. The Pallavas had succeeded in providing an 

efficient and good administration to their empire. 

 The Pallavas were the devotees of Hinduism. They performed different yajnas 

and constructed temples and images of different Hindu gods and goddesses like 

Vishnu, Siva, Brahma, Lakshmi, etc. They encouraged Hindu religion and 

Sanskrit literature and, thus, helped in the process of Aryanisation in the South. 

The Hindu religious movements which flourished in south India in the eighth 

century originated within the frontiers of the Pallava empire. 

 Kanchi became a great centre of learning in south India and its university helped 

in the progress of Aryan culture in the South, while the city itself was accepted 

as one of the seven religious cities of the Hindus. However, the Pallavas were 

tolerant rulers. They patronised, of course. Saivism and Bhagavatism but gave 

protection to Jainism and Buddhism as well. 

 The period of the Pallavas was marked by literary progress. The University o 

Kanchi mostly contributed to this progress. The celebrated Buddhist scholar 

Diganaga, remained at the University of Kanchi for several years. A few of those 

Pallava rulers were scholars themselves, while most of them patronised scholars. 

Emperor Mahendra Varman wrote the Mattavilasa-Prahasana. 

 Emperor Vishnu Varman had invited the well-known scholar of his age Bharavi 

to visit his court and Dandin. another celebrated scholar, received the patronate 
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of the royal court. Besides Sanskrit literature. Tamil literature also developed 

during the period of the Pallavas. 

 In the far south, the temple architecture began with the Pallavas. Many temples 

were constructed in honour of different Hindu gods and goddesses under the 

royal patronage. The Pallava architecture grew in stages. Its progress has been 

marked in four different stages according to the changes which were introduced 

in it from time to time. 

 The art, when it made its beginning between the period 600-625 A.D., has been 

called the Mahendra school of art. The art which developed during the period 

625-647 A.D has been called the Mamalla school of art. The Rath temples of 

Mamallapurama (Mahabalipuram) were constructed during this period. These 

have been regarded as the finest pieces of the art of architecture in south India. 

 Besides, temple of the five Pandavas and Varaha temple were also constructed 

during this period. These temples have got beautiful images of gods and 

goddesses and fine specimens of paintings as well. The art, developed during 

the period of emperor Rajasinha in the eighth century, has been called the 

Rajasinha school. 

 Some of the temples of Kanchi and Mahabalipuram were constructed during this 

period among which temple of Kailashnatha (Siva) at Kanchi has been regarded 

as the finest. The last school was named Aparajita school after the name of king 

Aparajita. The temple of Bahasara was constructed under this school. This was 

the highest stage of the growth of the art of architecture under the Pallavas. 

 Thus, the period of the Pallavas witnessed the growth of literature, both Sanskrit 

and Tamil, the growth of fine arts, particularly that of architecture, and Hindu 

religion and economic prosperity also. 
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 The Pallavas succeeded not only in establishing a durable empire but also in the 

growth of culture, particularly, that of Aryan culture in the South. Besides, the 

Pallavas contributed to the progress of Indian culture in the countries of South-

East Asia as well. Thus, the period of Pallavas has been regarded as one of the 

remarkable periods in the history of south India. 

4. The Cholas of Tanjore: 

 The Chola dynasty was one of the ancient ruling dynasties of the far South. The 

dynasty maintained its power and prestige during the Sangama age but 

afterwards it was reduced to feudatory status. In turn, the Cholas remained 

subordinate chiefs of the Rashtrakutas, the Chalukyas and the Pallavas. 

 During the middle of the ninth century A.D., they got the opportunity not only to 

revive their independence but to establish themselves as a supreme power of 

the far south. The Cholas maintained an extensive empire which included all the 

territories south of the river Tungabhadra and many islands of the Arabian Sea 

for more than two hundred years. They contributed fairly to the polity and 

culture of south India. 

The Importance of the Cholas: 

1. The Central and Provincial Administration: 

 The king was the head of the administration and all powers were concentrated 

in his hands. The Chola kings assumed high sounding titles. Tanjore, 

Gangaikondacholapuram, Mudikondan and Kanchi remained the various capitals 

of different Chola rulers at various times. The Chola empire was extensive and 

properous and the rulers enjoyed high powers and prestige. 
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 The images of the kings and their wives were also maintained in various temples 

which indicated that they believed in the divine origin of kingship. Yet, the Chola 

rulers were not despotic rulers. They accepted the welfare of their subjects as 

their primary duty. The Chola rulers started the practice of electing their 

successor or Yuvaraja and of associating him with administration during their 

life-time. 

 That is why there were no wars of succession among the Cholas. The position of 

the king was hereditary and, normally, the eldest son of the king was nominated 

as the successor. But, sometimes, if the eldest son was found incompetent, the 

successor was chosen from amongst the younger sons or brothers of the king. 

 The king was assisted by ministers and other high officials of the state in 

administration, who were given high titles, honours and lands as jagirs. The 

Cholas had organised an efficient bureaucracy and their administration was 

successful. 

 The Cholas maintained powerful armies and navies. The infantry, the cavalry and 

the war elephants constituted the main parts of the army of the Cholas. It seems 

that the Cholas had seventy regiments. Probably, the army consisted of 

1,50,000 soldiers and 60,000 war elephants. 

 The Cholas spent huge amounts to maintain an efficient cavalry and imported 

the best horses from Arab countries to equip their army. In peace time, the army 

remained in cantonments where proper arrangements were made for its training 

and discipline. The kings kept their personal bodyguards, called the Velaikkaras, 

who were sworn to defend the person of the king at the cost of their lives. 

 The soldiers and the officers, who distinguished themselves in war, were given 

titles like Kshatriya Sirotnani. The credit of maintaining a strong navy, both for 
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offensive and defensive purposes, went first to the Cholas among Indian rulers. 

The Cholas attacked and forced the kings of Ceylon and Srivijava empire to 

accept their suzerainty, defended their trade on high seas and became the 

masters of the Bay of Bengal. 

 But, the Cholas did not observe the Hindu morality of warfare, i.e. Dharma 

Yudha. The Chola army caused much injury to the civil population, including 

women. The soldiers engaged themselves in loot, destruction, killing of civil 

population and dishonouring of women during warfare. 

 The primary source of the income of the state was land revenue. Rajaraja I took 

1/3rd of the produce as land revenue from his subjects. The revenue was 

collected both in cash and kind. The land was divided into different categories 

on the basis of its productivity; it was measured; and revenue was charged on 

the actual produce. The revenue was charged directly from the cultivators but, 

in certain cases, from the entire village as one unit. The officers observed 

severity while collecting the revenue. 

 But, the Cholas also tried their best to develop artificial means of irrigation. 

They built several dams on the river Kaveri and also made lakes for purposes of 

irrigation. Besides land revenue, taxes on trade, various professions, forests, 

mines, irrigation, salt etc. were other sources of the income of the state. The 

main items of expenditure of the State were the expenses of the king and his 

palace, the army, the civil services and public welfare works. 

 The empire was divided into Mandals for the convenience of administration. 

They were either seven or eight in number. The Mandals were divided into 

Nadus and Nadus into Kurrams or Kottams. Every Kurram had several villages 

which were the smallest units of administration. 
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2. Local Self-Government: 

 The arrangement of local self-government has been regarded as the basic 

feature of the administration of the Cholas. Probably, no other ruling dynasty of 

either the North or the South had such an extensive arrangement of local self-

government at different units of the administration as the Cholas. The 

administration of the Cholas had the provision of local self- government 

beginning from the village up to the Mandal level at the top. 

 The Mahasabha of the village played an important role in the administration of 

the village. Besides, there was provision of representative bodies at the level of 

Kurram, Nadu and Mandal as well, which all helped in the administration. An 

assessment can be made of the nature of the local self-government by the 

rights and duties of the Mahasabha of the village. 

 For the formation of Mahasabha, first a village was divided into thirty wards. The 

people of each ward used to nominate a few people possessing the following 

qualifications: ownership of about an acre and a half of land; residence in a 

house built at one’s own site; age between thirty-five and seventy; knowledge of 

one Veda and a Bhashya; and he or any of his relations must not have 

committed any wrong and received punishment. 

 Besides, those who had been on any of the committees for the past three years 

and those who had been on the committee but had failed to submit the 

accounts were excluded from being nominees. From among the persons duly 

nominated, one was chosen from every ward to be the member of the 

Mahasabha. 

 At this stage the members were not chosen by election but by the lot system. 

Names of persons were written on palm-leaf tickets which were put into a pot 
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and shuffled and a young boy was directed to take out the ticket. The same 

procedure was followed for the formation of the different committees of the 

Mahasabha. 

 Thus, the Mahasabha of a village was constituted of educated and economically 

independent persons of the village and, in all, had thirty members. There were 

also different committees of the Mahasabha to look after different things 

concerning the village like the judicial committee, the garden committee, the 

committee to look after tanks and irrigation, etc. 

 The Mahasabha enjoyed wide powers. It possessed proprietary rights over 

community lands and controlled the private land within its jurisdiction. The 

Central or the provincial government consulted the Mahasabha of the village 

concerning any change in the management of the land of the village. It helped 

the officials of the government in the assessment of production and revenue of 

the village. 

 It collected revenue arid, in cases of default, had the power to sell the land in 

question by public auction. It looked after the reclamation of waste land and 

forest which were within its jurisdiction. It imposed taxes and appointed paid 

officials to look after the administration of the village. The judicial committee of 

the Mahasabha, called the Nyayattar, settled cases of disputes, both civil and 

criminal. It looked after the roads, cleanliness, lighting of temples, tanks, rest- 

houses and security of the village. 

 Thus, the Mahasabha looked after civic, police, judicial, revenue, and all other 

functions concerning the village. It was an autonomous body and functioned 

mostly independently. The Central Government interfered in its working only 

when it was felt absolutely necessary. Thus, the villages under the 
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administration of the Cholas were practically “little republics” which drew 

admiration from even British administrators. 

 Dr K.A. Nilakanta Sastri writes, “Between an able bureaucracy and the active 

local assemblies, which in various ways fostered a lively sense of citizenship, 

there was attained a high standard of administrative efficiency and purity, 

perhaps the highest ever attained by the Hindu state.” 

3. Social Condition: 

 Society was based on Varna-Asram Dharma but the different Varnas or castes 

lived peacefully with each other. Inter-caste marriages were permitted and it 

had led to the formation of different sub-castes. The position of women was 

good. They were free from many restrictions which came to be imposed on 

them by the Hindu society later on. There was no purdah-system and women 

participated freely in all social and religious functions. 

 They inherited and owned property in their own right. There were stray cases of 

sati but it was not a widely practised custom. Normally, monogamy was the 

prevalent rule but the kings, the Samantas and the rich people kept several 

wives. The Devadasi system was also in vogue and there were prostitutes also in 

cities. The slave system was also prevalent. 

4. Economic Condition: 

 The Chola empire enjoyed widespread prosperity. The Cholas had arranged for 

proper means of irrigation which had helped in the reclamation of waste land 

and increased agricultural production which provided the base for the prosperity 

of both rulers and the ruled. The Cholas maintained peace and security within 
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the territory, constructed well-connected roads, provided safety to travellers 

and traders and, above all, kept a strong navy on high seas. 

 In such conditions, trade, both internal and external, grew resulting in increased 

prosperity of the state. The traders had brisk trade with China, Malaya, Western 

gulf and the islands of South-East Asia. Industries also grew up under the 

protection of the Cholas. Cloth, ornaments, metals and their different products, 

production of salt and construction of images and temples were a few of the 

important industries which grew and prospered under the protection of the 

Cholas. 

5. Religious Condition: 

 The Chola emperors were the devotees of either Bhagavatism or Saivism. Both of 

which were the most important sects of Hinduism. Both of these sects became 

very popular in South India under the protection of the Cholas. The reign of 

emperor Vijayalaya marked the beginning of the rise of these sects and, then, 

every Chola emperor contributed in his own way to their progress. 

 During this period, temples of different gods and goddesses were constructed 

in large numbers and they became the predominant feature of Hinduism. Hindu 

temples not only became centres of worship but also those of education, arts 

and social welfare. The temples satisfied not only the religious urge of the 

people but also served the purpose of social welfare and progress. 

 The Chola emperors helped in the progress of Hindu society and religion by 

constructing a large number of temples of Hindu gods and goddesses. The 

Cholas were tolerant rulers. Barring one or two examples, every Chola emperor 

respected and gave equal protection to even’ religious faith. And, whenever 
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intolerance was attempted, it resulted in revolt among the people. This proves 

that tolerance in religion was observed not only by the rulers but even the ruled 

accepted and pursued it as a matter of rightful duty. 

6. Literature: 

 The period of the rule of the Cholas was the golden age of Tamil literature. 

Mostly, the texts were written as Kavya (poetry). Different scholars received 

patronage from different rulers and engaged themselves in scholarly writings. 

Among noted scholars of this period were Tirutakadevara, who wrote the 

Jiwana-Chintamani, Tolamokti, who wrote the Sulamani, Jayagodar, who wrote 

the Kalingatuppani and Kambana, who wrote the Ramavatrama. Kambana was 

one of the greatest figures in Tamil poetry. 

 His Ramayana known as the Kamba Ramayana has been regarded as a 

masterpiece of Tamil literature. The Buddhist scholar, Buddhamitra, wrote the 

text named the Rasoliyan while another Buddhist scholar wrote the 

Kundalakesha and the Kalladama. Scholars, like Dandina and Pugalenda, also 

flourished under the patronage of the Cholas. Besides Tamil, texts were written 

in the Sanskrit language also. During the reign of Parantaka I, Venkatmadhava 

wrote has commentary of the Rigveda while Keshavaswamina wrote his scholarly 

work titled Nanartharnava. Thus, literature, both in Tamil and Sanskrit, 

progressed under the rule of the Cholas. 

 Fine Arts: 

 The Cholas constructed cities, lakes, dams, tanks etc. at different places. 

Rajendra I constructed a huge lake at his capital, Gangaikondacholapuram which 

was filled up by the waters of the rivers Kalerun and Bellara and which supplied 
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water to many canals constructed for irrigation purposes. The same way, many 

dams at different rivers, canals and tanks were constructed by different Chola 

rulers. 

 But the chosen fields of the Cholas were architecture and sculpture. Huge and 

beautiful temples cut out from rocks or from hills and images of different Hindu 

gods and goddesses were constructed by the Cholas. The best specimens of the 

Chola art of early period are the temples of Vijayalaya-Cholesvara, the 

Nagesvara temple, the Koranganatha temple and the Muvarakovitna temple. 

 The Vijayalaya-Cholesvara temple at Narttamalai is interesting for its circular 

shrine chamber enclosed within a square ambulatory. The Nagesvara temple has 

many beautiful images of men and wonwn on its stone walls, while 

Koranganatha temple at Srinivasanallur which was, probably, constructed during 

the reign of Parantaka I, has been regarded as the best example of the initial 

phase of the Chola development of the Dravida temple art. 

 However, when the Chola empire grew in strength and its prosperity also 

increased, still more grand temples were constructed by the Cholas. Rajaraja I 

constructed the Rajarajesvara temple at Tanjore and the temple of 

Viruvalisvarama in the Tinnaveli district. Rajendra Chola also constructed a huge 

temple of Siva at his capital Gangai-kondacholapuram. 

 Rajaraja II constructed the temple of Airavatesvara at Darasuram while 

Kulottunga II constructed the temple of Kampaharesvara at Tribhuvanam. All 

these temples possess both the grandeur and the beauty of the art of 

architecture. The Rajarajesvara temple at Tanjore stands within a walled 

quadrangle, 500 feet by 250 feet. It has fourteen storeys which rise up to 190 
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feet from the ground. At the top of it is a 25 feet high tomb which weighs 80 

tonnes and has been constructed by cutting a single rock. 

 The entire temple is covered with beautiful images of different Hindu gods and 

goddesses carved in stone walls. Percy Brown writes of it, “It is the touchstone of 

Indian architecture as a whole.” These various temples justify the opinion that 

the south Indian architecture or the Dravida temple art had reached the stage of 

perfection during the reign of the Chola emperors. Of course, it was inspired by 

the Pallava art in its early stages but, afterwards, it developed its own qualities 

and perfected itself. 

 The art of sculpture also progressed during this period. The Cholas worshipped 

all Hindu gods and goddesses and therefore, built the images of all. Besides, 

images were carved out on the stone walls of the temples. The Chola emperors 

also built their own images as well as of their wives and placed them also in 

temples. But the finest specimens of images constructed during the period of 

the Cholas were the bronze statues out of which the statue of Nataraja Siva has 

been regarded as the best and which has become widely popular even during 

modern times. 

 Painting also progressed during the period of Cholas. The wall-paintings at the 

Siva temple of Tanjore can be favourably compared to the frescoes at the caves 

of Ajanta. 

 Thus, the period of the Cholas was remarkable from many aspects. It 

contributed fairly to the polity and culture of south India and thereby, to Indian 

polity and culture. Its contribution has been widely accepted in the domain of 

local self-government, construction of a powerful navy, growth of Tamil 

literature and in the fields of architecture and sculpture. 
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History - Current Affairs 

Army invokes emergency powers for missile deal 

Context 

 Recently, Defence Ministry has sanctioned a set of new financial powers for 

emergency procurements to the Indian Armed Forces to ensure operational 

preparedness. They have been given a free hand to procure equipment worth up 

to Rs. 300 crore on a priority basis. 

 According to it, the Army is in the process of procuring Spike-LR Anti-Tank 

Missiles from Israel and Igla-S Very Short Range Air Defence Systems (VSHORAD) 

from Russia. Entirely new systems not in use can also be procured under the 

new powers. 

About 

 The Vice Chiefs of the Army, Navy and the Indian Air Force were granted 

additional financial powers to carry out specific procurement. 

 In the wake of the Pulwama terror attack, the government has granted 

emergency powers to the Army, Navy and the Indian Air Force to procure critical 

weapons and equipment (from a single vendor) to help them effectively deal 

with any hostilities along the border with Pakistan. 

 Deliveries under the emergency route have to be completed in three to six 

months. 
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 Relaxations in certain rules were made to cut delays in military purchase. 

 For the procurement under the emergency orders, the forces need not even take 

concurrence of the Integrated Financial Advisor from the defence finance 

department. 

Title: Recent Achievements of DRDO 

Context 

 Recently, Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) test 

fired guided bomb from Sukhoi combat jet and AKASH-MK-1S missile. 

 Parallelly, Indian Army along with Indian Navy and Indian Air Force (IAF) also test 

fired the aerial version of the supersonic BrahMos cruise missile from a Sukhoi 

jet at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

About 

Guided bomb from Sukhoi combat jet 

 Guided bombs are meant to precisely hit a designated target to minimize 

collateral damage. 

 DRDO test fired an indigenously-developed 500 kg class Inertial Guided Bomb 

from Su-30 MKI Aircraft from the Pokhran test range in Rajasthan. 

 It achieved the desired range and hit the target with high precision. 

 It is capable of carrying different warheads. 

 The weapon being developed is similar to the SPICE (Smart, Precise Impact, 

Cost-Effective), an Israel made bomb which was used by the Indian Air Force to 

hit terror camps in Pakistan's Balakot on February 26, 2019. 
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Supersonic BrahMos cruise missile 

 A BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile was successfully test-fired by a Unit of 

Eastern Command, Indian Army from Car Nicobar Islands as part of joint 

training by Indian Army, Indian Navy and Indian Air Force, demonstrating high 

standards of Inter Service Synergy. 

 The Combat missile was test fired on a specially designed target chosen at a 

range of 270 Kms, thus validating deep penetration capability by the supersonic 

cruise missile and accurate engagement of targets in depth. 

 The 2.5 tonne air-to-surface missile has a range of around 300 km, and this 

step will significantly enhance the IAF's combat capability. 

 The BrahMos cruise missile travels at a speed of Mach 2.8, nearly three times 

that of sound. 

 This missile has by now established itself as a major 'Force Multiplier' in modern 

day battlefield with impeccable multi role and multi-platform launch capabilities 

furthering the confidence amongst Indian troops. 

 The missile is a derivative of the Russian anti-ship cruise missile and it is 

thought to be one of the world’s fastest cruise missiles currently in operational 

use. The missile was inducted into the Army in 2007. 

AKASH-MK-1S Missile 

 DRDO has successfully test fired AKASH-MK-1S missile with a strike range of 25 

km and capability to carry warhead of 60 kg from Odisha. 

 The supersonic missile has a range up to the altitude of 18,000 metres. 
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 The missile uses high-energy solid propellant for the booster and ramjet-rocket 

propulsion for the sustainer phase. The missile system is said to be highly 

mobile. 

 The medium range multi-target engagement capable missile was developed as 

part of the Integrated Guided-Missile Development Programme (IGMDP) other 

than Nag, Agni, Trishul, and Prithvi missiles. 

 AKASH MK-1S is an upgrade of existing AKASH missile with indigenous Seeker. 

 It is a surface to air missile which can neutralize advanced aerial targets. 

 The Akash weapon system has combination of both command guidance and 

active terminal seeker guidance. 

 Seeker and guidance performance have been consistently established in both 

the missions. 

 The missile is guided by a phased array fire control radar called 'Rajendra' which 

is termed as Battery Level Radar (BLR) with a tracking range of about 60 km. 

 The Akash-MK-1S is capable of striking down enemy fighter jets and drones 

very effectively and accurately. 

Way Ahead 

 DRDO is also reportedly developing two such glide bombs named -

 Garuthmaa and Garuda. 

 Garuthmaa is the winged version with a range of 100 km while Garuda is the 

non-winged version with a range of 30 km. 

 DRDO is also developing a Smart Anti Airfield Weapon (SAAW) which can be used 

to damage enemy airfields during war. 
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 It had been bogged in controversies with a Comptroller and Auditor General 

(CAG) report in 2017 stating that 30% of the missiles failed when tested. 

 The Army too had said in 2017 that the missile did not meet its operational 

requirements due to higher reaction time. India is slowly plugging the holes in 

its air defence elements by developing the advanced surface-to-air missile 

named MRSAM — Medium Range Surface to Air Missile in collaboration with 

Israel. 

 Besides that, five regiments of the renowned S-400 air defence system are 

under procurement from Russia. 

INS Vela 

Context 

 Recently, the Indian Navy’s fourth Scorpene-class submarine Vela, constructed 

by the Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL), was launched at the Kanhoji 

Angre Wet Basin of MDL. 

 The submarine was towed to the Mumbai Port Trust for separation from the 

pontoon after which she will undergo rigorous trials and tests, both at the 

harbour and at sea before delivery to the Navy. 

About 

Scorpene Class Submarine: 

 These are diesel-electric attack submarines jointly developed by the French 

company - Naval Group (formerly Direction des Constructions Navales (DCNS)) 

and the Spanish company - Navantia. 
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 These submarines can undertake multifarious tasks typically undertaken by any 

modern submarine which include anti-surface as well as anti-submarine 

warfare. 

 They feature diesel propulsion and additional Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP). 

 AIP is a marine propulsion technology that allows a non-nuclear submarine to 

operate without access to atmospheric oxygen (by surfacing or using a snorkel). 

 The system of AIP fitted in this class of submarines is a modified version of 

nuclear propulsion system with heat being generated by ethanol and oxygen. 

The combustion of the ethanol and stored oxygen, at a pressure of 60 atm, 

generates steam which powers a conventional turbine power plant. 

INS Vela: 

 It is the fourth Scorpene class submarine being built under the project 75I by 

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd through transfer of technology. 

 This involves appropriate technical support by the Naval Group to Mazagon 

Dock Shipbuilders Ltd in the field of construction, integration and tests of the 

submarines in India which is achieved through transfer of technical data 

package to MDL through information system as well as on job training to MDL’s 

personnel on critical technologies. 

 Leveraging the experience and the transfer-of-technology of the Scorpene 

project, with enhanced and upgraded infrastructure, MDL, is ready for 

undertaking construction of the future submarines. 

 The AIP fitted in these submarines enables them to operate for more than 21 

days under water, depending on variables such as speed. 

 The complete list of the submarines of this class are: 
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o INS Kalvari - Active 

o INS Khanderi – Sea trials 

o INS Karanj – Sea trials 

o INS Vela – Sea trials 

o INS Vagir – Under construction 

o INS Vagsheer – Under construction 

INS Vela (S40): 

 It was the lead ship of four diesel-electric Vela-class submarines of the Indian 

Navy. These Vela-class submarines of the Indian Navy were variants of the later 

Soviet Foxtrot-class submarines. 

 The submarine was commissioned in 1973. After 37 years of service, the 

submarine was decommissioned in 2010. The submarine was the oldest 

operational submarine in the world at the time of her decommissioning. 

 

History - Sufi and Bhakti Movement 

 India is known to the world as a birth as well as meeting place of various 

religions, creeds and faiths. 

 Apart from the oldest ancient Hinduism, India had given birth to Jainism and 

Buddhism, the two glorious religions which by their rich principles, ideas and 

philosophy not only saved Indians from superstitious beliefs and spiritual 

dogmas but also enriched the ancient Hinduism which had been misinterpreted 

by Brahmanism. 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

 The two religions with their principles of non-violence and noble 

Philosophy proved to be the sister religions of Hinduism. 

 After them, came Islam in the beginning of the medieval age in India, which in-

spite of its principle of universal brotherhood could not associate herself with 

Hinduism. It was due to the fact that the Islamic people were annoyed with the 

outer form of Hinduism like elaborate rites and rituals, polytheism and idolatry 

etc. 

 Of course they did not try to go deep into Hindu Philosophy, Islamic religious 

men and the Muslim rulers wanted to propagate the Islamic religion by adopting 

forceful methods. It was characterised as a militant religion. Muslims consider 

Hindus infidels and Muslim rulers very often declared jihad on the eve of wars 

against Hindus. Muslim rulers of the Sultanate period did not treat Hindus 

properly. The Hindu religious sentiments had received a rude set back, when the 

Muslim rulers plundered and destroyed the Hindu temples. 

 Antagonism between the two different sects of people continued to grow day by 

day. Religious supremacy made the Muslim rulers and people to exhibit mutual 

hatred and hostility, towards their fellow Hindu Citizens. 

 At this critical hour of human ignorance and mutual hatred and hostility, there 

appeared a group of serious religious thinkers who by their Sufi and Bhakti 

movement awakened the People about God and religion. They did everything to 

establish brotherhood, love and friendship between the Hindus and Muslims. 

 

 

The Sufi Movement: 
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 The Sufi movement was a socio-religious movement of fourteenth to 

sixteenth The exponents of this movement were unorthodox Muslim saints who 

had a deep study of vedantic philosophy and Buddhism of India. They had gone 

through various religious text of India and had come in contact with great sages 

and seers of India. They could see the Indian religion from very near and 

realized its inner values. Accordingly they developed Islamic Philosophy which at 

last gave birth to the Sufi Movement. 

 The Sufi movement therefore was the result of the Hindu influence on Islam. 

This movement influenced both the Muslims and Hindus and thus, provided a 

common platform for the two. Though the Sufis were devout Muslims, yet they 

differed from the orthodox Muslims. 

 While the former believed in inner purity, the latter believed in external conduct. 

The union of the human soul with God through love and devotion was the 

essence of the teachings of the Sufi Saints. The method of their realizing God 

was the renunciation of the World and Worldly pleasures. They lived a secluded 

life. 

 They were called Sufis as they wore garments of Wool (suf) as their budge of 

poverty. Thus the name ‘Sufi’ is derived from the word Suf. They 

consider love to be the only means of reaching God. 

 The Sufis did not attach importance to namaz, hajj and celibacy. That is why 

they were misunderstood by orthodox muslims. They regarded Singing and 

dancing as methods of inducing a state of ecstasy which brought one nearer to 

realisation of God. There were some leading Sufi saints like Khwaja Muinuddin 

Chisti, Fariuddin Ganj-i-Shakar, Nizam-ud-din Auliya etc. 
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Khwaja Muinuddin Chisti (1143-1234): 

 Khwaja Muinuddin Chisti was a great Sufi Saint of India. The Chisti order was 

established in India by him. He was born in 1143 A.D. in Seistan in Persia. He 

came to India around 1192 A.D. shortly before the defeat and death of Prithvi 

Raj Chauhan and settled on at Ajmer. It is said that some of the Hindu families 

influenced Prithviraj to drive out Muinuddin Chisti from his state. 

 Accordingly Prithvi Raj sent the chief priest of Ajmer, Rama Deo, with an order 

to Muinuddin to leave his state. But Rama Deo was so much impressed and 

fascinated with the personality of Chisti that he became his disciple and 

remained with him. In this way he attracted everyone who came in contact with 

him. He had a large number of followers. 

 By leading a very simple ascetic way of life and spreading the message of love 

and equality, he had tried to wipe out ill- feelings from the minds of the people 

of two communities i.e. Hindus and Muslims. Of course no authentic record of 

his activities is available. He did not write any book but his fame rose with the 

fame of his successors. However living for a long period of more than ninety 

years and spreading the message of love and universal brotherhood he breathed 

his last in 1234 A.D. 

 

 

Farid-ud-din Ganj-i-Shakar (1176-1268): 
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 Farid-ud-din Ganj-i-Shakar was another great Sufi Saint of India. He was 

popularly known as Baba Farid. He was a great disciple of Shaikh Muinuddin 

Chisti. He spent most of his time in Hansi and Ajodhan (in modern Haryana and 

the Punjab, respectively). He was deeply respected in Delhi. He was surrounded 

by a large number of people whenever he visited Delhi. 

 His outlook was so broad and humane that some of his verses are later found 

quoted in the Adi-Granth of the Sikhs. He avoided the company of the Sultan 

and the Amirs. He used to say, “Every darvesh who makes friends with the 

nobles will end badly”. Baba Farid raised the chisti order of the Sufis to the 

status of an all India organisation by his high mysticism and the religions 

activities. He breathed his last in 1268 A.D. 

Nizam-ud-din Auliya (1235-1325): 

 Nizam-ud-din Auliya was the most famous of the Chisti Saints. He was the 

disciple of Baba Farid. He came to Delhi in 1258 and settled in the Village 

Chiaspur near Delhi. In his life time seven Sultans ruled over Delhi, but he did 

not go to any of them. When the Sultan Ala-ud-din Khilizi once expressed his 

desire to meet him, he said, “I have two doors in my home. If the Sultan would 

enter through one door I would go out through the other.” 

 Nizam-ud-din’s strong personality and mystic ideology made him most 

popular. He laid much emphasis on love which leads one to the realization of 

God. He also said that love of God means love of humanity. Thus he spread the 

message of universal love and brotherhood. He said that those who love god for 

the sake of human beings and those who love human beings for the sake of God 

are favorite to God. This is the best way to love and adore God. However, 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

preaching his teachings for a long period he breathed his last in 1325 A.D. After 

him, the Chistis did not stay around Delhi; they dispersed and extended their 

message to the eastern and southern parts of India. 

The Bhakti Movement: 

 The Bhakti movement was another glorious religious movement in the history of 

India. It was purely based on devotion to God and nothing else. Devotion means 

Bhakti through which one can realize God. 

 The chief exponents of this cult were Ramanuja, Nimbarka, Ramananda, 

Vallabhacharya, Kabir, Nanak and Sri Chaityana. They preached the doctrine of 

love and devotion to realize God. Therefore the movement came to be known 

as Bhakti Movement. 

 The concept of Bhakti or devotion to God was not new to Indians. It is very much 

present in the Vedas, but it was not emphasized during the early period. 

 Much later during the Gupta period, when the worship of Lord Vishnu 

developed, many holy books including the Ramayan and the Mahabharata were 

composed depicting the love and mystical union of the individual with God. 

 The Ramayana and the Mahabharata, though written earlier were re-written 

during the Gupta times. Therefore Bhakti was accepted, along with Jnana and 

Karma, as one of the recognized roads to salvation. But this way (Marga) was not 

popularized till the end of fourteenth century in India. 

 However, the development of Bhakti started in South India between the seventh 

and the twelfth century. During this period the Shaiva Nayanars and the 

Vaishnavite disregarded the austerities preached by the Jains and the Buddhists 

and preached personal devotion to God as a means of Salvation. They also 
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disregarded the rigidities of the caste system and unnecessary rites and rituals 

of Hindu religion. 

 They carried their message of love and personal devotion to God to various 

parts of South India by using the local languages. Although there were many 

points of contact between south and north India, the transmission of the ideas 

of Bhakti Saints from South to north India was a slow and long drawn-out 

process. 

 It was mainly due to the fact that Shaiva Nayanars and the Vaishnavite alvars 

preached in the Local Languages. And use of Sanskrit language was still less. 

However the ideas of Bhakti were carried to the north by scholars as well as by 

saints. Among these mention may be made of Namadeva, Ramananda, 

Ramanuja, Nimbarka, Vallabhacharya etc. 

 

 

Namadeva: 

 Namadeva was a Maharashtrian Saint who flourished in the first part of the 

fourteenth century. He was a tailor who had taken to banditry before he became 

a saint. His poetry which was written in Marathi breathes a spirit of intense love 

and devotion to God. Namadeva is said to have travelled far and wide and 

engaged in discussions with the Sufi Saints in Delhi. 

 

 

Ramananda: 
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 Ramananda was also a Maharashtra Saint who belonged to the period between 

the second half of the fourteenth and the first quarter of the fifteenth century. 

He was a follower of Ramanuja. 

 He was born at prayag (Allahabad) and lived there at Banaras. He was a great 

devotee of Lord Ram and therefore he substituted the worship of Ram in place 

of Vishnu. He was dead against caste system in India. 

 He picked up disciples from different castes of Indian Society. He taught his 

doctrine of Bhakti to all the four Varna’s, and disregarded the ban on people of 

different castes cooking or eating their meals together. Among his disciples 

there were a cobbler, a weaver, a barber and a butcher. His favorite disciple was 

Kabir who was a weaver. 

 His disciples also included women like Padmavati and Surasari. He was broad in 

enrolling his disciples. 

 Ramananda founded a new school of vaishnavism based on the gospel of love 

and devotion. He laid stress on the Worship of Ram and Sita. He preached in 

Hindi instead of Sanskrit. Thus his teachings became popular among the 

common men. 

Ramanuja: 

 Ramanuja was a great preacher of Bhakti cult. He flourished in the early part of 

the twelfth century. He belonged to South India. He was a follower of 

Vaishnavism. His great disciple was He preached that devotion to God was the 

only way to attain Salvation. He disregarded caste system and lined to be 

entertained by the low caste people. 

Nimbarka: 
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 Nimbarka was another great preacher of Bhakti Cult. He belonged to the South, 

but spent most of his life in Mathura. He was a great devotee of Lord Krishna 

and Radha. 

 He preached the doctrine of Self Surrender. 

Vallabhacharya 

 He was another distinguished preacher of the Bhakti Cult. He was born in 

a telugu Brahman family in Banaras in 1479. 

 He was a great devotee of Lord Krishna. He spent most of his time at 

Vrindavana, Mathura and Banaras and preached Krishna Bhakti or devotion to 

Lord Krishna. He was the founder of the pushti marga, the path of divine grace. 

He preached that the follower of Pushti Marga or the path of divine grace will 

definitely get the highest bliss. 

 Besides these great preachers of Bhakti Cult, there were other three prominent 

exponents of the cult who by their sincere efforts not only popularised the 

Bhakti Cult but also immortalised themselves in the history of India. They 

were Kabir, Nanak and Sri Chaitanya. 

Kabir: 

 Among those who was most critical of the existing social order and made a 

strong plea for Hindu-Muslim Unity, the name of Kabir stands out. Kabir was a 

Champion of the Bhakti Cult. Of course there is a good deal of uncertainty about 

the dates and early life of Kabir. According to a legend, Kabir was the son of a 

brahmana widow who due to certain reasons left him after his birth in a helpless 

condition on the bank of a tank at Banaras in 1440 A.D. 
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 Fortunately a Muslim weaver Niru by name saw the baby and took him home. He 

was brought up in the house of a Muslim Weaver. But he was not given proper 

education. He learnt weaving from his foster father and made it his profession. 

Kabir from his very childhood developed a love for religion. While living at Kashi 

he came in contact with a great saint named Ramananda who accepted him as 

his disciple. 

 He also met a number of Hindu and Muslim Saints. Though he was married and 

later become the father of two children his love for God could not be wiped out 

amidst worldly cares. He did not leave home. He spent his life as a family man. 

He at the same time started preaching his faith in Hindi Language. He attracted 

thousands of people by his simple spell bounding speech. His followers were 

both the Hindus and the Muslims. 

 He breathed his last in 1510. It is said there happened a miracle after his death. 

His dead body was claimed by both the Hindu and the Muslim followers. 

Teachings: 

 The teachings of Kabir were very simple. He first of all emphasized on the unity 

of God. He said, we may call the God by any name such as Rama, Hari, Govinda, 

Allah, Sahib etc. it makes no difference. They are one and the same. Kabir 

said God is formless. He strongly denounced idol-worship. He also did not 

believe in incarnations (Avatara) of God. He disregarded formal worships and 

practices like idol-worship, Pilgrimages, bathing in holy rivers. 

 He advised people not to give up the life of a normal house holder for the sake 

of a saintly life. He said that neither asceticism nor book knowledge could give 

us true knowledge. 
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 His sympathizers were with the poor man, with whom he identified himself. The 

teachings of Kabir appealed both Hindus and Muslims. His followers were called 

as Kabir panthis or the followers of Kabir. His poems were called as dohas. After 

his death, his followers collected his poems and named it 

Nanak: 

 Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism was one of the great exponents of Bhakti 

Cult. He was born in 1469 in the village of Talwandi (now called Nankana) on 

the bank of the River Ravi in the state of Punjab. Nanak from his very childhood 

showed a religious bent of mind and later preferred the company of Saints and 

Sadhus. 

 Although he married early and inherited his father’s profession of accountancy, 

he did not take interest either. He had a mystic vision and forsook the worldly 

life. He composed hymns and sang them with stringed instrument which was 

played by his faithful follower named Mardana. 

 He is said to have made wide tours all over India, even beyond it, to Srilanka in 

the South and Mecca and Medina in the west. He attracted a large number of 

croweds where-ever he went. His name and fame spread far and wide and 

before his death in 1538 he was already known to the world as a great saint. 

Teachings: 

 First of all like Kabir, Nanak laid emphasis on the oneness of Godheads. He 

preached that through love and devotion one can get the grace of God and the 

ultimate Salvation. He said, “Caste, creed or sect have nothing to do with the 

Love and Worship of God.” 
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 Therefore like Kabir, he strongly denounced idol-worship, Pilgrimages and other 

formal observances of the various faiths. However Nanak laid great emphasis on 

the purity of character and conduct as the first condition of approaching God. 

He also laid emphasis on the need of a Guru for guidance. He spoke about 

the universal brotherhood of man. 

 Nanak had no intention of founding a new religion. He only wanted to bridge the 

differences and distinctions between the Hindus and the Muslims in order to 

create an atmosphere of peace, goodwill, mutual trust and mutual give and 

take. The scholars have given different opinions about the impact of his 

teachings on Hindus and Muslims. 

 It has been argued that the old forms of religion continued almost unchanged. It 

also did not affect any major change in the caste system. Of course his ideas in 

course of time gave birth to a new creed called Sikhism. 

 However in a broader sense it can be viewed that both Kabir and Nanak could 

create a climate of opinion which continued to work through the succeeding 

centuries. Their teachings had been reflected greatly in the religious ideas and 

policies of Akbar. 

Sri Chaitanya: 

 The worship of Lord Vishnu was much popularized in the form Rama and 

Krishna, his incarnations, in the later phase of Bhakti Movement. It became 

a sectarian movement and the champion of this movement was Sri Chaitanya. 

But the Bhakti movement led by Kabir and Nanak were non- sectarian. The 

Bhakti Movement of Sri Chaitanya based on the concept of love between Lord 

Srikrishna and the milk-maids of Gokul, especially Radha. 
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 He used the love between Radha and Krishna in an allegoric manner to depict 

the relationship of Love, in its various aspects of the individual soul with the 

Supreme Soul. In addition to love and devotion as a method of worship, he 

added the musical gathering or Kirtan which can give a special form of mystic 

experience while praying Him (God). 

 Through this method of worship one gets himself detached from the outside 

world. According to Chaitanya, worship consisted of love and devotion and song 

and dance which produced a state of ecstasy in which the presence of God, 

whom we called Hari, could be realised. He said that such a worship could be 

carried out by all h-respective of caste, colour and creed. 

 The teachings of Sri Chaitanya had profound impact in Bengal and Orissa. His 

love and form of worship crossed all the man made boundaries of the Indian 

Society and he welcomed the people into his fold irrespective of caste, creed 

and sex. 

 Sri Chaitanya, who took the Bhakti Movement to the extraordinary heights of 

lyrical fervour and love, was born at Nawadip or Nabadwip (Nadia) a place in 

West-Bengal. His parents Jagananth Mishra and Sachi Devi was a pious Brahmin 

couple migrated from Orissa. They gave Chaitanya early education in Bengali 

and Sanskrit. His early name was Bishwambhar but he was popularly known as 

Nimai. 

 He was also called Goura as he was white in complexion. Chaitanya’s birth place 

Nadia was the centre of vedantic rationalism. So from an early life he had 

developed an interest in reading scriptures. He had acquired proficiency in 

Sanskrit literature, logic and grammar. He was a great lover and admirer of 

Krishna. His biographer Krishna Das Kabiraj says “Sri Chaitanya used to say, O 
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Krishna! I don’t want education, power or followers.” Give me a little faith which 

will enhance my devotion to you. He was very unfortunate from family point of 

view, as he had lost his parents and his wife at an early age. 

 However at the age of 22 he visited Gaya where he was initiated into the Krishna 

cult by a recluse. He became a god-intoxicated devotee who incessantly uttered 

the name of Krishna. Chaitanya is said to have travelled all over India in 

spreading the Krishna Cult. He spent most of his time in Puri, Orissa on the feet 

of Lord Jagannath. 

 His influence on the people of Orissa was tremendous. He is said to have 

initiated Prataprudra Dev, the Gujapati king of Orissa into his cult. He is still 

worshipped as Gauraong Mahaprabhu as the very incarnation of Krishna and 

Vishnu. He is said to have disappeared in the temple of Lord Jagannath in 1533 

A.D. 

Causes of the Popularity of Bhakti Movement: 

 The causes of the popularity of the Bhakti movement are not far to seek. There 

are mainly two causes which are clearly seen behind its success. The first and 

the foremost cause was the simplicity of the Bhakti cult as well as the simplicity 

of its teachings. The second great cause was that it was preached in the local 

languages. 

The Results of Bhakti movement: 

 The results of the Bhakti movement were far-reaching. 
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 The first and the foremost result was that it minimized the differences and 

distinctions between the Hindus and the Muslims. The people of one religion 

tried to understand the people of other religion. 

 Secondly, the caste system gradually lost its previous importance as the Bhakti 

preachers disregarded it. 

 Thirdly, the spiritual life of the people became very simple and more developed 

than before. 

 Lastly, the movement had tremendous impact on the literature and language of 

the country. It helped the regional languages to get enriched in spreading the 

cult of Radha and Krishna. Bhakti Literature were produced in plenty in different 

regional languages. In Orissa Bhakti literature in Oriya language were produced 

by Panchasakha and others. 

 And this Bhakti movement has ever lasting influence on the people of India and 

outside. Even Akbar the great, was greatly influenced by the Bhakti and Sufi 

Philosophers, which made him to follow a secular stand in the field of religion. 

 

History - Current Affairs 

Project 75 India 

Context 

Defence Ministry has begun the process to shortlist potential Indian shipyards for the 

construction of six new-generation conventional stealth submarines for the Indian 

Navy. 

About 
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More on News 

 The Ministry of Defence has issued the “Expression of Interest” (EoI) to shortlist 

potential Indian Strategic Partners (SPs) under the strategic partnership model 

(SP Model) for the construction of six conventional submarines under Project 75 

India of the Indian Navy in collaboration with the selected manufacturer. 

 Under the SP model, government will also nominate the foreign original 

equipment manufacturer (OEM) under the umbrella of ‘Make in India’. 

 This is a step towards opening a second production line for diesel electric 

submarines in India. The first was the procurement of 111 Naval Utility 

Helicopters (NUH). 

 Four foreign firms have so far responded to the Indian government’s request for 

proposal for the project. These are French firm Naval Group, Russia’s 

Rosoboronexport Rubin Design Bureau, Germany’s ThyssenKrupp Marine 

Systems and Sweden’s Saab. 

Project 75 India (P-75I) 

 P75I was first cleared in 2007, but lay dormant until now after undergoing 

numerous changes. 

 The P75I project is part of a 30-year submarine building plan that ends in 2030. 

 The project cost is about Rs. 45,000 crore. 

 As part of this plan, India was to build 24 submarines — 18 conventional 

submarines and six nuclear-powered submarines (SSNs) — as an effective 

deterrent against China and Pakistan. 

 This project envisages the construction of six conventional submarines with 

better sensors and weapons and the Air Independent Propulsion System (AIP). 
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 The project has been cleared under the strategic partnership model. 

Background 

 In 1999, the Cabinet Committee on Security had approved a ‘30-Year Plan for 

Indigenous Submarine Construction’. It was to develop two production lines on 

which six submarines would be built each named Project 75 and Project 75 

(I) with foreign submarine makers. 

 These two projects will replace ageing Sindhughosh and Shishumar class 

submarines of Indian Navy, which numbered around 13. 

 INS Kalvari, the first Scorpene class submarine, was commissioned into the navy 

in December 2017 under Project-75; the remaining five are at different stages 

of construction and trials. 

Current submarine arsenal of India 

 India’s current arsenal consists of 14 conventional submarines and two nuclear-

powered submarines. Only half of the conventional submarines are operational 

including the Scorpene. 

 India also has two nuclear-powered submarines namely INS Arihant (a ballistic 

missile submarine) and INS Chakra leased from Russia. 

 India's nuclear submarine arm is based in Visakhapatnam while the diesel 

electric submarines are primarily based both in Mumbai and Visakhapatnam. 

Strategic Partnership (SP) Model 

 SP model in Defence sector was approved by Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) 

in 2017. This was implemented to enable participation of private Indian firms 
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in Make in India in defence. This will also ensure development of a wider skill 

base and will trigger innovation. 

 This model aims to revitalise defence industrial ecosystem, increase efficiencies, 

facilitate faster and more significant absorption of technology and progressively 

build indigenous capabilities in the private sector to design, develop and 

manufacture complex weapon systems for the future needs of the Armed 

Forces. 

 The Indian strategic partner will be the systems integrator by building an 

extensive ecosystem and will tie-up with foreign manufacturers to cover 

manufacturing, transfer of technology and assistance in building. 

Four segments have been identified for acquisition SP route 

 Fighter Aircraft 

 Helicopters 

 Submarines 

 Armoured Fighting Vehicles (AFVs) / Main Battle Tanks (MBTs). 

Air-independent propulsion (AIP) 

 AIP is any marine propulsion technology that allows a non-nuclear submarine to 

operate without access to atmospheric oxygen. 

 It can augment or replace the diesel-electric propulsion system of non-nuclear 

vessels. 

Significance 
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In addition to bringing in the latest submarine design and technologies, it would 

provide a major boost to the indigenous design, construction capability of submarines 

in India, timely delivery of equipment to Armed forces and reduction in dependence on 

imports and greater self-reliance in meeting national security objectives. 

 

Maritime Information Sharing Workshop 

Context 

The Indian Navy hosted a Maritime Information Sharing Workshop (MISW) under the 

aegis of the Information Fusion Centre — Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) at Gurugram. 

About 

More on news 

 Over 41 delegates from 29 countries of the IOR and beyond participated in the 

two-day event. 

 The aim was to acquaint participants about IFC-IOR and its information sharing 

mechanisms and promote sharing of best practices in this field. 

 The workshop was meant to enhance coordination and to improve response to 

the myriad security and safety challenges that IOR faces. 

 Themes such as maritime terrorism, piracy, human and drug trafficking, 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief; and the legal perspective of 

combating were at the core of the workshop. 

Information Fusion Centre –Indian Ocean Region 

 It is an initiative of Indian Navy supported by the Government of India. 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

 It was launched in December 2018 for enhancing maritime safety and security in 

the Indian Ocean Region. 

 It is collocated with Information Management and Analysis Centre which is 

jointly administered by the Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard. 

 It has so far established linkages with more than 16 countries and 13 

international maritime security agencies. 

 The information exchange at the IFC-IOR would be initially undertaken by virtual 

means, using telephone calls, faxes, emails and video conferencing over 

internet. 

 Subsequently, to enable better interaction, quicker analysis of information and 

provide timely inputs, the IFC-IOR would host Liaison Officers from partner 

countries. 

 IFC-IOR would also undertake conduct of exercises and training capsules in 

maritime information collation and sharing. 

 The entire mechanism would comprise of ideology supported by following three 

pillars:- 

o Confidence and capacity building amongst partner nations, thereby 

ensuring swift and accurate exchange of information pertaining to 

maritime security. 

o Maintaining extensive and continuous linkages to ensure comprehensive 

MDA of the region thereby achieving transparency of maritime 

environment. 

o Use of high tech including state of the art methods and analytic tools to 

undertake traffic analysis thereby ensuring that any emerging threats and 

trends are predicted in time. 
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Significance 

 IFC-IOR is established with the vision of strengthening maritime security in the 

region and beyond, by building a common coherent maritime situation picture 

and acting as a maritime information hub for the region. 

 Establishment of IFC- IOR would ensure that the entire region is benefitted by 

mutual collaboration and exchange of information and understanding the 

concerns and threats which are prevalent in the region. 

 

Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle 

Context 

Recently, India conducted a successful first test flight of the indigenously developed 

Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV). The only other countries that 

possess this technology are the USA, Russia and China. 

About 

More on news 

 The vehicle was test launched using the Agni 1 missile platform. 

 In the test, a missile with the technology demonstrator vehicle mounted on it is 

launched. 

 This test marked a landmark achievement in airborne ballistics and reusable 

rockets. 

 A successful test could boost the development of a hypersonic cruise missile, 

the Brahmos II, which is currently under development with Scramjet technology. 
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Features of HSTDV 

 India’s HSTDV was test-fired by the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) from the Integrated Test Range (ITR). 

 HSTDV is an unmanned scramjet demonstration vehicle that can cruise up to a 

speed of mach 6 (or six times the speed of sound) and rise up to an altitude of 

32 km in 20 seconds 

 It has a range of uses, including missiles of the future, and energy-efficient, low 

cost and reusable satellite-launch vehicle. 

 The HSTDV cruise vehicle is mounted on a solid rocket motor, which will take it 

to a required altitude, and once it attains certain mach numbers for speed, the 

cruise vehicle will be ejected out of the launch vehicle. 

 The scramjet engine gets ignited automatically later. Besides its utility for long-

range cruise missiles of the future, the dual-use technology will have multiple 

civilian applications too. 

 The key areas of technological emphasis in this project include hypersonic 

propulsion, wind transmission with minimal drag loss, enhancing aerodynamics, 

and refining the scramjet engine. 

 Various electro-optical tracking sensors, telemetry stations and radars tracked 

the vehicle through its course. 

Significance 

 It can be used to launch satellites at low cost & will help add to India’s ballistic 

missile defence capabilities. This test puts India in an elite club of nations 

definitely 
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 Security-wise, a hypersonic cruise missile can be key in taking out hostile 

airborne attacks, giving the Air Force an edge in terms of launching offenses of 

their own. 

 It is also a technological feat that can be incorporated into other areas such as 

sweeping surveillance tasks, all the while being energy efficient in operation. 

 

 

History - Peasant and Tribal Movements under British Rule 

 

Peasant Movements, Movement of the Working Class 

 The British East India Company, a trading organization, slowly and gradually 

through wars and diplomacy transformed itself into a political power between 

1757 and 1857. 

 The British power made India a colony of the British and established colonial 

rule in India and introduced far-reaching changes into administrative, legal, 

social and religious spheres. 

 Colonialism of the British and introduction of British values had shaken the 

Indian society. While this transformation was taking place, Indians did not keep 

quiet as passive spectators helplessly but the subaltern groups of peasants and 

trial’s expressed their resentment through popular resistance, movements or 

civil disturbances mostly which were localized, sporadic, isolated and 

unorganized. 
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 These popular resistance movements reflect a certain kind of currents of 

political and social consciousness which influenced them to fight against the 

authority of the British to regain their identity and interests of theirs, prior to 

the British annexation of India. Sumit Sarkar points out that in the past two 

decades intense research on civil disturbances makes it clear that Pax Britannica 

was largely a myth and we notice the revolts of the predominantly lower classes 

in social composition which are called subaltern groups and a study of this 

aspect is called ‘Towards a History from Below’. 

 Katherine Gough, an anthropologist, listed 77 per cent of peasant uprisings and 

classified them as ‘restorative’, ‘religious’, ‘social banditary’, and ‘terrorist 

vengeance’. 

 It was recorded that the series of civil rebellions, which run like a thread through 

the first one hundred years of the British rule were led by impoverished 

Zamindars, landlords and Poligars but the backbone of the rebellions, their 

mass base and striking power came from the rack rented peasants, ruined 

artisans, and demobilized soldiers. 

 It was further observes that these sudden localized revolts often took place 

because of local grievances, although for periods they acquired a broad sweep, 

involving armed bands of a few hundred to several thousands. 

 It was also agreed that the very foreign character of the British rule hurt the 

pride and made them rise in revolt to expel the foreigner from their lands. In 

Bengal and Bihar, it was noticed that more than fifty major rebellions apart from 

hundreds of minor ones between 1756 and 1856. 

 In the series of uprisings of the period, the Sanyasi Rebellion of 1763-

1800 needs to be mentioned as the first one. 
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 The East India Company’s official records refer to this rebellion of northern 

Bengal. The targets of this group of sanyasis and fakirs were grain stocks of the 

rich and government officials. 

 The rebellious sannyasis by adopting the guerilla techniques of fighting, also 

looted the local treasuries. They went to the extent of establishing an 

independent government in Bogra and Mymen Singh. 

 One feature to be noted is the equal participation of Muslims and Hindus in 

it. Manjushah, Musashah, Bhawani Pathakand Debi Chaudhurani were some of 

the important leaders of this rebellion. Till 1800, the conflict between the British 

forces and the sannyasis and fakirs – became a common feature. 

 The Khasis, a primitive tribe, a resident of Jaintia and Garo hills in Assam also 

rebelled against the British authority. 

 They came into contact in 1765 and since then hostilities continued between the 

Khasis and the British and it provided impetus to similar risings among 

the Singhas in 1890. 

 The English Captain Neufvilie succeeded in suppressing the revolt. The revolts 

of the chief of Kapachor Akas, the Nagas and Kukus took place respectively in 

1835, 1849 and 1826-1849. Mundas, a tribe of Chota Nagpur also revolted 

against the British in 1831. 

 The primary reason for the revolt of the Mundas was the new policy of farming 

for outsiders and the revenue and judicial policies. It was suppressed by the 

British with the massive support of the British military force. 

 The peasants of Rangapur and Dinajpur districts of Bengal rose in revolt in the 

year 1783 against the harsh and inhuman attitude of Debi Singh, the revenue 

contractor. 
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 It is because he and his agents created a reign of terror in these districts by 

beating and flogging the peasants. 

 The peasants appealed to the government, seeking justice but the silence and 

apathy of the government made the peasants revolt under the leadership 

of They formed the government of their own and stopped payment of revenue 

and the government with great difficulty suppressed the revolt. 

 Between the period of 1818 and 1831, the Bhils of Khandesh ravaged the plains 

to show their anger against the occupation of their territory by the British in 

1818. 

 In spite of the use of force and conciliatory measures, the Bhils could not be 

suppressed. In 1830-31, the peasants of Nagar and other provinces rose in 

revolt under the leadership of Sardar Malla, the son of an ordinary ryot of 

Kremsi. They defied the authority of the ruler of Mysore and ultimately the 

British forces suppressed this rebellion and the territory of Mysore went into the 

hands of the British. 

 In 1830-31, the Kols of Singabham, the tribals of Bihar opposed the British 

occupation of Singabham and rebelled against the British because their land was 

occupied by plains people, by which they were made to forgo their livelihood. 

 The rebellion was active in the areas of Ranchi, Hazaribagh, Palamaw and 

Manbhum. Though they gained victory initially, ultimately they were defeated by 

the British militia. Between 1838 and 1851, the Foraizi sects founded by Haji 

Shariatullah of Faridpur rebelled against the oppression of the landlords and the 

British. 

 The Fazis opposed the British legal system and maintained the village courts to 

settle their disputes. They opposed the British and the Zamindars for their 
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excesses but they too were suppressed by the British and the Zamindars in the 

end and Dudi Miyan, the leader of the Fajai sect was imprisoned. 

 Between 1836 and 1854, the Mappilla uprising of Kerala posed a great challenge 

to the British administration. 

 These are the descendant of the Arabs and converted Muslims. Majority of them 

earned their living by working as daily agricultural labourers, petty traders and 

fishermen. They rebelled against the British for their brutal behaviour. 

 The reasons for Mappilla rebellion are the transfer of Zamin to an independent 

owner, over-assessment, illegal taxes, forceful eviction from land and hostile 

attitude of the government. 

 The religious leaders kindled unity among the Mappillas and they rose against 

the British government. Between 1836 and 1854, there were 22 uprisings 

against the government in Malabar and the participants were from the lower 

strata of society. 

 It was a prolonged movement, wherein with great difficulty, the government 

subdued the Mappilla movement. The last of revolts before the 1857 great 

revolt was the Santhal rebellion of 1855-56. 

 The Santhals inhabited the districts of Birbhum, Banlarua, Murshidabad, Palkur, 

Damka, Bhaglapur and Purnea. 

 Their area is known as Daman-i-kosh or Santhal Paragana. 

 As the plainsmen in collaboration with the local Zamindars began to settle in 

their area, it became inevitable to the Santhals to rebel for their motherland and 

livelihood. 
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 Interestingly, the Santhals, the tribals were supported by non-tribals belonging 

to the lower strata. Finally, in the end the superior arms and armaments of the 

British succeeded. 

 A critical examination of the pre-1857 peasant and tribal uprisings reveal that 

they did not emerge in a ‘full blown form’. It is because the consciousness of 

the insurgence and rebellion was limited in perspective and mostly it was 

shaped by their vision of the past and what they have forgone by the annexation 

of the British. 

 We may say that the urge to recover their past provided them inspiration to 

struggle to regain that past from the newly established political power. 

 Here the past refers to their identity as reflected in their livelihood and the land 

on which their forefathers have been living for ages. What this movement of 

peasants and tribal risings lacked is the awareness of the need for integrating 

consciousness of all those adversely effected by the British colonial policies. 

 No doubt, all the peasants and tribal uprisings are localized and isolated, but 

they served as the forerunners for the great uprising of 1857 which reflected 

the deep frustration, agony and anger of all sections of the effected people 

which shook the fabric of the British regime to the core. 

 

 

 

History - Current Affairs 
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Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) 2020 

Context 

The government issued the draft Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) 2020 on 

Friday, wherein it introduced "leasing" as another category to get defence equipment at 

affordable rates. 

About 

 The Defence Procurement Procedure(DPP), as it is commonly referred to, 

provides the guidelines for all capital acquisitions to be made by the Ministry of 

Defence including the Armed Forces. 

 The DPP was first introduced in 2002 to provide probity, transparency and a 

structured procedure which would streamline the procurement of military 

hardware for the Armed Forces in a time bound manner. 

 While the DPP has definitely succeeded in introducing probity and transparency 

and has greatly diminished the influence of shady arms dealers much to the 

benefit of the system and the Armed forces, the rigidity of the procedure has 

been detrimental to the acquisition process. 

 The DPP has been a work in progress since its initiation in 2002 and though 

successive iterations in 2006, 2008. 2011, 2013 and 2016 have ‘improved’ 

upon the initial document; the results have flattered to deceive. 

What’s in the new DPP? 

 In the new DPP, a new category of "Buy (Global-Manufacture in India)" has been 

introduced, which is on number five priority-wise. 
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o Foreign vendors' products that have a minimum of 50 percent indigenous 

content will come under this new category. 

 Long-term support: The DPP 2020 also envisions long-term product support -- 

which would be three to five years after the warranty period is over. 

o To sustain and support platform/equipment through its operational life-

cycle, the service headquarters will ensure that product support 

requirements for at least 3 to 5 years beyond the warranty period will be 

procured along with the main equipment. 

 Promoting domestic industries: To facilitate greater participation of the Indian 

industry and develop a robust defence industrial base, use of indigenous raw 

materials, special alloys and software has been incentivised. 

 Price variation clause: Moreover, a "price variation clause" has been introduced 

that will be applicable to all cases where the total cost of contract is more than 

Rs 1,000 crore and the delivery schedule exceeds 60 months. 

 Leasing: Leasing is introduced as a new category for acquisition, in addition to 

the existing 'Buy and Make' category to substitute huge initial capital outlays 

with periodical rental payments. 

o Leasing is permitted under two categories i.e lease (Indian), where the 

lessor is an Indian entity and the owner of the assets, and lease (global), 

where the lessor is a global entity. 

 

 

Significance of DPP: 
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 Empowering private industries: The DPP-2020 is aligned with the vision of the 

government to empower the private industry with the ultimate aim of turning 

India into a global manufacturing hub. 

Promoting ‘Make in India’ initiative: Moreover, the indigenous content stipulated in 

various categories of procurement was enhanced to support the "Make in India" 

initiative. 

Green Credit Scheme 

Context 

The Forest Advisory Committee has approved the ‘Green Credit Scheme’ that could 

allow “forests” to be traded as a commodity. If implemented, it allows the Forest 

Department to outsource one of its responsibilities of reforesting to non-government 

agencies. 

What is the ‘Green Credit Scheme’? 

 The proposed ‘Green Credit Scheme’, as it is called, allows agencies, they could 

be private companies, village forest communities, to identify land and begin 

growing plantations. 

 After three years, they would be eligible to be considered as compensatory 

forest land if they met the Forest Department’s criteria. 

 An industry needing forest land could then approach the agency and pay it for 

parcels of such forested land, and this would then be transferred to the Forest 

Department and be recorded as forest land. 

 The participating agency will be free to trade its asset, that is a plantation, in 

parcels, with project proponents who need forest land. 
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 Once finalised, the scheme will overhaul the compensatory afforestation process 

by accrediting private or public-private partnership companies to raise 

plantations near reserved forests which can be bought in lieu of projects 

involving forest diversion. 

 If the company raising the plantation doesn’t wish to trade it, it can retain it and 

harvest the timber once ready. 

Understanding the current system: 

 Under the Forest Conservation Act 1980, each time forest land is diverted for 

non-forest purposes like mining or industry, the project developer is supposed 

to identify land and pay for planting forests over an equal area of non-forest 

land, or when that is not available, twice the area of degraded forest land. 

 It also must pay the State Forest Department the current economic equivalent, 

called Net Present Value, of the forest land. 

 This money currently gets collected under the Compensatory Afforestation 

Fund.  

 It’s then the Forest Department’s responsibility to grow appropriate vegetation 

that, over time, would grow into  

 Industries have often complained that they find it hard to acquire appropriate 

non-forest land, which has to be contiguous to an existing forest. 

 Nearly 50,000 crores had been collected by the Centre over decades, but the 

funds were lying unspent because States were not spending the money on 

regrowing forests. 

 The Supreme Court intervened, a new law came about with rules for how this 

fund was to be administered. 
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 About 47,000 crores had been disbursed to States until August, but it has barely 

led to any rejuvenation of forests. 

Concerns: 

The proposed scheme has raised some concerns among green activists, as given 

below: 

 The threat to agricultural land: The money involved will be discussed between 

the private agencies raising these plantations and the project proponent. If the 

economic value of these plantations becomes lucrative, it can pose a serious 

threat to agricultural land, by diverting the latter for plantations.    

 Uncontrolled circulation of money: In the scheme, the Compensatory 

afforestation (CA) money can be exchanged between the private agency and the 

project proponent. It can lead to a situation where money keeps circulating 

within a private company. 

 Issues of ambiguity: The scheme does not provide details about the ownership 

over the land and where the land will be sourced from. 

 Destruction: Concerns are also being raised that this would lead to the 

privatisation of forests and give impetus to their destruction. 

Significance of the Scheme: 

 Proper monitoring: There would be monitoring of plantations, which wasn’t 

done earlier and make it easy for individuals to plant and harvest trees, which 

earlier was difficult due to the provisions of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 

1980.  
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 Encouraging plantation: The scheme will encourage plantation by individuals 

outside the traditional forest area. 

 Meeting environmental goals: Furthermore, it will help in meeting international 

commitments such as sustainable development goals and nationally determined 

contributions. 

BrahMos cruise missiles 

Context 

Thailand in talks with India to buy BrahMos cruise missiles 

About 

 In possibly the first sale of BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles to another 

country, Thailand. 

 As part of the expanding defence cooperation between the two countries, 

Thailand has made a request for repair and refurbishing their Dornier maritime 

patrol aircraft. 

 Discussions are on to integrate Thailand into India’s coastal surveillance radar 

chain network. 

 The inaugural India, Thailand and Singapore trilateral naval exercise announced 

at Shangri-La dialogue is scheduled to be held later this year. 

 The two navies already conduct a Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) and a new 

bilateral exercise is also in the works apart from the trilateral. 

 As members of the Indian Ocean rim association (IORA) and Indian Ocean Naval 

symposium (IONS), navies of India and Thailand are working closely in the areas 

of disaster risk management, maritime security safety, information sharing and 

interoperability. 
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About BrahMos cruise missiles. 

 The BrahMos is a medium-range ramjet supersonic cruise missile that can be 

launched from submarine, ships, aircraft, or land. 

 It is the fastest supersonic cruise missile in the world. 

 It is a joint venture between the Russian Federation's NPO Mashinostroeyenia 

and India's Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) who 

together have formed BrahMos Aerospace. 

 It is based on the Russian P-800 Oniks cruise missile and other similar sea-

skimming Russian cruise missile technology. 

 The name BrahMos is a portmanteau formed from the names of two rivers, the 

Brahmaputra of India and the Moskva of Russia. 

 It is the world's fastest anti-ship cruise missile in operation. 

 

 

 

 

Constitutional development under British Rule 

 

Constitutional Development under British rule: 
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There are four major acts passed for constitutional development during British Rule in 

India. 

Act 1. Indian Councils Act of 1892: 

 By the Councils Act of 1861 a few Indians could be members of the Councils 

which had the power of enacting laws only. 

 The Councils had not the power of controlling the executive or the right of 

interpellation. 

 With the founding of the Indian National Congress in 1885 there was a 

persistent demand for inclusion of larger number of Indians, on the basis of 

election, in the Councils and other related rights and powers. 

 During the administration of Lord Dufferin a Commission was appointed to 

examine the demands of the Congress. Pursuant to the report and 

recommendation of the Commission Lord Cross the then Secretary of State for 

India got the Indian Councils Act of 1892 passed by the Parliament. 

 By the Act of 1892 the membership of the governor general’s Council and of the 

provincial councils was increased. But the members were to be nominated as 

before; the principle of election was not conceded. The only exception was that 

the District Boards and the Municipal Boards which were allowed to nominate 

members to the Councils indirectly followed the principle of election, for, the 

members of the District Boards and the Municipal Boards were themselves 

elected representatives. 

 The powers of the Councils were also enhanced in some measures. Formerly the 

members of the Councils could express their opinion in matters of taxation. But 

in, the Act of 1892 they were allowed to discuss the government budget, and 

put question to the Executive on certain matters of administration. 
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 Although the Councils Act of 1892 was an improvement upon the former 

Councils Act, it did not meet the demands of the people. Majority of the 

members of the Councils were still nominated by the government. However, in 

the newly formed Central Council the presence of leaders like Gopal Krishna 

Gokhale, Rashbehari Ghosh, Asutosh Mukerjee, Surendranath Banerjee etc. 

made the discussions and deliberations lively and if their criticism could not 

control the government, at least succeeded in influencing it to some extent. 

 

 

Act 2. Morley-Minto Reforms, 1909: 

 Intensity of Congress movement and persistent demand by Congress for 

constitutional reforms, coupled with the fear complex generated in the British 

by the revolutionaries made the government introduce reforms of 1909. Morley 

was the Secretary of State and Minto was the governor general and viceroy, 

hence the reforms of 1909 are known as Morely-Minto reforms. 

 These reforms provided for the association of the qualified Indians with the 

government to a greater extent in deciding public questions. One seat in the 

governor general’s Executive Council was reserved for an Indian member. S. P. 

Sinha, later Lord Sinha was the first Indian to attain that honour. The number of 

members of the Executive Councils of Bombay and Madras was raised to four. 

Although there was no provision for reserving any seat for any Indian in the 

Executive Councils of the provinces, Raja Kishori Lai Goswami was appointed a 

member of the Executive Council of Bengal. 
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 The most striking feature of the Act of 1909 was the introduction of important 

changes in the composition and functions of the Legislative Councils. The 

number of additional members of the Central Legislature was raised from 

sixteen to a maximum of sixty of whom not more than 28 were to be officials. 

 The governor general was empowered to nominate three non-officials to 

represent certain specified communities and could as well nominate two more 

members. The remaining 27 seats were to be filled in by non-official elected 

members. The membership of the Provincial Councils was also increased and 

whereas in the Central Legislature the nominated members constituted the 

majority, in the Provincial Legislatures provision was made so that elected 

members were in the majority. The Act of 1909 gave separate electorate to the 

Muslims. 

 The Legislative Councils under the new Act were given the power to discuss the 

budget, to move resolutions, to discuss the problems of the country and adopt 

resolutions on those matters. The government could, however reject any of such 

proposals or resolutions. About the native states, military department, foreign 

relations, the Legislative Councils could not move any resolutions. 

 The Morley-Minto reforms had no doubt marked an important step in the 

constitutional progress of India, they did not give Parliamentary government to 

India. These naturally did not come upto the satisfaction of the Indian people 

and their discontent continued unabated. 

Act 3. Reforms Act of 1919: 

 Within five years of the introduction of the Morley-Minto Reforms the First World 

War broke out. Two schemes were put forward one by Gokhale and another by 
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the Congress and the Muslim League jointly. To satisfy the widespread demand 

of the Indians for constitutional reforms, as also in recognition of their loyal 

services to the British government during the First World War Mr. Edwin 

Montagu, Secretary of State for India made the famous announcement in the 

House of Commons on August 20, 1917 that “the policy of His Majesty’s 

Government with which the government of India are in complete accord, is that 

of the increasing association of Indians in every branch of the administration 

and the gradual development of self-governing institutions with a view to the 

progressive realisation of responsible government in India as an integral part of 

the British Empire”. 

 Montagu came to India towards the end of 1917 to ascertain public opinion in 

the country and after an extensive tour, published in April, 1918 the report on 

Indian constitutional reforms commonly known as Montagu-Chelmsford Report. 

Mr. Chelmsford was the governor general. The report formed the basis of the 

reforms of 1919, which became effective in 1921. 

 The reforms Act of 1919 made a clear division of the functions of the Central 

and the Provincial Governments. The Centre was entrusted with defence, foreign 

affairs, principal railways and strategic communications, public debt, posts and 

telegraphs, currency and coinage, commerce, civil and criminal laws, all-India 

services, certain research institutions etc. 

 The Provincial Governments were entrusted with the functions in respect of 

internal law and order, administration of justice and jails, forest, irrigation, 

inspection of factories, supervision of labour, famine relief, land revenue 

administration, local self government, education, medical department, public 

health and sanitation, agriculture, public works, development of industries, 
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excise and cooperatives. The sources of incomes and heads of revenue of the 

Central and Provincial Governments were also delimited. 

 The governor general remained, as before, directly responsible to the Secretary 

of State and the Parliament and not to the Indian Legislature. The Executive 

Council of the governor general was enlarged. Although not provided for in the 

Act, in practice three Indians were chosen as members of the Executive Council. 

 The Central Legislature was made bi-cameral, i.e., with two chambers: the 

Council of State and the Legislative Assembly. The members of the Executive 

Council could be members of one or the other house of the legislature, 

nominated by the governor general. The Upper House, i.e., the Council of State 

was to have 60 members of whom 34 were to be elected and not more than 20 

were to be officials. 

 The Lower House, i.e., the Legislative Assembly was to consist of 140 members, 

later raised to 145. 105 were to be elected, 26 nominated officials and 14 

nominated non-officials. Election to both houses was direct and franchise was 

on high property qualification. The life of the Upper House was five years and of 

the Lower House three years. The Upper House was to have a President to be 

nominated by the governor general from among its members and the Lower 

House was to have a President and a Deputy President. For the first four years 

the President of the Lower House was to be appointed by the governor general 

and thereafter to be elected by the House. 

 The Central Legislature had the power to make laws for the whole of British 

India. Prior permission of the governor general was necessary to introduce bills 

in certain matters. If any bill recommended by the governor general be thrown 

out or amended unsatisfactorily by either house, the governor general might 
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certify the bill as essential for the safety and tranquillity of British India in which 

case the original bill would take effect. 

 The governor general was empowered to promulgate ordinance in case of 

emergency which would remain in force for six months unless reduced into Act 

by the legislature. There were votable and non-votable grants. Interest on loans 

and sinking fund charges, salaries or pensions of -persons appointed by His 

Majesty, of the Secretary of State etc., were non- votable giants. 

 Each province had a governor at the head of the executive government. He was 

appointed by His Majesty. The reforms Act of 1919 introduced a dual 

government or diarchy in the Provincial Executive. The governor with his 

Executive Council was invested with authority over Reserved Subjects for the 

administration of which the he was responsible to the governor general and 

Whitehall and not to the legislature. 

 The Transferred Subjects were placed in charge of the governor generals, and 

his ministers who were to be appointed from among the provincial legislature. 

Important matters like law and order were included in the Reserved Subjects, 

whereas education, health and sanitation, local self government etc., were 

included in the Transferred Subjects. It is evident that in the Transferred Sub-

jects those subjects were included the mismanagement of which would not 

affect the British but the people of the country. 

 As regards the power of the governor in matters of bills introduced in the 

Provincial Legislature there is similarity with the powers of the governor general. 

As regards Reserved Subjects the power of the provincial legislature was strictly 

limited. Insofar as the Transferred Subjects were concerned the Provincial 

legislature could—cut down, or refuse any demand. 
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 The Act of 1919 gave real responsibility to the representatives of the people 

although in a limited sphere of administration. Judged from truly democratic 

stand point, the Act had certain defects both in the Central and Provincial 

Governments. Yet it must be agreed that the Act was an important step forward 

in the constitutional progress of India. 

 The Act of 1919 did not meet the demands of the Indians, since real power was 

all vested in the hands of the governor general and the governor. Demand for 

constitutional reforms naturally continued. Greatest objection to the Act was 

that by dividing the provincial administration into Reserved and Transferred 

halves, it gave power without responsibility into the hands of the governor 

general and the governor and responsibility without power into the hands of the 

provincial legislatures. 

Act 4. Government of India Act, 1935: 

 In 1927 that British government appointed a Commission under the 

Chairmanship of Sir John Simon, earlier than provided in the Act of 1919 to 

report on the working of the reforms of 1919. As all the seven members of the 

Commission were British, the Congress, the liberals and important section of the 

Muslims boycotted it when it reached India in 1928. There was also a wider 

ground on which the Congress took its stand. 

 It held that it was not in accord with the principle of self-determination to have 

constitutional changes effected on the recommendations of a Commission 

appointed by an outside authority and without any Indian member on it. Lord 

Irwin, the then governor general wrote to Ramsay MacDonald, the British Prime 

Minister belonging to the Labour Party which had come to power in 1929 that 
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after the publication of the report of the Simon Commission a conference of the 

representatives of British India and of the Indian states should be held before 

final decisions were taken. 

 This suggestion was accepted. The report of the Commission was published in 

May, 1930 which recommended responsible government in the provinces, 

transfer of police, justice to ministers responsible to the legislature, legislatures 

to be formed on the basis of wider franchise. In Centre there was, however, to 

be complete British authority and control. It also envisaged an all-India 

federation including the native States. The British government then summoned a 

Round Table Conference in London in 1930. The second session met in 1931 

and the third session in 1932. But no tangible results could be obtained. 

 However, on the basis of the report of the Simon Commission and discussions in 

the Round Table Conference, the British government drafted its proposals for 

the reform of the Indian constitution which were embodied in a White Paper 

published in March, 1933. A Joint Committee of both the Houses of the 

Parliament examined and approved of the proposals subject to certain 

modifications. On the report of this Committee a bill was prepared and the 

Government of India Bill, 1935 was drafted, which became Act with minor 

modifications, on August 2, 1935. 

 The Act of 1935 embodied two main principles: first an all-India Federation 

comprising governors’ provinces, Chief Commissioners’ provinces and 

federating Indian native States, secondly, provincial autonomy with a 

government responsible to the elected legislature. 
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 All powers hitherto before exercised by the Secretary of State were resumed by 

the Crown and redistributed between the Central and the Provincial 

Governments. 

 As regards the Indian States the powers of paramountcy were to be exercised 

henceforth by His Majesty’s representative and not by the government of India. 

Important departments like foreign affairs, ecclesiastical affairs and defence 

were to be administered by the governor general under the supervision of White 

Hall alone. 

 The governor general and the governors of provinces were invested with special 

powers in respect of functions transferred to the control of ministers for which 

they were responsible to the British Parliament. Thus even under the Act of 1935 

the constitutional status of India was that of dependency though it was 

gradually gravitating towards that of a Dominion. 

 The Congress opposed the Act of 1935 on the ground that in it governor 

general and the governors were given power of controlling and overriding the 

activities of the legislatures and the ministries. It was after Lord Linlithgow had 

given an assurance that no interference would be made in day to day 

functioning of the governments that the Congress agreed to work out only the 

self-government in provinces. 

 In the election held in 1937 the Congress got absolute majority in seven 

provinces, in Assam and Sind Congress obtained single majority. Out of eleven 

provinces in as many as nine the Congress formed ministry whereas in Punjab 

and Bengal the Muslim League came out with single majority. 
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History - Current Affairs 

 

National Education Day 

Context 

The country celebrated the National Education Day on 11th November, 2018, to 

commemorate the birth anniversary of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 

About 

National Education Day 

 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was the country’s first Education Minister after 

independence, serving from 1947 to 1958. 

 National Education Day aims to spread awareness about the nation’s 

commitment to education. 

Azad’s contribution towards education 

 Maulana Azad emphasised on quality education as he considered schools to be 

laboratories which produce future citizens of the country. 

 He strongly advocated for universal primary education, girl’s education, free and 

compulsory education for all children up to the age of 14, vocational training 

and technical education. 

 First Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Indian Institute of Science (IISc), School 

of Planning and Architecture and the University Grants Commission were 

established in his tenure. 
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 Major cultural and literary academies such as the Sangeet Natak Academy, Lalit 

Kala Academy, Sahitya Academy and Indian Council for Cultural Relations were 

also established under his tenure. 

 For his immense contribution, he was posthumously awarded ‘Bharat Ratna’, 

India's highest civilian honour, in 1992. 

Azad’s contribution to freedom struggle 

 Prominent political leader of the Indian National Congress and was elected as 

Congress President in 1923 and 1940. 

 Advocated the principles of the non-cooperation movement and became 

follower of Gandhi and his philosophy. 

 Participated in all the major movements of Indian National Congress after 1920. 

 Prime negotiator of Indian National Congress with the Cabinet Mission to 

discuss the terms of Independence. 

 Opposed the idea of partition based on religion. 

 Published a nationalist weekly "Al-Hilal" in 1912. 

 

75th Anniversary of formation of Azad Hind Government 

Context 

 Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi recently hoisted the National Flag at Red 

Fort, to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of formation of Azad Hind 

Government, formed by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
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 Speaking on the occasion, PM said that Azad Hind government represented the 

vision laid down by Subhas Chandra Bose, of a strong undivided India. 

About 

 The Azad Hind Government, founded on 21st October, 1943 in occupied 

Singapore, was inspired by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose who was the leader of 

Azad Hind Government and also the Head of State of this Provisional Indian 

Government-in-exile. Revolutionary leader Rash Behari Bose was designated as 

the supreme advisor. 

 It supported by the Empire of Japan, Nazi Germany, Italian Social Republic, and 

their allies. 

 The government proclaimed authority over Indian civilian and military personnel 

in Southeast Asian British colonial territory and prospective authority over Indian 

territory to fall to the Japanese forces and the Indian National Army during the 

Japanese thrust towards India during the Second World War. 

 However, while it possessed all the nominal requisites of a legitimate 

government, it lacked large and definite areas of sovereign territory until Japan 

gave it nominal authority of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in 1943 and the 

occupation of parts of Manipur and Nagaland. 

 Japanese officials made all the decisions, and throughout its existence it was 

entirely dependent on Japanese support. The islands were re-occupied by the 

British in 1945. 

 Immediately after the formation of the government-in-exile, Azad Hind declared 

war against the Anglo-American allied forces on the Indo-Burma Front. Its army, 

the "Azad Hind Fauj" (Indian National Army or the INA), fought against the 
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British Indian Army and the allied forces as part of the Imperial Japanese Army in 

the Imphal-Kohima sector. 

 Bose’s death was seen as the end to the Azad Hind movement. The Second 

World War also ended in 1945 with the defeat of the Axis powers. 

Significance 

 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was convinced that armed struggle was the only 

way to achieve independence for India. The role of Azad Hind Fauj or the Indian 

National Army (INA) had been crucial in leaving behind a much needed impetus 

to India’s struggle for Independence. 

 Azad Hind government wasactively involved in nation building and had even 

started its own bank, currency, civil code and stamps. 

 According to experts, Netaji laid down the foundation for equal opportunity for 

women in armed forces, through the formation of Rani Jhansi Regiment. Prime 

Minister in his address said that the government is carrying forward this legacy 

in true means and reiterated that women will be given equal opportunity for 

permanent commission in armed forces. 

 The existence of the Azad Hind Government gave a greater legitimacy to the 

independence struggle against the British. 

3. M.P.’s Orchha makes it to tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

Context 

The architectural heritage of Orchha town in Madhya Pradesh which depict peculiar 

style of the Bundela dynasty have been included in UNESCO’s tentative list of world 
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heritage sites following a proposal sent by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to 

the U.N. body (UNESCO) on April 15, 2019 to include the sites in its list. 

About 

About Orchha 

 Orchha is situated on the banks of the Betwa River. It is located around 80 km 

away from Tikamgarh district in Madhya Pradesh and 15 km from Jhansi of Uttar 

Pradesh. 

 It was built by King Rudra Pratap Singh of Bundela dynasty in the 16th century 

A.D. The ancient town is famous for its Chaturbhuj Temple, Orchha fort 

complex, Raja Mahal among others. 

 The Bundela architecture has Mughal influence since the two dynasties were very 

close. The famous King of Bundela dynasty was Veer Singh Dev who was a close 

friend of Mughal emperor Jahangir and fought wars as Akbar’s aid. 

 Orchha is also famous for its two elevated minaret called Saavan and Bhadon 

and its four palaces — Jahangir Palace, Raj Mahal, Sheesh Mahal and Rai Praveen 

Mahal — and for its concept of open bungalows, stone work windows, animal 

statues depicting the culture of Bundelkhand. 

 It is the only place in India where Lord Ram is worshipped as a king with a 

dedicated temple in his name called Sri Ram Raja Mandir. 

UNESCO’s World Heritage Site list 

 The list of World Heritage Sites is maintained by the international ‘World 

Heritage Programme’ which is administered by the UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee. 
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 The UNESCO World Heritage Committee is composed of 21 UNESCO member 

states, elected by the General Assembly. 

 A World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by UNESCO for its special cultural 

or physical significance. 

Criteria for inclusion in List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

Any heritage or any historical site has to be first on the tentative list to be a part of 

UNESCO’s World Heritage sites. Once it makes it to the tentative list, then the proposal 

is sent to the UNESCO for inclusion in the final List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 

only if the site: 

 Contains significant natural habitats for conservation of biological diversity, 

including threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of 

view of science or conservation. 

 Associates with events, living traditions, ideas, beliefs, and artistic & literary 

works of outstanding universal significance. 

 Considered as an exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilisation 

which is living or has disappeared. 

 Represents a masterpiece of human creative genius. 

 Represents on-going ecological and biological processes in the evolution and 

development of terrestrial, fresh water, marine ecosystems and communities of 

plants and animals. 

 Exhibits an important interchange of human values over a span of time or within 

a cultural area of the world and depicts developments in architecture or 

technology, monumental arts or town-planning. 

 Contains areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance. 
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 An archetype of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or 

landscape that depicts significant stages in human history. 

 Showcases traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use, which 

represents cultural or human interaction with the environment. 

 Represents stages of earth's history - record of life, on-going geological 

processes, or significant geomorphic or physiographic features. 

 

 

M.P.’s Orchha makes it to tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

The architectural heritage of Orchha town in Madhya Pradesh which depict peculiar 

style of the Bundela dynasty have been included in UNESCO’s tentative list of world 

heritage sites following a proposal sent by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to 

the U.N. body (UNESCO) on April 15, 2019 to include the sites in its list. 

About 

About Orchha 

 Orchha is situated on the banks of the Betwa River. It is located around 80 km 

away from Tikamgarh district in Madhya Pradesh and 15 km from Jhansi of Uttar 

Pradesh. 

 It was built by King Rudra Pratap Singh of Bundela dynasty in the 16th century 

A.D. The ancient town is famous for its Chaturbhuj Temple, Orchha fort 

complex, Raja Mahal among others. 
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 The Bundela architecture has Mughal influence since the two dynasties were very 

close. The famous King of Bundela dynasty was Veer Singh Dev who was a close 

friend of Mughal emperor Jahangir and fought wars as Akbar’s aid. 

 Orchha is also famous for its two elevated minaret called Saavan and Bhadon 

and its four palaces — Jahangir Palace, Raj Mahal, Sheesh Mahal and Rai Praveen 

Mahal — and for its concept of open bungalows, stone work windows, animal 

statues depicting the culture of Bundelkhand. 

 It is the only place in India where Lord Ram is worshipped as a king with a 

dedicated temple in his name called Sri Ram Raja Mandir. 

UNESCO’s World Heritage Site list 

 The list of World Heritage Sites is maintained by the international ‘World 

Heritage Programme’ which is administered by the UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee. 

 The UNESCO World Heritage Committee is composed of 21 UNESCO member 

states, elected by the General Assembly. 

 A World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by UNESCO for its special cultural 

or physical significance. 

Criteria for inclusion in List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

Any heritage or any historical site has to be first on the tentative list to be a part of 

UNESCO’s World Heritage sites. Once it makes it to the tentative list, then the proposal 

is sent to the UNESCO for inclusion in the final List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 

only if the site: 
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 Contains significant natural habitats for conservation of biological diversity, 

including threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of 

view of science or conservation. 

 Associates with events, living traditions, ideas, beliefs, and artistic & literary 

works of outstanding universal significance. 

 Considered as an exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilisation 

which is living or has disappeared. 

 Represents a masterpiece of human creative genius. 

 Represents on-going ecological and biological processes in the evolution and 

development of terrestrial, fresh water, marine ecosystems and communities of 

plants and animals. 

 Exhibits an important interchange of human values over a span of time or within 

a cultural area of the world and depicts developments in architecture or 

technology, monumental arts or town-planning. 

 Contains areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance. 

 An archetype of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or 

landscape that depicts significant stages in human history. 

 Showcases traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use, which 

represents cultural or human interaction with the environment. 

 Represents stages of earth's history - record of life, on-going geological 

processes, or significant geomorphic or physiographic features. 
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History - Towards Freedom and Partition 

 

 The period from 1939 to 1945 witnessed the Second World War that had a 

devastating effect on humanity. Coming to India, it was a prelude to the 

declaration of Indian independence and partition of India into India and Pakistan 

on communal grounds. 

 This period brought to light primarily the fragile nature of the mosaic of Indian 

society and polity wherein the internal squabbles of the Congress organization 

surfaced openly defying the existing traditions in the form of conflict between 

Subhas Chandra Bose and Gandhi, and the sharpened teeth of extreme 

communalism hardened the Muslim League to opt for their desired sacred land 

of Pakistan. 

 Further, as an indirect effect of the Second World War, the condition of the 

common people became extremely worse due to the soaring of prices of 

necessities in addition to the devastating famines. 

 Unrest of labour and the peasants dominated the Indian scenario. Lord 

Linlithgow was the Governor General of India between 1936-1944 and he was 

followed by Lord Wavel, who was the Governor General till 1947. Thus when the 

Second World War started in 1939, Linlithgow was the Governor General and 

when the Second World War ended in 1945, Wavel was the Governor General. 

Before the war started, the Indian National Congress formed ministries with 

absolute majority in Madras, Bihar, Orissa, central provinces and united 

provinces and with a near majority in Bombay in 1937. 
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 The relations between the Muslim League and the Congress were so strained 

that Jinnah denounced ‘congress fascism’ in the Patna session of the League in 

1938. Thus, throughout the 27 months of the Congress rule in provinces, the 

League continued its intense vicious propaganda against the Congress and by 

March 1940, the League adopted the ‘Pakistan resolution’, in spite of a 

compromise made by Congress working committee in 1937 to drop the closing 

stanzas of the Vandemataram recognizing the validity of the criticism of the 

League and the Muslim community. 

 Hindu communalism championed by the Hindu Mahasabha also raised its voice 

against what it considered to be anti-Hindu sentiment and in 1938 V.D. 

Savarkar declared in the Nagpur session that we Hindus are a nation by 

ourselves, Hindu nationalists should not at all be apologetic to being called 

Hindu communalists. Thus, communal divide began to take deep roots in this 

period due to the, growth of militancy among the Hindus and the Muslims. 

 During this period, the Congress ministries tried to implement Gandhian socio-

economic reforms, yet Ambedkar and Jinnah joined together and celebrated ‘the 

day of deliverance’ when the Congress ministries resigned in 1939. 

 Interestingly during this period only, there developed a honeymoon of durable 

alliance between the capitalists of India and the Congress as observed by Claude 

Markovitz and Sumit Sarkar. Besides communal militancy, the militancy of 

labour and Kisans become dominant between 1937-1939. 

 During this period only, states Peoples’ Movement strengthened in many 

princely states. The Left wing ideology also became a dominant force and tried 

to persuade the Congress leadership to adopt a more sympathetic attitude 
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towards trade unions and Kisan Sabhas and to give open support to states 

people’s movements. 

 In such a bewildered maze, the Tripuri crisis or open conflict between Subhas 

Chandra Bose and Gandhi followers openly erupted, signifying opposition to the 

Gandhian policy of non-violence. Bose’s action was not liked by Gandhi camp 

and Bose was debarred from holding any office. In such a situation, Linlithgow, 

the then Governor General, unilaterally associated India with the declaration of 

joining the Second World War against Germany on 3 September, 1939. 

Linlithgow never bothered to consult the leaders of the Congress ministries. 

Dissatisfied by the unilateral action of Linlithgow, the Congress ministries 

resigned on 29-30 October, 1939. 

 The six-year period of war has been divided into two phases. The first phase 

was from 1939 to 1942 and the second phase 1942 to 1945. In the beginning it 

was felt that the war would affect very little of India and Indians but the collapse 

of France and the isolation of Britain caused a general feeling of anxiety and the 

success of Britain won the admiration of the Indians. The delay of granting 

dominion status until after the war created sourness and suspicion in the minds 

of the Indians. Gandhi very generously declared in 1940, ‘we do not seek 

independence out of Britain’s ruins’. Sensing the mood of the Indians, the 

government announced the August offer of 1940. 

 In this offer, Linlithgow assured the Muslims that complete protection would be 

provided to them in case of any settlement taking place between Britain and 

India. The August offer held out the promise of dominion status for India with 

the assurance that after the end of the war a representative body would be set 
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up to devise a framework of the new constitution. This offer of August 1940 was 

rejected by the Congress as well as the Muslim League. 

 After rejecting the August offer, the Congress launched individual civil 

disobedience movement in which nearly 25,000 Satyagrahis courted arrest. In 

the midst of this civil disobedience movement, the Viceroy expanded the council 

and constituted a National Defence Council with 50 members belonging to 

provinces and princely states. In 1941 Japan and America entered the war. 

 In 1942 on March 11, the British government announced the dispatch of Sir 

Stafford Cripps with proposals to India. This offer caused great excitement in 

India and everyone looked with great expectation for the arrival of the Cripps 

Mission. 

 The appointment of the Mission was the result of the intervention of the 

American President Roosevelt with Churchill and also because of request of 

Sapru and Jayakar. Even Chang Kai Shek during his visit to India expressed 

sympathy for India’s aspiration for freedom. Cripps persuaded the war cabinet 

to agree to his draft proposals. In this draft proposal he promised post-war 

dominion status with right of secession, a constitution making body elected by 

provincial legislatures, with individual provinces being given the right not to join 

it, and with states being invited to appoint representatives. Finally, Cripps 

proposals were rejected by the Congress and other sections. 

 Gandhi launched Quit India movement which was opposed by the League. Even 

before the Quit India movement was formally launched, in the early hours of 9, 

August, the British government arrested all the worthwhile leaders of the 

movement. Strangely, Rajaji and the communists viewed that there should be an 

understanding with the League by agreeing to the right of the majority of 
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Muslim provinces to secede through plebiscite after India becomes independent. 

Keeping aside these views, Nehru moved the resolution of Quit India movement 

which the communists opposed. 

 Britain tried to win the world opinion by painting India as a ‘fifth columnist 

conspirator’ forgetting it– earlier anti-fascist stance. Shifting fortunes of the war 

also decided the course to be followed by the Congress. By the end of 1942, by 

brutal suppression the movement was brought under control. Gandhi was kept 

in jail and was released in 1944. In the meanwhile, the Muslim League made 

rapid strides and by 1943, it formed ministries in Assam, Sind, Bengal and North 

Western Frontier provinces. The slogan of Pakistan gained momentum. 

 Subhas Chandra Bose, who left India during this period continued his efforts of 

achieving independence to India by starting Indian Legion in Berlin in 1941. But 

he left Germany in 1943 by giving his famous call ‘Delhi Chalo’ and 

formed Azad Hind Government and the Indian National Army on 21 October 

1943. Subhas Chandra Bose sought the blessings of Mahatma for all his efforts. 

 On July 6, 1944, Subhas Chandra Bose in a broadcast on Azad Hind Radio 

addressed Gandhi as follows: “India’s last war of independence has begun 

Father of our nation! In this holy war of India’s liberation we ask for your 

blessing and good wishes”. Between March and June 1944, the INA was in action 

on Indian soil which ultimately ended in total failure. 

 INA men surrendered to Britain in mid-1945 and became prisoners again. Till 

even today, we are not certainly sure of what happened to Bose. Some believed 

that Bose died in an air crash and some really believe that he is still alive. When 

the British government tried to try the INA men as prisoners of war, there was 

spontaneous outburst of anger against British in November 1945. 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

 The Second World War came to an end in 1945 and it was followed by Simla 

conference in June 1945. Unfortunately, the conference failed to arrive at any 

consensus due to determined policy of the Muslims and the Hindus. 

 As explained above, India passed through a most disturbing phase of agony and 

crisis due to the rigid stand of contending social and economic groups and the 

adamancy of the British in satisfying the nationalist aspirations of the Indians. 

By 1945, the realization of the dream of the Indians to attain independence was 

only a foot away with a certainty of the unhappy division of India on communal 

lines. 

 

 

Cabinet Mission Plan, 1946: 

 The Cabinet Mission had as its members, Pethick Lawrence (Secretary of State 

for India), Sir Stafford Cripps and A.V. Alexander and reached Delhi on March 

24, 1946. 

 It had prolonged discussions with Indian leaders of all parties and groups. As 

the Congress and the League could not come to any agreement on the 

fundamental issue of the unity or partition of India, the mission put forward its 

own plan which was issued on May 16, 1946. 

The main proposals were: 

1. Rejection of the League’s demand for a full-fledged Pakistan. 

2. Grouping of existing provincial Assemblies into three sections. Section A—

Madras, Bombay, Central Provinces, United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa, Section 
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B-Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, Sind (Muslim majority provinces) 

Section C—Bengal and Assam. 

3. The full autonomy of the provinces and the provisions for grouping were meant 

to give the Muslim League the ‘substance’ of Pakistan. 

4. A Constituent Assembly to be elected by Provincial Assemblies by proportional 

representation (voting in groups-General, Muslims, Sikhs). This Constituent 

Assembly to be a 389-member body with provincial assemblies sending 292, 

chief commissioner’s provinces sending 4 and princely states sending 93. 

5. In the Constituent Assembly, members from groups A, B and C would sit 

separately to decide the constitution for provinces and if possible for the groups 

also, then the whole Constituent Assembly would sit together to formulate the 

Union Constitution. 

6. There would be a common Centre controlling Defence, Communication and 

External Affairs. 

7. Provinces to have full autonomy and residual powers. 

8. Princely states to be no longer under paramountcy of British government and 

would be free to enter into an arrangement with successor governments or the 

British government. 

9. An interim government to be formed from the Constituent Assembly. 

 The Cabinet Mission Plan was accepted by the Congress and the Muslim League 

though with mental reservations (The Objection of the Congress to the Plan was 

mainly its provision of grouping, that of the League to the rejection of its 

demand for Pakistan). 

 In the elections to the Constituent Assembly that took place in July 1946, the 

Congress captured 205 seats and the League 73. The 4 Sikh seats owed 
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allegiance to the Congress, thus Congress had 209 members in an Assembly of 

296. 

 Alarmed at the overwhelming majority of the Congress the Muslim League 

withdrew its acceptance of the Cabinet Mission Plan on July 29, 1946. August 

16, 1946 was fixed ‘Direct Action Day’ by the Muslim League. From 16 August 

1946, the Indian scene was rapidly transformed. There were communal riots on 

an unprecedented scale, which left 5000 dead. The worst-hit areas were 

Calcutta, Bombay, Naokhali, Bihar, Garhamukteswar (U.P). 

The Interim Government—Sept 2, 1946: 

 The Viceroy invited the President of the Congress Jawaharlal Nehru to form the 

Interim government which assumed office on September 2, 1946. Initially the 

Muslim League kept out but later on October 13, decided to join the Interim 

government to safeguard the interests of the Muslim and other minorities. 

 The Constituent Assembly with the Muslim League remaining aloof meet for the 

first time on December 9, 1946 at New Delhi. On December 11, 1946 this 

Assembly elected Dr. Rajendra Prasad as its President and only two days later 

Nehru moved his famous “Objectives Resolution”. 

Attlee’s Announcement—February 20, 1947: 

 On February 20, 1947 the British Prime Minister, Clement Attlee, fixed the 

deadline of June 1948 by which the British would quite India and envisaged a 

partition of the country. This was followed by a near chaotic condition in the 

country as the League resorted to unabashed violence in Calcutta, Assam the 

Punjab and the North-West Fronter Province. 
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 Attlee also announced the appointment of Lord Mountbatten as Viceroy in place 

of Lord Wavell. Lord Mounbatten, the last British Governor- General and Viceroy 

arrived in India on March 22, 1947 and immediately began to take measures for 

the transfer of power. 

The Mountbatten Plan—June 3, 1947: 

 The prevailing communal violence in the country led Mountbatten to announce 

the partition plan or the June 3rd Plan. The Congress leaders too had come to 

the conclusion that partition was the only choice to check the widespread 

communal violence and bloodshed that was ravaging the country. The Plan 

provided for immediate transfer of power on the basis of grant of Dominion 

Status. 

 

The important points of the plan were: 

 The Provincial Assemblies of Punjab and Bengal would meet in two parts, one 

representing the Muslim majority districts and the other representing the rest of 

the Province to vote for partition. If a simple majority of either part voted for 

partition then these provinces would be partitioned. 

 The Legislative Assembly of Sind would take its own decision. 

 Referendum in North-West Frontier Province and Sylhet district of Bengal would 

decide the fate of these areas. 

 Independence for princely states ruled out, they would either join India or 

Pakistan. 
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 Provision for the setting up of a Boundary Commission to demarcate boundaries 

in case partition was to be effected. 

Partition of India: 

 The Plan of 3rd June was accepted by all political parties in the country. The 

Legislative Assemblies of Bengal and the Punjab decided in favour of partition of 

those provinces. East Bengal and West Punjab joined Pakistan; West Bengal and 

East Punjab remained with the Indian Union. 

 The referendum in the Sylhet resulted in the incorporation of that district in East 

Bengal. Two Boundary Commissions one in respect of each province were 

constituted to demarcate the boundaries of the new provinces. The referendum 

in the N.W.F.P. decided in favour of Pakistan, the provincial Congress refraining 

from the referendum. Baluchistan and Sind joined Pakistan. 

The Indian Independence Act, 1947: 

 The Indian Independence Bill was introduced in the British Parliament on July 4, 

1947 and the Indian Independence Act was enacted on July, 18, 1947. This Act 

merely formalised and gave legal effect to the 3rd June Plan of Lord 

Mountbatten. 

 

 The Act provided for the creation of two independent dominions of India and 

Pakistan with effect from 15 August 1947. Pending the adoption of a new 

Constitution for each Dominion, the existing Constituent Assembly would be 

Dominion Legislature, and eitherDominion and every province would be 

governed by the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. Each 
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Dominion was empowered to modify this Act, thought its Governor-General up 

to March 31, 1948, and thereafter by its Constituent Assembly. 

 

 As per the provisions of the Indian Independence Act, 1947, Pakistan became 

independent on 14 August while India got her freedom on 15 August 1947. M 

A. Jinnah became the first Governor-General of Pakistan. India, however, 

decided to continue Lord Mountbatten as the Governor-General of India. 

 

 

History - Current Affairs 

 

Reggae gets into heritage list 

Reggae music, whose chill, lilting grooves won international fame majorly because of 

artists like Bob Marley, secured a coveted spot on the United Nations’ list of global 

cultural treasures. 

About 

 UNESCO, the UN’s cultural and scientific agency, added the genre to its 

collection of “intangible cultural heritage” that originated in Jamaica. 

 UNESCO noted that while reggae started out as “the voice of the marginalised” it 

was “now played and embraced by a wide cross-section of society, including 

various genders, ethnic and religious groups.” 
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 The genre now joins a list of over 300 cultural traditions, including numerous 

musical ones such as Dominican merengue, Slovakian bagpipe music and 

Vietnamese xoan singing. 

 To mark its inclusion on the list, UNESCO shared a short documentary that 

examines the history and distinct characteristics of reggae music. 

 It is of particular significance that reggae is inextricably related to the religion of 

Rastafari, which emerged as a direct response to oppression within Jamaican 

colonial society.  

 Its contribution to international discourse on issues of injustice, resistance, love 

and humanity underscores the dynamics of the element as being at once 

cerebral, socio-political, sensual and spiritual. 

Knowledge base- 

India and the UNESCO 

 Till now total of 13 Intangible cultural heritage (ICH) elements from India have 

been inscribed on the UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity. 

 For inclusion of an element in the UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage, the state parties are required to submit nomination dossier on 

the relevant element for evaluation and examination of the UNESCO Committee. 

 The Ministry of Culture has appointed the Sangeet Natak Akademi, an 

autonomous organisation under the Ministry of Culture, as nodal office for 

matters relating to the intangible cultural heritage including for preparation of 

the nomination dossiers for the Representative List of UNESCO.  
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 The Ministry of Culture makes regular Schemes as well as organisations make 

efforts towards preservation, protection and promotion of intangible cultural 

heritage in the country. 

 In addition, the Ministry of Culture implements, since the year 2013-14 also, a 

scheme titled “Scheme for Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage and 

Diverse Cultural Traditions of India” with the aims and objectives of 

professionally enhancing awareness and interest in Intangible Cultural Heritage 

(ICH), safeguarding, promoting and propagating it systematically. 

 

19th Hornbill festival, Nagaland 

 

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the 19th Hornbill Festival at Kisama 

village near state capital Kohima in Nagaland. 

 

Hornbill Festival: 

 The Hornbill Festivalis a celebration held every year from 1 - 10 December 

in Nagaland. 

 It is also called the 'Festival of Festivals'. 

 Why: To encourage inter-tribal interaction and to promote cultural through 

colourful performances, crafts, sports, food fairs, games and ceremonies. 

 The first festival was held in 2000. 

 The festival is named after the Indian hornbill, the large and colourful forest bird 

which is displayed in the folklore of most of the state's tribes. 
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 The celebrations and programmes have been scheduled in five districts of the 

state Kohima, Dimapur, Mokokchung, Phek and Wokha.  

Benefits: 

 The Hornbill Festival has contributed significantly in enhancing the state's 

tourism. 

 Tourism promoters believe that the Hornbill Festival in Nagaland allows tourists 

to have an insight into the different tribes of Nagaland.  

 It fosters understanding of the rich cultural heritage of the state, its resourceful 

architecture and its ethnic cuisine. 

 

Manipur Sangai Festival 

State of Manipur celebrated its annual “Manipur Sangai” festival 

Sangai festival: 

 The festival is named after the State animal, Sangai, the brow-antlered deer 

found only in Manipur. 

 It started in 2010 and has grown over the years into a big platform for Manipur 

to showcase its rich tradition and culture to the world. 

 Every edition of the festival showcases the tourism potential of the state in the 

field of arts & culture, handloom, handicrafts, indigenous sports, cuisine, music 

and adventure sports. 

 It is labelled as the grandest festival of the State and promotes Manipur as a 

world class tourism destination. 
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Various features of festival 

Dance 

 The State’s classical dance form, ‘Ras Leela’ forms an important part of the 

dance performances during the festival. It is quite famous all over the world for 

its distinctiveness from any other dance forms in India. 

 Other folk dance performances like the Kabui Naga dance, Bamboo dance, Maibi 

dance, Lai Haraoba dance, Khamba Thoibi dance are showcased at the festival. 

Handicraft 

 The festival brings to light an array of Manipur’s best indigenous handlooms 

and handicrafts products which are otherwise not widely available in the market. 

 The themed huts of the variety of tribes at the heritage park represented the 

living-style of these tribes and exhibit their indigenous products. 

Sports 

 Indigenous sports were a major highlight of the festival this year. 

 Manipur’s famous martial arts- Thang Ta (a combination Spear & Sword 

skills), Yubi-Lakpi (a game played with greased coconut like rugby), Mukna 

Kangjei (a game that combines hockey and wrestling), and Sagol Kangjei- 

Modern Polo (believed to have evolved in Manipur) all formed part of the 

festival. 

 Adventure sports activities like trekking, white water rafting and parasailing etc. 

also formed a major part of the festival. 

Cuisines 
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 The festival introduced visitors to the best of the State’s cuisines. 

 Manipur’s popular dishes include Nga-thongba (fish curry), Eromba (a dish 

prepared with boiled vegetables and fermented fish), Ooti (mustard beans), 

Bora (pakoda), Paknam (a baked cake of gram flour mixed with other 

ingredients), Singju (a spicy hot traditional salad), and Brown-rice Kheer. 

 

 

History - Mass Nationalisation 1919-1939 

 

1. Introduction to the Struggle for Swaraj: 

 The third and the last phase of the national movement began in 1919 when the 

era of popular mass movements was initiated. The Indian people waged perhaps 

the greatest mass struggle in world history and India’s national revolution was 

victorious. 

 A new political situation was maturing during the War years, 1914—18. 

Nationalism had gathered its forces and the nationalists were expecting major 

political gains after the war; and they were willing to fight back if their 

expectations were thwarted. The economic situation in the post-War years had 

taken a turn for the worse. 

 There was first a rise in prices and then a depression in economic activity. 

Indian industries, which had prospered during the War because foreign imports 
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of manufactured goods had ceased, now faced losses and closure. Moreover, 

foreign capital now began to be invested in India on a large scale. 

 The Indian industrialists wanted protection of their industries through 

imposition of high customs duties and grant of government aid; they realised 

that a strong nationalist movement and an independent Indian government 

alone could secure these. The workers and artisans, facing unemployment and 

high prices, also turned actively towards the nationalist movement. 

 Indian soldiers, who returned from their triumphs in Africa, Asia and Europe, 

imparted some of their confidence and their knowledge of the wide world to the 

rural areas. The peasantry, groaning under deepening poverty and high 

taxation, was waiting for a lead. 

 The urban, educated Indians faced increasing unemployment. Thus all sections 

of Indian society were suffering economic hardships, compounded by droughts, 

high prices and epidemics. 

 The international situation was also favourable to the resurgence of nationalism. 

The First World War gave a tremendous impetus to nationalism all over Asia and 

Africa. In order to win popular support for their War effort, the Allied nations—

Britain, the United States, France, Italy and Japan—promised a new era of 

democracy and national self-determination to all the peoples of the world. 

 But after their victory, they showed little willingness to end the colonial system. 

On the contrary, at the Paris Peace Conference, and in the different peace 

settlements, all the wartime promises were forgotten and, in fact, betrayed. 

 The ex-colonies of the defeated powers, Germany and Turkey, in Africa, West 

Asia and East Asia were divided among the victorious powers. A militant 
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nationalism, born out of a strong sense of disillusionment, began to arise 

everywhere in Asia and Africa. 

 In India, while the British government made a half-hearted attempt at 

constitutional reform, it also made it clear that it had no intention of parting 

with political power or even sharing it with Indians. 

 Another major consequence of the World War was the erosion of the White 

man’s prestige. The European powers had from the beginning of their 

imperialism utilised the notion of racial and cultural superiority to maintain their 

supremacy. 

 But during the War, both sides carried on intense propaganda against each 

other, exposing the opponent’s brutal and uncivilized colonial record. Naturally, 

the people of the colonies tended to believe both sides and to lose their awe of 

the White man’s superiority. 

 A major impetus to the national movements in the colonies was given by the 

impact of the Russian Revolution. On 7 November 1917, the Bolshevik 

(Communist) Party, led by V I. Lenin, overthrew the Czarist regime in Russia and 

declared the formation of the first socialist state, the Soviet Union, in the history 

of the world. 

 The new Soviet regime electrified the colonial world by unilaterally renouncing 

its imperialist rights in China and other parts of Asia, by granting the right of 

self-determination to the former Czarist colonies in Asia and by giving an equal 

status to the Asian nationalities within its border, which had been oppressed as 

inferior and conquered peoples by the previous regime. 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

 The Russian Revolution put heart into the colonial people. It brought home to 

the colonial people the important lesson that immense strength and energy 

resided in the common people. 

 If the unarmed peasants and workers could carry out a revolution against their 

domestic tyrants, then the people of the subject nations too could fight for their 

independence provided they were equally well united, organised and determined 

to fight for freedom. 

 The nationalist movement in India was also affected by the fact that the rest of 

the Afro-Asian world was also convulsed by nationalist agitations after the War. 

Nationalism surged forward not only in India but also in Ireland, Turkey, Egypt 

and other Arab countries of Northern Africa and West Asia, Iran, Afghanistan, 

Burma, Malaya, Indonesia, Indo-China, the Philippines, China and Korea. 

 The government, aware of the rising tide of nationalist and anti- government 

sentiments, once again decided to follow the policy of the ‘carrot and the stick’, 

in other words, of concessions and repression. The carrot was represented by 

the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms. 

2. The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms: 

 In 1918, Edwin Montagu, the Secretary of State, and Lord Chelmsford, the 

Viceroy, produced their scheme of constitutional reforms which led to the 

enactment of the Government of India Act of 1919. The Provincial Legislative 

Councils were enlarged and the majority of their members were to be elected. 

 The provincial governments were given more powers under the system of 

Dyarchy. Under this system some subjects, such as finance and law and order, 

were called ‘reserved’ subjects and remained under the direct control of the 
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Governor; others, such as education, public health and local self-government, 

were called ‘transferred’ subjects and were to be controlled by ministers 

responsible to the legislatures. 

 This also meant that while some of the spending departments were transferred, 

the Governor retained complete control over the finances. The Governor could, 

moreover, overrule the ministers on any grounds that he considered special. At 

the centre, there were to be two houses of legislature. The lower house, the 

Legislative Assembly, was to have 41 nominated members out of a total 

strength of 144. 

 The upper house, the Council of State, was to have 26 nominated and 34 

elected members. The legislature had virtually no control over the Governor-

General and his Executive Council. 

 On the other hand, the central government had unrestricted control over the 

provincial governments. Moreover, the right to vote was severely restricted. In 

1920, the total number of voters was 909,874 for the lower house and 17,364 

for the upper house. 

 Indian nationalists had, however, advanced far beyond such halting concessions. 

They were no longer willing to be satisfied with the shadow of political power. 

The Indian National Congress met in a special session at Bombay in August 

1918 under the president-ship of Hasan Imam to consider the reform 

proposals. It condemned them as “disappointing and unsatisfactory” and 

demanded effective self- government instead. 

 Some of the veteran Congress leaders led by Surendranath Banerjea were in 

favour of accepting the government proposals. They left the Congress at this 
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time and founded the Indian Liberal Federation. They came to be known as 

Liberals and played a minor role in Indian politics hereafter. 

  

3. The Rowlatt Act: 

 While trying to appease Indians, the Government of India was ready with 

repression. Throughout the war, repression of nationalists had continued. The 

terrorists and revolutionaries had been hunted down, hanged and imprisoned. 

Many other nationalists such as Abul Kalam Azad had also been kept behind 

bars. 

 The government now decided to arm itself with more far-reaching powers, 

which went against the accepted principles of rule of law, to be able to suppress 

those nationalists who would refuse to be satisfied with the official reforms. In 

March 1919 it passed the Rowlatt Act even though every single Indian member 

of the Central Legislative Council opposed it. 

 This Act authorized the government to imprison any person without trial and 

conviction in a court of law. The Act would thus also enable the government to 

suspend the right of Habeas Corpus which had been the foundation of civil 

liberties in Britain. 

4. Mahatma Gandhi Assumes Leadership: 

 The Rowlatt Act came like a sudden blow. To the people of India, promised 

extension of democracy during the War, the government step appeared to be a 

cruel joke. It was like a hungry man, expecting bread, being offered stones. 
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Instead of democratic progress had come further restriction of civil liberties. 

Unrest spread in the country and a powerful agitation against the Act arose. 

 During this agitation, a new leader, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, took 

command of the nationalist movement. The new leader made good one of the 

basic weaknesses of the previous leadership. He had evolved in his struggle 

against racialism in South Africa a new form of struggle—non-cooperation—and 

a new technique of struggle—satyagraha—which could be put into practice 

against the British in India. 

 He had, moreover, a basic sympathy for and understanding of the problems and 

psychology of the Indian peasantry. He was, therefore, able to appeal to it and 

bring it into the mainstream of the national movement. He was thus able to 

arouse and unite all sections of the Indian people in a militant mass national 

movement. 

5. Gandhiji and his Ideas: 

 K. Gandhi was born on 2 October 1869 at Porbandar in Gujarat. After getting his 

legal education in Britain, he went to South Africa to practice law. 

 Imbued with a high sense of justice, he was revolted by the racial injustice, 

discrimination and degradation to which Indians had to submit in the South 

African colonies. Indian labourers who had gone to South Africa, and the 

merchants who followed were denied the right to vote. They had to register and 

pay a poll-tax. 

 They could not reside except in prescribed locations which were insanitary and 

congested. Gandhi soon became the leader of the struggle against these 
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conditions and during 1893-1914 was engaged in a heroic though unequal 

struggle against the racist authorities of South Africa. 

 It was during this long struggle lasting nearly two decades that he evolved the 

technique of satyagraha based on truth and non-violence. The ideal satyagrahi 

was to be truthful and perfectly peaceful, but at the same time he would refuse 

to submit to what he considered wrong. He would accept suffering willingly in 

the course of struggle against the wrong-doer. 

 This struggle was to be part of his love of truth. But even while resisting evil, he 

would love the evil-doer. Hatred would be alien to the nature of a true 

satyagrahi. He would, moreover, be utterly fearless. 

 He would never bow down before evil whatever the consequences. In Gandhi’s 

eyes, non-violence was not a weapon of the weak and the cowardly. Only the 

strong and the brave could practice it. Even violence was preferable to 

cowardice. 

 He once summed up his entire philosophy of life as follows:The only virtue I 

want to claim is truth and non-violence. I lay no claim to super-human powers: I 

want none. 

 Another important aspect of Gandhi’s outlook was that he would not separate 

thought and practice, belief and action. His truth and non-violence were meant 

for daily living and not merely for high- sounding speeches and writings. 

 Gandhiji, moreover, had an immense faith in the capacity of the common people 

to fight. 

 Gandhiji returned to India in 1915 at the age of 46. He spent an entire year 

travelling all over India, understanding Indian conditions and the Indian people 

and then, in 1916, founded the Sabarmati Ashram at Ahmedabad where his 
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friends and followers were to learn and practice the ideas of truth and non-

violence. He also set out to experiment with his new method of struggle. 

6. Champaran Satyagraha (1917): 

 Gandhi’s first great experiment in satyagraha came in 1917 in Champaran, a 

district in Bihar. The peasantry on the indigo plantations in the district was 

excessively oppressed by European planters. They were compelled to grow 

indigo on at least 3/20th of their land and to sell it at prices fixed by the 

planters. 

 Similar conditions had prevailed earlier in Bengal, but as a result of a major 

uprising during 1859—61 the peasants there had won their freedom from the 

indigo planters. 

 Having heard of Gandhi’s campaigns in South Africa, several peasants of 

Champaran invited him to come and help them. Accompanied by Babu Rajendra 

Prasad, Mazhar-ul-Huq, J.B. Kripalani, Narhari Parekh and Mahadev Desai, 

Gandhiji reached Champaran in 1917 and began to conduct a detailed inquiry 

into the condition of the peasantry. 

 The infuriated district officials ordered him to leave Champaran, but he defied 

the order and was willing to face trial and imprisonment. 

 This forced the government to cancel its earlier order and to appoint a 

committee of inquiry on which Gandhiji served as a member. Ultimately, the 

disabilities from which the peasantry was suffering were reduced and Gandhiji 

won his first battle of civil disobedience in India. He also had a glimpse into the 

naked poverty in which the peasants of India lived. 

7. Ahmedabad Mill Strike: 
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 In 1918, Mahatma Gandhi intervened in a dispute between the workers and 

mill-owners of Ahmedabad. He advised the workers to go on strike and to 

demand a 35 per cent increase in wages. But he insisted that the workers should 

not use violence against the employers during the strike. 

 He undertook a fast unto death to strengthen the workers’ resolve to continue 

the strike. But his fast also put pressure on the mill-owners who relented on the 

fourth day and agreed to give the workers a 35 per cent increase in wages. 

 In 1918, crops failed in the Kheda District in Gujarat but the government 

refused to remit land revenue and insisted on its full collection. Gandhiji 

supported the peasants and advised them to withhold payment of revenue till 

their demand for its remission was met. 

 The struggle was withdrawn when it was learnt that the government had issued 

instructions that revenue should be recovered only from those peasants who 

could afford to pay. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was one of the many young 

persons who became Gandhiji’s followers during the Kheda peasant struggle. 

 These experiences brought Gandhiji in close contact with the masses whose 

interests he actively espoused all his life. In fact, he was the first Indian 

nationalist leader who identified his life and his manner of living with the life of 

the common people. In time he became the symbol of poor India, nationalist 

India and rebellious India. 

 Three other causes were very dear to Gandhi’s heart. 

 The first was Hindu-Muslim unity; the second, the fight against untouchability; 

and the third, the raising of the social status of women in the country. 

8.  Satyagraha Against the Rowlatt Act: 
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 Along with other nationalists, Gandhiji was also aroused by the Rowlatt Act. In 

February 1919, he founded the Satyagraha Sabha whose members took a pledge 

to disobey the Act and thus to court arrest and imprisonment. Here was a new 

method of struggle. The nationalist movement, whether under moderate or 

extremist leadership, had hitherto confined its struggle to agitation. 

 Big meetings and demonstrations, refusal to cooperate with the government, 

boycott of foreign cloth and schools, or individual acts of terrorism were the 

only forms of political work known to the nationalists. Satyagraha immediately 

raised the movement to a new, higher level. Nationalists could now act, instead 

of merely agitating and giving only verbal expression to their dissatisfaction and 

anger. 

 The movement, moreover, was to rely increasingly on the political support of 

the peasants, artisans and the urban poor. Gandhiji asked the nationalist 

workers to go to the villages. 

 That is where India lives, he said. He increasingly turned the face of nationalism 

towards the common man and the symbol of this transformation was to be 

khadi, or hand-spun and hand-woven cloth, which soon became the uniform of 

the nationalists. 

 He spun daily to emphasise the dignity of labour and the value of self-reliance. 

India’s salvation would come, he said, when the masses were wakened from 

their sleep and became active in politics. And the people responded 

magnificently to Gandhi’s call. 

 March and April 1919 witnessed a remarkable political awakening in India. 

Almost the entire country came to life. There were hartals, strikes, processions 

and demonstrations. The slogans of Hindu- Muslim unity filled the air. The 
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entire country was electrified. The Indian people were no longer willing to 

submit to the degradation of foreign rule. 

9. Jallianwala Bagh Massacre: 

 The government was determined to suppress the mass agitation. It repeatedly 

lathi-charged and fired upon unarmed demonstrators at Bombay, Ahmedabad, 

Calcutta, Delhi and other cities. Gandhiji gave a call for a mighty hartal on 6 

April 1919. 

 The people responded with unprecedented enthusiasm. The government 

decided to meet the popular protest with repression, particularly in the Punjab. 

At this time was perpetrated one of the worst political crimes in modern history. 

 A large but unarmed crowd had gathered on 13 April 1919 at Amritsar (in the 

Punjab) in the Jallianwala Bagh to protest against the arrest of their popular 

leaders, Saifuddin Kitchlew and Dr Satyapal. 

 General Dyer, the military commander of Amritsar, decided to terrorize the 

people of Amritsar into complete submission. Jallianwala Bagh was a large open 

space which was enclosed on three sides by buildings and had only one exit. He 

surrounded the Bagh (garden) with his army unit, closed the exit with his troops 

and then ordered his men to shoot into the trapped crowd with rifles and 

machine-guns. 

 They fired till their ammunition was exhausted. Thousands were killed and 

wounded. After this massacre, martial law was proclaimed throughout the 

Punjab and the people were submitted to the most uncivilized atrocities. 
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 A wave of horror ran through the country as the knowledge of the Punjab 

happenings spread. People saw, as if in a flash, the ugliness and brutality that 

lay behind the facade of civilisation that imperialism and foreign rule professed. 

 Popular shock was expressed by the great poet and humanist Rabindranath 

Tagore who renounced his knighthood in protest. 

10. The Khilafat and Non-Cooperation Movement (1919—22): 

 A new stream came into the nationalist movement with the Khilafat movement. 

We know that the younger generation of educated Muslims and a section of 

traditional divines and theologians had been growing more and more radical 

and nationalist. 

 The ground for common political action by Hindus and Muslims had already 

been prepared by the Lucknow Pact. The nationalist agitation against the 

Rowlatt Act had touched all the Indian people alike and brought Hindus and 

Muslims together in political agitation. 

 Hindus and Muslims were handcuffed together, made to crawl together and 

drink water together, when ordinarily a Hindu would not drink water from the 

hands of a Muslim. In this atmosphere, the nationalist trend among the Muslims 

took the form of the Khilafat agitation. 

 The politically-conscious Muslims were critical of the treatment meted out to 

the Ottoman (or Turkish) empire by Britain and its allies who had partitioned it 

and taken away Thrace from Turkey proper. 

 The Muslims also felt that the power of the Sultan of Turkey, who was also 

regarded by many as the Caliph or the religious head of the Muslims, over the 

religious places of Islam should not be undermined. A Khilafat Committee was 
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soon formed under the leadership of the Ali Brothers, Maulana Azad, Hakim 

Ajmal Khan and Hasrat Mohani, and a country-wide agitation was organised. 

 The All-India Khilafat Conference held at Delhi in November 1919 decided to 

withdraw all cooperation from the government if their demands were not met. 

The Muslim League, now under the leadership of nationalists, gave full support 

to the National Congress and its agitation on political issues. 

 On their part, the Congress leaders, including Lokamanya Tilak and Mahatma 

Gandhi, viewed the Khilafat agitation as a golden opportunity for cementing 

Hindu- Muslim unity and bringing the Muslim masses into the national 

movement. 

 They realised that different sections of the people—Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and 

Christians, capitalists and workers, peasants and artisans, women and youth, 

tribal people and people of different regions—would come into the national 

movement through the experience of fighting for their own different demands 

and seeing that the alien regime stood in opposition to them. 

 Gandhiji looked upon the Khilafat agitation as “an opportunity of uniting Hindus 

and Mohammedans as would not arise in a hundred years.” 

 Early in 1920 he declared that the Khilafat question overshadowed that of the 

constitutional reforms and the Punjab wrongs and announced that he would 

lead a movement of non-cooperation if the terms of peace with Turkey did not 

satisfy the Indian Muslims. In fact, very soon Gandhi became one of the leaders 

of the Khilafat movement. 

 Meanwhile, the government had refused to annul the Rowlatt Act, make amends 

for the atrocities in the Punjab or satisfy the nationalist urge for self-

government. In June 1920, an all-party conference met at Allahabad and 
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approved a programme of boycott of schools, colleges and law courts. The 

Khilafat Committee launched a Non- Cooperation Movement on 31 August 

1920. 

 The Congress met in a special session in September 1920 at Calcutta, Only a 

few weeks earlier it had suffered a grievous loss— Lokamanya Tilak had passed 

away on 1 August at the age of 64. But his place was soon taken by Gandhiji, 

C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru. The Congress supported Gandhi’s plan for non-

cooperation with the government till the Punjab and Khilafat wrongs were 

removed and swaraj established. 

 The people were asked to boycott government educational institutions, law 

courts and legislatures; to give up foreign cloth; to surrender officially-

conferred titles and honours; and to practice hand-spinning and hand-weaving 

for producing khadi. 

 Later the programme would include resignation from government service and 

mass civil disobedience, including refusal to pay taxes. Congressmen 

immediately withdrew from elections, and the voters too largely boycotted 

them. 

 This decision to defy in a most peaceful manner the government and its laws 

was endorsed at the annual session of the Congress held at Nagpur in 

December 1920. “The British people will have to beware,” declared Gandhiji at 

Nagpur, “that if they do not want to do justice, it will be the bounden duty of 

every Indian to destroy the empire.” The Nagpur session also made changes in 

the constitution of the Congress. 

 Provincial Congress Committees were reorganized on the basis of linguistic 

areas. The Congress was now to be led by a Working Committee of 15 
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members, including the president and the secretaries. This would enable the 

Congress to function as a continuous political organisation and would provide it 

with the machinery for implementing its resolutions. 

 The Congress organisation was to reach down to the villages, small towns and 

mohallas, and its membership fee was reduced to 4 annas (25 paise of today) 

per year to enable the rural and urban poor to become members. 

 The Congress now changed its character. It became the organizer and leader of 

the masses in their national struggle for freedom from foreign rule. There was a 

general feeling of exhilaration. Political freedom might come years later but the 

people had begun to shake off their slavish mentality. 

 It was as if the very air that India breathed had changed. The joy and enthusiasm 

of those days was something special, for the sleeping giant was beginning to 

awake. Moreover, Hindus and Muslims were marching together shoulder to 

shoulder. At the same time, some of the older leaders now left the Congress. 

 They did not like the new turn that the national movement had taken. They still 

believed in the traditional methods of agitation and political work which were 

strictly confined within the four walls of the law. 

 They opposed the organisation of the masses, hartals, strikes, satyagraha, 

breaking of laws, courting of imprisonment and other forms of militant struggle. 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah, G.S. Khaparde, Bipin Chandra Pal and Annie Besant were 

among the prominent leaders who left the Congress during this period. 

 The years 1921 and 1922 were to witness an unprecedented movement of the 

Indian people. Thousands of students left government schools and colleges and 

joined national schools and colleges. It was at this time that the Jamia Millia 
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Islamia (National Muslim University) of Aligarh, the Bihar Vidyapith, the Kashi 

Vidyapith and the Gujarat Vidyapith came into existence. 

 The Jamia Millia later shifted to Delhi. Acharya Narendra Dev, Dr Zakir Husain 

and Lala Lajpat Rai were among the many distinguished teachers at these 

national colleges and universities. Hundreds of lawyers, including Chittaranjan 

Das, popularly known as Deshbandhu, Motilal Nehru, Rajendra Prasad, Saifuddin 

Kitchlew, C. Rajagopalachari, Sardar Patel, T. Prakasam and Asaf Ali gave up 

their lucrative legal practice. 

 The Tilak Swarajya Fund was started to finance the non-cooperation movement 

and within six months over a crore of rupees were subscribed. Women showed 

great enthusiasm and freely offered their jewellery. Boycott of foreign cloth 

became a mass movement. Huge bonfires of foreign cloth were organised all 

over the land. 

 Khadi soon became a symbol of freedom. In July 1921, the All-India Khilafat 

Committee passed a resolution declaring that no Muslim should serve in the 

British-Indian army. In September the Ali Brothers were arrested for ‘sedition’. 

 Immediately, Gandhiji gave a call for repetition of this resolution at hundreds of 

meetings. Fifty members of the All-India Congress Committee issued a similar 

declaration that no Indian should serve a government which degraded India 

socially, economically and politically. The Congress Working Committee issued a 

similar statement. 

 The Congress now decided to raise the movement to a higher level. It permitted 

the Congress Committee of a province to start civil disobedience or 

disobedience of British laws, including nonpayment of taxes, if in its opinion the 

people were ready for it. 
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 The government again took recourse to repression. The activities of the 

Congress and Khilafat volunteers, who had begun to drill together and thus 

unite Hindu and Muslim political workers at lower levels, were declared illegal. 

By the end of 1921 all important nationalist leaders, except Gandhiji, were 

behind bars along with 3000 others. 

 In November 1921 huge demonstrations greeted the Prince of Wales, heir to the 

British throne, during his tour of India. He had been asked by the government to 

come to India to encourage loyalty among the people and the princes. In 

Bombay, the government tried to suppress the demonstration, killing 53 

persons and wounding about 400 more. 

 The annual session of the Congress, meeting at Ahmedabad in December 1921, 

passed a resolution affirming “the fixed determination of the Congress to 

continue the programme of non-violent non-cooperation with greater vigour 

than hitherto … till the Punjab and Khilafat wrongs were redressed and Swarajya 

is established.” 

 The resolution urged all Indians, and in particular students, “quietly and without 

any demonstration to offer themselves for arrest by belonging to the volunteer 

organisations.” 

 All such satyagrahis were to take a pledge to “remain non-violent in word and 

deed,” to promote unity among Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and 

Jews, and to practice swadeshi and wear only khadi. 

 A Hindu volunteer was also to undertake to fight actively against untouchability. 

The resolution also called upon the people to organise, whenever possible, 

individual or mass civil disobedience along nonviolent lines. 
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 The people now waited impatiently for the call for further struggle. The 

movement had, moreover, spread deep among the masses. Thousands of 

peasants in Uttar Pradesh and Bengal had responded to the call of non-

cooperation. In parts of Uttar Pradesh, tenants refused to pay illegal dues to the 

zamindars. 

 In the Punjab the Sikhs were leading a non-violent movement, known as the 

Akali movement, to remove corrupt mahants from the Gurudwaras, their places 

of worship. In Assam, tea-plantation labourers went on strike. The peasants of 

Midnapore refused to pay Union Board taxes. A powerful agitation led by 

Duggirala Gopalakrishnayya developed in Guntur district. 

 The whole population of Chirala, a town in that district, refused to pay municipal 

taxes and moved out of town. All village officers resigned in Peddanadipadu. In 

Malabar (northern Kerala) the Moplahs, or Muslim peasants, created a powerful 

anti-zamindar movement. 

 The Viceroy wrote to the Secretary of State in February 1919 that “The lower 

classes in the towns have been seriously affected by the Non-Cooperation 

Movement…. In certain areas the peasantry have been affected, particularly in 

parts of Assam valley, United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa, and Bengal.” 

 On 1 February 1922, Mahatma Gandhi announced that he would start mass civil 

disobedience, including non-payment of taxes, unless within seven days the 

political prisoners were released and the press freed from government control. 

 This mood of struggle was soon transformed into retreat. On 5 February, a 

Congress procession of 3000 peasants at Chauri Chaura, a village in the 

Gorakhpur District of Uttar Pradesh, was fired upon by the police. The angry 

crowd attacked and burnt the police station causing the death of 22 policemen. 
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Other incidents of violence by crowds had occurred earlier in different parts of 

the country. 

 Gandhiji was afraid that in this moment of popular ferment and excitement, the 

movement might easily take a violent turn. He was convinced that the nationalist 

workers had not yet properly understood nor learnt the practice of non-violence 

without which, he was convinced, civil disobedience could not be a success. 

 Apart from the fact that he would have nothing to do with violence, he also 

perhaps believed that the British would be able to easily crush a violent 

movement, for people had not yet built up enough strength and stamina to 

resist massive government repression. He therefore decided to suspend the 

nationalist campaign. 

 The Congress Working Committee met at Bardoli in Gujarat on 12 February, and 

passed a resolution stopping all activities which would lead to breaking of laws. 

It urged Congressmen to donate their time to the constructive programme—

popularization of the charkha, national schools, temperance, removal of 

untouchability and promotion of Hindu-Muslim unity. 

 The Bardoli resolution stunned the country and had a mixed reception among 

the bewildered nationalists. While some had implicit faith in Gandhiji and 

believed that the retreat was a part of the Gandhian strategy of struggle, others, 

especially the younger nationalists, resented this decision to retreat. 

 Many other young leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru had a similar reaction. But 

both the people and the leaders had faith in Gandhiji and did not want to 

publicly disobey him. They accepted his decision without open opposition. The 

first Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience Movement virtually came to an 

end. 
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 The last act of the drama was played when the government decided to take full 

advantage of the situation and to strike hard. It arrested Mahatma Gandhi on 10 

March 1922 and charged him with spreading disaffection against the 

government. Gandhiji was sentenced to six years’ imprisonment after a trial. 

 Very soon the Khilafat question also lost relevance. The people of Turkey rose 

up under the leadership of Mustafa Kamal Pasha and, in November 1922, 

deprived the Sultan of his political power. Kamal Pasha took many measures to 

modernize Turkey and to make it a secular state. 

 He abolished the Caliphate (or the institution of the Caliph) and separated the 

state from religion by eliminating Islam from the Constitution. He nationalized 

education, granted women extensive rights, introduced legal codes based on 

European models, took steps to develop agriculture and to introduce modern 

industries. All these steps broke the back of the Khilafat agitation. 

 The Khilafat agitation had made an important contribution to the non-

cooperation movement. It had brought urban Muslims into the nationalist 

movement and had been, thus, responsible in part for the feeling of nationalist 

enthusiasm and exhilaration that prevailed in the country in those days. 

 Some historians have criticised it for mixing religion with politics. As a result, 

they say, religious consciousness spread to politics, and in the long run, the 

forces of communalism were strengthened. This is true to some extent. There 

was, of course, nothing wrong in the nationalist movement taking up a demand 

that affected Muslims only. 

 It was inevitable that different sections of society would come to understand the 

need for freedom through their particular demands and experiences. The 

nationalist leadership, however, failed to some extent in raising the religious 
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political consciousness of the Muslims to the higher plane of secular political 

consciousness. 

 At the same time it should also be kept in view that the Khilafat agitation 

represented much wider feelings of the Muslims than their concern for the 

Caliph. It was in reality an aspect of the general spread of anti-imperialist 

feelings among the Muslims. These feelings found concrete expression on the 

Khilafat question. After all there was no protest in India when Kamal Pasha 

abolished the Caliphate in 1924. 

 It may be noted at this stage that even though the Non- Cooperation and Civil 

Disobedience Movement had ended in apparent failure, the national movement 

had been strengthened in more than one way. Nationalist sentiments and the 

national movement had now reached the remotest corners of the land. Millions 

of peasants, artisans and urban poor had been brought into the national 

movement. 

 All strata of Indian society had been politicized. Women had been drawn into the 

movement. It is this politicization and activation of millions of men and women 

that imparted a revolutionary character to the Indian national movement. 

 The British rule was based on the twin notions that the British ruled India for the 

good of the Indians and that it was invincible and incapable of being 

overthrown. The first notion was challenged by the moderate nationalists who 

developed a powerful economic critique of colonial rule. 

 It was now, during the mass phase of the national movement, that this critique 

was disseminated among the common people by youthful agitators through 

speeches, pamphlets, dramas, songs, prabhat pheries and newspapers. The 
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notion of invincibility of the British rule was challenged by satyagraha and mass 

struggle. 

 A major result of the Non-Cooperation Movement was that the Indian people 

lost their sense of fear—the brute strength of British power in India no longer 

frightened them. They had gained tremendous self-confidence and self-esteem, 

which no defeats and retreats could shake. 

 This was expressed by Gandhiji when he declared that “the fight that was 

commenced in 1920 is a fight to the finish, whether it lasts one month or one 

year or many months or many years.” 

11. The Swarajists: 

 Major developments in Indian politics occurred during 1922—28. Immediately, 

the withdrawal of the Non-Cooperation Movement led to demoralization in the 

nationalist ranks. Moreover, serious differences arose among the leaders who 

had to decide how to prevent the movement from lapsing into passivity. 

 One school of thought headed by R. Das and Motilal Nehru advocated a new line 

of political activity under the changed conditions. 

 They said that nationalists should end the boycott of the Legislative Councils, 

enter them, obstruct their working according to official plans, expose their 

weaknesses, transform them into arenas of political struggle and thus use them 

to arouse public enthusiasm. 

 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr Ansari, Babu Rajendra Prasad and others, known as 

‘no-changers’, opposed Council entry. They warned that legislative politics 

would lead to neglect of work among the masses, weaken nationalist fervour 

and create rivalries among the leaders. 
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 They, therefore, continued to emphasise the constructive programme of 

spinning, temperance, Hindu-Muslim unity, removal of untouchability and 

grassroots work in the villages and among the poor. This would, they said, 

gradually prepare the country for the new round of mass struggle. 

 In December 1922, Das and Motilal Nehru formed the Congress-Khilafat 

Swarajya Party with C.R. Das as president and Motilal Nehru as one of the 

secretaries. The new party was to function as a group within the Congress. It 

accepted the Congress programme except in one respect—it would take part in 

Council elections. 

 The Swarajists and the ‘no-changers’ now engaged in fierce political 

controversy. Even Gandhiji, who had been released on 5 February 1924 on 

grounds of health, failed in his efforts to unite them. But both were determined 

to avoid the disastrous experience of the 1907 split at Surat. On the advice of 

Gandhiji, the two groups agreed to remain in the Congress though they would 

work in their separate ways. 

 Even though the Swarajists had little time for preparations, they did very well in 

the election of November 1923. They won 42 seats out of the 101 elected seats 

in the Central Legislative Assembly. With the cooperation of other Indian groups 

they repeatedly out-voted the government in the Central Assembly and in 

several of the Provincial Councils. 

 They agitated through powerful speeches on questions of self-government, civil 

liberties and industrial development. In March 1925, they succeeded in electing 

Vithalbhai J. Patel, a leading nationalist leader, as the president (Speaker) of the 

Central Legislative Assembly. 
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 They filled the political void at a time when the national movement was 

recouping its strength. They also exposed the hollowness of the Reform Act of 

1919. But they failed to change the policies of the authoritarian Government of 

India and found it necessary to walk out of the Central Assembly first in March 

1926 and then in January 1930. 

 In the meanwhile, the ‘no-changers’ carried on quiet, constructive work. 

Symbolic of this work were hundreds of ashrams that came up all over the 

country where young men and women promoted charkha and khadi, and worked 

among the lower castes and tribal people. 

 Hundreds of National schools and colleges came up where young persons were 

trained in a non-colonial ideological framework. Moreover, constructive workers 

served as the backbone of the civil disobedience movements as their active 

organizers. 

 While the Swarajists and the ‘no-changers’ worked in their own separate ways, 

there was no basic difference between the two, and, because they kept on the 

best of terms and recognised each other’s anti-imperialist character, they could 

readily unite later when the time was ripe for a new national struggle. 

 Meanwhile, the nationalist movement and the Swarajists suffered another 

grievous blow in the death of C.R. Das in June 1925. 

 As the Non-Cooperation Movement petered out and the people felt frustrated, 

communalism reared its ugly head. The communal elements took advantage of 

the situation to propagate their views and after 1923 the country was repeatedly 

plunged into communal riots. 

 The Muslim League and the Hindu Mahasabha, which was founded in December 

1917, once again became active. The result was that the growing feeling that all 
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people were Indians first received a setback. Even the Swarajist Party, whose 

main leaders, Motilal Nehru and Das, were staunch nationalists, was split by 

communalism. 

 A group known as ‘responsivists’, including Madan Mohan Malaviya, Lala Lajpat 

Rai and N.C. Kelkar, offered cooperation to the government so that the so-

called Hindu interests might be safeguarded. They accused Motilal Nehru of 

letting down Hindus, of being anti-Hindu, of favouring cow-slaughter and of 

eating beef. 

 The Muslim communalists were no less active in fighting for the loaves and 

fishes of office. Gandhiji, who had repeatedly asserted that “Hindu-Muslim unity 

must be our creed for all time and under all circumstances” tried to intervene 

and improve the situation. 

 In September 1924, he went on a 21-day-fast at Delhi in Maulana Mohamed 

Ali’s house to do penance for the inhumanity revealed in the communal riots. 

But his efforts were of little avail. 

 The situation in the country appeared to be dark indeed. There was general 

political apathy; Gandhi was living in retirement, the Swarajists were split, 

communalism was flourishing. 

12. Civil Disobedience Movement: 

Civil Disobedience (1930-31) Phase I: 

 Civil disobedience of the laws of the unjust and tyrannical government is a 

strong and extreme form of political agitation according to Gandhi, which 

should be adopted only as a last resort. The Lahore Congress of 1929 had 

authorised the Working Committee to launch a programme of civil disobedience 
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including non-payment of taxes. The committee also invested Gandhi with full 

powers to launch the movement. 

 The 11 points ultimatum of Gandhiji to Lord Irwin after being ignored by the 

British Government made Gandhiji to launch the civil disobedience moment on 

12th March 1930 with his famous Dandi March. (From Sabarmati Ashram to 

Dandi on Gujarat coast). On 6th April, Gandhiji reached Dandi, picked up a 

handful of salt and broke the salt law as a symbol of the Indian people’s refusal 

to live under British made laws and therefore under British rule. 

 The movement now spread rapidly. Violation of salt laws all over the country 

was soon followed by defiance of forest laws in Maharashtra, Karnataka and the 

Central Provinces and the refusal to pay the rural Chaukidari tax in Eastern 

India. 

 The people joined hartals, demonstrations and the campaign to boycott foreign 

goods and to refuse to pay-taxes. In many parts of the country, the peasants 

refused to pay land revenue and rent and had their lands confiscated. A notable 

feature of the movement was the wide participation of women. 

 In North-western provinces, under the leadership of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, 

popularly known as ‘Frontier Gandhi’ the Pathans organised the society of 

Khudai Khidmatgars (or Servants of God) known popularly as Red Shirts. 

 They were pledged to non-violence and the freedom struggle. In North-East 

Rani Gaidilieu raised the banner of rebellion against foreign rule. The 

government resorted to ruthless repression, lathi changes and firing. Over 

90,000 Satyagrahis, including Gandhiji and other congress leaders were 

imprisoned and Congress declared illegal. 
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 Gandhi-lrwin Pact was signed in March 1931 due to the efforts of Sir Tej 

Bahadur Sapru, Dr. Jayakar and others to bring about a compromise between the 

government and the Congress. The Government agreed to withdraw all 

ordinances and end prosecutions, release all plitical prisoners, restore the 

confiscated property of the Satyagrahis and permitted the free collection or 

manufacture of salt. The Congress in turn agreed to suspend the civil 

disobedience movement and to participate in the Second Round-Table 

conference. 

Phase II of Civil disobedience Movement (1932-34): 

 On his return to India after the 2nd Round Table Conference Gandhiji resumed 

the Civil Disobedience movement in January 1932. The Congress was declared 

illegal by the government and it arrested most of the leading Congress leaders. 

 The movement was gaining strength when it was suddenly side tracked with the 

announcement of Communal Award (1932) by the British Prime-minister 

Ramsay Mac Donald. The movement gradually waned. The Congress officially 

suspended the movement in May 1933 and withdrew it in May 1934. 

Significance of Civil disobedience movement: 

1. It had the objective of achieving complete independence 

2. It involved deliberate violation of law and was evidently more militant 

3. There was wide participation of women. 

4. It was not marked by the same Hindu-Muslim unity which was witnessed during 

Non-cooperation movement. 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

 

 

History - Current Affairs 

 

100th anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh massacre 

 

The cold-blooded massacre at Amritsar’s Jallianwala Bagh on April 13, 1919 (Baisakhi 

day) completed its 100 years in 2019. It marked a defining moment in the history of 

modern India and made the British presence morally untenable. 

 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 

 It is now a part of the world’s archives of state led crime. Troops under the 

command of Brigadier general (temporary rank) Reginald Dyer entered the 

garden, blocking the main entrance after them, took up position on a raised 

bank and on Dyer’s orders fired on the crowd for some 10 minutes, discharging 

1,650 bullets at the peaceful protestors. They stopped only when the 

ammunition supply was almost exhausted. This event embodied a nation’s 

death-defying dignity in pain and hurt. 

 It was an occasion to shed a silent tear for each of the innocent Indians who lost 

their lives on that Baisakhi day and a mournful moment of reflection on colonial 

cruelty and irrational anger. 

Causes of the event: 
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 The massacre was the result of the Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes Act of 

1919, famously known as the Rowlatt Act. 

 Rowlatt Act curbed, in the name of war-time discipline, every conceivable civil 

liberty. This act enabled stricter control of the press, arrests without warrant, 

indefinite detention without trial. It empowered the police to search a place and 

arrest any person they disapproved of without warrant. 

 The civilians assembled for a peaceful protest to condemn the arrest and 

deportation of two national leaders, Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew. 

Aftermath of the massacre: 

 Following the massacre, the Hunter Commission was appointed to investigate 

into the matter. The Commission in 1920 held Dyer guilty for his actions. 

 The Bengali poet and Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore renounced the 

knighthood that he had received in 1915. 

 Gandhi was initially hesitant to act, but he soon began organizing his first 

large-scale and sustained nonviolent protest (satyagraha) campaign, the non-

cooperation movement (1920–22), which thrust him to prominence in the Indian 

nationalist struggle. 

 

Konyak Dance 

During the Aoling Monyu festival, 4,700 Konyak Naga women danced together to set 

world record. The programme was organised to welcome the spring with an aim to 

preserve the cultural heritage of the people and also to promote tourism. 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

In an attempt to set a Guinness World Record for the "Largest Traditional Konyak 

Dance display", around 4700 women of Konyak tribe dressed in their traditional attires 

danced to the beats of traditional instruments and sang a ceremonial song for 5:01 

minutes under the theme “Empowering Women for Cultural Heritage”. 

 

What is Konyak? 

 Konyak is one of the 16 Naga tribes and people of this community live mainly in 

the Mon district of Nagaland. It is one of the largest Naga tribe of Nagaland and 

their head hunting tradition is widely popular and known. 

 They are easily distinguishable from other Naga tribes by their pierced ears; and 

tattoos which they have all over their faces, hands, chests, arms, and calves.  

Aoling Monyu festival 

 It is a major festival of Konyak Naga tribe celebrated in first week of the April 

every year. Being on the border of Myanmar, the neighbouring country also 

witnesses the pomp and gay of the Aoling Monyu festival. 

 The festival is divided into three segments – 1st 3 days for weaving, feasting 

and sacrificing; 4th day for singing, dancing and head hunting; last 2 days for 

cleansing the house and the community for re-establishment of daily life. It also 

coincides with the start of Konak New Year. It is basically a harvest festival. 

Purpose of this festival: 

 To forgive each other so that everyone can work together and welcome the 

oncoming season of spring. 
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 Aoling is a time to offer sincere prayers to divine spirits for a good harvest. The 

people firmly believe in the generosity of the divine spirits who in turn blesses 

the people and their land. 

 People also make small sacrifices of domestic animals for the respective 

purpose. 

Difference between Hornbill festival and Aoling Monyu festival 

 The Hornbill festival, which is often cited as festival of all festivals, celebrates 

the cultures of all the 17 tribes in Nagaland. However, Aoling is celebrated by a 

single tribe (Konyak) of Nagaland. 

 

Kochi-Muziris Biennale 

Fourth edition of Asia’s biggest contemporary art festival, the Kochi-Muziris Biennale – 

a 108-day event in December 2018 

More on news 

 The exhibition was held at nine venues, eight of which are centred around West 

Kochi and Mattancherry at the confluence of Arabian Sea with Lake Vembanad, 

the longest lake in India. 

 The theme for the 2018 biennale was “Possibilities for a Non-Alienated Life,” 

with Anita Dube, a contemporary artist, as its curator. 

 About 100 artists from over 36 countries are participating in the art show 

known for its photo exhibitions, film screenings, paintings, installations, art 

education programs, and workshops. 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

Kochi-Muziris Biennale 

 Inspired by renowned art festivals like the Venice Biennale, the Kochi-Muziris 

Biennale is the first biennale of India, providing a platform to showcase new 

artistic practices of the subcontinent and the world. 

 The Kochi Biennale Foundation has hosted the festival since 2012 with the 

support of the state government and a few businesses. 

What is the objective of the Biennale? 

 To create a new language of cosmopolitanism and modernity that is rooted in 

the lived and living experience of Kochi. 

 To establish itself as a centre for artistic engagement in India by drawing from 

the rich tradition of public action and public engagement in Kerala. 

 To reflect the new confidence of Indian people who are slowly, but surely, 

building a new society that aims to be liberal, inclusive, egalitarian and 

democratic. 

 To explore the hidden energies latent in India’s past and present artistic 

traditions and invent a new language of coexistence and cosmopolitanism that 

celebrates the multiple identities people live with. 

 

 

History - The Nationalist Movement (1905-18) 

 

Beginning of Modern Nationalism, National movement (1905-1918) 
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1. Introduction to Nationalist Movement (1905-18): 

 Gradually, over the years, the trend of militant nationalism (also known as 

Extremism) had been growing in the country. It found expression in the 

movement against the partition of Bengal in 1905. 

 The Indian national movement even in its early days had increasingly made a 

large number of people conscious of the evils of foreign domination and of the 

need for fostering patriotism. It had imparted the necessary political training to 

the educated Indians. It had, in fact, changed the temper of the people and 

created a new life in the country. 

 At the same time, the failure of the British government to accept any of the 

important demands of the nationalists produced disillusionment among the 

politically conscious people with the principles and methods of the dominant 

moderate leadership. 

 Instead of conciliating the moderate nationalists, the British rulers denigrated 

and looked down upon them. Consequently, there was a strong demand for 

more vigorous political action and methods than those of meetings, petitions, 

memorials and speeches in the legislative councils. 

 

 

2. Recognition of the True Nature of British Rule: 

 The politics of the moderate nationalists were founded on the belief that British 

rule could be reformed from within. But the spread of knowledge regarding 
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political and economic questions gradually undermined this belief. The political 

agitation of the moderates was itself responsible for this to a large extent. 

 The nationalist writers and agitators blamed the British rule for the poverty of 

the people. Politically conscious Indians were convinced that the purpose of the 

British rule was to exploit India economically, that is, to enrich England at the 

cost of India. They realised that India could make little progress in the economic 

field unless British imperialism was replaced by a government controlled and 

run by the Indian people. 

 In particular, the nationalists came to see that Indian industries could not 

flourish except under an Indian government, which could protect and promote 

them. The evil economic consequences of foreign rule were symbolized in the 

eyes of the people by the disastrous famines which ravaged India from 1896 to 

1900 and took a toll of over 90 lakhs of lives. 

 The political events of the years 1892—1905 also disappointed the nationalists 

and made them think of more radical politics. On the other hand, even the 

existing political rights of the people were attacked. In 1898, a law was passed 

making it an offence to excite “feelings of disaffection” towards the foreign 

government. 

 In 1899, the number of Indian members in the Calcutta Corporation was 

reduced. In 1904, the Indian Official Secrets Act was passed restricting the 

freedom of the press. The Natu brothers were deported in 1897 without being 

tried; even the charges against them were not made public. 

 In the same year, Lokamanya Tilak and other newspaper editors were sentenced 

to long terms of imprisonment for arousing the people against the foreign 
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government. Thus, the people found that, instead of giving them wider political 

rights, the rulers were taking away even their few existing ones. 

 The anti-Congress attitude of Lord Curzon convinced the people more and more 

that it was useless to expect any political and economic advancement as long as 

Britain ruled India. Even the moderate leader Gokhale complained that “the 

bureaucracy was growing frankly selfish and openly hostile to national 

aspirations.” 

 Even socially and culturally, the British rule was no longer progressive. Primary 

and technical education was not making any progress. At the same time, the 

officials were becoming suspicious of higher education and were even trying to 

discourage its spread in the country. 

 The Indian Universities Act of 1904 was seen by the nationalists as an attempt 

to bring Indian universities under tighter official control and to check the growth 

of higher education. 

 Thus an increasing number of Indians were getting convinced that self-

government was essential for the sake of the economic, political and cultural 

progress of the country and that political enslavement meant stunting the 

growth of the Indian people. 

 

 

3. Growth of Self-Respect and Self-Confidence: 

 By the end of the nineteenth century, the Indian nationalists had grown in self-

respect and self-confidence. They had acquired faith in their capacity to govern 

themselves and in the future development of their country. Leaders like Tilak, 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

Aurobindo Ghose and Bipin Chandra Pal preached the message of self-respect 

and asked the nationalists to rely on the character and capacities of the Indian 

people. 

 

 

4. Grow of Education and Unemployment: 

 By the close of the nineteenth century, the number of educated Indians had 

increased perceptibly. Large numbers of them worked in the administration on 

extremely low salaries, while many others increasingly faced unemployment. 

Their economic plight made them look critically at the nature of British rule. 

Many of them were attracted by radical nationalist politics. 

 Even more important was the ideological aspect of the spread of education. The 

larger the number of educated Indians, the larger was the area of influence of 

western ideas of democracy, nationalism and radicalism. 

 The educated Indians became the best propagators and followers of militant 

nationalism both because they were low- paid or unemployed and because they 

were educated in modern thought and politics, and in European and world 

history. 

 

 

5. International Influences: 
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 Several events abroad during this period tended to encourage the growth of 

militant nationalism in India. The rise of modern Japan after 1868 showed that a 

backward Asian country could develop itself without western control. 

 In a matter of a few decades, the Japanese leaders made their country a first-

rate industrial and military power, introduced universal primary education and 

evolved an efficient, modern administration. 

  

 The defeat of the Italian army by the Ethiopians in 1896 and of Russia by Japan 

in 1905 exploded the myth of European superiority. Everywhere in Asia, people 

heard with enthusiasm the news of the victory of a small Asian country over one 

of the biggest military powers of Europe. 

 

 

6. Existence of a Militant Nationalist School of Thought: 

 From almost the beginning of the national movement a school of militant 

nationalism had existed in the country. This school was represented by leaders 

like Rajnarain Bose and Ashwini Kumar Dutt in Bengal and Vishnu Shastri 

Chiplunkar in Maharashtra. The most outstanding representative of this school 

was Bal Gangadhar Tilak later popularly known as Lokamanya Tilak. 

 He was born in 1856. From the day of his graduation from Bombay University, 

he devoted his entire life to the service of his country. He helped to found 

during the 1880s the New English School, which later became the Fergusson 
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College, and the newspapers the Mahratta (in English) and the Kesari (in 

Marathi). 

 From 1889, he edited the Kesari and preached nationalism in its columns and 

taught people to become courageous, self-reliant and selfless fighters in the 

cause of India’s independence. 

 In 1893, he started using the traditional religious Ganpati festival to propagate 

nationalist ideas through songs and speeches, and in 1895, he started the 

Shivaji festival to stimulate nationalism among young Maharashtrians by holding 

up the example of Shivaji for emulation. 

 During 1896-97 he initiated a no-tax campaign in Maharashtra. He asked the 

famine-stricken peasants of Maharashtra to withhold payment of land revenue if 

their crops had failed. He set a real example of boldness and sacrifices when the 

authorities arrested him in 1897 on the charge of spreading hatred and 

disaffection against the government. 

 He refused to apologies to the government and was sentenced to 18 months’ 

rigorous imprisonment. Thus he became a living symbol of the new national 

spirit of self-sacrifice. At the dawn of the twentieth century, the school of 

militant nationalists found a favourable political climate and its adherents came 

forward to lead the second stage of the national movement. 

 The most outstanding leaders of militant nationalism, apart from Lokamanya 

Tilak, were Bipin Chandra Pal, Aurobindo Ghose and Lala Lajpat Rai. The 

distinctive political aspects of the programme of the militant nationalists were 

as follows. 

 They believed that Indians themselves must work out their own salvation and 

make the effort to rise from their degraded position. They declared that great 
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sacrifices and sufferings were needed for this task. Their speeches, writings and 

political work were full of boldness and self-confidence, and they considered no 

personal sacrifice too great for the good of their country. 

 They denied that India could progress under the ‘benevolent guidance’ and 

control of the English. They deeply hated foreign rule, and they declared in a 

clear-cut manner that swaraj or independence was the goal of the national 

movement. 

 They had deep faith in the strength of the masses and they planned to achieve 

swaraj through mass action. They, therefore, pressed for political work among 

the masses and for direct political action by the masses. 

 

 

7. A Trained Leadership: 

 By 1905 India possessed a large number of leaders who had acquired during the 

previous period valuable experience in guiding political agitations and leading 

political struggles. Without a trained band of political workers it would have 

been difficult to take the national movement to a higher political stage. 

 

 

8. The Partition of Bengal: 

 The conditions for the emergence of militant nationalism had thus developed 

when in 1905 the partition of Bengal was announced and the Indian national 

movement entered its second stage. 
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 On 20 July 1905, Lord Curzon issued an order dividing the province of Bengal 

into two parts: Eastern Bengal and Assam with a population of 31 million, and 

the rest of Bengal with a population of 54 million, of whom 18 million were 

Bengalis and 36 million Biharis and Oriyas. 

 It was said that the existing province of Bengal was too big to be efficiently 

administered by a single provincial government. However, the officials who 

worked out the plan had also other political ends in view. They hoped to stem 

the rising tide of nationalism in Bengal, considered at the time to be the nerve 

centre of Indian nationalism. 

 Risley, Home Secretary to the Government of India, wrote in an official note on 6 

December 1904: 

 Bengal united is a power. Bengal divided will pull in several different ways. That 

is what the Congress leaders feel: their apprehensions are perfectly correct and 

they form one of the great merits of the scheme. … One of our main objects is 

to split up and thereby to weaken a solid body of opponents to our rule. 

 The Indian National Congress and the nationalists of Bengal firmly opposed the 

partition. Within Bengal, different sections of the population——zamindars, 

merchants, lawyers, students, the city poor and even women—rose up in 

spontaneous opposition to the partition of their province. 

 The nationalists saw the act of partition as a challenge to Indian nationalism and 

not merely an administrative measure. They saw that it was a deliberate attempt 

to divide the Bengalis territorially and on religious grounds—for in the Eastern 

part Muslims would be a big majority and in the Western part, Hindus—and thus 

to disrupt and weaken nationalism in Bengal. 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

 It would also be a big blow to the growth of Bengali language and culture. They 

pointed out that administrative efficiency could have been better secured by 

separating the Hindi-speaking Bihar and the Oriya-speaking Orissa from the 

Bengali-speaking part of the province. 

 Moreover, the official step had been taken in utter disregard of public opinion. 

Thus the vehemence of Bengal’s protest against the partition is explained by the 

fact that it was a blow to the sentiments of a very sensitive and courageous 

people. 

 

 

9. The Anti-Partition Movement: 

 The Anti-Partition Movement was the work of the entire national leadership of 

Bengal and not of any one section of the movement. Its most prominent leaders 

at the initial stage were moderate leaders like Surendranath Banerjea and 

Krishna Kumar Mitra; militant and revolutionary nationalists took over in the 

later stages. 

 In fact, both the moderate and militant nationalists cooperated with one another 

during the course of the movement. 

 The Anti-Partition Movement was initiated on 7 August 1905. On that day a 

massive demonstration against the partition was organised in the Town Hall in 

Calcutta. From this meeting delegate dispersed to spread the movement to the 

rest of the province. 
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 The partition took effect on 16 October 1905. The leaders of the protest 

movement declared it to be a day of national mourning throughout Bengal. It 

was observed as a day of fasting. There was a hartal in Calcutta. 

 People walked barefooted and bathed in the Ganga in the early morning hours. 

Rabindranath Tagore composed the national song, ‘Amar Sonar Bangla,’ for the 

occasion, which was sung by huge crowds parading the streets. 

 This song was adopted as its national anthem by Bangladesh in 1971 after 

liberation. The streets of Calcutta were full of the cries of ‘Bande Mataram’ 

which overnight became the national song of Bengal and which was soon to 

become the theme song of the national movement. 

 The ceremony of Raksha Bandhan was utilised in a new way. Hindus and 

Muslims tied the rakhi on one another’s wrists as a symbol of the unbreakable 

unity of the Bengalis and of the two halves of Bengal. 

 In the afternoon, there was a great demonstration when the veteran leader 

Ananda Mohan Bose laid the foundation of a Federation Hall to mark the 

indestructible unity of Bengal. He addressed a crowd of over 50,000. 

 

 

10. The Swadeshi and Boycott: 

 The Bengal leaders felt that mere demonstrations, public meetings and 

resolutions were not likely to have much effect on the rulers. More positive 

action that would reveal the intensity of popular feelings and exhibit them at 

their best was needed. The answer was Swadeshi and Boycott. 
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 Mass meetings were held all over Bengal where Swadeshi or the use of Indian 

goods and the boycott of British goods were proclaimed and pledged. In many 

places the public burning of foreign cloth was organised and shops selling 

foreign cloth were picketed. The Swadeshi Movement was an immense success. 

According to Surendranath Banerjea: 

 Swadeshism during the days of its potency coloured the entire texture of our 

social and domestic life. Marriage presents that included foreign goods, the like 

of which could be manufactured at home, were returned. 

 Priests would often decline to officiate at ceremonies where foreign articles were 

offered as oblations to the gods. Guests would refuse to participate in festivities 

where foreign salt or foreign sugar was used. 

 An important aspect of the Swadeshi Movement was the emphasis placed on 

self-reliance or Atma sakti. Self-reliance meant assertion of national dignity, 

honour and self-confidence. In the economic field, it meant fostering 

indigenous industrial and other enterprises. 

 Many textile mills, soap and match factories, handloom-weaving concerns, 

national banks and insurance companies were opened. Acharya EC. Ray 

organised his famous Bengal Chemical Swadeshi Stores. Even the great poet 

Rabindranath Tagore helped to open a Swadeshi store. 

 The Swadeshi Movement had several consequences in the realm of culture. 

There was a flowering of nationalist poetry, prose and journalism. The patriotic 

songs written at the time by poets like Rabindranath Tagore, Rajani Kant Sen, 

Syed Abu Mohammed and Mukunda Das are sung in Bengal to this day. Another 

self-reliant, constructive activity undertaken at the time was that of National 

Education. 
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 National educational institutions where literary, technical or physical education 

was imparted were opened by nationalists who’ regarded the existing system of 

education as denationalizing and, in any case, inadequate. On 15 August 1906, 

a National Council of Education was set up. A National College with Aurobindo 

Ghose as Principal was started in Calcutta. 

 

 

11. The Role of Students, Women, Muslims and the Masses: 

 A prominent part in the Swadeshi agitation was played by the students of 

Bengal. They practiced and propagated Swadeshi and took the lead in 

organising picketing of shops selling foreign cloth. The government made every 

attempt to suppress the students. 

 Orders were issued to penalize those schools and colleges whose students took 

an active part in the Swadeshi agitation; their grants-in-aid and other privileges 

were to be withdrawn, they were to be disaffiliated, their students were not to 

be permitted to compete for scholarships and were to be barred from all service 

under the government. 

 Disciplinary action was taken against students found guilty of participating in 

the nationalist agitation. Many of them were fined, expelled from schools and 

colleges, arrested and sometimes beaten by the police with lathis. The students, 

however, refused to be cowed down. 

 A remarkable aspect of the Swadeshi agitation was the active participation of 

women in the movement. The traditionally home-centred women of the urban 
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middle classes joined processions and picketing. From then on they were to 

take an active part in the nationalist movement. 

 Many prominent Muslims joined the Swadeshi Movement including Abdul Rasul, 

the famous barrister; Liaquat Hussain, the popular agitator; and Guznavi, the 

businessman. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad joined one of the revolutionary terrorist 

groups. 

 Many other middle-and upper-class Muslims, however, remained neutral or, led 

by the Nawab of Dhaka (who was given a loan of Rs 14 lakh by the Government 

of India) even supported Partition on the plea that East Bengal would have a 

Muslim majority. 

 In this communal attitude, the Nawab of Dhaka and others were encouraged by 

the officials. In a speech at Dhaka, Lord Curzon declared that one of the reasons 

for the partition was “to invest the Mohammedans in Eastern Bengal with a unity 

which they have not enjoyed since the days of the old Mussalman Viceroys and 

Kings.” 

 

 

12. All-India Aspect of the Movement: 

 The cry of Swadeshi and Swaraj was soon taken up by other provinces of India. 

Movements in support of Bengal’s unity and boycott of foreign goods were 

organised in Bombay, Madras and northern India. The leading role in spreading 

the Swadeshi Movement to the rest of the country was played by Tilak. 

 Tilak quickly saw that with the inauguration of this movement in Bengal, a new 

chapter in the history of Indian nationalism had opened. Here was a challenge 
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and an opportunity to lead a popular struggle against the British Raj and to 

unite the entire country in one bond of common sympathy. 

 

 

13 Growth of Militancy: 

 The leadership of the Anti-Partition Movement soon passed to militant 

nationalists like Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal and Aurobindo Ghose. This was due to 

many factors. 

 First, the early movement of protest led by the moderates failed to yield results. 

Even the liberal Secretary of State John Morley, from whom much was expected 

by the moderate nationalists, declared the Partition to be a settled fact which 

would not be changed. 

 Second, the governments of the two Bengals, particularly of East Bengal, made 

active efforts to divide Hindus and Muslims. Seeds of Hindu- Muslim disunity in 

Bengal politics were perhaps sown at this time. This embittered the nationalists. 

 But, most of all, it was the repressive policy of the government which led people 

to militant and revolutionary politics. The Government of East Bengal, in 

particular, tried to crush the nationalist movement. Official attempts at 

preventing student participation in the Swadeshi agitation have already been 

mentioned above. 

 The singing of Bande Mataram in public streets in East Bengal was banned. 

Public meetings were restricted and sometimes forbidden. Laws controlling the 
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press were enacted. Swadeshi workers were prosecuted and imprisoned for long 

periods. Many students were even awarded corporal punishment. 

 From 1906 to 1909, more than 550 political cases came up before the Bengal 

courts. Prosecutions against a large number of nationalist newspapers were 

launched and freedom of the press was completely suppressed. Military police 

was stationed in many towns where it clashed with the people. 

 One of the most notorious examples of repression was the police assault on the 

peaceful delegates of the Bengal Provincial Conference at Barisal in April 1906. 

Many of the young volunteers were severely beaten up and the Conference itself 

was forcibly dispersed. In December 1908, nine Bengal leaders, including the 

venerable Krishna Kumar Mitra and Ashwini Kumar Dutt, were deported. 

 Earlier, in 1907, Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh had been deported following riots 

in the canal colonies of the Punjab. In 1908, the great Tilak was again arrested 

and given the savage sentence of 6 years’ imprisonment. Chidambaram Pillai in 

Madras and Harisarvottam Rao and others in Andhra were put behind bars. 

 As the militant nationalists came to the fore, they gave the call for passive 

resistance in addition to Swadeshi and Boycott. 

 They asked the people to refuse to cooperate with the government and to 

boycott government service, the courts, government schools and colleges, and 

municipalities and legislative councils, and thus, as Aurobindo Ghose put it, “to 

make the administration under present conditions impossible.” 

 The militant nationalists tried to transform the Swadeshi and Anti-Partition 

agitation into a mass movement and gave the slogan of independence from 

foreign rule. 
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 Aurobindo Ghose openly declared: “Political freedom is the life breath of a 

nation.” 

 Thus, the question of the partition of Bengal became a secondary one and the 

question of India’s freedom became the central question of Indian politics. The 

militant nationalists also gave the call for self-sacrifice without which no great 

aim could be achieved. 

 It should be remembered, however, that the militant nationalists also failed in 

giving a positive lead to the people. They were not able to give effective 

leadership or to create an effective organisation to guide their movement. 

 They aroused the people but did not know how to harness or utilise the newly-

released energies of the people or to find new forms of political struggle. 

Passive resistance and non- cooperation remained mere ideas. 

 They also failed to reach the real masses of the country, the peasants. Their 

movement remained confined to the urban lower and middle classes and 

zamindars. They had come to a political dead end by the beginning of 1908. 

 Consequently, the government succeeded to a large extent in suppressing them. 

Their movement could not survive the arrest of their main leader Tilak, and the 

retirement from active politics of Bipin Chandra Pal and Aurobindo Ghose. But 

the upsurge of nationalist sentiments could not die. 

 People had been aroused from their slumber of centuries; they had learned to 

take a bold and fearless attitude in politics. They had acquired self- confidence 

and self-reliance and learnt to participate in new forms of mass mobilisation 

and political action. They now waited for a new movement to arise. Moreover, 

they were able to learn valuable lessons from their experience. 
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 Gandhiji wrote later that “after the Partition, people saw that petitions must be 

backed up by force, and that they must be capable of suffering.” The Anti-

Partition agitation in fact marked a great revolutionary leap forward for Indian 

nationalism. The later national movement was to draw heavily on its legacy. 

14. Growth of Revolutionary Nationalism: 

 Government repression and frustration caused by the failure of the Indian 

leadership to provide a positive lead to the people ultimately resulted in 

revolutionary terrorism. The youth of Bengal found all avenues of peaceful 

protest and political action blocked and out of desperation they fell back upon 

individual heroic action and the cult of the bomb. 

 They no longer believed that passive resistance could achieve nationalist aims. 

The British must, therefore, be physically expelled. As the Yugantar wrote on 22 

April 1906 after the Barisal Conference: “The remedy lies with the people 

themselves. The 30 crores of people inhabiting India must raise their 60 crores 

of hands to stop this curse of oppression. Force must be stopped by force.” But 

the revolutionary young men did not try to generate a mass revolution. 

 Instead, they decided to copy the methods of the Irish terrorists and the Russian 

Nihilists, that is, to assassinate unpopular officials. A beginning had been made 

in this direction when, in 1897, the Chapekar brothers assassinated two 

unpopular British officials at Poona. 

 In 1904, VD. Savarkar had organised the Abhinava Bharat, a secret society of 

revolutionaries. After 1905, several newspapers had begun to advocate 

revolutionary terrorism. The Sandhya and the Yugantar in Bengal and the Kal in 

Maharashtra were the most prominent among them. 
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 In December 1907 an attempt was made on the life of the Lieutenant-Governor 

of Bengal, and in April 1908 Khudiram Bose and Prafulla Chaki threw a bomb at 

a carriage which they believed was occupied by Kingsford, the unpopular Judge 

at Muzaffarpur. 

 Prafulla Chaki shot himself dead while Khudiram Bose was tried and hanged. 

The era of revolutionary terrorism had begun. Many secret societies of terrorist 

youth came into existence. 

 The most famous of these were the Anushilan Samiti whose Dhaka Section alone 

had 500 branches, and soon revolutionary terrorist societies became active in 

the rest of the country as well. They became so bold as to throw a bomb at the 

Viceroy Lord Hardinge, while he was riding on an elephant in a state procession 

at Delhi. The Viceroy was wounded. 

 The revolutionaries also established centres of activity abroad. In London, the 

lead was taken by Shyamaji Krishnavarma, VD. Savarkar and Har Dayal, while in 

Europe Madame Cama and Ajit Singh were the prominent leaders. 

 Terrorism too gradually petered out. In fact, terrorism as a political weapon was 

bound to fail. It could not mobilise the masses; in fact, it had no base among 

the people. But the terrorists did make a valuable contribution to the growth of 

nationalism in India. 

 As a historian has put it, “they gave us back the pride of our manhood.” Because 

of their heroism, the terrorists became immensely popular among their 

compatriots even though most of the politically conscious people did not agree 

with their political approach. 

15. The Indian National Congress (1905-1914): 
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 The agitation against the partition of Bengal made a deep impact on the Indian 

National Congress. All sections of the National Congress united in opposing the 

Partition. At its session of 1905, Gokhale, the President of the Congress, roundly 

condemned the Partition as well as the reactionary regime of Curzon. The 

National Congress also supported the Swadeshi and Boycott movement of 

Bengal. 

 There was much public debate and disagreement between the moderate and the 

militant nationalists. The latter wanted to extend the Swadeshi and Boycott 

movement from Bengal to the rest of the country, and to extend the boycott to 

every form of association with the colonial government. 

 The moderates wanted to confine the Boycott movement to Bengal and even 

there to limit it to the boycott of foreign goods. There was a tussle between the 

two groups for the president-ship of the National Congress for that year (1906). 

In the end, Dadabhai Naoroji, respected by all nationalists as a great patriot, was 

chosen as a compromise. 

 Dadabhai electrified the nationalist ranks by openly declaring in his presidential 

address that the goal of the Indian national movement was ” Self-government’ 

or Swaraj like that of the United Kingdom or the Colonies.” 

 But the differences dividing the two wings of the nationalist movement could 

not be kept in check for long. Many of the moderate nationalists did not keep 

pace with events. They were not able to see that their outlook and methods, 

which had served a real purpose in the past, were no longer adequate. 

 They had failed to advance to the new stage of the national movement. The 

militant nationalists, on the other hand, were not willing to be held back. The 
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split between the two came at the Surat session of the National Congress in 

December 1907. 

 The moderate leaders having captured the machinery of the Congress excluded 

the militant elements from it. But, in the long run, the split did not prove useful 

to either party. The moderate leaders lost touch with the younger generation of 

nationalists. 

 The British government played the game of ‘divide and rule’. While suppressing 

the militant nationalists, it tried to win over moderate nationalist opinion so that 

the militant nationalists could be isolated and suppressed. 

 To placate the moderate nationalists, it announced constitutional concessions 

through the Indian Councils Act of 1909 which are known as the Morley-Minto 

Reforms of 1909. In 1911, the government also announced the annulment of 

the Partition of Bengal. 

 Western and Eastern Bengals were to be reunited while a new province 

consisting of Bihar and Orissa was to be created. At the same time the seat of 

the central government was shifted from Calcutta to Delhi. The Morley-Minto 

Reforms increased the number of elected members in the Imperial Legislative 

Council and the provincial councils. 

 But most of the elected members were elected indirectly, by the provincial 

councils in the case of the Imperial Council and by municipal committees and 

district boards in the case of the provincial councils. Some of the elected seats 

were reserved for landlords and British capitalists in India. 

 For instance, of the 68 members of the Imperial Legislative Council, 36 were 

officials and 5 were nominated non-officials. Of the 27 elected members, 6 were 
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to represent the big landlords and 2 the British capitalists. Moreover, the 

reformed councils still enjoyed no real power, being merely advisory bodies. 

 The reforms in no way changed the undemocratic and foreign character of 

British rule, or the fact of foreign economic exploitation of the country. They 

were, in fact, not designed to democratize Indian administration. 

 Morley openly declared at the time: “If it could be said that this chapter of 

reforms led directly or necessarily to the establishment of a parliamentary 

system in India, I for one would have nothing at all to do with it.” 

 The real purpose of the Reforms of 1909 was to confuse the moderate 

nationalists, to divide the nationalist ranks and to check the growth of unity 

among Indians. 

 The Reforms also introduced the system of separate electorates under which all 

Muslims were grouped in separate constituencies from which Muslims alone 

could be elected. This was done in the name of protecting the Muslim minority. 

But, in reality, this was a part of the policy of dividing Hindus and Muslims, and 

thus maintaining British supremacy in India. 

 The system of separate electorates was based on the notion that the political 

and economic interests of Hindus and Muslims were separate. This notion was 

unscientific because religions cannot be the basis of political and economic 

interests or of political groupings. What is even more important, this system 

proved extremely harmful in practice. 

 It checked the progress of India’s unification which had been a continuous 

historical process. It became a potent factor in the growth of communalism—

both Muslim and Hindu—in the country. 
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 Instead of removing the educational and economic backwardness of the middle-

class Muslims and thus integrating them into the mainstream of Indian 

nationalism, the system of separate electorates tended to perpetuate their 

isolation from the developing nationalist movement. It encouraged separatist 

tendencies. 

 It prevented people from concentrating on economic and political problems 

which were common to all Indians, Hindu or Muslim. 

 The moderate nationalists did not fully support the Morley-Minto Reforms. They 

soon realised that the Reforms had not really granted much. But they decided to 

cooperate with the government in working out the Reforms. 

 This cooperation with the government and their opposition to the programme of 

the militant nationalists proved very costly to them. They gradually lost the 

respect and support of the public and were reduced to a small political group. 

16. The Nationalists and the First World War: 

 In June 1914, the First World War broke out between Great Britain, France, 

Russia and Japan on one side (joined later by Italy and USA), and Germany, 

Austria-Hungary and Turkey on the other. In India the years of the War marked 

the maturing of nationalism. 

 In the beginning, the Indian nationalist leaders, including Lokamanya Tilak, who 

had been released in June 1914, decided to support the war effort of the 

government in the mistaken belief that grateful Britain would repay India’s 

loyalty with gratitude and enable India to take a long step forward on the road 

to self-government. 
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 They did not realise fully that the different powers were fighting the First World 

War precisely to safeguard their existing colonies. 

17. The Home Rule Leagues: 

 At the same time, many Indian leaders saw clearly that the government was not 

likely to give any real concessions unless popular pressure was brought to bear 

upon it. Hence, a real mass political movement was necessary. Some other 

factors were leading the nationalist movement in the same direction. 

 The World War, involving mutual struggle between the imperialist powers of 

Europe, destroyed the myth of the racial superiority of western nations over the 

Asian peoples. Moreover, the War led to increased misery among the poorer 

classes of Indians. For them the War had meant heavy taxation and soaring 

prices of the daily necessities of life. 

 They were getting ready to join any militant movement of protest. Consequently, 

the war years were years of intense nationalist political agitation. But this mass 

agitation could not be carried out under the leadership of the Indian National 

Congress, which had become, under moderate leadership, a passive and inert 

political organisation with no political work among the people to its credit. 

 Therefore, two Home Rule Leagues were started in 1915-16, one under the 

leadership of Lokamanya Tilak and the other under the leadership of Annie 

Besant, an English admirer of Indian culture and the Indian people, and S. 

Subramaniya Iyer. 

 The two Home Rule Leagues worked in cooperation and carried out intense 

propaganda all over the country in favour of the demand for the grant of Home 

Rule or self- government to India after the War. 
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 It was during this agitation that Tilak gave the popular slogan: 

 “Home Rule is my birthright, and I will have it.” The two Leagues made rapid 

progress and the cry of Home Rule resounded throughout the length and 

breadth of India. 

 Many moderate nationalists, who were dissatisfied with the Congress inactivity, 

joined the Home Rule agitation. The Home Rule Leagues soon attracted the 

government’s anger. In June 1917, Annie Besant was arrested. Popular protest 

forced the government to release her in September 1917. 

 The war period also witnessed the growth of the revolutionary movement. The 

terrorist groups spread from Bengal and Maharashtra to the whole of northern 

India. Moreover, many Indians began to plan a violent rebellion to overthrow 

British rule. Indian revolutionaries in the United States of America and Canada 

had established the Ghadar (Rebellion) Party in 1913. 

 Most of the members of the party were Punjabi Sikh peasants and ex-soldiers, 

who had migrated there in search of livelihood, and who faced the full brunt of 

racial and economic discrimination. Lala Har Dayal, Mohammed Barkatullah, 

Bhagwan Singh, Ram Chandra and Sohan Singh Bhakna were some of the 

prominent leaders of the Ghadar Party. 

 The party was built around the weekly paper the Ghadar, which carried the 

caption on the masthead: Angrezi Raj Ka Dushman (An Enemy ofBritish Rule). 

“Wanted brave soldiers”, the Ghadar declared, “to stir up Rebellion in India. 

Pay—death; Price—martyrdom; Pension—liberty; Field of Battle—India.” 

 The ideology of the party was strongly secular. In the words of Sohan Singh 

Bhakna, who later became a major peasant leader of Punjab: 
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 “We were not Sikhs or Punjabis. Our religion was patriotism.” “The party had 

active members in other countries such as Mexico, Japan, China, Philippines, 

Malaya, Singapore, Thailand, Indo-China, and East and South Africa”. 

 The Ghadar Party was pledged to wage revolutionary war against the British in 

India. As soon as the First World War broke out in 1914, the Ghadarites decided 

to send arms and men to India to start an uprising with the help of soldiers and 

local revolutionaries. Several thousand men volunteered to go back to India. 

Millions of dollars were contributed to pay for their expenses. 

 Many gave their lifelong savings and sold lands and other property. The 

Ghadarites also contacted Indian soldiers in the Far East, Southeast Asia and all 

over India and persuaded several regiments to rebel. Finally, 21 February 1915 

was fixed as the date for an armed revolt in the Punjab. Unfortunately, the 

authorities came to know of these plans and took immediate action. 

 The rebellious regiments were disbanded and their leaders were either 

imprisoned or hanged. For example, 12 men of the 23rd Cavalry were executed. 

The leaders and members of the Ghadar Party in the Punjab were arrested on a 

mass scale and tried. Forty-two of them were hanged, 114 were transported for 

life and 93 were sentenced to long terms of imprisonment. 

 Many of them, after their release, founded the Kirti and Communist movements 

in the Punjab. Some of the prominent Ghadar leaders were: Baba Gurmukh 

Singh, Kartar Singh Saraba, Sohan Singh Bhakna, Rahmat Ali Shah, Bhai 

Parmanand and Mohammad Barkatullah. 

 Inspired by the Ghadar Party, 700 men of the 5th Light Infantry at Singapore 

revolted under the leadership of Jamadar Chisti Khan and Subedar Dundey Khan. 
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They were crushed after a bitter battle in which many died. Thirty-seven others 

were publicly executed, while 41 were transported for life. 

 Other revolutionaries were active in India and abroad. In 1915, during an 

unsuccessful revolutionary attempt, Jatin Mukerjea popularly known as ‘Bagha 

Jatin’ gave his life fighting with the police at Balasore. 

 Rash Bihari Bose, Raja Mahendra Pratap, Lala Hardayal, Abdul Rahim, Maulana 

Obaidullah Sindhi, Champakaraman Pillai, Sardar Singh Rana and Madame Cama 

were some of the prominent Indians who carried on revolutionary activities and 

propaganda outside India, where they gathered the support of socialists and 

other anti-imperialists. 

18. Lucknow Session of the Congress (1916): 

 The nationalists soon saw that disunity in their ranks was injuring their cause 

and that they must put up a united front before the government. The growing 

nationalist feeling in the country and the urge for national unity produced two 

historic developments at the Lucknow session of the Indian National Congress in 

1916. 

 First, the two wings of the Congress were reunited. The old controversies had 

lost their meaning and the split in the Congress had led to political inactivity. 

Tilak, released from jail in 1914, immediately saw the change in the situation 

and set out to unify the two streams of Congressmen. To conciliate the 

moderate nationalists, he declared: 

 I may state once for all that we are trying in India, as the Irish Home- rulers have 

been all along doing in Ireland, for a reform of the system of administration and 

not for the overthrow of government; and I have no hesitation in saying that the 
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acts of violence which have been committed in the different parts of India are 

not only repugnant to me, but have, in my opinion, only unfortunately retarded 

to a great extent, the pace of our political progress. 

 On the other hand, the rising tide of nationalism compelled the old leaders to 

welcome back into the Congress Lokamanya Tilak and other militant 

nationalists. The Lucknow Congress was the first united Congress since 1907. It 

demanded further constitutional reforms as a step towards self-government. 

 Second, at Lucknow, the Congress and the All India Muslim League sank their 

old differences and put up common political demands before the government. 

While the War and the two Home Rule Leagues were creating a new sentiment in 

the country and changing the character of the Congress, the Muslim League had 

also been undergoing gradual changes. 

 We know that the younger section of the educated Muslims was turning to 

bolder nationalist politics. The War period witnessed further developments in 

that direction. Consequently, in 1914, the government suppressed the 

publication of the Al Hilal of Abul Kalam Azad and the Comrade of Maulana 

Mohamed Ali. 

 It also interned the Ali Brothers— Maularias Mohamed Ali and Shaukat Ali—and 

Hasrat Mohani and Abul Kalam Azad. The League reflected, at least partially, the 

political militancy of its younger members. It gradually began to outgrow the 

limited political outlook of the Aligarh school of thought and moved nearer to 

the policies of the Congress. 

 The unity between the Congress and the League was brought about by the 

signing of the Congress-League Pact, known popularly as the Lucknow Pact. An 

important role in bringing the two together was played by Lokamanya Tilak and 
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Mohammad Ali Jinnah because the two believed that India could win self-

government only through Hindu-Muslim unity. Tilak declared at the time: 

 The two organisations passed the same resolutions at their sessions, put 

forward a joint scheme of political reforms based on separate electorates and 

demanded that the British government should make a declaration that it would 

confer self-government on India at an early date. 

 The Lucknow Pact marked an important step forward in Hindu-Muslim unity. 

Unfortunately, it did not involve the Hindu and Muslim masses and it accepted 

the pernicious principle of separate electorates. 

 It was based on the notion of bringing together the educated Hindus and 

Muslims as separate political entities; in other words, without secularization of 

their political outlook, which would make them realise that in politics they had 

no separate interests as Hindus or Muslims. The Lucknow Pact, therefore, left 

the way open to the future resurgence of communalism in Indian politics. 

 But the immediate effect of the developments at Lucknow was tremendous. The 

unity between the moderate nationalists and the militant nationalists and 

between the National Congress and the Muslim League aroused great political 

enthusiasm in the country. Even the British government felt it necessary to 

placate the nationalists. Hitherto it had relied heavily on repression to quieten 

the nationalist agitation. 

 Large numbers of radical nationalists and revolutionaries had been jailed or 

interned under the notorious Defence of India Act and other similar regulations. 

 The government now decided to appease nationalist opinion and announced on 

20 August 1917 that its policy in India was “the gradual development of self-
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governing institutions with a view to the progressive realisation of Responsible 

Government of India as an integral part of the British empire.” 

 And in July 1918 the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms were announced. But 

Indian nationalism was not appeased. In fact, the Indian national movement was 

soon to enter its third and last phase— the era of mass struggle or the Gandhian 

Era. 

 

 

History - Current Affairs 

 

Ganga Jatara festival 

 The entire Chittoor town of Andhra Pradesh and its surrounding villages are 

gearing up for the famous Ganga Jatara, scheduled to commence from May 14. 

 Thousands of people from Andhra Pradesh and neighbouring States of Tamil 

Nadu and Karnataka are reaching Chittoor town to take part in this festival. 

What is Ganga Jatara festival? 

 It is the annual folk festival of Tirupati in Chittoor town of Andhra Pradesh. 

 This festival is to offer prayers to Sri Thathaya Gunta Gangamma, the 

Gramadevata (the goddess looking after the village) of Tirupati. 

Why is it celebrated? 
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 When Tirupati and surrounding areas were ruled by Palegondulu, harassment on 

women was enormous. 

 During this time, in a village - Avilala, the Goddess Gangamma was born and 

grew into a most beautiful woman. 

 When the Palegondulu wanted to harm Goddess Gangamma, she with her grace 

and power tried to kill him. Palegondulu, fearing her, hid in a remote place. 

 To take him out of hiding, the Gangamma planned "Ganga Jathara" where the 

people in Tirupathi do vichitra veshadarana and curse Gangamma for a period of 

7 days. 

 On the seventh day, the Palegondulu came out of hiding and was killed by 

Goddess Gangamma for the LokaKalyanam (well-being of all people). 

 This festival celebrates this killing. 

The Celebrations: It is a week-long event which falls on second week of May every 

year. 

 The festival begins with Chatimpu (the official announcement) during midnight 

of 2nd Tuesday of the month of May by playing musical instruments known as 

Dappu. Town folk stay away from streets during Chatimpu. 

 Day 1: Bhairagi Vesham - People used to smear their body with white colour 

paste (Namam Kommu) and wear a garland made of fruit Rella Kaya. They hold 

neem leaves with the hand and also tie their waist with neem leaves. They walk 

to the temple through the city and leave those neem leaves and Rella Kaya 

garland there at the temple after the darshan of the Goddess. 

 Day 2: Banda Vesham - On this day devotees use to smear their body with 

kumkum colour paste and tie a ribbon to the head. 
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 Day 3: Thoti Vesham - On this day devotees used to smear their body with 

charcoal and wear a garland made out of neem leaves. 

 Day 4: Sunnapu Gandalu - Devotees smear their body with white colour paste 

and apply dots with charcoal and carry a pot (Veyyi kalla Dutta) on their head. 

 Day 5: Dora Vesham - On this day devotees use to smear their body with sandal 

paste (Chandanam) and wear a garland made out of neem leaves and lemons. 

 Day 6: Mathangi Vesham - Gangamma who killed Palegadu in Dhora Vesham, 

consoles Chieftain's wife in Mathangi Vesham. 

 Day 7: Gangamma Jatara - The last day of the festival is celebrated as Ganga 

Jatara. During this day, all Gangamma temples in Tirupati are flocked with lakhs 

of devotees. 

o People use to visit temple and offer Pongallu and/or Sarees to 

Gangamma. 

o Few Devotees use to have darshan of Gangamma by wearing Sapparalu (A 

special gopuram like object made of bamboo) along with Dappu Vaidyam 

(a musical instrument). 

o Ragi Ambali is served to the devotees visiting temples all over the city. 

o After the midnight, a clay idol of Gangamma (Viswaroopam) is installed in 

front of the Temple. The portico is smashed into pieces. 

o Devotees then clamour around to get the clay smithereens, which they 

consider as sacred, to be either preserved in the ‘Puja' room or consumed 

by mixing it in water. The clay is believed to have curing powers. 

o By this event the entire seven-day Jatara will come to an end. 
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World Heritage Day 

 

UNESCO World Heritage Day 2019: In the year 1982, the International Council on 

Monuments and Sites declared 18thApril as World Heritage Day to raise awareness 

about monuments and other sites which form a part of our history and culture. 

 UNESCO approved of this day in the year 1983 and since then the day is 

dedicated to informing people about the sites which have achieved the status of 

heritage, their importance and the problems involved in protecting these sites. 

 World heritage day also aims to seek recognition for the people involved in 

preserving these sites, especially scientists, archaeologists, geographers and 

engineers. 

 World Heritage site is a natural or man-made site, area, or structure recognized 

as being of outstanding international importance and therefore as a deserving 

special protection. Sites are nominated to and designated by the World Heritage 

Convention (an organization of UNESCO). 

 In 2019, the theme is Rural Landscapes – which is linked to the theme of the 

2019 ICOMOS (The International Council on Monuments and Sites Scientific 

Symposium on Rural heritage to take place in October in Marrakesh, Morocco. 

UNESCO's World Heritage mission is to: 

 Encourage countries to sign the World Heritage Convention and to ensure the 

protection of their natural and cultural heritage; 
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 Encourage States Parties to the Convention to nominate sites within their 

national territory for inclusion on the World Heritage List; 

 Encourage States Parties to establish management plans and set up reporting 

systems on the state of conservation of their World Heritage sites; 

 Help States Parties safeguard World Heritage properties by providing technical 

assistance and professional training; 

 Provide emergency assistance for World Heritage sites in immediate danger; 

 Support States Parties' public awareness-building activities for World Heritage 

conservation; 

 Encourage participation of the local population in the preservation of their 

cultural and natural heritage; 

 Encourage international cooperation in the conservation of our world's cultural 

and natural heritage. 

Top 5 UNESCO World Heritage sites : 

 Angkor Wat : The largest religious temple in the world, Angkor Wat was 

originally dedicated to Hindu deity Vishnu but then was transformed into a 

Buddhist temple by the end of the twelfth century. 

 Machu Pichu : Located in Peru, Machu Pichu is located at 8000 ft with a natural 

beauty which is unparalled. 

 Taj Mahal : Taj Mahal is a mausoleum located in Agra, India which was built by 

emperor Shah Jahan to his honour his wife Mumtaz Mahal. 

 Sigiriya : Located near the town of Dambulla in the Central Province, Sri Lanka, 

the Sigiriyan lion rock is a fortress and temple complex build atop a volcanic 

plateau and is truly a sight to behold. 
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 Cinque Terre : Located in Italy, the name of this site translates to ‘Five Lands’ 

and is a part of the rugged Italian coastline. 

 

Rongali Bihu Festival 

 

Recently, Rongali Bihu, also known as Bohag Bihu, is celebrated, which is the Assamese 

New Year wherein farmers thank the lord for the successful harvest and welcome the 

spring season. 

About 

 The “Bihu” is derived from the Sanskrit word bishu, which means ‘to ask for 

prosperity from the Gods during the harvest season’, it is one of the most 

important festivals in Assam. A time of zest, joy, and feasting, it is celebrated 

for seven days, wherein each day holds a special significance. 

 The first pinnacle phase is called Raati Bihu wherein women gather beneath an 

ancient tree or an open field, surrounded by burning torches. The participation 

of men is mostly ceremonial wherein they play Pepa (buffalo hornpipe) or 

Bholuka Baanhor Toka (a musical instrument made of split bamboo). This is 

followed by Bali Husori, where Bihu dances are organised by the young. 

 The main celebration starts on the day of Goru (cow) Bihu, where livestock is 

washed with a combination of symbolic herbs like black gram and turmeric 

paste, whipped litsea salicifolia, and pieces of bottle gourd and brinjal. After the 

bath, they are decorated with new harnesses and garlands. 
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 The second day is known as Manuh (human) Bihu where people take a bath with 

black gram and turmeric paste, wear new clothes, seek blessings from the 

elders and exchange gifts. A Gamusa (an indispensable and symbolic piece of 

cloth) is presented to each other as a token of friendship, love, and warmth with 

each other. A traditional Bihu dance is performed by both men and women, 

which is the high point of the festival. 

 The third day is called Gosai (God’s) Bihu. People worship idols after cleaning 

their homes. 

 The rest of the celebrations take place on Kutum Bihu, Senehi Bihu, Chera Bihu 

and Mela Bihu. Sweet dishes that include pitha (rice cake), laru/ladoo (made of 

rice and coconut or black sesame seeds), and savoury dishes like khaar and 

xaak make for an essential part of the festivity. 

 

 

History - Revolt of 1857 

 

Expansion and Consolidation of British Power in India and Neighborhood, Resistance 

against British before 1857 

 

 By the first half of the 19th century, the East India Company had brought major 

portions of India under its control. 
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 One hundred years after the Battle of Plassey, anger against the unjust and 

oppressive British Government took the form of a revolt that shook the very 

foundations of British rule in India. 

 While British historians called it the Sepoy Mutiny, Indian historians named it the 

Revolt of 1857 or the First War of Indian Independence. The Revolt of 1857 had 

been preceded by a series of disturbances in different parts of the country from 

the late eighteenth century onwards. 

 The Sanyasi Rebellion in North Bengal and the Chunar rebellion in Bihar and 

Bengal broke out in the late eighteenth century. There were several peasant 

uprisings in the mid- nineteenth century, the most important of which were 

those by the Moplah peasants of the Malabar and the Faraizi movement by 

Muslim peasants in Bengal. 

 The first half of the nineteenth century also witnessed a number of tribal revolts. 

In this context, mention may be made of the rebellions of the Bhils of Madhya 

Pradesh, the Santhals of Bihar and the Gonds and Khonds of Orissa. However, all 

these disturbances were localized. Although serious and, in some cases, long 

drawn, these did not pose any serious threat to the existence of the British 

Empire. 

The Revolt of 1857: 

The first expression of organised resistance was the Revolt of 1857. It began as a 

revolt of the sepoys of the Company’s army but eventually secured the participation of 

the masses. Its causes lay deeply embedded in the grievances that all sections of 

Indian society nurtured against the British rule. 

Causes of the Revolt: 
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Political Causes: 

 The political causes of the revolt may be traced to the British policy of 

expansion through the Doctrine of Lapse and direct annexation. A large number 

of Indian rulers and chiefs were dislodged, thus arousing fear in the minds of 

other ruling families who apprehended a similar fate. 

 Rani Lakshmi Bai’s adopted son was not permitted to sit on the throne of Jhansi. 

Satara, Nagpur and Jhansi were annexed under the Doctrine of Lapse. Jaitpur, 

Sambalpur and Udaipur were also annexed. Other rulers feared that the 

annexation of their states was only a matter of time. The refusal to continue the 

pension of Nana Saheb, the adopted son of Baji Rao II, created hostility among 

the ruling class. 

 Moreover, the sentiments of the people were hurt when it was declared that the 

descendants of the titular Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah II, would not be 

allowed to live in the Red Fort. The annexation of Awadh by Lord Dalhousie on 

the pretext of maladministration left thousands of nobles, officials, retainers 

and soldiers jobless. This measure converted Awadh, a loyal state, into a hotbed 

of discontent and intrigue. 

Social and Religious Causes: 

 A large section of the population was alarmed by the rapid spread of Western 

civilization in India. An Act in 1850 changed the Hindu law of inheritance 

enabling a Hindu who had converted into Christianity to inherit his ancestral 

properties. Besides, the missionaries were allowed to make conversions to 

Christianity all over India. The people were convinced that the Government was 

planning to convert Indians to Christianity. 
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 The abolition of practices like sati and female infanticide, and the legislation 

legalizing widow remarriage, were threats to the established social structure. 

Even the introduction of the railways and telegraph was viewed with suspicion. 

Economic Causes: 

 In rural areas, peasants and zamindars resented the heavy taxes on land and the 

stringent methods of revenue collection followed by the Company. Many among 

these groups were unable to meet the heavy revenue demands and repay their 

loans to money lenders, eventually losing the lands that they had held for 

generations. Large numbers of sepoys were drawn from the peasantry and had 

family ties in villages, so the grievances of the peasants also affected them. 

 The economic exploitation by the British and the complete destruction of the 

traditional economic structure caused widespread resentment among all 

sections of the people. After the Industrial Revolution in England, there was an 

influx of British manufactured goods into India which ruined industries, 

particularly the textile industry, of India. 

 Indian handicraft industries had to compete with cheap machine- made goods 

from Britain. India was transformed into a supplier of raw materials and a 

consumer of goods manufactured in Britain. All those people who previously 

depended on royal patronage for their livelihoods were rendered unemployed. 

So they bore a deep- seated grievance against the British. 

Military Causes: 

 The Revolt of 1857 started as a sepoy mutiny. It was only later on that other 

elements of society joined the revolt. 
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 Indian sepoys formed more than 87% of British troops in India. They were 

considered inferior to British soldiers. An Indian sepoy was paid less than a 

European sepoy of the same rank. Besides, an Indian sepoy could not rise to a 

rank higher than that of a Subedar. 

 The extension of the British Empire in India had adversely affected the service 

conditions of Indian sepoys. They were required to serve in areas far away from 

their homes. In 1856 Lord Canning issued the General Services Enlistment Act 

which required that the sepoys must be ready to serve even in British land 

across the sea. 

 The ‘Bengal Army’ was recruited from high caste communities in Awadh. They 

were not prepared to cross the ocean (Kalapani) which was forbidden as per 

Hindu religious beliefs. They developed the suspicion that the Government was 

trying to convert Indians to Christianity.After the annexation of Awadh the 

Nawab’s army was disbanded. These soldiers lost their means of livelihood. 

They became bitter enemies of the British. 

Immediate Cause: 

 The Revolt of 1857 eventually broke out over the incident of greased cartridges. 

A rumour spread that the cartridges of the new Enfield rifles were greased with 

the fat of cows and pigs. Before loading these rifles the sepoys had to bite off 

the paper on the cartridges. Both Hindu and Muslim sepoys refused to use them. 

Canning tried to make amends for the error and the offending cartridges were 

withdrawn, but by then the damage had been done. There was unrest in several 

places. 
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 In March 1857, Mangal Pandey, a sepoy in Barrackpore, had refused to use the 

cartridge and attacked his senior officers. He was hanged to death on 8th April. 

On 9th May, 85 soldiers in Meerut refused to use the new rifle and were 

sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment. 

Main events of the revolt: 

Soon there was a rebellion in the Meerut Cantonment. The Meerut Mutiny (May 9, 

1857) marked the beginning of the Revolt of 1857. The Indian sepoys in Meerut 

murdered their British officers and broke open the jail. On May 10, they marched to 

Delhi. 

Capture of Delhi: 

 In Delhi the mutineers were joined by the Delhi sepoys and the city came under 

their control. Next day, on 11th May, the sepoys proclaimed the ageing Bahadur 

Shah Zafar the Emperor of Hindustan. But Bahadur Shah was old and he could 

not give able leadership to the sepoys. The occupation of Delhi was short-lived. 

Fall of Delhi: 

 The British finally attacked Delhi in September. For six days there was desperate 

fighting. But by September 1857, the British reoccupied Delhi. Thousands of 

innocent people were massacred and hundreds were hanged. The old king was 

captured and later deported to Rangoon where he died in 1862. His sons were 

shot dead. Thus ended the imperial dynasty of the Mughals. 

Centres of the revolt: 
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The revolt spread over the entire area from the neighbourhood of Patna to the borders 

of Rajasthan. There were six main centres of revolt in these regions namely Kanpur, 

Lucknow, Bareilly, Jhansi, Gwalior and Arrah in Bihar. 

1. Lucknow: 

 Lucknow was the capital of Awadh. There the mutinous sepoys were joined by 

the disbanded soldiers from the old Awadh army. Begum Hazrat Mahal, one of 

the begums of the ex-king of Awadh, took up the leadership of the revolt. 

Finally the British forces captured Lucknow. The queen escaped to Nepal. 

2. Kanpur: 

 In Kanpur the revolt was led by Nana Saheb, the adopted son of Peshwa Baji Rao 

II. He joined the revolt primarily because he was deprived of his pension by the 

British. He captured Kanpur and proclaimed himself the Peshwa. The victory was 

short- lived. 

 Kanpur was recaptured by the British after fresh reinforcements arrived. The 

revolt was suppressed with terrible vengeance. The rebels were either hanged or 

blown to pieces by canons. Nana Saheb escaped. But his brilliant commander 

Tantia Tope continued the struggle. Tantia Tope was finally defeated, arrested 

and hanged. 

3. Jhansi: 

 In Jhansi, the twenty-two-year-old Rani Lakshmi Bai led the rebels when the 

British refused to accept the claim of her adopted son to the throne of Jhansi. 
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She fought gallantly against the British forces. But she was ultimately defeated 

by the English. 

 Rani Lakshmi Bai escaped. Later on, the Rani was joined by Tantia Tope and 

together they marched to Gwalior and captured it. Sindhia, a loyal ally of the 

British, was driven out. Fierce fighting followed. The Rani of Jhansi fought like a 

tigress. She died, fighting to the very end. Gwalior was recaptured by the British. 

4.Bihar: 

 In Bihar the revolt was led by Kunwar Singh. 

Suppression of the Revolt: 

The Revolt of 1857 lasted for more than a year. It was suppressed by the middle of 

1858. On July 8, 1858, fourteen months after the outbreak at Meerut, peace was finally 

proclaimed by Canning. 

Causes of the failure of the revolt: 

1.Limited Uprising: 

 Although the revolt was fairly widespread, a large part of the country remained 

unaffected by it. The revolt was mainly confined to the Doab region. Sind, 

Rajputana, Kashmir, most parts of Punjab. The southern provinces did not take 

part in it. It failed to have the character of an all-India struggle.Important rulers 

like Sindhia, Holkar, Rana of Jodhpur and others did not support the rebels. 

2.No Effective Leaders: 
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 The rebels lacked an effective leader. Nana Saheb, Tantia Tope and Rani 

Lakshmi Bai were brave leaders, no doubt, but they could not offer effective 

leadership to the movement as a whole. 

3.Limited Resources: 

 The rebels lacked resources in terms of men and money. The English, on the 

other hand, received a steady supply of men, money and arms in India. 

4.No Participation of the Middle Class: 

 The English educated middle class, the rich merchants, traders and zamindars 

of Bengal helped the British to suppress the revolt. 

Results of the revolt: 

 The great uprising of 1857 was an important landmark in the history of modern 

India. The revolt marked the end of the East India Company’s rule in India. India 

now came under the direct rule of the British Crown. This was announced by 

Lord Canning at a Durbar in Allahabad in aproclamation issued on 1 November 

1858 in the name of the Queen. Thus, Indian administration was taken over by 

Queen Victoria, which, in effect, meant the British Parliament. The Governor 

General’s office was replaced by that of the Viceroy. 

 The Doctrine of Lapse was abolished. The right to adopt sons as legal heirs was 

accepted. The Revolt of 1857 paved the way for the future struggle for freedom 

in India. 
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Religious and Social Reform of India – The Indian Renaissance 

 The urgent need for social and religious reform that began to manifest itself 

from the early decades of the 19th century arose in response to the contact with 

Western culture and education. 

 The weakness and decay of Indian society was evident to educated Indians who 

started to work systematically for their removal. 

 They were no longer willing to accept the traditions, beliefs and practices of 

Hindu society simply because they had been observed for centuries. 

 The impact of Western ideas gave birth to new awakening. The change that took 

place in the Indian social scenario is popularly known as the Renaissance. 

Raja Rammohan Roy: 

 The central figure of this cultural awakening was Raja Rammohan Roy. Known as 

the “father of the Indian Renaissance”, Rammohan Roy was a great patriot, 

scholar and humanist. He was moved by deep love for the country and worked 

throughout his life for the social, religious, intellectual and political regeneration 

of the Indians. 

 Rammohan Roy was born in 1772 in Radhanagar, a small village in Bengal. As a 

young man he had studied Sanskrit literature and Hindu philosophy in Varanasi 

and Persian, Arabic and Koran in Patna. He was a great scholar Roy who 

mastered several languages including English, Latin, Greek and Hebrew. 

Social Reforms: 
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 In 1814, Rammohan Roy settled in Calcutta and dedicated his life to the cause 

of social and religious reform. As a social reformer, Rammohan Roy fought 

relentlessly against social evils like sati, polygamy, child marriage, female 

infanticide and caste discrimination. He organised a movement against the 

inhuman custom of sati and helped William Bentinck to pass a law banning the 

practice (1829). It was the first successful social movement against an age-old 

social evil. 

 Rammohan Roy was one of the earliest propagators of modern Western 

education. He looked upon it as a major instrument for the spread of modern 

ideas in the country. He was associated with the foundation the Hindu College in 

Calcutta (which later came to be known as the Presidency College). He also 

maintained at his own cost an English school in Calcutta. In addition, he 

established a Vedanta College where both Indian learning and Western social 

and physical science courses were offered. 

 He sent petitions to the government to adopt a wider system of public education 

in English. He also recognised the importance of vernaculars for spreading new 

ideas. He compiled a Bengali grammar and developed an easy and modern style 

of Bengali prose. 

Religious Reforms: 

 Rammohan Roy struggled persistently against social evils. He argued that 

ancient Hindu texts the Vedas and the Upanishads upheld the doctrine of 

monotheism. To prove his point, he translated the Vedas and five Upanishads 

into Bengali. 
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 In 1849 he wrote Gift to Monotheism in Persian. Rammohan Roy was a staunch 

believer in the philosophy of Vedanta (Upanishads) and vigorously defended the 

Hindu religion and Hindu philosophy from the attack of the missionaries. He 

only wanted to mould Hinduism into a new cast to suit the requirements of the 

age. 

 In 1829 Rammohan Roy founded a new religious society known as the Atmiya 

Sabha which later on came to be known as the Brahmo Samaj. This religious 

society was based on the twin pillars of rationalism and the philosophy of the 

Vedas. The Brahmo Samaj emphasised human dignity, criticised idolatry and 

denounced social evils like sati. 

 Rammohan Roy represented the first glimmerings of the rise of national 

consciousness in India. He opposed the rigidity of the caste system because it 

destroyed the unity of the country. The poet Rabindranath Tagore has rightly 

remarked: “Rammohan was the only person in his time, in the whole world of 

men, to realise completely the significance of the Modern Age.” 

Henry Vivian Derozio and the young Bengal movement: 

 The establishment of the Hindu College in 1817 was a major event in the history 

of Bengal. It played an important role in carrying forward the reformist 

movement that had already emerged in the province. A radical movement for 

the reform of Hindu Society, known as the Young Bengal Movement, started in 

the college. 

 Its leader was Henry Vivian Derozio, a teacher of the Hindu College. Derozio was 

born in 1809. He was of mixed parentage his father was Portuguese and his 
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mother was Indian. In 1826, at the age of 17, he joined the Hindu College as a 

teacher and taught there till 1831. 

 Derozio was deeply influenced by the revolutionery ideas of liberty, equality and 

fraternity. He was a brilliant teacher and within a short period of time, he drew 

around him a group of intelligent boys in the college. 

 He inspired his students to think rationally and freely, to question authority, to 

love liberty, equality and freedom and to worship truth. By organising an 

association for debates and discussions on literature, philosophy, history and 

science, he spread radical ideas. 

 The movement started by Derozio was called the Young Bengal Movement and 

his followers were known as the Derozians. They condemned religious rites and 

the rituals, and pleaded for eradication of social evils, female education and 

improvement in the condition of women. 

 Derozio was a poet, teacher, reformer and a fiery journalist. He was perhaps the 

first nationalist poet of modern India. He was removed from the Hindu College 

because of his radicalism and died soon after at the age of 22. 

 The Derozians could not lead a very successful movement because social 

conditions were not yet ripe for their ideas to flourish. Yet they carried forward 

Rammohan’s tradition of educating the people on social, economic and political 

questions. 

Debendranath Tagore: 

 Debendranath Tagore, the father of Rabindranath Tagore, was responsible for 

revitalising the Brahmo Samaj. Under him the first step was taken to convert the 
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Brahmo Samaj into a separate religious and social community. He represented 

the best in traditional Indian learning and the new thought of the West. 

 In 1839, he founded the Tatvabodhini Sabha to propagate Rammohan Roy’s 

ideas. He promoted a magazine to do a systematic study of India’s past in 

Bengali language. The Samaj actively Debendranath Tagore supported the 

movements for widow remarriage, the abolition of polygamy, women’s 

education and the improvement in the condition of the peasantry. 

Keshab Chandra Sen: 

 Keshab Chandra Sen carried on an intensive programme of social reform. He set 

up schools, organised famine relief and propagated widow remarriage. In 1872 

the Government passed the Native (Civil) Marriages Act legalising marriages 

performed according to Brahmo Samaj rites. 

 

 

Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar: 

 Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, a towering personality of the mid- nineteenth 

century, was born in a poor Brahmin family of Bengal in 1820. He was a 

renowned Sanskrit scholar and became the Principal of the Sanskrit College in 

1851. The Sanskrit College conferred on him the title of ‘Vidyasagar’ because of 

his profound knowledge of Sanskrit. 

 Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar was both a scholar and a reformer. He was a 

great humanist and had deep sympathy for the poor and the oppressed. He 

dedicated his entire life to the cause of social reform which he thought was 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

necessary for modernising India. By admitting non-Brahmin students to the 

Sanskrit College, he dealt a severe blow to the prevalent caste system. 

 Vidyasagar was a staunch supporter of women’s education and helped 

Drinkwater Bethune to establish the Bethune School, the first Indian school for 

girls, in 1849. As Inspector of Schools, Vidyasagar opened a number of schools 

for girls in the districts under his charge. 

 Vidyasagar’s greatest contribution lies in the improvement of the condition of 

widows. Despite opposition, Vidyasagar openly advocated widow remarriage. 

Soon a powerful movement in favour of widow remarriage was started. At last, 

after prolonged struggle the Widow Remarriage Act was passed in 1856. 

Through his efforts, twenty-five widow remarriages took place. He also spoke 

vehemently against child marriage and polygamy. 

 Vidyasagar contributed enormously to the growth of the Bengali language and 

contributed to the evolution of the modern prose style in Bengali. He wrote a 

Bengali primer, ‘Varna Parichay’, which is used even today. Through his writings, 

Vidyasagar made the people aware of the social problems and thus helped the 

growth of nationalism in India. 

 

 

Sri Ramakrishna Paramhamsa: 

 Sri Ramakrishna Paramhamsa was one of the greatest saints of modern India. 

Ramakrishna was born in a poor Brahmin family of Bengal. He showed a 

religious bent of mind from his childhood. He had no formal education but his 

discourses were full of wisdom. He was the chief priest of the Kali temple 
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at Dakshineswar near Calcutta. People from all walks of life visited 

Dakshineswar to listen to his discourses. 

 Ramakrishna Paramhamsa was a man with a liberal outlook. He firmly believed 

that there was an underlying unity among all religions and that only the 

methods of worship were different. God could be approached by any form of 

worship as long as it was done with single- minded devotion. 

 Different religions were all different roads to reach the same God. He believed 

that service to man was service to God, for man was the embodiment of God on 

earth. As man was the creation of God, man-made divisions made no sense to 

him. 

 Ramakrishna Paramhamsa was a great teacher who could express complicated 

philosophical ideas in a simple language for everyone to understand. He 

believed that religious salvation could be attained through renunciation, 

meditation and devotion. 

 

 

Swami Vivekananda: 

 Narendra Nath Dutta, better known as Swami Vivekananda, was the most 

illustrious disciple of Sri Ramakrishna. He was born in Calcutta in January, 1863. 

He graduated from the Scottish Church College and was well-versed in Western 

philosophy. Vivekananda was a man of great intellect and possessed a critical 

and analytical mind. At the age of eighteen, Vivekananda met Sri Ramakrishna. 

This meeting transformed his life completely. After the death of Sri 

Ramakrishna, he became a ‘sanyasi’ and devoted his life to preaching and 
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spreading Ramakrishna’s message to the people. His religious message was put 

in a form that would suit the needs of contemporary Indian society. 

 Vivekananda proclaimed the essential oneness of all religions. He condemned 

the caste- system, religious rituals, ceremonies and superstitions. He had a 

deep understanding of Hindu philosophy and travelled far and wide to spread its 

message. At the Parliament of World Religions in Chicago (1893), Vivekananda 

spoke about Hindu religion at length. 

 His brilliant speech on Hindu philosophy was well received. American 

newspapers described him as an ‘Orator by Divine Right’. He delivered a series 

of lectures in the U.S.A., England and in several other countries of Europe. 

Through his speeches, Vivekananda explained Hindu philosophy and clarified 

the wrong notions that prevailed in Western countries about the Hindu religion 

and Indian culture. 

 In India, however, Vivekananda’s main role was that of a social reformer rather 

than a religious leader. He propagated Ramakrishna’s message of peace and 

brotherhood and emphasized the need for religious tolerance which would lead 

to the establishment of peace and harmony in the country. 

 He believed that it was the social responsibility of the better placed people to 

take care of the downtrodden, or the ‘daridra narayan’. With his clarity of 

thought, deep understanding of the social problems of India, Vivekananda 

undoubtedly left a deep mark on the Indian intelligentsia as well as on the 

masses. At a time when the nation was in despair, he preached the gospel of 

strength and self-reliance. Vivekananda died at the age of 39. 
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The Ramakrishna Mission: 

 In 1896, Vivekananda founded the Ramakrishna Mission to propagate social 

welfare. It laid emphasis not on personal salvation but on social good and social 

service. The Ramakrishna Mission stood for religious and social reform based on 

the ancient culture of India. Emphasis was put on the essential spirit of 

Hinduism and not on rituals. 

 Rendering social service was the primary aim of the Ramakrishna Mission. It 

believed that serving a human being was the same as worshipping God. The 

Mission opened a chain of schools, hospitals, orphanages and libraries 

throughout the country. It provided relief during famines, earthquakes and 

epidemics. A math or monastery was established in Belur near Calcutta. 

The Belur Math took care of the religious developments of the people. 

Dayanand Saraswati and the Arya Samaj: 

 Another organisation in northern India which aimed to strengthen Hinduism 

through reform was the Arya Samaj. Dayanand Saraswati, the founder of 

the Arya Samaj in Rajkot, was born into a Brahmin family in Kathiawar, Gujarat, 

in 1824. At the early age of 14, he rebelled against the practice of idol worship. 

He ran away from home at the age of twenty. For the next fifteen years, he 

wandered all over India meditating and studying the ancient Hindu scriptures. 

 In 1863 Swami Dayanand started preaching his doctrine of one God. He 

questioned the meaningless rituals, decried polytheism and image worship and 

denounced the caste system. He wanted to purify Hinduism and attacked the 

evils that had crept into Hindu society. 
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 Dayanand Saraswati believed that the Vedas contained the knowledge imparted 

to men by God, and hence its study alone could solve all social problems. So he 

propagated the motto “Back to the Vedas.” Asserting that the Vedas made no 

mention of untouchability, child marriage and the subjugation of women, Swami 

Dayanand attacked these practices vehemently. 

 Dayanand began the suddhi movement which enabled the Hindus who had 

accepted Islam or Christianity to return to Hinduism, their original faith. 

Dayanand published his religious commentaries in Hindi so as to make the 

common people understand his preachings. The Satyarth Prakash was his most 

important work. 

 The Swami worked actively for the regeneration of India. In 1875, Swami 

Dayanand founded the Arya Samaj in Bombay. The Arya Samaj made significant 

contributions to the fields of education and social and religious reforms. After 

his death, his followers had established the Dayanand Anglo Vedic Schools first 

in Lahore and then in other parts of India. Gurukuls were also established to 

propagate traditional ideals of education. A network of schools and colleges 

both for boys and girls were also established by the Arya Samaj. 

 The Arya Samaj influenced mostly the people of northern India, specially Uttar 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Punjab. Although it was not a political 

organisation, the Arya Samaj played a positive role in creating a nationalist pride 

in Indian tradition and culture. 

Reform movements in Western India: 

Jyotirao Govindrao Phule: 
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 Jyotirao Govindrao Phule prominent role in bringing about, reforms in He fought 

for improving the condition of women, the poor and the untouchables. He 

started a school for the education of girls of the lower castes and founded an 

association called the Satyasodhak Samaj. 

 People from all castes and religions were allowed to join the association. He was 

opposed to the domination of the Brahmins and started the practice of 

conducting marriages without Brahmin priests. 

The Prarthana Samaj: 

 In 1867, the Prarthana Samaj was started in Maharashtra with the aim of 

reforming Hinduism and preaching the worship of one God. Mahadev Govind 

Ranade and G. Bhandarkar were the two great leaders of the Samaj. The 

Prarthana Samaj did in Maharashtra what the Brahmo Samaj did in Bengal. 

 It attacked the caste system and the predominance of the Brahmins, 

campaigned against child marriage and the purdah system, preached widow 

remarriage and emphasised female education. In order to reform Hinduism, 

Ranade started the Widow Remarriage Association and the Deccan Education 

Society. In 1887, Ranade founded the National Social Conference with the aim of 

introducing social reforms throughout the country. Ranade was also one of the 

founders of the Indian National Congress. 

Reform Movements in South India: 

The Theosophical Society and Annie Besant: 

 Many Europeans were attracted towards Hindu philosophy. In 1875, a Russian 

spiritualist named Madame Blavatsky and an American called Colonel 
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Olcott founded the Theosophical Society in America. The society was greatly 

influenced by the Indian doctrine of karma. In 1886 they founded 

the Theosophical Society at Adyar near Madras. 

 Annie Besant, an Irish woman who came to India in 1893, helped 

the Theosophist movement to gain strength. She propagated Vedic philosophy 

and urged Indians to take pride in their culture. The Theosophists stood for the 

revival of the ancient Indian religion and universal brotherhood. 

 The uniqueness of the movement lay in the fact that it was spearheaded by 

foreigners who glorified Indian religious and philosophical traditions. Annie 

Besant was the founder of the Central Hindu College in Banaras, which later 

developed into the Banaras Hindu University. Annie Besant herself made India 

her permanent home and played a prominent role in Indian politics. In 1917, 

she was elected President of the Indian National Congress. 

 

 

Reform movements among the Muslims: 

 Movements for socio-religious reforms among the Muslims emerged late. Most 

Muslims feared that Western education would endanger their religion as it was 

un-Islamic in character. During the first half of the 19th century only a handful 

of Muslims had accepted English education. 

 The Muhammedan Literary Society, established by Nawab Abdul Latif in 1863, 

was one of the earliest institutions that attempted to spread modern 

education. Abdul Latif also tried to remove social abuses and promote Hindu- 

Muslim unity. 
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Syed Ahmad Khan: 

 The most important socio-religious movement among the Muslims came to be 

known as the Aligarh Movement. It was organised by Syed Ahmad Khan (1817-

1899), a man described as the most outstanding figure among the Muslims. 

 Syed Ahmad Khan was born in 1817 into a Muslim noble family and had joined 

the service of the Company as a judicial officer. He realised that the Muslims 

had to adapt themselves to British rule. So Syed Ahmad advised Muslims to 

embrace Western education and take up government service. 

 In 1862, he founded the Scientific Society to translate English books on science 

and other subjects into Urdu. He also started an English- Urdu journal through 

which he spread the ideas of social reform. Through his initiative was 

established the Mohammedan Oriental College which later developed into 

the Aligarh Muslim University. It helped to develop a modern outlook among its 

students. This intellectual movement is called the Aligarh Movement. 

 As a social reformer, Syed Ahmad Khan campaigned against the purdah system, 

polygamy and the Muslim system of divorce. He emphasised the need for 

removing irrational social customs while retaining the essence of Islam and 

encouraging a rational interpretation of the Koran. 

 Syed Ahmad Khan believed that the interest of the Muslims would be best 

served through cooperation with the British Government. It was only through the 

guidance of the British that India could mature into a full-fledged nation. So he 
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opposed the participation of the Muslims in the activities of the Indian National 

Congress. 

Reform movements among the Parsis and the Sikhs: 

 The Parsi Religious Reform Association was started in 1851. It campaigned 

against orthodoxy in religion. Religious and social movements among the Sikhs 

were undertaken by various gurus who tried to bring about positive changes in 

the Sikh religion. Baba Dayal Das propagated the Nirankari (formless) idea of 

God. By the end of the 19th century a new reform movement called the Akali 

Movement was launched to reform the corrupt management of Gurudwaras. 

Women Reformers: 

Pandita Ramabai: 

 The British Government did not take substantial steps to educate women. Still, 

by the end of the 19th century, there were several women who had become 

aware of the need for social reform. 

 Pandita Rama bai had been educated in United States and in England. She wrote 

about the unequal treatment meted out to the women of India. She founded 

the Arya Mahila Sabha in Pune and opened the Sarda Sadan for helping destitute 

widows. 

Sarojini Naidu: 

 Sarojini Naidu was a renowned poet and social worker. She inspired the masses 

with the spirit of nationalism through her patriotic poems. She stood for voting 
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rights for women, and took an active interest in the political situation in the 

country. She also helped to set up the All India Women’s Conference. 

Literature and the Press: 

 Literature was used as a powerful weapon for spreading social awareness 

among the people. It was also used for promoting social reforms. The social 

reformers made valuable contributions to literature. Bharatendu Harish Chandra, 

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay and Rabindranath Tagore spread the ideas of 

social reform and condemned social injustice in Hindi and Bengali. 

 Poets like Iqbal and Subramania Bharati inspired the masses. Premchand wrote 

about the sufferings of the poor and thus made the people aware of social 

injustice. Rabindranath Tagore composed the National Anthem. Bankim Chandra 

and Iqbal composed two other national songs Bande Mataram and Saare Jahan 

Se Achchha. 

Growth of the Press: 

 Most reformers started journals of their own. Through these journals and 

newspapers they put forward their demands for social, economic and political 

changes. Thus, the press acted as a vehicle for disseminating ideas of social 

transformation. 

 

 

Characteristics of the Reform Movements: 
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An analysis of the reform movements of the 19th century brings out several common 

features: 

1. All the reformers propagated the idea of one God and the basic unity of all 

religions. Thus, they tried to bridge the gulf between different religious beliefs. 

2. All the reformers attacked priesthood, rituals, idolatry and polytheism. The 

humanitarian aspect of these reform movements was expressed in their attack 

on the caste system and the custom of child marriage. 

3. The reformers attempted to improve the status of girls and women in society. 

They all emphasised the need for female education. 

4. By attacking the caste system and untouchability, the reformers helped to unify 

the people of India into one nation. 

5. The reform movements fostered feelings of self-respect, self-reliance and 

patriotism among the Indians. 

Contribution of the reform movements: 

Many reformers like Dayanand Saraswati and Vivekananda upheld Indian philosophy 

and culture. This instilled in Indians a sense of pride and faith in their own culture. 

Female education was promoted. Schools for girls were set up. Even medical colleges 

were established for women. This led to the development, though slow, of girls’ 

education. The cultural and ideological struggle taken up by the socio-religious 

movements helped to build up national consciousness. They, thus, paved the way for 

the growth of nationalism. 
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History - Current Affairs 

 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute to Lok Nayak Jayaprakash Narayan on his 

117th birth anniversary and termed him a source of inspiration for all Indians. 

About 

 Jayaprakash Narayan (JP) whose name means, “Victory to the light” was born in 

the early hours of October 11, 1902 in the remote Bihar village of Sitabdiara. 

 Narayan was educated at universities in the United States, where he became a 

Marxist. 

 Upon his return to India in 1929, he joined the Indian National Congress 

(Congress Party). 

 In 1932 he was sentenced to a year’s imprisonment for his participation in the 

civil disobedience movement against British rule in India. 

 Upon release he took a leading part in the formation of the Congress Socialist 

Party, a left-wing group within the Congress Party, the organization that led the 

campaign for Indian independence. 

 He was imprisoned by the British again in 1939 for his opposition to Indian 

participation in World War II on the side of Britain, but he subsequently made a 

dramatic escape and for a short time tried to organize violent resistance to the 

government before his recapture in 1943. 

 After his release in 1946 he tried to persuade the Congress leaders to adopt a 

more militant policy against British rule. 
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 In 1948 he, together with most of the Congress Socialists, left the Congress 

Party and in 1952 formed the Praja Socialist Party. 

 Soon becoming dissatisfied with party politics, he announced in 1954 that he 

would thenceforth devote his life exclusively to the Bhoodan Yajna Movement, 

founded by Vinoba Bhave,which demanded that land be distributed among the 

landless. 

 His continuing interest in political problems, however, was revealed when in 

1959 he argued for a “reconstruction of Indian polity “by means of a four-tier 

hierarchy of village, district, state, and union councils. 

 When Indira Gandhi was found guilty of violating electoral laws by the Allahabad 

High Court. JP Narayan called for Indira and the CMs to resign and the military 

and police to disregard unconstitutional and immoral orders. He advocated a 

program of social transformation which he termed ‘Sampoorna Kranti' (total 

revolution) in 1974 against corruption in public life. 

 Total revolution: 

o Total Revolution is a combination of seven revolutions, viz., political, 

social, economic, cultural, ideological or intellectual, educational and 

spiritual. 

o The main motive was to bring in a change in the existing society that is in 

tune with the ideals of the Sarvodaya. 

 Jayaprakash Narayan was posthumously conferred with India's highest civilian 

award, the Bharat Ratna, for his "invaluable contribution to the freedom struggle 

and upliftment of the poor and downtrodden". 
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Tiwa tribe and Wanchuwa festival 

Recently, Tiwa tribesmen took part in a dance during the Wanchuwa festival in Karbi 

Anglong district of Assam. 

 

Tiwa tribe: 

 Tiwa also known as Lalung is indigenous community inhabiting the states of 

Assam and Meghalaya and are also found in some parts of Arunachal Pradesh 

and Manipur. 

 They are recognized as a Scheduled tribe within the state of Assam. But they still 

do not benefit the ST status in the state of Meghalaya. 

 They are divided into 2 sub-groups- Hill Tiwa and Plains Tiwa which have 

contrasting cultural features: 

o Hill Tiwa: They live in the westernmost areas of Karbi Anglong district. 

They speak a Tibeto-Burman language. In most cases, the husband goes 

to live in her wife's family settlement (matrilocality), and their children are 

included in their mother's clan. One-half of them follow their traditional 

religion. It is based on the worship of local deities. The other half has 

been converted to Christianity since the 1950s. 

o Plains Tiwa: They live on the flatlands of the Southern bank of the 

Brahmaputra valley. The vast majority speak Assamese as their mother 

tongue. Their descent system is patrilineal. Their religion shares many 

elements with Assamese Hinduism but remains specific. 
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 They practice Jhum or shifting cultivation, where the land is first cleared of any 

vegetation that is later set on fire (slash-and-burn). The result is a more fertile 

soil that is freshly enriched with potash, all the more useful for a bountiful crop. 

 The main festivals of the Tiwa tribes are: Three Pisu (Bihu), Borot utsav, Sogra 

phuja, Wanchuwa, Jonbeel Mela, Kabla, Langkhon Phuja and Yangli Phuja. 

 Pig is a staple part of their diet and their culture. 

Wanchuwa festival: 

 This festival is celebrated by Tiwa tribesmen to mark their good harvest. 

 It comes with songs, dances, a bunch of rituals and people clad in their native 

attires. 

 The people of Tiwa tribe associate the bountiful harvest with the higher power 

from nature. This takes the form of pigs' skulls and bones which act as deities 

and are preserved through many generations. 

 People do plenty of make up in the form of paste made of rice powder. They 

participate in dance with this make up. 

 With bamboo sticks in hand, the people proceed to rhythmically beat the rice 

powder, and occasionally pause to move around the circle. 

 Tiwas pray for a bountiful harvest as well as protection from pests and natural 

calamities. 

Remembering Maharana Pratap, Tagore and Gokhale 

Context 

Nation remembers legendary warrior Maharana Pratap, Rabindranath Tagore and Gopal 

Krishna Gokhale on their birth anniversaries. 
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About 

Maharana Pratap 

 He was a Rajput king of Mewar in Rajasthan area and was famous for his bravery 

in the region and his fight at Haldighati. 

 He was born on May 9, 1540, Pratap was the second son of King Udai Singh-II 

and Queen Jaiwanta Bai. 

Rabindra Nath Tagore 

 The 159th birth anniversary of Rabindra Nath Tagore is being celebrated all over 

West Bengal. A multifaceted personality, his prose, poetry and artwork are 

brilliant and thought provoking. He enhanced India's pride and richly 

contributed to the freedom movement. 

 He was born on May 7 in the Jorasanko mansion in Calcutta to Debendranath 

Tagore and Sarada Devi. 

 Tagore is also known as Gurudev, Kabiguru and Biswakabi. 

 He began writing poetry when he was just eight years old. He released his first 

collection of poems under the name Bhanusimha, or Sun Lion when he was 16. 

Soon, he began writing short stories and dramas under his own name. His 

writings gave rise to new forms of prose and verse which were different from 

the traditional models based on classical Sanskrit. 

 He attended a number of sessions of the Indian National Congress in Calcutta 

where he composed songs and sang during India's freedom struggle. He wrote 

India's national anthem, Jana Gana Mana and in 1911, he sang Jana Gana Mana 
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as the opening song for the second day of the Congress Session. It was later 

adopted as India's National Anthem. 

 He also wrote, Amar Sonar Bangla, the national anthem for Bangladesh. The Sri 

Lankan national anthem was inspired by his work. 

 While Rabindra Jayanti is celebrated on May 7 every year, Bengalis observe it on 

Pochishe Boishakh, the 25th day of the first Bengali month of Boishakh, and 

which rarely coincides with May 7. 

 He was the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913. 

 Tagore and the world-renowned scientist Albert Einstein were mutual admirers 

and also have a picture of them alongside each other. Tagore met Einstein at the 

latter's home in Germany's Caputh in 1930. 

 He passed away on August 7, 1941, in Calcutta. 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

 He was a famous social reformer, freedom fighter, scholar and Mahatma 

Gandhi's political guru. 

 He was born on May 9, 1866 in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. He was a professor of 

history and political economy at the Fergusson College, Pune. He resigned from 

the job to join active politics. 

 He was among the most prominent faces in the Indian National Congress (INC) 

and a strong advocate for constitutional ways of struggle for gaining 

independence from the Britishers. 

 He also served as the President of the INC and was elected to the post in 1905. 

 His deep concern for the marginalised section of the society led him to form 

the Servants of India Society, whose members dedicated themselves to lifelong 
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service for the poor and downtrodden. He also worked for the cause of the 

oppressed in South Africa. 

 He persuaded a young Mohandas Gandhi to return to India from South Africa to 

help the Congress in struggling for India's independence. 

 His rival in the INC was Lokmanya Tilak. Both the leaders came to represent the 

moderate and extremist faction in the party. 

 His mentor was Justice G. Ranade who had started the Sarvajanik Sabha Journal 

with the help of Gokhale. 

 He died at the age of 48, on February 19, 1915 in Bombay. 

 

 

History - Expansion of British Power in India 

 

Marathas and Other Provincial Kingdoms 

The East India Company, which started initially as a trading company, had, by 1773, 

acquired territorial control over Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Madras and Bombay. The Nawab 

of Awadh and Carnatic were their dependents. 

However, after 1765 they had to face stiff opposition from the Marathas, Haider Ali and 

Tipu Sultan of Mysore, and the Sikhs. The East India Company had to subjugate these 

powers in order to be paramount in India. 

 

The Conquest of Mysore: 
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 The State of Mysore was ruled by Haider Ali, a brilliant general, an able 

administrator and a shrewd diplomat. While the Carnatic was plagued by wars 

and Bengal was passing through a period of political turmoil, Haider Ali steadily 

rose to power in Mysore. He extended his kingdom up to the Krishna River. 

 Mysore, under Haider Ali, became a source of danger to the rising British power 

in India. Between 1767 and 1799, the Company waged four wars to destroy the 

power of Mysore. 

 

The First Mysore War: 

 In 1769 A.D. Haider Ali defeated the British in the First Anglo-Mysore War and 

besieged Madras. 

 The English were forced to sign a treaty according to which they promised to 

come to Haider Ali’s help if he was attacked by another power in future. 

 This treaty undoubtedly raised the prestige of Haider Ali. 

 

The Second Mysore War (1780-1784 A.D.): 

 In 1771 the Marathas attacked Haider Ali but the English did not help him in 

spite of their promise. Haider Ali waited for an opportunity to take revenge. 

When the English attacked and occupied the French port of Mahe, the only outlet 

for Mysore’s trade with Europe, Haider Ali declared war on them. 

 In the Second Anglo-Mysore War (A.D. 1780- 1784) the Nizam and the Marathas 

started as allies of Haider Ali but later on went over to The English side. 
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 Yet Haider Ali swept through the Carnatic, captured Arcot and threatened 

Madras. But the British army under Eyre Coote defeated Haider Ali at Porto Navo 

and saved Madras. After Haider Ali’s death in 1782, the war was carried on by 

his son Tipu Sultan. 

 The war came to an end by the Treaty of Mangalore (1784 A.D.). The prisoners 

of war and the conquered territories were mutually returned. 

 

The Third Mysore War (1790-1792 A.D.): 

 The Treaty of Mangalore had not resolved the conflict between Tipu and the 

English. Since both the English and Tipu Sultan were aiming at political 

supremacy over the Deccan, a renewal of hostilities between the two was 

inevitable. 

 The Third Anglo-Mysore War started (A.D. 1790-92) when Tipu attacked 

Travancore, an ally of the English and the only source of pepper for the East 

India Company. 

 The Nizam and the Marathas who were jealous of Tipu’s growing power joined 

the English. Lord Cornwallis defeated Tipu and forced him to sign the Treaty of 

Seringapatnam in 1792 A.D. 

 

According to this treaty: 

1. Tipu had to surrender half of his kingdom which was divided among the English 

and their allies i.e. the Maratha and the Nizam. 
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2. Tipu also had to pay a huge war indemnity of 330 lakhs of rupees. Besides, Tipu 

had to hand over two of his sons to the English as hostages. 

 The Third Anglo-Mysore War destroyed Tipu’s dominant position in the south 

and firmly established English supremacy there. This war also revealed that the 

Indian powers were shortsighted enough to aid a foreign power against another 

Indian power for the sake of temporary gains. 

 

Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799 A.D.): 

 A man like Tipu could not forget the humiliation of his defeat in the Third 

Anglo- Mysore War. He began preparations for a trial of strength with the 

English. He began to add to the fortification of his capital, improve his cavalry 

and discipline his infantry. He also tried to enlist the support of the French to 

oust the British from the south. 

 Lord Wellesley was determined to prevent French reentry into India. He asked 

Tipu Sultan to enter into a subsidiary alliance accepting British sovereignty. On 

Tipu’s spirited refusal, the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War started (A.D. 1799). The 

Nizam joined the English. 

 Tipu died fighting. Half of Tipu’s kingdom was annexed and divided between 

the English and the Nizam. The other half was given to a child of the old Hindu 

royal family which had been overthrown by Haider Ali. Tipu’s family was exiled 

to Vellore. The new ruler of Mysore became a subordinate ally of the British. 

British supremacy over southern India was established. 
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 It had taken the English 32 years to subjugate Mysore. The threat of French 

revival in the Deccan was permanently eliminated. 

 

The Collapse of the Marathas: 

 The Marathas had established a powerful empire in south-western part of India. 

But after the defeat at Panipat in 1761, Maratha power was split into five 

different virtually independent centres of power. The Peshwa, the head of the 

Marathas, was stationed in Poona. Gaekwad (in Baroda), Bhonsle (in Nagpur), 

Holkar (in Indore) and Sindhia (in Gwalior) were the other four Maratha chiefs. 

 The Marathas had made a remarkable recovery after the Battle of Panipat. 

Hence, it became imperative to confront the growing power of the English who 

aspired to take over the whole of India. Four Anglo-Maratha wars were fought 

between 1775 and 1818. 

 

The First Anglo-Maratha War (1775-1782 A.D.): 

Causes: 

 The First Anglo-Maratha War was a direct outcome of the involvement of the 

English in the internal politics of the Marathas with the motive of expanding 

their territories. 

 A bitter struggle for Peshwaship between Madhav Rao II (the infant son of the 

murdered Peshwa, Narayan Rao) and Raghunath Rao (an uncle of Narayan Rao 

who had been responsible for his murder) prompted the East India Company to 

interfere in favour of the latter. 
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Events: 

 The Maratha chiefs were united under the leadership of Nana Fadnavis who 

supported the claim of the infant Peshwa Madhav Rao II. 

 The Maratha army defeated the British army sent from Bombay. Warren Hastings 

sent an army from Bengal. The war dragged on for 4 years. The Marathas won a 

decisive victory. 

Results: 

 The long war with the Marathas came to an end by the Treaty of Salbai (1782). It 

provided for the mutual restitution of each other’s territories. Raghunath Rao 

was pensioned off. Madhav Rao II was recognised as the Peshwa. The British 

gained little out of this war except the island of Salsette. 

 However, the treaty inaugurated an era of 20 years of peace with the Marathas. 

The Company used this period to subjugate Mysore and strengthen their 

position in Bengal. But the Maratha chiefs frittered away their energy in bitter 

conflicts among themselves. 

The Second Maratha War (1803 A.D. – 1805 A.D.): 

Causes: 

 After Madhav Rao II’ s death, Peshwa Baji Rao II succeeded him. He was a weak 

ruler. In spite of their internal conflicts, Mahadaji Sindhia and Nana Fadnavis had 

succeeded in keeping the Marathas united. But after their death, the various 

Maratha chiefs, blind to the real danger from the rapidly increasing British 
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power, were engaged in bitter strife with one another to control the Peshwa. 

This power struggle among them proved to be their undoing. 

 In 1802, when Holkar defeated the combined armies of Peshwa Baji Rao II and 

Sindhia, Baji Rao fled to Bassein and sought British protection. He accepted the 

subsidiary alliance and was installed in Poona by the Company. 

Events: 

 Alarmed by the growing power of the British, Sindhia and Bhonsle declared war 

against them. But their combined forces were defeated. 

Results: 

 Both Sindhia and Bhonsle had to accept all the terms of the subsidiary alliance. 

They had also to surrender large tracts of valuable land. An English Resident 

was posted in their territories. Holkar, who had remained neutral in the second 

Anglo-Maratha War, took up arms against the English. He was subsequently 

defeated and his capital Indore was captured. 

 Wellesley’s policy of conquest was proving to be very expensive for the 

Company. So he was recalled from India. Wellesley’s successor George Barlow 

signed a peace treaty with Holkar in 1806. He restored his kingdom to Holkar. 

The defeat of the Marathas in the second Anglo-Maratha War was a severe blow 

to their power and prestige. 

 

The Third Anglo-Maratha War (1817 A.D.-1818 A.D.): 

Causes: 
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 After the Second Anglo-Maratha War, the Marathas made one last attempt to 

shake off the Company’s yoke. Peshwa Baji Rao II began to resent the control of 

the British Resident. 

 Further, Lord Hastings forced him to renounce the headship of the Maratha 

confederacy and surrender more territory to the Company. 

Events: 

 The Third Anglo-Maratha War started in 1817 when the Peshwa, with the 

support of Bhonsle and Holkar, attacked and burnt down the British Residency in 

Kirkee near Pune. But the English decisively defeated them. Within a year the 

entire Maratha confederacy was subjugated. 

Results: 

 Peshwa Baji Rao II was deposed and deported to Bithur. But he was granted a 

pension of Rs 8 lakh a year. His territories were annexed. The hereditary post of 

Peshwa was abolished. A small state, Satara, was created out of the Peshwa’s 

territories and a descendant of Shivaji was installed on the throne. 

 The Maratha leaders ceded large portions of their territories to the English. All 

of them accepted the system of subsidiary alliance. The Marathas were the only 

Indian powers who were capable of succeeding the Mughals. They had risen to 

power with the decline of the Mughal Empire, but were nearly wiped out by the 

British. Only the Punjab retained her independence. 

 

Causes of Maratha Failure: 
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1. The Maratha chiefs failed to unite even in times of crisis. The English took 

advantage of this disunity. 

2. By the end of the 18th century the Marathas had lost some of their ablest 

leaders. But they failed to produce leaders like Baji Rao I, Mahadaji Sindhia or 

Nana Fadnavis. 

3. The Marathas lacked an efficient system of administration or a sound economic 

policy. The system of extorting chauth and Sardeshmukhi made them lose the 

loyalty of the conquered people. 

4. The British were equipped with modern military techniques. With their 

outmoded methods of warfare, the Marathas were easily defeated by the 

English. 

The Annexation of the Punjab: 

 The loose confederation of the Sikhs of Punjab was unified into a compact 

powerful unit by Ranjit Singh. He expanded his empire through conquests. 

 To check his advance beyond the Sutlej the East India Company persuaded 

Ranjit Singh to sign the Treaty of Amritsar (1809). By this treaty he promised not 

to expand east of the Sutlej and confine his conquests to the north. 

 

The First Sikh War: 

Causes: 

 After Ranjit Singh’s death, the Punjab went through a period of chaos and 

confusion. Taking advantage of political instability in the area, the Khalsa army 
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had become very powerful. The British watched these developments and 

increased their military forces at the borders, possibly anticipating future war. 

 In 1843, Ranjit Singh’s minor son, Dalip Singh, became the ruler with Rani 

Jindan as the Regent. To weaken the army and keep it engaged, Rani Jindan 

deliberately encouraged the army to cross the river Sutlej and attack the English. 

In December 1845 the Sikh army crossed the Sutlej and invaded the Company’s 

territories. This led to the First Anglo-Sikh War (1845-1846). 

Events: 

 The patriotic Sikh soldiers fought very bravely but they were completely 

defeated. The British army occupied Lahore. 

 

Results: 

 By the Treaty of Lahore (1846) the Sikhs ceded the Jalandhar Doab, Kashmir and 

its dependencies to the English. A British Resident and a powerful British force 

were posted in Lahore. Kashmir was sold to Gulab Singh, a Dogra chief. 

 By a supplementary treaty it was decided that the Sikh state was to be ruled by a 

Council under the control of the British Resident. Rani Jindan was removed from 

her post. 

 

The Second Sikh War: 

Causes: 
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 British control over the Punjab aroused a lot of resentment among the Sikhs. In 

1848 a number of revolts against the British broke out in the Punjab. 

 The Governor-General, Lord Dalhousie, declared war. The Sikh army which had 

been reduced by the Treaty of Lahore was completely crushed. 

 By a proclamation in 1849, Lord Dalhousie annexed the whole of the Punjab to 

the British Empire. Dalip Singh was pensioned off. 

Results: 

 The Marathas, Mysore and the Punjab had challenged the British presence in the 

subcontinent. Each of them had been subjugated. 

 With the annexation of the Punjab the British conquest of India was almost 

complete. Only a few small states retained their independence or were turned 

into subsidiary allies. 

 

Methods of Expansion: 

Apart from wars, several Governor Generals followed other methods to ensure the 

Company’s supremacy in India. 

 

Subsidiary Alliance: 

 Lord Wellesley perfected the system of subsidiary alliance to subjugate Indian 

powers without going through actual warfare. Any Indian ruler whose security 

was threatened could enter into a subsidiary alliance with the British. The British 

promised to protect the ruler from external attack and internal revolt. 
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 The ruler would have to accept the supremacy of the British in India. The ruler 

would have to keep and pay for the maintenance of certain number of British 

troops who would be permanently placed in the territory of the subsidiary ally. A 

British Resident would be posted in the court of the ruler. The Indian ruler was 

not allowed to employ any European in his service. 

 The ruler would not sign any treaty or form an alliance with any other power 

without the permission of the British Resident. States like Mysore, Hyderabad, 

Awadh, the Rajputs and Marathas were forced to accept this alliance after being 

defeated by the English. 

 The system of subsidiary alliance proved to be disastrous for the Indian rulers. 

They became virtual puppets in the hands of the British. The payment of huge 

amounts of money for the maintenance of British troops was a heavy drain on 

their resources. Indian states became impoverished while the British could 

maintain a portion of their army at the expense of Indian rulers. 

 

Doctrine of Lapse: 

 In 1848, Lord Dalhousie arrived in India as the Governor General. Dalhousie was 

determined to extend British rule over India. His imperialist policy was based 

on three fundamental principles, namely: 

o the expansion of territories by war; 

o the occupation of Indian states through the application of the Doctrine of Lapse; 

and 

o the takeover of Indian states on grounds of maladministration. 
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 Dalhousie occupied the Punjab and Sindh through war. He brought several 

subordinate states directly under the Company’s rule by annexing them on the 

basis of the Doctrine of Lapse. According to Indian tradition, a king adopted an 

heir to the throne if he did not have his own son. But by the Doctrine of Lapse, if 

the king of a subordinate state died without a natural male heir, then the 

kingdom would ‘lapse’ to the British i.e. it would automatically pass into the 

hands of the British. Satara, Sambalpur, Jhansi and Nagpur were annexed under 

this policy. The families of the former rulers would be pensioned off. However, 

Nana Saheb, the adopted son of Peshwa Baji Rao II, was not given pension. 

 On grounds of maladministration, Awadh was occupied in 1856. Nawab Wajid 

Ali was pensioned off and sent to Calcutta. By 1856, the East India Company had 

brought the whole of India under its control. After this no war was waged to 

expand the British Empire any further. Parts of the country that were under 

Indian rulers were effectively under British control. 

 

 

History - Current Affairs 

 

Ropeway project to Elephanta caves 

Ministry of Culture assured that "full cooperation" will be provided to India’s first and 

longest ropeway project over the sea connecting Mumbai with the Elephanta Caves. 

 It is pitted as the country’s first and longest ropeway project over the sea. 

 It is to be executed by the Mumbai Port Trust, under the Ministry of Shipping. 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

 As Elephanta caves is a world heritage site, clearance will have to be taken 

from Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), besides the Indian Navy, Coast Guard 

and the Ministry of Environment. 

 The required approval is likely to come soon under the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958. 

Significance 

 The caves see an annual footfall of nearly seven lakh visitors and are one of the 

must-visit places around Mumbai. 

 Presently, it takes around an hour for the 10-km cruise from Mumbai and vice 

versa. The 14-minute ride by 30-seater cable cars will give a major boost to 

tourism 

Elephanta Caves 

 The Elephanta Caves are located in Western India on Elephanta Island (otherwise 

known as the Island of Gharapuri) in Mumbai Harbour. 

 The caves are carved out of solid basalt rock and cover an area of 60,000 sq. ft 

 There are two groups of caves on Elephanta Island, each featuring the rock-cut 

style of architecture. 

 The larger one of these two groups has five caves with numerous Hindu 

sculptures. 

 Two Buddhist caves at the site make up the smaller group along with water 

tanks and a Stupa. 

 Each cave has been carved as a rock-cut temple with one main huge chamber, 

courtyards, two lateral chambers, and minor shrines. 
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 Cave 1 aka the Grand Cave is the biggest one among these. This cave temple is 

mainly dedicated to Lord Shiva and has several structures and carvings 

celebrating the deity and his different forms. 

 Today, the magnificent Elephanta Caves count among the top tourist attractions 

and historical monuments in Mumbai. This architectural marvel was granted the 

status of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 1987. 

 

Indus Valley inscriptions 

 A research paper published recently in Palgrave Communications, a Nature 

group journal claims that majority of the Indus Valley inscriptions were written 

logographically (by using word signs) and not by using phonograms (speech 

sounds units). 

 Another paper, titled “Interrogating Indus inscription to unravel their mechanism 

of meaning conveyance”, published recently points out that the inscriptions can 

be compared to the structured messages found on stamps, coupons, tokens and 

currency coins of modern times. 

About 

 Indus Valley inscriptions are discovered from 4,000 ancient inscribed objects, 

including seals, tablets, ivory rods, pottery shards, etc. 

 These Indus inscriptions are one of the most enigmatic legacies of the Indus 

Valley civilization but these have not been deciphered due to the absence of 

bilingual texts, extreme brevity of the inscriptions, and ignorance about the 

language(s) encoded by Indus script. 
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Findings of the paper: 

 The paper focuses on understanding how Indus inscriptions conveyed 

meanings, rather than on deciphering what they conveyed. 

 Analysing the brevity of the inscriptions, the rigid positional preferences 

maintained by the signs of the inscriptions, and the co-occurrence of restriction 

patterns demonstrated by certain classes of Indus signs, it was inferred that 

such patterns can never be phonological co-occurrence restrictions (two or 

more sound units that cannot be pronounced together). 

 A very compelling, nearly unassailable proof of the logographic nature of Indus 

inscriptions comes from the co-occurrence restriction patterns maintained 

within them. 

 It classifies all the signs into nine functional classes. 

 The inscribed seals and tablets were used in some administrative operation that 

controlled the commercial transactions prevalent in the trade-savvy settlements 

of the ancient Indus valley Civilisation. 

 The inscriptions can be compared to the messages found on stamps, coupons, 

tokens and currency coins of modern times, where we expect formulaic texts 

that encode certain type of information in some pre-defined ways, rather than 

freely composed narrative. 

 A common perception among some scholars is that the Indus script is logo-

syllabic, where one symbol can be used as a word sign at one time and as a 

syllable-sign at another. This method, where a word-symbol also gets 

sometimes used only for its sound value, is called the rebus principle. For 

example, we can combine the pictures of a honey bee and a leaf to signify the 

word “belief” (bee+leaf). 
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 The paper states that, though many ancient scripts use rebus methods to 

generate new words, the inscriptions found on the Indus seals and tablets have 

not used rebus as the mechanism to convey meaning. 

 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

 

UNESCO (The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) declared 

the Prosecco Hills of Conegliano and Valdobbiadene as a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

at the 43rd agency’s meeting in Baku (capital of Azerbaijan). 

About 

More on News: 

 Italy has more UNESCO sites than any other European country–and it ties only 

with China globally. 

 The hills of Conegliano and Valdobbiadene is located north-east of Venice in 

Italy. It is home to the world-famous sparkling wine Prosecco. 

 The landscape is characterized by Ciglioni, a small plot of vines on narrow 

grassy terraces, forests, small villages and farmland. 

 These hills are the eighth UNESCO World Heritage site in the Veneto region, the 

55th site in Italy, and the 10th site in the world to be registered under the 

category of “cultural landscape” in recognition of their unique interaction 

between man and the environment. 

 The new World Heritage Site status is expected to promote awareness, 

encourage tourism and boost the local economy. 
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 Earlier in this month, UNESCO also added The Twentieth Century Architecture 

of Frank Lloyd Wright as another cultural site to its list of World Heritage 

properties. 

UNESCO’s World Heritage Site list 

 The list of World Heritage Sites is maintained by the international ‘World 

Heritage Programme’ which is administered by the UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee. 

 The UNESCO World Heritage Committee is composed of 21 UNESCO member 

states, elected by the General Assembly. 

 A World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by UNESCO for its special cultural 

or physical significance. 

Criteria for inclusion in List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

 Any heritage or any historical site has to be first on the tentative list to be a part 

of UNESCO’s World Heritage sites. Once it makes it to the tentative list, then the 

proposal is sent to the UNESCO for inclusion in the final List of UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites, only if the site: 

 Contains significant natural habitats for conservation of biological diversity, 

including threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of 

view of science or conservation. 

 Associates with events, living traditions, ideas, beliefs, and artistic & literary 

works of outstanding universal significance etc. 
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History - Advent of different powers in India 

 

Advent of Europeans in India, Later Mughals, 

 India had contacts with Europe since time immemorial through land route, 

which affected both India and Europe culturally and materially. 

 But the advent of European powers into India by discovering sea route to India 

had far-reaching consequences on the shape and course of Indian society and 

history from the middle of the 15th century. 

 First to come to India as traders were the Portuguese, who were followed by the 

Dutch, the British and the French, who subsequently developed designs to be 

the political masters of India. 

 Of all the European powers, the British succeeded in becoming the political 

masters of India. Indians continued their struggle against the European powers 

in the 18th and 19th centuries and only by the middle of the 20th century India 

could become independent after the partition of the subcontinent. 

 Much water has flown under the bridge in these four hundred years in India, and 

India underwent transition from a feudal, conservative, exclusive social system 

to a capitalistic, progressive and inclusive social system during this period with 

self-assertion based on introspection and external stimuli of ideas of equality, 

liberty, fraternity and people’s rule instead of rule of one man, i.e., from 

monarchy to democracy. 
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 What we notice in this transition process was the tendency of continuity and 

change in all the spheres effecting human activity on the Indian soil, in spite of 

the foreign domination of our country by the British from 1757 to 1947 and 

their efforts to bring about a total change in our basic attitudes and outlook. 

 The factors of the emergence of nation states, renaissance and reformation, 

agricultural and industrial revolution, new economic doctrine of mercantilism, 

competition between nation states for breaking the mercantile monopoly of the 

merchants of Venice and Geneva over sea-borne trade, and a great advance in 

navigational technologies like compass gave strong impetus for geographical 

discoveries leading to the finding of new worlds and new sea routes. 

 As a consequence of the above factors, a new route to the east via the Cape of 

Good Hope was discovered. This led to the European monopoly over the seas 

and the advent of Europeans into India in search of trade and commerce in 

spices, which were essential requirements of their food habits. Owing to the 

rivalry of European powers, India became the actual theatre of conflicts by the 

middle of the 18th century. 

 

The Portuguese Power in India: 

 India maintained long distance trade with South-East Asia and the west Asian 

countries but India never had direct contact of maritime trade with European 

nations bordering the Atlantic Ocean. Prince Henry, the Navigator (1398-1460), 

the ruler of Portugal took the lead among the European nations and promoted 

seafaring activity. During the regime of King John II, Bartholomew Diaz crossed 

the Cape of Good Hope. When King Emmanuel was ruling Portugal, Vasco de 
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Gama started his expedition in 1497 and landed on the Indian soil (Calicut) in 

May 1498. Vasco de Gama’s silent landing on the Indian soil ushered a new 

chapter of far-reaching consequences. 

 He was cordially received by Zamorin of Calicut. Vasco de Gama came to India 

again in 1501 and returned to Portugal in 1503 and by that time they 

established trading centres at Calicut, Cochin and Cannanore and effectively 

suppressed the Arab resistence. 

 De Almedia was appointed as the first viceroy in India in 1505 and he initiated 

the ‘Blue Water’ policy or the mastery of sea by strong naval power. In 1509, De 

Almedia was followed by Albuquerque as the second viceroy and he was in that 

power till 1515. 

 Albuquerque laid the foundation of the Portuguese power in India by conquering 

Goa in 1510, and it became the headquarters of the Portuguese in India. In 

1515, he conquered Ormuz; an island in the Persian Gulf He also built a fort at 

Cochin with the approval of its ruler. 

 The Portuguese obtained Diu and Bassein in 1534 and in 1538 they conquered 

Daman. Thus, the Portuguese power in India grew but their power and influence 

declined from the beginning of the 17th century. 

 They failed in India due to various factors like their zeal to convert Indians to 

Christianity and the defeat of Portugal by Spain. But for the first time in the 

history of international trade, commercial treaties with Indian rulers were 

concluded, by the Portuguese alone. 

 The present European contact revolutionalized the outlook of the Indians 

significantly with far-reaching impact on the future course of the Indian society. 

The production of cash crops, especially spices grew with an eye on 
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international trade, and agricultural production had become enormously 

market-oriented. 

 

The Dutch East India Company: 

 By a charter of the Government of Holland, the Dutch East India Company was 

established in 1602. As the Dutch were very much interested in spice trade, they 

had their focus on the Far East and made India their trading depot. 

 In 1606, they established their factories at Petapalli and Masulipatnam. 

Realizing that Indian textiles have a large market, they established factories at 

Pulicat in 1610, Cambay in 1620, Surat and Agra in 1621, Hariharapur in 1633, 

Patna in 1638, Dacca in 1650, Udaiganj in 1651, Chinsura in 1653, Quasim 

Bazar, Barangore, Balasure and Nagapatnam in 1659-60. 

 The Dutch withdrew from Golkonda by 1684. They also opened factories in 

Bengal, at Khankul in 1669 and at Malda in 1676 but both were closed down 

soon. 

 The rising Dutch power was looked as a threat by the British and a truce was 

concluded between them in 1619 but it did not last long. By 1795, the British 

expelled the Dutch from India totally. In India, the factories of the Dutch were 

administered by a council consisting of the director, a senior factor, the in 

charge of the company’s trade books, a law enforcement officer, the in charge 

of the warehouses, the in charge of the loading and unloading and six junior 

factors. Of the six, one acted as secretary to the council. 

 Their headquarters was in Batavia. The Dutch received encouragement from the 

rulers of Golkonda, the Nayaks of Tanjore and Shahjahan, Aurangzeb and 
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Jahandar Shah. 

 

The English East India Company: 

 ‘The English Association of the Merchant Adventurers’ was established in 1599 

with the objective of carrying on trade with the east. This company, which is 

popular as east India Company obtained a Royal Charter with trade monopoly in 

the east from Queen Elizabeth on 31 December, 1600. 

 By 1608, the first factory at Surat was decided to be opened by the British. By 

1619, they established factories at Agra, Ahmedabad and Broach. Even before 

these factories, one factory was established at Machilipatnam in 1611, one 

at Armagaon in 1625, and obtained Madras in 1639 and constructed Fort St. 

George. They acquired Bombay Island in 1668 and fortified it soon and it 

becomes the headquarters of the west in 1687. 

 In the east, they established their factories in Orissa at Hariharapur and Balasore 

in 1633, in 1651 at Hughli and in 1698 they acquired the Zamindari of Sumauti, 

Kalikata and Govindpur, where they built Fort William and in later days it grew 

into a big city known as Calcutta. 

 The internal management of the East India Company was carried on by ‘Court of 

Committee’ for some time and in 1709 the name was changed to ‘Court of 

directors’ which was based in London. 

 The Company was empowered to make laws and judicial powers. In India, each 

factory was administered by a governor-in-council. There exists a close 

relationship between the company and the crown, and the crown and parliament 
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controlled the East India Company through charters. 

 

The French East India Company: 

 The French were the last of the European powers to enter the eastern trade. The 

French East India Company was established in 1664. 

 In 1668 the first French factory was established in Surat. The French established 

their second factory at Masulipatnam in 1669. 

 The French obtained Pondicherry in 1673 and they built Chandranagore in 

1690-92. There was rivalry between the French and the British and the Dutch 

for major share in the eastern trade. 

 Further the hostile relations between these powers in Europe also led to war in 

India. There was hostility between the French and the Dutch in India in 1690 and 

again in 1721. 

 The French and the British companies clashed in India between 1742 and 1766. 

The French hopes of establishing their political powers came to an end in 18th 

century. 

 In the beginning the French had their headquarters at Surat but later they 

shifted it to Pondicherry. The supreme body of the French was known 

as “Superior Council of the Indies”. 

 It was headed by a Director General and he was placed in charge of the French 

affairs in India. The superior council consisted of a Governor and five members. 

 The Governor’s voice was final. One aspect to be noted is the mutual jealousies 

and quarrels between the French officials and the commanders in India, which 

ultimately affected the fortunes of the French in India. 
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 The French East India Company was a state controlled organization and from 

1723, it was almost wholly controlled by the French government. 

 The Directors now have become its representatives. The Directors have no 

powers for all practical purposes. After 1730 the French East India Company had 

became the national East India Company. 

 After 1789, the French East India trade was thrown open to individuals. In a way 

it is the French who initiated the strategy of interfering in internal affairs of the 

Indian states to obtain political mileage and showed the way to the British. 

 While the French failed in their strategy, it is the British who were successful. 

Besides the Portuguese, the Dutch, the British, and the French, the Danes 

entered India as traders in 1616 and obtained Trancquabar port from the 

Nayaks of Tanjore in 1620 and built a fort there. 

 Though they started factories at Masulipatnam, port Novo, and Serampur, their 

success in trading business was short-lived as their sources were scanty. They 

sold their factories to the British and left India finally in 1845. 

 Likewise, the Swedish East India did business for a short while and the activities 

of Flander’s merchants were also limited to India alone for a short while. 

 The discovery of the new sea route via the Cape of Good Hope, threw the 

eastern trade open to all European nations. Consequently, the Portuguese, the 

Dutch, the British and the French merchant companies opened their factories in 

Africa and Asia. 

 These European companies exhibited interest in obtaining more and more 

concessions from the Indian rulers as each was very desirous of gaining a 

monopoly of eastern trade against the other powers. 
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This desire for monopoly made them enter into conflicts with one another both on land 

and sea. By 1750, the fortune smiled at the British and the British emerged victorious 

and developed designs to establish their political supremacy in India. 

 

 

 

History - Current Affairs 

 

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya 

 

103rd birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya 

 Deendayal's personal life: 

o Deendayal Upadhyaya was born in a village near the Farah town in 

Mathura district called Chandrabhan, which later went on to be named 

after him as “Deendayal Dham”. 

o His father's name was Bhagwati Prasad, an astrologer, and his mother 

Rampyari was a religious woman. 

o Both his parents died when he was only eight years old and he was then 

brought up by his maternal uncle and aunt who took care of him and his 

education as well. 

 Education of Deendayal Upadhyaya: 

o He completed his intermediate education at Birla College, Pilani, and his 

Bachelors in Arts at Sanatan Dharma College, Kanpur, in 1939. At this 
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college, he came into contact with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 

(RSS) through his classmate Baluji Mahashabde. 

o He further joined St John's College in Agra to pursue a master's degree in 

English literature, but didn't complete it. 

 Upadhyaya as a writer: 

o Deendayal Upadhyaya first started the monthly “Rashtra Dharma” from 

Lucknow in the 1940s, meant for spreading the ideology of Hindutva 

nationalism. 

o Later on, he also started the weekly “Panchjanya” and then the daily 

“Swadesh”. 

o He edited the weekly and daily from Kanpur itself. 

 He wrote a Hindi drama on Chandragupta Maurya, a biography of 

Shankaracharya, and translated a Marathi biography of Hedge war. 

 Deendayal and the Bharatiya Jana Sangh: 

o After meeting the RSS founder KB Hedge war in 1942, he joined RSS as a 

full-time worker, called Pracharak. 

o In 1951, Shyama Prasad Mukherjee founded the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. 

o Deendayal was seconded to the party by the RSS, bestowed with the 

responsibility of moulding it into a genuine member of the 'Sangh 

Parivar'. 

o Then, he was appointed as General Secretary of the party's Uttar Pradesh 

branch, and later as the all-India General Secretary. 
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o He remained the general secretary for 15 long years and also contested 

for Lok Sabha from Uttar Pradesh, but did not get elected as he failed to 

gain enough political traction. 

 Upadhyaya's ideology for India: 

o Upadhyaya devised the political philosophy of Integral Humanism, which 

advocates the simultaneous and integrated program of the body, mind 

and intellect and soul of each human being. 

o This philosophy of his is a synthesis of the material and the spiritual; the 

individual and the collective. 

o For India, he visualised a decentralised polity and self-reliant economy 

with the village being the core basis which thought of India as an 

independent nation which cannot rely upon western concepts like 

individualism, democracy, socialism, communism or capitalism. 

o Deendayal was of the view that India is in urgent need of a 'fresh breeze' 

to get rid of the post-independence westernisation. 

o He felt Indian intellect had been suffocated, and Indian polity was no 

more rooted in the traditions of our ancient culture. 

o Deendayal, just like all strong leaders, believed in the concept of Swaraj 

(Self Governance). 

 Deendayal's death: A mystery 

o A pool of doubt surrounds the mysterious death of this political leader. 

o Travelling in a train to Patna, a year after he was elected in 1967 as the 

president of the Jana Sangh, he was allegedly murdered. 

o 10 minutes after the train's arrival at Mughal sarai station, his body was 

found near it clutching a five-rupee note in his hand. 
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o Hence, the problematic case has been looked into by several judges and 

has seen demands made by several MPs, politicians and family members 

to be reopened. 

Upadhyaya's eternal legacy: 

o Ever since BJP came to power under PM Modi, several public institutions, 

government schemes, and recently a railway station, were renamed after 

him. 

o A Delhi road/marg has been renamed as Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Marg. 

o An institute was established as Deen Dayal Research Institute which deals 

with queries on Upadhyaya and his works. 

o Mughalsarai junction in UP where Deendayal's body was found has been 

renamed as Deen Dayal Upadhyaya junction. 

Several Schemes in the name of Deendayal Upadhyaya: 

 Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana (DAY). 

 Deendayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) . 

 Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Shramev Jayate Karyakram. 

 Deendayal Upadhyaya Swaniyojan Yojana (DUSY). 

 Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana. 

 

Sant Ravidas--the mystic Guru of Bhakti movement 
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Amid the State-wide protest by Ravidas community over the alleged demolition of a 

temple in New Delhi on the purported direction of apex court, Punjab Chief Minister on 

Sunday sought Prime Minister’s intervention to pacify the community leaders. 

About 

 Guru Ravidas was a famous saint of the Bhakti Movement and was born in 1377 

C.E. at Mandhuadhe which is located in Uttar Pradesh, India. 

 He was one of the most famous and leading star of the nirguna sampradaya 

means sant parampara and lead the North Indian Bhakti movement. 

 He has given variety of spiritual and social messages through his great writings 

of poetry to his lovers, followers, community people, and society people to 

reform their mind and show their boundless love towards God. 

 He was the vision of people as a messiah in order to complete the social and 

spiritual needs. He was the spiritually rich person worshipped by the people. 

 Guru Ravidas was also known as Raidas, Rohidas or Ruhidas. 

 His Association with Meera Bai 

 Sant Guru Ravidas Ji is considered as a spiritual Guru of the Meera Bai 

 She was very impressed by the teachings of Guru Ravidass Ji and became the 

great follower of him. 

 Meera Bai has written some lines in the respect of his Guru “Guru Milyaa Ravidas 

Ji …” 

His Involvement in Social Issues 



GRASP IAS – An Institute for Civil Services Exams 

MYUPSC.COM 

 He was sent by the God on the earth when required him to save the real Dharma 

as at that time social and religious patterns were distressing because of the lots 

of manmade discriminations over social beliefs, caste, color and etc. 

 He bravely faced all the discriminations and answered people about the real 

definition of beliefs and castes. 

 He taught people that one is not known by his caste, religion or believes for 

God, he known only for his great actions (or karma). He also worked against the 

system of untouchability in the society by the higher caste people for lower 

caste people. 

 He spread a message that “God created man and not man created God” means 

everyone is created by the God and has equal rights on this earth. 

Guru Ravi Das’s teachings relevant today 

 Every citizen of the country should work for the welfare of society and serve the 

humanity selflessly as preached by Guru Ravi Dass Ji Maharaj. 

 Teachings of great spiritual saint inspire us to lead a righteous life. There were 

five human values of Sathya, Dharma, Shanti, Prema and Ahimsa. These human 

values were taught by saints of all religions, which confer inner bliss. 

 Propagate the message of Guru Ravi Dass Ji to every nook and corner of the 

country to fight the evils of casteism, communalism, corruption which have 

engulfed the society today. 

 

Kolam maps 

Kolams maps are helping women map business potential. 
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About 

 Kolam is a traditional drawing found across south India. 

 It is drawn by using rice flour, chalk, chalk powder or rock powder, often using 

naturally or synthetically colored powders. 

 It is a geometrical line drawing composed of curved loops, drawn around a grid 

pattern of dots. 

 Kolams are thought to bring prosperity to homes. Every morning, millions of 

women draw kolams on the ground with white rice flour. 

 Through the day, the drawings get walked on, washed out in the rain, or blown 

around in the wind; new ones are made the next day 

Kolam Maps 

 This skill of drawing a sequence of dots and deftly making geometric patterns 

has been used to draw the maps in Tamil Nadu 

 It is helping women in Tamil Nadu to identify lucrative locations to set up 

businesses. 

 Every single detail on the streets is observed near homes, making notes of the 

shops, tea stalls, water points, temples and everything. Then it is drawn on the 

ground and they understand what they have and what they don’t. 

 The kolam inspired maps are now a ready reckoner for thousands of women, all 

budding entrepreneurs trapped in low paying jobs, to decide which business to 

start or where to set up shop. 
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Thank You! 

Best wishes for your exams! 

 


