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Introduction of Andhra Pradesh 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh is one of the south-eastern states of India. A new State Telangana got its 

existence out of it on 2nd June 2014. In population, Andhra is the 10th biggest state of the 

country. As per 2011 census, the population of the state is 49,386,799. The capital of the 

state is Hyderabad. There are many beautiful cities, places in the state namely Vijayawada, 

Araku Valley, Visakhapatnam Port, Godavari Arch Bridge, Dolphin's Nose Mountain etc. 

 

The north-western portion of Andhra Pradesh was separated to form the new state of 

Telangana on 2 June 2014, and Hyderabad, the longtime capital of Andhra Pradesh, was 

transferred to Telangana as part of the division. However, in accordance with the Andhra 

Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014, Hyderabad was to remain the acting capital of both 

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana states for a period of time not exceeding ten years. The new 

riverfront de facto capital, Amaravati, is under the jurisdiction of the Andhra Pradesh 

Capital Region Development Authority. 

 

Andhra Pradesh has a coastline of 974 km – the second longest coastline among the states 

of India, after Gujarat, with jurisdiction over almost 15,000 km2 of territorial waters. The 

state is bordered by Telangana in the north-west, Chhattisgarh and Odisha in the north-

east, Karnataka in the west, Tamil Nadu in the south, and to the east lays the Bay of Bengal. 

The small enclave of Yanam, a district of Puducherry, lies to the south of Kakinada in the 

Godavari delta on the eastern side of the state. 

 

The state is made up of the two major regions of Rayalaseema, in the inland southwestern 

part of the state, and Coastal Andhra to the east and northeast, bordering the Bay of Bengal. 

The state comprises thirteen districts in total, nine of which are located in Coastal Andhra 

and four in Rayalaseema. The largest city and commercial hub of the state are 

Visakhapatnam, located on the Bay of Bengal; the second largest city in the state is 

Vijayawada, located on the banks of the Krishna River. The economy of Andhra Pradesh is 

the seventh-largest state economy in India. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

A group of people named Andhras was mentioned in Sanskrit texts such as Aitareya 

Brahmana (800–500 BCE). According to Aitareya Brahmana of the Rig Veda, the Andhras 

left north India from banks of River Yamuna and settled in south India. The Satavahanas 

have been mentioned by the names Andhra, Andhrara-jateeya and Andhrabhrtya in the 

Puranic literature. They did not refer themselves as Andhra in any of their coins or 

inscriptions; it is possible that they were termed as Andhras because of their ethnicity or 

because their territory included the Andhra region. 

 

Harihara and Bukka, who served as treasury officers of the Kakatiyas of Warangal, 

founded the Vijayanagara Empire. In 1347 CE, an independent Muslim state, the Bahmani 

Sultanate, was established in south India by Ala-ud-Din Bahman Shah in a revolt against 

the Delhi Sultanate. The Qutb Shahi dynasty held sway over the Andhra country for about 

two hundred years from the early part of the sixteenth century to the end of the seventeenth 

century. 

 

India became independent from the United Kingdom in 1947. The Nizam wanted to retain 

the independence of the Princely Hyderabad State from India, but the people of the region 

launched a movement to join the Indian Union. The state of Hyderabad was forcibly joined to 

the Republic of India with Operation Polo in 1948. 

 

In an effort to gain an independent state based on linguistic identity, and to protect the 

interests of the Telugu-speaking people of Madras State, Potti Sreeramulu fasted to death 

in 1952. As Madras became a bone of contention, in 1949 a JVP committee report stated: 

"Andhra Province could be formed provided the Andhras give up their claim on the city of 

Madras (now Chennai)". After Potti Sreeramulu's death, the Telugu-speaking area of Andhra 

State was carved out of Madras State on 1 October 1953, with Kurnool as its capital city. On 

the basis of the gentlemen's agreement of 1 November 1956, the States Reorganisation Act 

formed combined Andhra Pradesh by merging Andhra State with the Telugu-speaking areas 

of the already existing Hyderabad State. Hyderabad was made the capital of the new state. 

The Marathi-speaking areas of Hyderabad State merged with Bombay State and the 

Kannada-speaking areas were merged with Mysore State. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The state has varied topography ranging from the hills of Eastern Ghats and Nallamala Hills 

to the shores of Bay of Bengal that supports varied ecosystems, the rich diversity of flora 

and fauna. There are two main rivers namely, Krishna and Godavari that flow through the 

state. The coast of the state extends along the Bay of Bengal from Srikakulam to Nellore 

district. The plains to the east of Eastern Ghats form the Eastern coastal plains. The coastal 

plains are for the most part of delta regions formed by the Godavari, Krishna, and Penner 

Rivers. The Eastern Ghats are discontinuous and individual sections have local names. The 

Eastern Ghats are a major dividing line in the state's geography. The Kadapa Basin formed 

by two arching branches of the Eastern Ghats is a mineral-rich area. The Ghats become 

more pronounced towards the south and extreme north of the coast. Most of the coastal 

plains are put to intense agricultural use. The Rayalaseema region has semi-arid conditions. 

 

The Andhra Pradesh Forest Department deals with protection, conservation and 

management of forests. The total forest cover of the state after the bifurcation is left with an 

area of 22,862 km2.  

The forest in the state can be broadly divided into four major biotic provinces. 

 

The four major biotic provinces are: 

 

1. Deccan Plateau 

2. Central Plateau 

3. Eastern Highland 

4. East Coastal Plains 

Eastern Ghats region is home to dense tropical forests, while the vegetation becomes sparse 

as the Ghats give way to the Deccan Plateau, where shrub vegetation is more common. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The state has many sanctuaries, national parks and zoological parks, such as Coringa, 

Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary, Nagarjunsagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve, Kambalakonda Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Sri Venkateswara Zoological Park and Indira Gandhi Zoological Park. Atapaka 

Bird Sanctuary, Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary and Pulicat Lake Bird Sanctuary attract many 

migratory birds. The diversity of fauna includes tigers, panthers, hyenas, black bucks, 

cheetals, sambhars, sea turtles and a number of birds and reptiles. The estuaries of the 

Godavari and Krishna Rivers support rich mangrove forests with fishing cats and otters as 

keystone species. 

 

The climate of Andhra Pradesh varies considerably, depending on the geographical region. 

Summers last from March to June. In the coastal plain, the summer temperatures are 

generally higher than the rest of the state, with temperature ranging between 20 °C and 40 

°C. July to September is the season for tropical rains. About one-third of the total rainfall is 

brought by the northeast monsoon. October and November see low-pressure systems and 

tropical cyclones form in the Bay of Bengal which, along with the northeast monsoon, bring 

rains to the southern and coastal regions of the state. 

 

November, December, January, and February are the winter months in Andhra Pradesh. 

Since the state has a long coastal belt the winters are not very cold. The range of winter 

temperature is generally 12 °C to 30 °C. Lambasingi in Visakhapatnam district is the only 

place in South India which receives snowfall because of its location as at 1,000 m (3,300 ft) 

above the sea level. It is also nicknamed as the "Kashmir of Andhra Pradesh" and the 

temperature ranges from 0 °C to 10 °C 

 

Mahayana Buddhism: Buddhism spread to Andhra Pradesh early in its history. The Krishna 

River valley was "a site of extraordinary Buddhist activity for almost a thousand years”. The 

ancient Buddhist sites in the lower Krishna Valley, including Amaravati, Nagarjunakonda 

and Jaggayyapeta; 

 

The region played a central role in the development of Mahayana Buddhism, along with the 

Magadha-area in northeastern India. According to Xing, "Several scholars have suggested 

that the Prajnaparamita probably developed among the Mahasamghikas in Southern India 

probably in the Andhra country, on the Krishna River. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh's economy is mainly based on agriculture and livestock. Four important 

rivers of India, the Godavari, Krishna, Penna, and Thungabhadra flow through the state and 

provide irrigation. 60 percent of the population is engaged in agriculture and related 

activities. Rice is the major food crop and staple food of the state. It is an exporter of many 

agricultural products and is also known as "Rice Bowl of India". The state has three 

Agricultural Economic Zones in Chittoor district for mango pulp and vegetables, Krishna 

district for mangoes, Guntur district for chilies. 

 

Satish Dhawan Space Centre, also known as Sriharikota Range (SHAR), at barrier island of 

Sriharikota in Nellore district of Andhra Pradesh is a satellite launching station operated by 

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). It is India's primary orbital launch site. India's 

lunar orbiter Chandrayaan-1 was launched from the centre on 22 October 2008. 
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Andhra CM Chandrababu Naidu unveils schemes for marginalized Brahmins 

 

On 4th January 2019, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu unveiled various 

welfare schemes for the marginalized and economically backward Brahmins through AP 

Brahmin Welfare Corporation such as distribution of Cars to the Unemployed Brahmin youths, 

loans and subsidies. 

 

Key Points: 

i. Brahmin youths who had undergone training as drivers were given Maruti Suzuki Swift 

Dzire for the first time. 

ii. 30 cars were distributed on 4th January to the Brahmin youths. Youth bore 10% of the total 

on-road cost the diesel run cars. 

iii. Government has started at least half dozen schemes for Brahmins and around 10000 poor 

Brahmins have been given loans and subsidies. 

iv. Andhra Pradesh is the first state of the country which has established a Brahmin 

Corporation which aims to help poor people of Brahmin families by providing financial 

assistance for education, coaching, entrepreneurship, skill development and welfare and 

culture. 

 

 

 

Three day Flamingo festival was celebrated in Pulicat Lake, Andhra Pradesh 

 

Three day Flamingo Festival, held in Pulicat Lake and Nellapattu in Sullurpet mandal, Andhra 

Pradesh 

i. Flamingo Festival is a 12-year-long tradition of the region. The highlight of this fest is the 

sight of colourful migratory birds from Siberia that visit the region for nesting and breeding. 

ii. The three-day-long event was inaugurated by Agriculture Minister Somireddy 

Chandramohan Reddy and Municipal Administration Minister P Narayana 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

AP gets separate HC from January 1 

 

On 1st January 2019, Andhra Pradesh got a separate high court which will temporarily function 

from the Chief Minister’s camp office in Amravati, the new capital of the state till a permanent 

building for the High Court is being set up at the ‘Justice City’in Amaravati. 

 

 

Key Points: 

i. Since the bifurcation of the state on June 2, 2014, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana have had 

a common high court at Hyderabad. With the creation of the new high court, the country now 

has 25 high courts. 

ii. The present high court building in Hyderabad would be housing the High Court of 

Telangana and the ten judges, who were part of the common high court, will now be the 

judges of the Telangana High Court. 

iii. The bifurcation of the courts into the High Court of Telangana and High Court of Andhra 

Pradesh came after the Supreme Court on 29th October passed an order for the burification 

and said that it expects a notification by January 01, 2019. 

iv. Justice C Praveen Kumar, the senior-most judge among the judges allotted to Andhra 

Pradesh, was appointed as acting Chief Justice of AP High Court that will have 15 other 

judges with effect from January 1, 2019. 

v. Justice Thottathil B Radhakrishnan took over as the first Chief Justice of the Telangana 

High Court with effect from January 1, 2019. 

 

 

Andra pradesh government decided to give quota to the kapus community 

 

On January 22, 2019, Andhra Pradesh government decided to give only five per cent 

reservation to the economically weaker sections (EWS) under the Centre’s 10 per cent 

quota, setting aside the rest to the upper caste Kapus in its capital city Amaravati 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Important fact: 

i. The cabinet also approved the decision of doubling welfare pensions given under the NTR 

Bharosa Scheme. Pensions of Rs 1,000 and Rs 1,500 will now be doubled to Rs 2,000 and Rs 

3,000 respectively. 

ii. The cabinet also decided to provide exemption of life tax for autos and quarterly tax for 

tractors and motor vehicle tax arrears. 

 

   To provide reservation to this community, Naidu formed a committee under Justice Manjunath in    

2016, but didn’t get approval from Modi government. 

iii. The cabinet has decided to provide aid for 1, 26,097 houses built without approval since June 

2014. Beneficiaries will be given Rs 60,000 each, including Rs 15,000 for building a toilet at 

their home. This will cost Rs 756 crores to the exchequer. 

iv. The cabinet further approved the proposal of providing Rs 10,000 to houses constructed 

during 1996-2004 in urban areas. Andhra Pradesh Housing Board (APHB) will be given Rs 20 

crores for 20,000 units as one time grant. 

v. Medical insurance scheme for handloom labour will be reintroduced with Rs 10 crores 

budget. Each family will be provided insurance worth Rs 20,000. Insurance companies will be 

called through e-tenders. 

vi. The cabinet decided to allot Rs 50 crores for construction of Samata Sphoorti Vanam. 

 

 

 

Andhra tops ACI’s Ease of Doing Business index 

 

In the latest ranking of Singapore’s Asia Competitiveness Institute’s (ACI), Ease of Doing 

Business (EDB) index 2018, Andhra Pradesh emerged on top of the 21 states of India that 

were considered for the ranking, While Maharashtra and Delhi came in second and third 

place, respectively. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. Andhra Pradesh rose from the 5th rank in 2016 to the top spot in 2018. 

ii. The ACI’s EDB index is based upon three parameters called ABC -Attractiveness to 

Investors, Business Friendliness and Competitiveness Policies. The index captured the 

business environment at the sub-national level on the basis of 72 hard and soft indicators. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

iii. The Ease of Doing Business (EDB) list is compiled by a team of researchers led by Tan 

Kheer Gap, who is the co-director of Asia competitiveness institute (ACI), and associate 

professor at Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore. 

iv. Suggestions regarding areas where improvement was needed in the state of Andhra 

Pradesh include bridging numerous institutional and infrastructural gaps in order to 

sustain its position in the future and improvement in sub environments such as 

facilitating business operations, infrastructure resilience and market potential. 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh Minister Devineni Umamaheswar Rao receives award for Polavaram Project 

 

On 4th January 2019, the Water Resources Minister of Andhra Pradesh (AP), Devineni 

Umamaheswar 

Rao received the ‘Central Board of Irrigation and Power Award-2019‘for better planning and 

construction of Polavaram Irrigation Project on the Godavari River. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. AP Water Resources Minister, Rao received the award in the category of “Best 

Implementation of Water Resources Project”. 

ii. The Minister of State (IC) Power and New and Renewable Energy Raj Kumar Singh 

honoured Devineni Umamaheswar Rao at Scope convention Centre Lodhi Road, New Delhi. 

iii. The multi-purpose Polavaram irrigation project which has been accorded the status of a 

national project is under the final phase of construction in West Godavari district and East 

Godavari district of Andhra 

Pradesh and its reservoir spread to parts of Chhattisgarh and Odisha. 

iv. So far, 64 per cent of the project work is completed and the target is to complete the project 

by December 2019. 

v. About Rs 15,380.97 crore has been spent on the project. Out of which, an amount of Rs 

6,727.26 crore has been reimbursed by the central government and the remaining Rs 

3,517.84 crore is still awaited. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Andhra Pradesh’s Polavaram project enters Guinness Book of World Record for concrete 

pouring 

On 7th Januray 2019, the Polavaram project of Andra pradesh got its place in the Guinness 

book of world record.This project entered the Guinness by pouring 32,315.5 cubic meters of 

concrete non-stop in 24 hours. This project surpassed the leading record of 21,580 cubic metres 

which was achieved by Abdul Wahed Bin Shabib project. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. The state government invested Rs 15,380.97 crore on the project; the central government 

is to release Rs3, 517.84 crore. 

ii. Polavaram irrigation project, is a multipurpose terminal reservoir will irrigate 38.78 Lac acres of 

land 

iii. It will also set up of 960 mw hydro power plant which will provide drinking water to 540 

villages with a population of 28.5 Lac. 

 

Justice T B N Radhakrishnan sworn in as Chief Justice of Telangana HC; Justice 

Praveen Kumar as the acting Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh High Court 

 

On January 1, 2019, Justice Thottathil Bhaskaran Nair Radhakrishnan was sworn in as the 

Chief Justice of the Telangana High Court. 

i. His oath was administered by Telangana and Andhra Pradesh Governor E.S.L. Narasimhan. 

ii. After that the CJ of Telengana HC administered the oath of office to 12 justices of Telangana High 

Court. 

iii. He had been serving as the Chief Justice of the High Court of Judicature at Hyderabad for 

both the states of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Other News: 

Governor Narasimhan also administered oath to Justice Praveen Kumar as the acting Chief 

Justice of Andhra Pradesh High Court in Vijaywada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Background: 

As per the Supreme Court’s directions, the existing high court in Hyderabad was bifurcated as 

per demands of the advocates and legal fraternity for a separate high court for Telangana. 

The High Court of Judicature at Hyderabad had been serving as common high court of the 

two states since June 2014 when Andhra Pradesh was bifurcated to carve out Telangana. 

High Court of Andhra Pradesh was established by December 31, 2018, in state capital of 

Amaravati. 

 

 

 

Online inter-state trade through the e-NAM portal started 

On 19th January 2019, the inter-state trade through e-NAM was initiated with the first trade of 

8.46 quintal of groundnut between a farmer from Gadwal Mandi in Telangana and a trader from 

Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. The e-NAM, a pan India electronic trading portal aims to network the existing physical 

regulated wholesale market also known as APMC market thorough a virtual platform in order to 

create a unified national market for agricultural commodities. 

ii. The e-NAM portal has integrated the 585 Regulated markets in 16 states and 2 Union 

Territories with trading in 124 commodities on the common e-market platform. 

iii. Prime Minister, Narendra Modi launched the e-NAM portal on 14th April 2016 in 21 Mandis 

across 8 states with for trading in 24 commodities. 

iv. The Government plans expand the e-NAM project and integrate 415 more mandis by Marsh 2020. 

v. As of now, 2.29 crores market trades with value more than Rs 60000 crore has been initiated 

on the e-NAM portal. 

 

 

ISRO’s PSLV C44 launched Kalamsat and imaging satellite Microsat R 

 

On 25th January 2019, Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) successfully launched 

PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) C44 carrying Kalamsat V2 and imaging satellite 

Microsat R from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. Imaging satellite Microsat R will be used for military purposes. It is a small Indian earth 

observation satellite. 

ii. Kalamsat is a communication satellite with one kilogram weight and a life span of 2 months. 

It is the lightest ever satellite launched by India. 

iii. Space Kids India- a group of college students and the members of a Chennai based 

organization built Kalamsat. Kalamsat is the first to use PS4 (the fourth stage of the vehicle) as 

a platform to orbit around the earth. India thus became the first country, which uses fourth and 

final stage of a rocket as an orbital platform for experiments. 

iv. PSLV C44 which was assembled in 30 days was the first mission of a new variant of PSLV called 

the PSLV-DL. 

v. PSLV C44 is the first launch for the India’s space agency in 2019. ISRO for the first 

time used only two boosters for the mission which was usually launched without any 

boosters. 

 

 

CM Naidu initiated the 2nd phase of welfare pension scheme, Pasupu-Kumkuma 

 

On 2nd February 2019, 2nd Phase of Pasupu-Kumkuma (Turmeric-Kumkum) scheme and 

welfare pensions was launched by Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri Chandrababu Naidu. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. 94 Lakh DWCRA (Development of Women and Children in Rural Areas) women will be 

given Rs 10000 in three installments under the Pasupu-Kumkuma scheme. 

ii. Under the scheme, Rs 2500 will be given on 1st February 2019, Rs 3500 will be given 8th 

March and Rs 4000 will be given on 5th April. 

iii. 54 Lakh pensions will be given to different categories of people each month and it will 

cost a monthly expenditure of Rs 1100 crore. The Annual Expenditure will be around Rs 

13200 crore. 

iv. Pensions of senior citizens, widows, handloom workers, fisherman, toddy tappers, single 

women, Dappu artists, cobblers and AIDS patients will increase from Rs 1500 to Rs 3000. 

v. Under the Welfare Pensions scheme, Kidney patients will receive a pension of Rs 3500. 

 

 



 

 

PM-Kisan scheme and Annadatha Sukhibhava scheme has been amalgamated by Andhra 

Pradesh  

Andhra Pradesh has made a significant move by merging Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi 

Yojana with its own Annadatha Sukhibhava scheme. This move will further allow a fixed amount 

of Rs. 10,000 per annum to all farmers in the state, irrespective of the size of their land. 

 

 

Key points: 

 

i. The benefits will be facilitated in 2 portions of Rs. 5000 before the Kharif and Rabi crop cycle. 

ii. Around 70 lakhs farmers will get advantage from this merger. 

iii. As PM-Kisan scheme covers only marginalized farmers but, Annadatha Sukhibhava 

scheme also covers tenant farmers, who will be facilitated with ‘Cultivation Certificates’ and 

‘Loan Eligibility Certificates’ to avail the benefits of scheme. 

iv. Other than Rs. 6000 per household which will give under PM Kisan Samman Nidhi, 

farmers will also receive Rs. 4000 from Andhra Pradesh government, which will further 

benefit 54 lakhs farmers. 

 

Nation’s first Aqua Mega Food Park commissioned in AP by Harsimrat Kaur 

Godavari Mega Aqua Food Park, first aqua mega Food Park was commissioned by Secretary 

of Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI), Pushpa Subrahmanyam on behalf of 

Food Processing Industries Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal via video conferencing in 

Bhimavaram of West Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Key Points: 

i. The park is set up on 57.81 acre of land and the facilities at its Central Processing Centre 

(CPC) includes pre-processing line, freezing and cold storage of fish and shrimp, an ice plant 

and food testing laboratory. 

ii. The modern infrastructure is set to benefit farmers, growers, processors and consumers 

of Andhra Pradeshand adjoining areas and boost the growth of food processing sector in the 

state. People of West- Godavari district and nearby districts of East Godavari and Krishna of 

Andhra Pradesh and nearby districts of Telanganawill also are benefitted. 

iii.The park, promoted by Godavari Mega Food Park Private Limited (GMAFP) has been set up at a 

cost of Rs.122.60 crores. 

 

 



 

 

 

India’s first district cooling system to be built in Amravati 

 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) based international cooling provider, National Central Cooling 

Company PJSC (Tabreed) entered into a 30-year concession with Andhra Pradesh Capital 

Region Development Authority (APCRDA) to build India’s first district cooling system in 

Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh. 

i. The agreement is for a contracted cooling capacity of 20,000 Refrigeration Tons (RTs) and 

will cater to the State’s Assembly, High Court, Secretariat and other Government buildings 

currently being constructed, for which cooling services will start in early 2021. 

ii. The district cooling system will save 40% of the energy currently being used and reduce CO2 

emissions, as it uses only 50% of the primary energy consumption for cooling urban buildings, 

thus, improving the air quality and reducing general noise levels when compared to other 

traditional air conditioning systems. 

 

About Tabreed 

♦ UAE-based district cooling utility company that provides energy-efficient, cost-effective and 

environmentally friendlier year-round district cooling solutions in the Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC). 

♦ The Amravati plant is Tabreed’s first plant outside GCC market. 

 

Related Points 

The first district cooling was set up in India at Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT), 

the first phase of which has been operational since April 2015, with a capacity of 10,000 RTs. 

 

 

Overview of PM Narendra Modi’s visit to Andhra Pradesh 

 

On 10th Feb. 19, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on his day-long visit to the three states 

(Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka) arrived at Guntur, Andhra Pradesh, which was 

the first destination. PM launched three major projects during this visit. 

 

Highlights 

i. 1.3 MMT Vishakhapatnam Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) facility of Indian 

Strategic Petroleum Reserve Limited (ISPRL) was dedicated to the nation for the purpose 

of boosting energy security of India. Total cost of the Project is Rs. 1125 crore. 

 

 



 

 

ii. Foundation stone was laid for setting up Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. (BPCL) 

Coastal Installation Project at Krishnapatnam to ensure security of the petroleum products 

of Andhra Pradesh. The estimated cost of the project, spread over 100 acres, is Rs 580 crores. 

iii. ONGC’s S1 Vasistha development project, located in Krishna-Godavari (KG) Offshore 

Basin in Andhra Pradesh was also announced by the PM. The project will contribute in 

reducing oil imports by 10% by 2020. The cost of this project is about Rs 5,700 crore. 

iv. This is the first time the Prime Minister was in Andhra Pradesh after the Telugu Desam 

Party (TDP) broke ties with the NDA government last year. 

 

 

ONGC Rajahmundry wins environmental excellence award 

 

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)’s Rajahmundry unit won the Energy and 

Environment Foundation Global Clean Awards-2019 for sustained efforts in pursuit of 

Swachh Bharat Mission as envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, at a function 

in New Delhi. 

i. It has also received Platinum Award under Apex India Environment Excellence Award 

2018 from Apex India Foundation for excellence in environmental management in Petroleum 

Sector. 

 

About ONGC 

♦ Headquarters – New Delhi 

♦ Chairman & Managing Director (CMD) – Shashi Shankar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Southern Coast Railway: Piyush Goyal Announces New Railway Zone for Andhra 

Pradesh  

 

Union Railway Minister Piyush Goyal announced a new railway zone for Andhra 

Pradesh, that is the Southern Coast Railway and it will be headquartered in 

Visakhapatnam. 

i. It will be the 18th zone in the country. 

ii. The new zone will comprise the existing Guntakal, Guntur and Vijayawada divisions that 

currently fall under the South Central Railway. 

iii. The cost of creating infrastructure for a new zone is around Rs. 205 crore. 

 

 

 

An MoU on Additive Manufacturing Center of Excellence signed by HP and Andhra Pradesh 

government  

 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between HP Inc. India (Hewlett-Packard) 

and Andhra Pradesh Innovation Society (APIS) and Andhra Pradesh Economic 

Development Board (APEDB) for constructing a Center of Excellence (CoE) for additive 

manufacturing powered by HP’s 3D printing technology. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. It aims to promote 3D printing in various sectors such as automotive, aerospace, defence, 

consumer goods, healthcare, apparel and construction. 

ii. While HP will provide technical expertise to the project, Andhra Pradesh Innovation Society 

(APIS) will provide infrastructural support and provide necessary certifications and 

accreditations. Andhra Pradesh Economic Development Board (APEDB) will promote the 

utilisation of the Center of Excellence by government departments, defence and public sector 

enterprises, start-ups, small and medium enterprises etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Special Expenditure Observers for States of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Gujarat, Karnataka, Nagaland and Telangana, have been appointed by Election 

Commission of India 

 

On 26th March 2019, Election Commission of India has appointed Sh. Gopal Mukherjee as 

Special Expenditure Observers for the state of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana and Sh. D.D. 

Goel as Special Expenditure Observers for the state of Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland for 

the upcoming Lok Sabha Elections. 

 

 

Key Points: 

i. Sh. Gopal Mukherjee is ex- Indian Revenue Service (IRS) officer of 1980 batches, and former 

Member of Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT). 

ii. Sh.D.D.Goel is ex- Indian Revenue Service (IRS) officer of 1982 batch, and former 

Directorate General of Income Tax Investigation (DGIT Inv.). 

iii. Both these officers will oversee and monitor the work being done by the electoral 

machinery and ensure that stringent and effective enforcement action is undertaken against 

the person/entities who are trying to persuade voters by distributing cash, liquor & freebies 

etc. 

iv. Further, the Commission has decided to give additional charge of Gujarat and Karnataka to 

Sh. Shailendra Handa and Ms. Madhu Mahajan, respectively.Sh Handa would thus be 

Special Expenditure Observer for Maharashtra and Gujarat while Ms Mahajan will be 

deployed in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. 

 

 

ECI appoints Special Central Police Observer for Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 

 

Election Commission of India has appointed Shree K Sharma (IPS 1982 Retd DG Border 

Security Force) as the Central Police Observer for the States of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. 

He would oversee the deployment and other security related issues in both the states. 

K K Sharma was earlier nominated for the States of West Bengal and Jharkhand but his 

appointment was objected by the opposition parties of both states. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

World Bank to provide Rs 2,200 crores for a healthcare project to Andhra Pradesh 

 

The World Bank has decided to provide a loan of Rs. 2200 crores ($328-million) to Andhra 

Pradesh for implementation of the AP Health Systems Strengthening Project (APHSSP). The 

loan agreement was signed between the Government of India, government of Andhra 

Pradesh and the World Bank. 

i. The agreement was signed by Bandana Preyashi, director, Department of Economic 

Affairs, Ministry of Finance (GoI), Poonam Malakondaiah, Special Chief Secretary (Medical 

and Health, AP government) 

And Mohini Kak and Kari L Hurt, representatives of World Bank in India. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. The loan provided through International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) 

has a six-year grace period and a maturity of 29 years and 6 months. 

ii. The project aims to improve the quality of healthcare, availability and accessibility of primary 

health services to the majority population of the state. 

iii. The quality of healthcare delivery will be enhanced through National Quality Assurance 

Standards (NQAS) certifications for Community Health Centres (CHCs) and Primary Health 

Centres (PHCs). It involves setting up of an integrated online patient management system and 

patient feedback system, functional e- subcentres will provide tele-consultations and non-

communicable disease (NCD) management and screening at sub-centres (SCs) and PHCs. 

 

The Indian Green Building Council awarded Gold rating to Vijayawada railway for 

Green Measure  

On 26th March 2019; The Indian Green Building Council (IGBC) awarded the Gold Rating 

to Vijayawada railway station, which is known as the busiest railway junctions in India for 

Green Measures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Key Points: 

i. This Railway Station was ranked fourth in the Indian Railways for cleanliness among A-1 

Category stations and also it has 100 percent LED lighting, five star rated fans, pumps, and 

motors and solar water heating systems. 

ii. With the help of the Environment Directorate of Indian Railways, the IGBC-CII 

(Confederation of Indian Industry) developed the Green Railway Stations Rating System. It 

was introduced to help the adoption of green concepts, which in turn minimizes the adverse 

environmental impact due to station operation and maintenance. 

 

Y.S. Vivekananda Reddy passed away at the age of 68 years 

 

Y.S. Vivekananda Reddy, YSR Congress party leader and former Andhra Pradesh Minister was 

found dead at his home here under suspicious circumstances. He was 68 years old.He hailed 

from Pulivendula, Andhra Pradesh. 

i. Forensic reports have confirmed that he was murdered by being stabbed to death. A 

preliminary post- mortem report found seven stab wounds on his body. 

ii. He was elected from the Kadapa Lok Sabha constituency on Congress ticket in 1999 and 

2004. He was twice elected to the Andhra Pradesh Assembly (1989, 1994) from Pulivendula. 

iii. He was also elected to the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Council in 2009 and served 

as Agriculture Minister in Kiran Kumar Reddy’s cabinet. 

iv. He is survived by his wife and a daughter. 

 

 

SC Collegium recommends Justice Vikram Nath as First Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh HC 

 

On 10th April 2019, Allahabad High Court judge, Justice Vikram Nath appointed as the first 

Chief Justice of new Andhra Pradesh High Court at Amaravati by the collegium of Supreme 

Court containing Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi and justice S A Bobde and justice N V 

Ramana. 

i. The new high court for Andhra Pradesh was established on 1 January 2019, following its 

creation, the High Court has been guarded by Acting Chief Justice Chagari Praveen Kumar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

India’s defence satellite EMISAT successfully launched by ISRO 

 

ISRO’s workhorse launch vehicle Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV C-45), in its 47th 

mission, has successfully launched the 436 kg Electronic intelligence satellite EMISAT 

and 28 co-passenger  satellites into their designated orbits from Satish Dhawan Space 

Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. This was the 71st launch vehicle mission for 

Sriharikota 

i. The military satellite, EMISAT, was successfully injected into intended sun-synchronous 

polar orbit of 748 km height. 

ii. The foreign satellites have been launched under an agreement with theAntrix Corporation, 

the commercial arm of ISRO, consisting of 24 from the US, two from Lithuania and one each 

from Spain and Switzerland. 

iii. Emisat is a satellite based on ISRO’s Indian Mini Satellite -2 (IMS-2) bus platform. The 

satellite is aimed at electromagnetic spectrum measurement. 

 

Rs 100-crore penalty imposed on Andhra Pradesh Govt. by National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

 

On 8th April 2019, National Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed a penalty of Rs 100 crore on 

the Andhra Pradesh government for illegal sand mining in the state. Penalty has been imposed 

on the lines of plea filed by Andhra Pradesh resident Anumolu Gandhi, alleging illegal sand 

mining was causing damage to Krishna, Godavari rivers and their tributaries in the state. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. The tribunal headed by Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel who is the chairperson of NGT 

directed the state government to deposit Rs 100 crore ‘environment compensation’ with 

the Central Pollution Control Board (CPSB) within a month. 

ii. Also, a committee has been formed consisting of the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB), Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), National Institute 

of Mines, Dhanbad, IIT Roorkee and Madras School of Economics for the evaluation of 

environment damage within three months and to provide a report to this Tribunal. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

AUSINDEX 19: Largest Australian defence joint task force to visit India for military exercise 

The Third edition of India-Australia bilateral exercise, AUSINDEX 19 will be held from 2nd 

April to 16th April 2019 at Vishakhapatnam. The bilateral exercise will deepen defence and 

strategic relationship between the two countries. 

Key Points: 

i. The Focus of the exercise will be on anti-Submarine warfare. 

ii. More than 1000 Australian defence personnel from Navy, Army and Air Force will visit 

India making this the largest defence force deployment of Australia in India. Australian Navy 

ships HMAS Success and HMAS Parramatta arrived in Chennai on 28th March and these 

ships will participate in military exercise with Indian Navy in Vishakhapatnam. 

 

Indian Coast Guard offshore patrol vessel ‘Veera’ commissioned by General Bipin Rawat 

Indian Coast Guard vessel Veera has been commissioned by General Bipin Rawat, Chief of 

Army Staff in the presence of Director General of Indian Coast Guard Rajendra Singh, Chief 

of Eastern Naval Command Vice Admiral Karambir Singh and other senior dignitaries of the 

central and state government in a ceremony organised at Eastern Naval Command in 

Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

i. Veera, the third in the series of the new generation Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) is indigenously 

designed and built by Larsen & Toubro Ltd. at its shipbuilding facility at Kattupali in Chennai. 

ii. It is commanded by Commandant Girish Datt Raturi and managed by 12 officers and 94 men.. 

 

Specifications: 

i. The 98 metre long, 15 metre wide patrol vessel has a 3.6 metre draft and a range of 5,000 

nautical miles. The vessel is fitted with a 30mm naval gun and will be fitted with 12.7mm Gun 

with FCS. 

ii. The vessel is equipped with advanced technology navigation and communication equipment, 

sensor and machinery. It is also equipped with an Integrated Bridge System (IBS), Integrated 

Platform Management System (IPMS), Automated Power Management System (APMS) and High 

Power External Fire Fighting System (HPEFS). 

iii. The ship displaces approx 2200 tons (GRT) and is propelled by two 9100 KW diesel 

engines to attain a maximum speed of 26 knots. 

iv. The ship is designed to carry one twin-engine helicopter and four high-speed boats including 

two inflatable boats for boarding operation, Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement and Maritime 

Patrol. The ship is also capable of carrying limited pollution response equipment to contain oil 

spill at sea. 

v. The commissioning of ICGS Veera will enhance the Indian Coast Guard’s operational 

capability to discharge the multifarious maritime tasks. It will give a boost to the maritime 

protection of our vast coastline of Eastern Seaboard. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Centre issued Drought Advisory to six states 

 

Recently, centre has issued a “drought advisory” to six states named Maharashtra, Gujarat, 

Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Tamil Nadu due to water storage in dams dropped 

to a “critical level”. Centre has asked these 6 six states to use water judiciously. 

 

Key Highlights: 

 

i. Central Water Commission (CWC) always issues drought advisory whenever the water level in 

reservoirs is 20 percent less than the average of live water storage figures of the past 10 years. 

ii. According to figures released by CWC, the total water storage available was 35.99 billion cubic 

metres, which is 22 percent of the total storage capacity of these reservoirs. 

 

About CWC : 

It functions as an attached office of Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and 

Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India, and monitors total water storage available in 91 

major reservoirs across the country. 

 

Basava Jayanti 2019 observed on May 7 

 

On 7th May 2019, Basava Jayanthi was celebrated in Karnataka, Maharashtra and Andhra 

Pradesh to commemorate the birth of Basavanna, a Hindu Kannada poet of the 12th century. It 

was traditionally observed by the Lingayats. He is believed to be the founding saint of the 

Lingayat section. 

i. Basavanna was born Karnataka’s Ingaleshwar, Bagewadi town on 20th March 1134, the third 

day of Vaisakha month of the Anandanama (Samvatsara) in the year 1134 A.D. According to 

believers, with the birth of the prophet Basavanna, a new era began. 

ii. In the Panchangas, Basava Era count from Basava birth onwards in 2012 Basava Shake is 879. 

iii. People refer to the year as ‘Basava Era‘or ‘Basaveshwar Era’. 

v. His father’s name was Madaras and mother’s name was Madalambe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MeitY in association with NASSCOM to jointly set up Internet of Things facility in 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh 

 

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) in association with the 

National Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM) will jointly set up 

Internet of Things (IoT) facility in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. Apart from Vizag, NASSCOM will set up Centres of Excellence (CoEs) for industries in 

Bengaluru, Gurugram and Ahmedabad to promote the use of Artificial Intelligence. 

ii. The use of chat-bots, robots, power plants, data analytics and automation in automobiles, 

mineral-based plants, health and finance will be encouraged. 

iii. For 2019, it had released the National Policy on Software Products. The policy under 

National Software Products Mission will support 10,000 technology startups- 1,000 in Tier-

II and Tier-III towns. 

iv. The policy anticipates creating a dedicated software product development fund with Rs. 

1000 crore and launch schemes of Rs. 5000 crore with an aim to have minimum of 100 

Indian software product companies with a valuation of Rs.500 crore. 

 

 

YSR Congress chief Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy sworn in as the chief minister 

of Andhra Pradesh 

 

On 30th May 2019, Yuvajana Sramika Raithu (YSR) Congress Chief Yeduguri 

Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy (46), sworn in as the second chief minister of Andhra 

Pradesh post its bifurcation. He Succeeded Telugu Desam Party (TDP) chief N 

Chandrababu Naidu. 

i. Governor of Andhra Pradesh, E S L Narasimhan administered the oath of office at the 

IGMC Stadium near Vijayawada. 

ii. His party won 151 of the 175 seats in the state Assembly. 

iii. He was earlier served as the Member of Parliament from Kadapa Lok Sabha constituency. 

iv. Jaganmohan Reddy announces Rs 3,000 monthly pension for senior citizens & promises 

corruption-free governance after assuming charge. The scheme would begin with Rs 2,250 

and it will be increased up to Rs 3,000 within three years. 

 

 



 

 

 

Indian Coast Guard Ship ‘Vigraha’ decommissioned at Vishakhapatnam 

 

Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) ‘Vigraha’ decommissioned at Vishakhapatnam, Andhra 

Pradesh. It is a frontline offshore patrol served for 29 years from 1990 to 2019. It was the 

seventh offshore patrol vessel built by the Mazagaon Dock Limited, Mumbai. 

i. The offshore patrol vessel Vigraha has participated in major coast guard operations which 

involves search and rescue, anti-poaching, humanitarian assistance, and disaster relief, 

repatriation and joint exercises, etc. 

 

Ajeya Kallam appointed as Principal Advisor to Andhra Pradesh CM YS Jaganmohan Reddy 

 

On June 4, 2019, Ajeya Kalama, Retired IAS officer and Former Andra Pradesh Chief 

Secretary, was appointed as Principal Advisor to Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS 

Jaganmohan Reddy. 

 

 

Key Points: 

i. He holds a rank of Cabinet Minister and heads the Chief Minister’s Office(CMO). 

ii. He is authorized to call for advice from the departments and all advisors of the government 

are accountable to him. 

iii. Initially, the term of appointment will be 3 years with a fixed remuneration of Rs 2.5 lakh per 

month. 

iv. Along with this, the government has issued orders to create 9 posts in the office of the Principal 

Advisor. 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh CM appoints 5 Deputy CMs in Cabinet 

 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister (CM) Jagan Mohan Reddy appointed 5 Deputy CMs in a full 

25-member cabinet, one each from Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe (ST), Backward 

Classes (BC), Minority and Kapu communities. The decision was taken in a meeting of the YSR 

Congress Legislature Party held at CM’s residence. The 5 Deputy CMs- Pamula Pushpa 

Sreevani, Pilli Subhash Chandra Bose, Alla Kali Krishna Srinivas, L Narayana Swamy and 

AmzathBashatook oath at a ceremony held near the State Secretariat in Velagapudi, Amravati 

on June 8, 2019. With this, Andhra Pradesh became the first state in India to have 5 Deputy 

CMs. 



 

 

CBI permitted to enter the state 

 

On June 6, 2019, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister (CM) Y S Jaganmohan Reddy permitted the 

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to enter the state without seeking general consent from 

the state government. The State Home Department cancelled the orderissued by the former CM 

Chandrababu Naidu's government. 

Key Points: 

 The former government had withdrawn the 'general consent' to the CBI to conduct raids 

and carry out investigations on central establishments in the state in November 8, 2018. 

 The previous order was cancelled under the provisions of Section 6 of the Delhi 

Special Police Establishment Act, 1946. 

 

 

Mekathoti Sucharitha appointed as the Home Minister of Andhra Pradesh 

 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister (CM) YS Jaganmohan Reddy appointed Mekathoti Sucharitha, 

aged 45, a representative from Prathipadu (SC) reserved constituency in Guntur district, as the 

Home Minister of Andhra Pradesh. She became the first Dalit woman home minister of Andhra 

Pradesh after the formation of Telangana.  

 

Key Points: 

i. In 2009, for the first time, CM’s father late YS Rajasekhara Reddy had appointed P Sabita 

Indra Reddy as first home minister of united Andhra Pradesh. 

ii. A two-time Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) and wife of Dayasagar, an Indian Revenue 

Service (IRS) officer posted as Commissioner of Income Tax (Appeals), Mumbai, was assigned 

the home and disaster management portfolio. 

iii. Sucharitha, who hails from Poondla village near Bapatla, completed her studies at 

Phirangipuram in Guntur and holds a BA in Political Science (1990). 

 

 

First meeting of Andhra Pradesh cabinet approves several key Decisions 

 

On June 10, 2019 the new cabinet meeting chaired by the Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 

YS Jaganmohan Reddy has been approved some key decisions. 

i. The cabinet approves hike of old age pension from 2,000 to Rs 2,250. 

ii. It approves salaries of Aasha workers (health workers in rural areas) from Rs.3,000 to 

Rs.10,000 per month and also increased the salary of community health workers under the 

Tribal Welfare Department from current Rs 400 to Rs 4,000 a month. 



iii. It gives nod to increase 27 percent IR (Interim Relief) increment to the government employees in 

the state. 

iv. The cabinet decided to form the committee over the termination of contributory 

pension scheme (CPS) for State government employees. 

v. It also decides to implement “YSR Rythu Bharosa” from 15th October to pay Rs.12,500 

per annum to farmers. 

vi. The Cabinet has also discussed on Andhra Pradesh State Road Transport Corporation 

(APSRTC) with State Department merger. 

 

 

 

India inks loan pact worth of $328M with World Bank for Andhra Pradesh 

 

On June 28, 2019, The World Bank, Government of India and State Government of Andra 

Pradesh signed a loan agreement worth of $328 million with the World Bank (WB) for 

improving health services of Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Key points: 

 

i. The Loan Agreement was signed by Mr. Sameer Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary, 

Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, on behalf of the Government of India and 

Mr. Shanker Lal, Acting Country Director, World Bank on behalf of the World Bank. 

ii. It will help improve the health care of the citizens of Andra Pradesh, especially pregnant 

women(93%), who now opt for institutional deliveries in the state and those at risk of non-

communicable diseases(60% burden) like hypertension, diabetes and cervical cancer. 

iii. The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) loan has a 23.5-year 

maturity and includes a grace period of 6-year. 

 

UIDAI started its first Aadhaar Seva Kendra in Delhi and Vijayawada 

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has operationalized its first “Aadhaar Seva 

Kendra” (ASKs) in Delhi and Vijayawada on a pilot basis. UIDAI has a plan to set up 114 such 

centres by the end of 2019 covering 53 Indian cities. The estimated cost of the project is between 

Rs 300-400 crore. These centers are similar to the concept of Passport Seva Kendras. 

 

Features of ASK: 

i. It is owned by UIDAI. 

ii. It will facilitate enrolment, updation and other activities through online appointment 

management system, which allow people to book a slot as per their convenience. 

iii. ASK centres are addition to thousands of centers that are currently being run by post offices 



and banks and even in government premises (offering similar Aadhaar services). 

iv. Delhi Centre – Located at Akshardham metro station premises, it has a capacity to handle 

1,000 enrolment/updation requests a day. It is equipped with 16 workstations and will be 

operational 6 days a week including weekends. It will be closed only on Tuesday and public 

holidays. 

v. Vijayawada Centre – The capacity in Vijayawada centre is 500 enrolment/updation requests a day 

 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh became the first state in India to reserve 75% private jobs for locals 

 

Andhra Pradesh Assembly under the Chief Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy passed the Andhra 

Pradesh Employment of Local Candidates in Industries/Factories Act, 2019, which 

reserves 75% private job to locals across factories, industrial units, joint ventures and 

private projects taken under the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. Under the new law, private companies will have to train locals if people with suitable skills are not 

available. 

ii. With this, it became the first state in India to reserve jobs for the locals in the private & industrial 

concerns. 

iii. It will help the person who has lost their lands and their occupations for facilitating the 

establishment of industries and other unemployed youth by ensuring that their livelihoods 

are guaranteed and sustained. 

iv. Only hazardous industries such as petroleum, pharmaceuticals, coal, fertilizers and 

cement among others which are listed in the first schedule of the Factories Act, 1948 are 

exempted. 

 

 

The maiden Budget of Jaganmohan Reddy’s Government in AP focused on Housing, 

Agriculture 

 

On July 12, 2019, YSR (Yuvajana Sramika Rythu) Congress Government of Andra Pradesh 

presented the maiden Budget under the Chief Minister Y.S Jaganmohan Reddy. State Finance 

Minister B. Rajendranath Reddy presented the Budget 2019-20 with an outlay of Rs 227,975 

crore, with its emphasis on “Nava ratnalu” – the nine promises made by the YSR Congress Party 

in its election manifesto. 

 

 



 

 

Allocations: 

 

Housing Sector Rs 9,786 crore 

PMAY (Urban) Rs 5,000 crore 

PMAY-YSR Weaker Sections Housing Scheme Rs 1,280 crore 

YSR Urban Housing Scheme Rs 1,000 crore 

YSR Rytu Bharosa Scheme Rs 8,750 crore 

Welfare and Development of Scheduled Castes 

(SCs) 

Rs 15,000 crore 

Welfare and Development of Scheduled Tribes 

(STs) 

Rs 4,988 crore 

YSR Nine Hours Free Power Supply Rs 4,560 crore 

Market Stabilisation Fund Rs 3,000 crore 

Jagan Anna Amma Odi scheme Rs 6,456 crore 

Infrastructure Development in Schools Rs 1,500 crore 

Natural Calamities Fund Rs 2,002 crore 

YSR-PM Fasal Bima Yojana Rs 1,163 crore 

Mid-Day Meal Scheme Rs 1,077 crore 

Infrastructure Development in Hospitals Rs 1,500 crore 

Subsidising Rice under PDS Rs 3,000 crore 

Development of Amaravati (Capital) Rs 500 crore 

Revenue Deficit (Estimated) Rs 1,778 crore 

Fiscal Deficit (Estimated) Rs 35,260 crore 

Revenue Expenditure Rs 1,80,475.94 

crore 

Capital Expenditure Rs 32,293.39 

crore 

YSR Sunna Vaddi scheme Rs 100 crore 

YSR Crop Insurance Scheme Rs 1,163 crore 

Kadapa Steel Plant Rs 250 crore 



 

 

YSR Arogyasri Medical Insurance Scheme Rs 1,740 crore 

Irrigation Projects Rs 13,139.13 

crore 

Vizag-Chennai Industrial Corridor Rs 200 crore 

Relief to the victims of Agrigold scam Rs 1,150 crore 

Small Units Rs 200 crore 

Dairy Sector Rs 100 crore 

Fisheries Sector Rs 550 crore 

Grama volunteers Rs 720 crore 

Kapu Welfare Corporation Rs 2,000 crore 

Brahmin Welfare Corporation Rs 100 crore 

Women Self-Help Groups Rs 1,140 crore 

Pensions to the aged and widows Rs 12,801 crore 

IT sector Rs 453 crore 

Industrial Incentives Rs 573 crore 

Free power supply to farmers Rs 4525 crore 

 

 

 

 

AP Assembly passes Education Regulatory and Monitoring Commission Bill 2019 to 

regulate school fees  

 

On July 29, 2019 Andhra Pradesh (AP) Assembly has passed Education Regulatory and 

Monitoring Commission Bill 2019 which aims to regulate school fees & that in turn reduces the 

burden on parents. 

The bill provides setting up of commission which will be supervised by a retired high court 

judge to maintain standards of school education, competences of teachers, information 

disclosure, effective inspection, monitoring of schools, implementation of the provisions of RTE 

(Rights To Education) Act, 2009. 

 

Key points: 

i. As per the RTE act, every private school should provide 25 % seats at free of cost and the 

government should pay those fees. But in the state, the RTE Act was not executed in even one 

school for the past 5 years. 

ii. As per the 2011 census report. There are 33 % uneducated people due to the financial 

burden in Andhra Pradesh, which is higher than the national average of 26 %. 

iii. The commission will have 11 members, who are national level prominent academicians 

monitor the admission and teaching at any school. Accreditation & Grading of the schools will 



be under the purview of the commission. 

iv. They also have the right to give warnings to the school managements, impose fines and even 

can order shut down of the schools. 

 

 

Former Andra Pradesh minister Mukesh Goud passes away 

 

Senior Andhra Pradesh Congress leader and former state minister Mukesh Goud 

passed away in Hyderabad, Telangana after suffering from throat cancer for the last 2 

years. He was 60. He was born in Hyderabad, Telangana. 

i. Born on July 1, 1959, Mukesh had worked as NSUI(National Students’ Union of India) 

leader during his college days and won as a corporator from Jam Bagh in 1986. 

ii. He served as BC (Backward Classes) welfare minister in 2007 and then as Minister for 

warehouse and marketing in 2009. 

iii. He had served as MLA (Member of the Legislative Assembly)from Maharajgunj 

constituency in 1989 and 2004 and from Goshamahal assembly constituency in 2009. 

 

 

World Bank to continue the support to Andhra Pradesh with over $1 Billion programme 

 

On July 21, 2019, The World Bank (WB) reaffirmed the support to the state of Andhra 

Pradesh with over $1 billion programs. It covers the health, agriculture, energy and disaster 

management sectors. 

i. A new $328 million support to the health sector was signed by the World Bank with the 

Government of Andhra Pradesh. 

ii. Background: The Government of India (GoI) had withdrawn its request to the World Bank for 

financing the proposed Amaravati Sustainable Infrastructure and Institutional Development 

Project on July 15, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Anusuiya Uikey, Harichandan appointed as Governors of Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh 

On July 16, 2019, The 14th President of India, Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Senior BJP 

(Bhartiya Janta Party) leaders Anusuiya Uikey and Biswa Bhusan Harichandan as governors 

of Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh respectively. 

 

Key points: 

 

i. The two appointments will take effect from the dates they assume charge of their respective offices. 

ii. Anusuiya Uikey is an elected MP(Member of Parliament) in Rajya Sabha from Madhya 

Pradesh is currently the Vice-Chairman of the National Scheduled Tribes Commission. She 

has replaced Anandiben Patel, who as Governor of Madhya Pradesh was also holding the 

additional charge of Chhattisgarh following the demise of Chhattisgarh Governor Balram Das 

Tandon on August 2018. 

She is the first tribal women to hold the charge of Governor since the state’s formation in 2000. 

iii. Harichandran (84), has replaced ESL Narasimhan, who is serving as Governor for Andhra 

Pradesh since December 2009. He began his political career as a member of Bharatiya Jana 

Sangha in 1971. He was elected to Odisha Assembly for five times from Chilika and 

Bhubaneswar assembly constituencies. He was also the BJP state chief from 1980 to 1988 

 

 

Pilot basis of one Nation one ration card scheme launched in 4 States 

In order to boost the National Food Security, the pilot basis of One Nation One Ration Card 

scheme was launched by the government in four states namely Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, and Gujarat. Families holding this card can buy subsidized rice and wheat from 

any ration shop in these four states. 

 

Key points: 

i. This program is expected to be implemented by August next year. 

ii. A trial run of the project was conducted by the Telangana Civil Supplies Corporation 

last week where consumers from Andhra Pradesh bought their commodities from the fair 

price shop in Hyderabad. 

iii. White ration cardholders can buy the subsidized rice and wheat from any fair price shops in 

these states and this same facility is available in Andhra Pradesh also through POS (Point Of 

Sale) machines. 

 

 



 

 

 

 28 Crore customers have been benefited with this ration portability introduced in Telangana 

last year. 

 56 lakh beneficiaries are covered under the National Food Security Act. 

 

Availing the scheme 

To avail, this One Nation One Ration Card scheme, the family’s ration card should be linked 

with their Aadhaar number. 

 

 

Union Minister Ram Vilas Paswan inaugurates interstate portability in two clusters of states 

 

Shri Vilas Paswan, Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution 

inaugurated the inter- State portability in two clusters of adjoining States of Andhra Pradesh & 

Telangana and Gujarat & Maharashtra, as a major step towards achieving the objective of ‘One 

Nation One Ration Card’.Under the National Food Security Act, beneficiaries can avail the 

benefits from any of the two cluster States. 

Key points: 

i. 11 States/UT have implemented the intra-State portability. The 11 states are 

 

 Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, 

Punjab, Rajasthan, Telangana and Tripura. 

ii. Having implemented intra-State portability already, the inter-State portability will be 

introduced in these 11 States by 1st January 2020. 

iii. Other states apart from these 11 states will be included in the inter-state portability in a 

phased manner starting from 1st of June 2020. 

iv. To sustain the reforms brought in by the ongoing scheme of ‘End-to-End Computerization of 

TPDS Operations’ and to introduce new reforms, the Department of Food & Public Distribution, 

is targeting implementation of nation-wide portability in distribution of subsidised foodgrains to 

the beneficiaries without the need of obtaining a new ration card under ‘One Nation One Ration 

Card’ System. 

v. electronic Point of Sale (ePoS) devices supported by the biometric/Aadhaar authentication 

will be installed at Fair Price Shops(FPS) 

vi. More than 4.1 lakh (77%) ePoS devices are already operational across the country. 25 

States/UTs have either completed the installation in all FPSs or having significant progress. 

More than 85% ration cards (at least one member) in the country are linked with the Aadhaar 

numbers of the beneficiaries. 



 

 

The second Uday Express between Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada to be launched 

 

Inorder to cater to the busy route in the East Coast Railway zone, The Indian Railways’ second 

luxury double- decker Uday (Utkrisht Double-decker Air-conditioned Yatri) Express is to be 

run 

Between Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada, This was announced on August 19, 2019. Its 

departure number is 22701 (Visakhapatnam-Vijayawada) and on the return journey, its 

number will be 22702. 

 

 Key points: 

 

 Facilities: The train consisting of nine double-decker coaches and two power cars will be 

equipped with WiFi facility, striking interiors, cushioned seating, display screens, 

automatic food and beverages vending machine, LED screen in pantry-cum-dining area 

for entertainment of passengers, smoke detection alarm system, modular bio-toilets, etc. 

 Uday express service between Bengaluru city and the Chennai central was also proposed. 

 

Features of the second Uday express: 

 

 The second Uday Express will be having a carrying capacity of 50 passengers on the 

upper deck, 48 on lower deck and 22 on the ends. 

 There will be three coaches with dining facilities and five coaches without dining 

facility having a seating capacity of 104 passengers and 120 passengers each. 

First Uday express: The first Uday was a specially-designed air-conditioned chair car coaches 

which started service between Coimbatore and Bangalore in June 2018. It was inaugurated by 

the then Minister of State(MoS) for railways, Rajen Gohain. 

 

About uday express: 

 

♦ It started its first service in June 10, 2018. 

♦ According to Indian Railways, UDAY Express will cater to the “busiest routes” and increase 

carrying capacity by 40%. It is envisioned as ‘luxury’ train service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

‘Village Volunteers System’ launched by AP CM Jaganmohan Reddy on Independence Day 

 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister (CM) and YSR(Yuvajana Sramika Rythu) Congress party leader, 

Jaganmohan Reddy on his maiden Independence Day speech on August 15,2019 at IGMS 

(Indira Gandhi (municipal) Stadium) ground in Vijayawada, announced a new flagship 

programme ‘Village Volunteer System’ to provide doorstep governance to people involving 

2.8Lakh volunteers. The scheme would be launched on the Birth Anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi on October 2. The outlay is roughly Rs 1,200 crore per annum on the scheme. 

 

Key points: 

 

i. Various schemes and legislations introduced during the two and a half months of governance 

of the CM were listed out. 

ii. Launch of Village secretariats on October 2, 2019, was announced to make the volunteers 

act as a bridge between the Government and the people. The secretariats will deliver 

doorstep services within 72 hours. 

iii. Each volunteer will be allotted with identity cards and will be cover 50 families in each 

village. They will be given Rs.5000 per month as honorarium and will become leaders after 

they complete their term as volunteers. The volunteers will be in the age group of 18 to 35 and 

the minimum qualification is SSC in tribal areas and Intermediate in other areas. 

iv. Toll-Free no.1902 will be set up in the Chief Minister’s Office (CMO) to address people’s 

grievances. 

v. ‘YSR Rythu Bharosa’– scheme to provide free electricity will be launched on October 15, 

and each farmer will receive Rs.12500 per year for the next four years. 

vi. Amma Vodi: ‘Amma Vodi’ scheme will be launched on January 26, 2020, which would give 

yearly Rs.15000 to all mothers for the education of their children. 

 

About IGMC stadium 

The stadium situated in Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, was previously called as Indira Gandhi 

Municipal Corporation Stadium. It also has names like ‘municipal Stadium’ (also previous 

name) or simply Indira Gandhi Stadium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Indian Navy is to host naval exercise MILAN in March 2020 in Vizag 

 

The Indian Navy is to host the multilateral naval exercise named ‘MILAN‘at Visakhapatnam for 

the year 2020 in the month of March. The announcement for this exercise was made by Vice 

Admiral Atul Kumar Jain, Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Eastern Naval Command 

(ENC) at the INS (Indian Navy Ship) Circars Parade Ground in the ENC on the occasion of 73rd 

Independence Day. 

 

Key points: 

 

i. MILAN is a biennial exercise which was first started in 1995. Until last year the exercise was 

held at Andaman and Nicobar Command(ANC). 

ii. For the first time, this exercise is to be conducted in the mainland of ENC, Vishakapatnam. 

iii. Flag hoist: After hoisting the flag, the vice-admiral Mr.Jain, inspected ceremonial parade 

that comprised of naval platoons. 

iv. Officials present: Flag officers, Commanding officers of various ships and 

establishments in Visakhapatnam, several armed forces, civilian personnel and their 

families were present in the occasion. 

v. Tributes: Vice admiral Narayan Prasad, Director General Naval Projects, Visakhapatnam 

paid tribute to the Martyrs who sacrificed their lives. The tribute was paid at ‘Victory at Sea’ 

war memorial on the Beach road, Visakhapatnam. 

 

 

India’s longest electrified rail tunnel in Andhra Pradesh inaugurated by Vice president 

 

On August 28, 2019, the Vice President of India, Shri Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the longest 

electrified railway tunnel (6.7km) between Cherlopalli and Rapuru costing Rs 437 crores, and the 

electrified railway line (112km) between Venkatachalam (Krishnapatnam) and Obulavaripalli 

costing Rs 1,993 crores in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

 Key points: 

i. Remodelled yard of Guduru railway station and new intercity superfast express 

between Guduru and Vijayawada were also inaugurated. 

ii. Other members: Union Ministers of State Suresh C. Angadi (Railway), G. Kishan Reddy 

(Home), P. Anil Kumar, Water Resources Minister of Andhra Pradesh, South Central 

Railway General Manager(GM) GajananMallya, and other officials were present during the 

event. 



 

 

 

Indian railways first Fun zone has been set up at the Visakhapatnam Railway Station 

 

A fun zone, the first of its kind in Indian Railways, has been set up at the Visakhapatnam 

Railway Station, Andhra Pradesh. The Gaming zone was inaugurated at platform number 1. 

 

 Key Points: 

i. The children can enjoy games during their waiting period for trains. 

ii. The gaming zone has different interesting games to children & adults. 

About Indian Railways: 

♦ Founded: May 8, 1845 

♦ Headquarters: New Delhi 

♦ Minister of Railways: Piyush Goyal 

 

 

First speaker of bifurcated AP, Dr Kodela Siprasada Rao passed away at the age of 72 

 

Former first speaker of the Andhra Pradesh (AP) Legislative Assembly, after bifurcation of AP, 

and one of the key leaders of the Telugu Desam Party (TDP), Dr Kodela Sivaprasada Rao, aged 

72, passed away in Hyderabad, Telangana. He was found hanging in his house and expired 

while undergoing treatment at Basava Tarakam Cancer Hospital in Hyderabad. 

i. He was a 6 time Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) from Narsaraopet constituency in 

Guntur district, Andhra Pradesh. 

ii. He had also served as a Minister in the Cabinets of the late N.T. Rama Rao and N. Chandrababu 

Naidu. 

iii. A medical doctor by profession, he had served as the Chairman of the hospital set up by 

NT Rama Rao’s family in memory of NTR’s wife, Basava Tarakam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Justice P Laxman Reddy appointed as the first Lokayukta of Andhra Pradesh, will 

serve a term of 5 years 

 

On september 15 2019, Justice P. Lakshmana Reddy was sworn in as the Andhra 

Pradesh’s (AP) first Lokayukta after the state’s bifurcation in 2014. Reddy will have a five-

year term as Lokayukta. AP Governor Biswabhushan Harichandan administered the oath of 

office to Justice Reddy at a function in Vijayawada. 

 

Key points: 

 

i. AP Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy, High Court judges, senior government officials were 

present on the occasion. 

ii. Born on April 18, 1945in an agriculture family in Paidipalem of Simhadripuram mandal in 

Kadapa district, Reddy completed his education in Kadapa (Andhra Pradesh ) and Bangalore 

(Karnataka). 

iii. In December 1972, he enrolled himself as an advocate in the Kadapa district court. Then 

he became principal district and sessions judge (PDJ) and was uplifted to the status of judge 

in the AP High Court in May 2005.He was the vice-chairman of the Central Administrative 

Tribunal at Hyderabad from April 2007 – April 2010. 

 

DRDO successfully test fires indigenous MP-ATGM in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh 

 

On September 11, 2019, Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

successfully flight tested indigenously developed low weight, fire-and-forget Man Portable Anti 

Tank Guided Missile (MP-ATGM) from a firing range in Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh. 

i. It was the third successful test-firing of the 100% indigenous ATGM, developed for the infantry 

battalions of the Indian Army. The missile weighs around 14 kg with maximum range of around 

2.5 kms, will replace Soviet- era anti-tank missiles. 

ii. The missile, incorporated with state-of-the-art Infrared Imaging Seeker along with advanced 

avionics, was launched from a man-portable tripod launcher and it hit the target of mimicking 

a functional tank in top attack mode and destroyed it with precision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CM Jagan Mohan Reddy launched ‘YSR Vahana Mitra’ in Eluru, Andhra Pradesh 

On October 4, 2019, The Chief Minister (CM) of Andhra Pradesh state government Y.S. Jagan 

Mohan 

Reddy has launched ‘YSR Vahana Mitra scheme’ in Eluru ,Andhra Pradesh (AP), under which 

the government will provide a financial assistance of Rs 10,000 per annum to owner-driver of 

an auto-rickshaw, or 

taxicab with the aim to meet their insurance premium, licence fee and other recurring expenses. 

 

Key points: 

 

i. For this welfare scheme, the state has allocated Rs 400 crore in the annual budget, of which, SCs 

(Scheduled 

Castes) would get Rs 68 crore, STs (Scheduled Tribes)₹20 core and the balance amount for others. 

ii. As part of the scheme, 1,73,102 applications were cleared of a total of 1,75,352. 

iii. Visakhapatnam topped the chart of beneficiaries with 24,512 followed by Krishna with 

20,333 and East Godavari with 19,209 autos in the state. 

iv. In the past on May 14, 2018, CM Mr. Reddy, during his padayatra in Eluru had promised to 

help auto drivers in the city. 

 

 

 

Justice J.K. Maheshwari took over as chief justice of Andhra Pradesh HC 

 

On October 3, 2019 the president of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind has appointed chief justices 

(CJ) for 7 High courts (HC). The appointment has been made by exercising the powers conferred 

under clause (1) of Article 217 of the Constitution of India. Out of the 7 CJs, 4 of them will fill 

the vacancies left by justices of Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and Haryana, Rajasthan, and Kerala 

High Courts and the rest of them are Guwahati and Andhra Pradesh these judges were 

appointed to the Supreme court(SC) recently. Madhya Pradesh HC judge J.K. Maheshwari is 

appointed as a justice of Andhra Pradesh HC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Andhra Pradesh CM YS Jagan Mohan Reddy launched YSR Kanti Velugu Scheme 2019 

On October 10, 2019, The Chief Minister (CM) of Andhra Pradesh YS Jagan Mohan Reddy of 

Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party (YSRCP) launched YSR Kanti Velugu Scheme 2019 

at Government Junior College for Boys in Anantapur district on the occasion of World Sight 

Day. Under this scheme, the natives of Andhra Pradesh can screen their eyes free of cost and 

spectacles will also be provided. It is a part of the Fit India Movement. A task force headed by 

the Collector would monitor the programme in each district. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. The cashless comprehensive primary, secondary and tertiary quality eye care services are 

provided to the people of the state and the estimated cost is about Rs 560.88 crore. 

ii. Under the first phase (till October 16, 2019), over 70 lakh students will receive primary 

basic screening by Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA), teachers, Auxiliary Nurse Midwife 

(ANM) and other staff members. 

iii. The second phase will be launched on November 1, 2019, and it will be for 2 months. In this 

children having vision defects would be provided advanced treatment. 

iv. From the third (from February 1, 2020) to sixth phase, the state government will provide 

primary mass of eye services to 1 crore people of the state of Andhra Pradesh. 

v. On October 4, the government had also launched ‘YSR Vahan Mitra’ scheme in which the 

auto-rickshaw and cab owners are provided Rs 10,000 per annum as financial assistance. 

 

 

 

CM YS Jaganmohan Reddy launched YSR Rythu Bharosa-PM Kisan Yojana in Kakturu 

village of Nellore district, Andhra Pradesh 

 

On October 15, 2019, Chief Minister (CM) of Andhra Pradesh (AP) YS Jaganmohan Reddy of 

Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party (YSRCP) launched YSR Rythu Bharosa – PM Kisan 

Samman Yojana at Vikrama Simhapuri University in Kakturu village of Nellore district, AP to 

reduce the debts of the farmers by providing a sum of Rs 13,500 per annum in 3 installments 

in which the contribution of the State Government is Rs 7,500 and the Centre is Rs 6,000. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Key Points: 

i. The amount was increased to Rs 13,500 from Rs 12,500 and the state budget allocation for 

the scheme is Rs 5,500 crore. 

ii. Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe (ST), Backward Classes (BC) and minority families, 

tenant farmers will get a total investment of Rs 67,500 for 5 years. 

iii. Recently, it also launched ‘YSR Vahan Mitra’ scheme in which auto-rickshaw and cab 

owners will get Rs 10,000 per annum as financial assistance and YSR Kanti Velugu Scheme 

2019 related to eye checkup. 

 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh becomes the first state to launch online platform SMARTPORT as 

part of the EDB Reforms 

 

On October 25, 2019, Andhra Pradesh (AP) became the first state in India to launch an online 

platform SMARTPORT as part of implementing the Ease of Doing Business (EDB) Reforms 

related to trade and export promotion in all ports in the state. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. The platform will be covered under the AP Public Service Delivery Guarantee Act, 

2017 and tracked through a single-desk portal. 

ii. It will provide online services like request for entry of vessels into Indian waters, furnishing 

cargo declaration, request for entry certificate of vessels, furnishing import/export parameters 

and request for final clearance certificate and many more. 

iii. Andhra Pradesh is ranked number 1 in Ease of Doing Business in India. 

 

 

 

First of its kind Village Secretariat system launched in Andhra Pradesh 

 

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy of Yuvajana Sramika Rythu 

Congress Party (YSRCP) launched the first of its kind Village Secretariat system at Karapa 

village near Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh. It has set up village and ward secretariats which act as 

a bridge between the government and the people by rendering over 500 types of services at their 

doorstep. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

i. Grievance lodged or petition from the people would be addressed within 72 hours. 

 

Other schemes 

 

i. ‘YSR Rythu Bharosa scheme’ will also be implemented from October 15, 2019 under which 

Rs 15,000 per annum will be given to families of farmers in the state. 

ii. Under ‘YSR Vahan Mitra’ scheme, auto-rickshaw and cab owners will be provided Rs 

10,000 per annum as financial assistance. 

 

 

ASI discovers 2,000-year-old historic trade center in Andhra Pradesh (AP) 

 

On October 25, 2019, A 2000-year old historic trade settlement & a Pallava-period statue of Lord 

Vishnu has been unearthed during excavations carried out by the Archaeological Survey of India 

(ASI) near the banks of Swarnamukhi river in the village of Gottiprolu in Andhra Pradesh (AP). 

 

Key points: 

i. Site: Archaeological excavation near Nellore, about 80 kilometers east of Tirupati, has 

uncovered a huge brick-lined enclosure. A statue along with some antiquities & pottery has 

been unearthed at the site. ii.About the statue: The statue of Vishnu, which is about 2 

meters high, has a 4-handed wheel in the right hand, a console in the left hand, and a 

posture in the left hand, while the left arm rests on a pedestal. 

iii. Brick-lined enclosure : The exposed bricks are rectangular in size, 43-48 cm. it was 

comparable to Satavahana or Ixqua period structures based on brick size and associated 

results. 

iv. Further explorations within a radius of 15 kilometers have revealed a fortified early historic 

settlement at Puduru, Subrahmanya temple at Mallam. The area also has ancient copper coins, 

terracotta beads and earrings with precious stones. Some of the ironware, cooking utensils, and 

other precious items have been revealed. 

 About ASI: 

Formation: 1851 

Headquarters: New Delhi 

Parent organization: Ministry of Culture 



 

 

2nd ‘India Myanmar Naval Exercise’ IMNEX-2019 commences in Visakhapatnam, Andhra 

Pradesh 

 

The 2nd edition of India- Myanmar Naval Exercise IMNEX-2019 has begun in 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. It will be held from October 19-22, 2019. The opening 

ceremony was conducted onboard INS (Indian Naval Ship) Ranvijay. The exercise is conducted 

in 2 phases: Harbour phase (till October 20) and Sea Phase (from October 20- 22). 

 

Key Points: 

i. Myanmar’s naval ships UMS Sin Phyu Shin (F-14) and UMS Tabinshweti (773) will engage 

in professional interaction with Indian Navy personnel. 

ii. The harbour phase consists of visits to Indian Naval units, training and 

maintenance facility at Visakhapatnam. 

iii. In Sea Phase, INS Ranvijay, a guided-missile destroyer and INS Kuthar, a missile corvette will 

conduct a joint exercise with Myanmar ships UMS Sin Phyu Shin, a frigate and UMS 

Tabinshweti, a corvette in the Bay of Bengal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Important GK 

 

 

  Visakhapatnam 

 

 Visakhapatnam's history stretches back to the 6th century BCE, when it was considered a part 

of the Kalinga Kingdom, and later ruled by the Vengi, the Pallava and Eastern Ganga dynasties. 

Archaeological records suggest that the present city was built around the 11th and 12th 

centuries with control over the city fluctuating between the Chola Dynasty and the Gajapati 

Kingdom, until its conquest by the Vijayanagara Empire in the 15th century. Conquered by the 

Mughals in the 16th century, European powers eventually set up trading interests in the city, 

and by the end of the 18th century it had come under French rule. Control passed to the British 

in 1804 and it remained under British colonial rule until India's independence in 1947. 

 

The city is home to the oldest shipyard and the only natural harbour on the east coast of India. 

Visakhapatnam Port is the fifth-busiest cargo port in India, and the city is home to the 

headquarters of the Indian Navy's Eastern Command and South Coast Railway zone. 

Visakhapatnam is a major tourist destination and is particularly known for its beaches. It is 

referred to by many nicknames such as The City of Destiny and The Jewel of the East Coast. 

It has been selected as one of the Indian cities to be developed as a smart city under the Smart 

Cities Mission. As per the Swachhta Sarvekshan rankings of 2017, it was the third-cleanest city 

in India in 2017. It fell to 7th position in 2018 and to 23rd position in 2019. 

 

Visakhapatnam's history stretches back to the 6th century B.C.E. and the city finds mention in 

ancient texts such as the 4th century B.C.E. writings of Paṇini’s and Katyayana. Historically 

considered part of the Kalinga region, it was ruled by the Vengi kingdom and the Pallava and 

Eastern Ganga dynasties during medieval times. Archaeological records suggest that the present 

city was built around the 11th and 12th centuries C.E. by the Chola Dynasty king Kulottunga I. 

Control over the city fluctuated between the Chola Dynasty of Tamil Nadu and the Gajapati 

Kingdom of Odisha until its conquest by the Vijayanagara Empire in the 15th century. In the 

16th century it was conquered by the Mughals. European powers eventually set up trading 

interests in the city and Visakhapatnam came under French rule at the end of the 18th century. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Amaravati 

 

Amaravati is a proposed and planned capital city of Andhra Pradesh, India. It has been allotted 

space to be built on the southern banks of the Krishna River in Guntur district, within the 

Andhra Pradesh Capital Region. It is being built on a 217 sq km riverfront designed to have 51% 

of green spaces and 10% of water bodies. In 2019, with only state government allocated budget 

of ₹500 crore, the Amravati project has substantially slowed down with no deadline in sight. The 

word "Amaravati" derives from the historical Amaravathi village, the ancient capital of the 

Satavahana dynasty. The foundation stone was laid at Uddandarayunipalem area by the Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on 22 October 2015. The metropolitan area of Guntur and Vijayawada 

and the area of City Tenali are the major conurbations of Amaravati. 

 

Amaravati is being constructed to serve as the new capital city of Andhra Pradesh, after 

Telangana was split off as a separate state in 2014. The former capital city, Hyderabad, is now 

located inside Telangana. A new capital city had to be either assigned or constructed on the 

remaining territory of Andhra Pradesh and Amaravati was finally chosen as that. 

 

As of October 2016, the majority of departments and officials of the Andhra Pradesh State 

Government are now functioning from interim facilities located in the Velagapudi area of 

Amaravati, with only a skeleton staff remaining behind in Hyderabad. Since April 2016, the 

office of the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh started its operations from Velagapudi. The 

Andhra Pradesh Legislature remained in Hyderabad until March 2017, when it relocated to 

newly construct interim legislative buildings in Velagapudi. 

 

The present capital area has its own historical significance of having recorded its first ever 

legislation 2,200 years ago. The present-day capital region includes the ancient Amaravati. The 

area has been ruled by the Mauryas, Satavahanas, Ikshvakus, Vishnukundins, Pallavas, Cholas, 

Kakatiyas, Delhi Sultanate, Musunuri Nayaks, Bahmani Sultanate, Vijayanagara Empire, 

Sultanate of Golconda and Mughal Empire successively before the founding of the Nizam of 

Hyderabad in 1724.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

It was ceded to France in 1750 but was captured by the British in 1759. Guntur returned to the 

Nizamate in 1768 but was ceded to Britain again in 1788. It was briefly occupied by Hyder Ali. It 

was then ruled by Vasireddy Venkatadri Nayudu. It was part of Madras Presidency during the 

British colonial period. 

 

As per the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014, Hyderabad became the capital of the then 

newly formed state of Telangana, post bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh. However, Hyderabad 

would remain as the joint capital of both states for a period of time not exceeding ten years. 

Hence, Amaravati is being built to serve as the capital of Andhra Pradesh. 

 

The foundation for the city was laid at Uddandarayunipalem on 22 October 2015. The Prime 

Minister of India, Narendra Modi; the then Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Nara 

Chandrababu Naidu; the Vice President of India and the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha 

Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu; then Governor E. S. L. Narasimhan; the Japanese minister for 

economy trade and industry, Yosuke Takagi laid the foundation for the city. 

 

The city is being built in Guntur district, on the banks of the Krishna River. The city will be 40 

kilometres south-west of Vijayawada, 32 kilometres north of Guntur, 70 kilometres south-east of 

Tenali surrounding the Coromandel Coast of Coastal Andhra region in Andhra Pradesh, India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Rayalaseema 

 

 

Rayalaseema is a geographic region in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. It comprises four 

southern districts of the state namely, Anantapur, Chittoor, Kadapa and Kurnool. As of 2011 

census of India, the region with four districts had a population of 15,184,908 and covers an area 

of 67,526 km2 (26,072 sq mi). 

 

The present-day region of Rayalaseema in Andhra Pradesh was officially referred to as the 'Ceded 

Districts' under the British Madras Presidency, since the districts had been ceded by the Nizam 

of Hyderabad to the British. 

 

The local intellectuals found the name 'Datta Maṇḍalalu' to be insulting. In 1928, a strong dislike 

was expressed from the leaders in the Andhra Mahasabha, held at Nandyal and they sought to 

rename it. 

 

Rayalaseema region is located in the southern region of the state of Andhra Pradesh. The region 

borders the state of Tamil Nadu to the south, Karnataka to the west and Telangana to the north. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Coastal Andhra 

 

 

Coastal Andhra is a region in the state of Andhra Pradesh, India. This region was part of Madras 

State before 1953 and Andhra State from 1953 to 1956. According to the 2011 census, it has an 

area of 95,442 square kilometres (36,850 sq mi) which is 57.99% of the total state area and a 

population of 34,193,868 which is 69.20% of Andhra Pradesh state population. This area 

includes the coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh on the Coromandel Coast between the Eastern 

Ghats and the Bay of Bengal, from the northern border with Odisha to Pulicat Lake of South. 

 

Coastal Andhra has rich agricultural land, owing to the delta of the Godavari Krishna River 

and Penna. The prosperity of Coastal Andhra can be attributed to its rich agricultural land and 

an abundant water supply from these three rivers. Rice grown in paddy fields is the main crop, 

with pulses and coconuts also being important. The fishing industry is also important to the 

region. 

 

The region of Andhra rose to political power during the reign of the Maurya Dynasty. 

Megasthenes mentioned that Andhra was a flourishing empire of the Satavahanas' since even 

before the Common Era. Coastal Andhra was also ruled by the famous Chalukyas in between 

the period of the 7th Century and the 10th century CE. This period was followed by the reign of 

many other dynasties such as the Cholas, the Kakatiyas as well as the Vijayanagar Empire. 

 

 

Antarvedi temple on the banks of Godavari in Andhra Pradesh, According to 11th century 

inscriptions, coastal Andhra is bounded by Mahendragiri mountains (in north-eastern border 

with Gajapati district of Orissa), Kalahasti temple (in Chittoor district near the border of Nellore 

district), Srisailam temple (in Kurnool district near the border of Mahbubnagar district and 

Prakasham district). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Krishna River 

 

The Krishna River is the fourth-biggest river in terms of water inflows and river basin area in 

India, after the Ganga, Godavari and Brahmaputra. The river is almost 1,400 kilometres (870 mi) 

long. The river is also called Krishnaveni. It is one of the major sources of irrigation for 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

 

The Krishna River originates in the Western Ghats near Mahabaleshwar at an elevation of about 

1,300 metres, in the state of Maharashtra in central India. It is one of the longest rivers in India. 

The Krishna River is around 1,400 km in length (282 KM in Maharashtra). The Krishna river's 

source is at Mahabaleshwar near the Jor village in the extreme north of Wai Taluka, Satara 

District, Maharashtra in the west and empties into the Bay of Bengal at Hamsaladeevi (near 

Koduru) in Andhra Pradesh, on the east coast. It flows through the state of Karnataka before 

entering Telangana State. The delta of this river is one of the most fertile regions in India and 

was the home to ancient Satavahana and Ikshvaku Sun Dynasty kings. Vijayawada is the largest 

city on the River Krishna. 

 

The largest tributary of the Krishna River is the Tungabhadra River with a drainage basin 

measuring 71,417 km2, running for about 531 km, but the longest tributary is the Bhima River, 

which makes a total run of 861 km and has an equally large drainage area of 70,614 km2. 

 

Three tributaries Panchganga, Warna and Yerla meet Krishna River near Sangli. These places 

are considered very holy. It is said that Lord Dattatreya spent some of his days at Audumber on 

the banks of river Krishna. 

 

Kudalasangama, North Karnataka: It is located about 15 kilometres from the Almatti Dam in 

Bagalkot district of Karnataka state. The Krishna and Malaprabha River rivers merge here. The 

Aikya Mantapa or the holy Samādhi of Basavanna, the founder of the Lingayat sect of Hindu 

religion along with Linga, which is believed to be self-born (Swayambhu), is here and river flow 

east towards Srisailam (another pilgrim center) Andhra Pradesh. Sangameswaram of Kurnool 

district in Andhra Pradesh is a famous pilgrim center for Hindus where Tungabhadra and 

Bhavanasi rivers join the Krishna River. The Sangameswaram temple is now drowned in the 

Srisailam reservoir and visible for devotees only during summer when the reservoir's water level 

comes down. 

 



 

 

Tributaries 

Right-bank 
tributary 

Town, District, State of 
confluence 

Left-Bank Tributary 

Venna River Sangam Mauli, Satara, 
Maharashtra 

 

Urmodi river Kashil, Satara, Maharashtra  

Tarali/Kali Ganga 
river 

Umbraj, Satara, Maharashtra  

Mand river Umbraj, Satara, Maharashtra  

 Tasawade, Satara, 
Maharashtra 

Kolamba river 

Koyna River Karad, Satara, Maharashtra  

 Bramhanal, Sangli, 
Maharashtra 

Yerla river 

Warna River Haripur, Sangli, Maharashtra  

Panchganga River Narsobawadi, Sangli, 
Mahrashtra 

 

Dudhaganga Yadur, Belgaum, Karnataka  

 Hippargi barrage  

Ghataprabha River Almatti, Bagalkot District, 
Karnataka 

 

 Almatti Dam  

Malaprabha River Kudala Sangam, Bagalkot 
District, Karnataka 

 

 Basava Sagar Reservoir  

 Ammapur, Kalaburagi, 
Karnataka 

Doni River 



 Kadlur, Raichur, Karnataka Bhima River 

 Jurala dam  

 Lower Jurala dam  

Tungabhadra River Alampur, Mahabubnagar, 
Telangana 

 

Srisailam temple Srisailam Dam  

 Srisailam tail pond weir  

 Nalgonda district, Telangana Dindi River 

 Nagarjuna Sagar dam  

 Chityala, Nalgonda Haliya River 

 Nagarjuna Sagar tail 
pond dam 

 

 Wazirabad, Nalgonda, 
Telangana 

Musi River 

 Pulichintala dam, Suryapet 
district 

 

 Mukteswarapuram, Krishna 

district 

Paleru River 

 Amaravathi village, Guntur 
district 

Munneru River 

 Ibrahimpatnam, Krishna 
district 

Polavaram right bank 
canal 

Kondaveeti vagu Ibrahimpatnam, Krishna 
district 

Budameru diversion 
channel 

Amaravati city Prakasam Barrage Vijayawada city 

National Waterway 4 Prakasam Barrage National Waterway 4 

 

 



 

 

 

The Krishna river rises in the Western Ghats, at an elevation of about 1,337 meter just north of 

Mahabaleshwar, about 64 km from the Arabian Sea. It flows for about 1,400 km and outfalls 

into the Bay of Bengal. The principal tributaries joining Krishna are the Ghataprabha River, 

Malaprabha River, Bhima River, Tungabhadra River and Musi River. 

 

Krishna Basin extends over an area of 258,948 km2 which is nearly 8% of the total geographical 

area of the country. This large basin lies in the states of Karnataka (113,271 km2), Telangana, 

Andhra Pradesh (76,252 km2) and Maharashtra (69,425 km2). 

 

This river is revered by Hindus as sacred. The river is also believed to remove all sins of people 

by taking a bath in this river. The centre of attraction is the Krishna Pushkaram fair which is 

held once in twelve years on the banks of the Krishna River. There are many pilgrimage places in 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh on the course of the river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Godavari River 

 

The Godavari is India's second longest river after the Ganga. Its source is in Triambakeshwar, 

Maharashtra. It flows east for 1,465 kilometres (910 mi), draining the states of Maharashtra 

(48.6%), Telangana (18.8%), Andhra Pradesh (4.5%), Chhattisgarh (10.9%), Odisha 

(5.7%),ultimately emptying into the Bay of Bengal through its extensive network of tributaries. 

Measuring up to 312,812 km2 (120,777 sq mi), it forms one of the largest river basins in the 

Indian subcontinent, with only the Ganga and Indus rivers having a larger drainage basin.[5] In 

terms of length, catchment area and discharge, the Godavari is the largest in peninsular India, 

and had been dubbed as the Vridha Ganga. The river has been revered in Hindu scriptures for 

many millennia and continues to harbour and nourish a rich cultural heritage. In the past few 

decades, the river has been barricaded by a number of barrages and dams, restricting its flow. 

The river delta supports 729 persons/km2 nearly twice the density average for the nation, and 

has been categorized as having substantial to greater risk of flooding with rising sea levels. 

 

 



 

 

 

The Godavari originates in the Western Ghats of central India near Nashik in Maharashtra, 80 

km from the Arabian Sea. It flows for 1,465 km first eastwards across the Deccan Plateau then 

turns southeast, entering the West Godavari district and East Godavari district of Andhra 

Pradesh, until it splits into two distributaries that widen into a large river delta at Sir Arthur 

Cotton Barrage in Rajamahendravaram and flow into the Bay of Bengal. 

 

The Godavari River has a coverage area of 312,812 km2, which is nearly one-tenth of the area 

of India and is greater than the areas of England and Ireland put together. The river basin is 

considered to be divided into 3 sections: 

 Upper (source to confluence with Manjira), 

 Middle (between confluence of Manjira and Pranhita) and 

 Lower (Pranhita confluence to mouth). 

 

The major tributaries of the river can be classified as the left bank tributaries which include the 

Purna, Pranhita, Indravati and Sabari River covering nearly 59.7% of the total catchment area of 

the basin and the right bank tributaries Pravara, Manjira, Manair together contributing 16.1% of 

the basin. 

 

Pranhita is the largest tributary covering about 34% of its drainage basin. Though the river 

proper flows only for 113 km, by virtue of its extensive tributaries Wardha, Wainganga, 

Penganga, the sub-basin drains all of Vidharba region as well as the southern slopes of the 

Satpura Ranges. Indravati is the 2nd largest tributary, known as the "lifeline" of the Kalahandi, 

Nabarangapur of Odisha & Bastar district of Chhattisgarh. Due to their enormous sub-basins 

both Indravati and Pranhita are considered rivers in their own right. Manjira is the longest 

tributary and holds the Nizam Sagar reservoir. Purna is a prime river in the water scarce 

Marathwada region of Maharashtra. 

 

 

 

Thank You!! 

 

 

Best Wishes for your exams!! 


