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Andhra Pradesh formerly known as Andhra State is a state in the south-eastern coastal region of 

India. It is the seventh largest state by area covering an area of 162,975 km2 (62,925 sq mi) and 

tenth-most populous state, with 49,386,799 inhabitants. It has the second-longest coastline 

after Gujarat of about 974 km (605 mi). It is bordered by Odisha to the north, Chhattisgarh to the 

north-east, Tamil Nadu to the south, Karnataka and Telangana to the west and north-west, and 

the Bay of Bengal to the east. Andhra Pradesh is the first state to be formed on a linguistic basis 

in India, and was established in 1953. The state is known for its mining industry, as the site of 

the Koh-i-Noor and because of its large natural diamond supplies, in its Kollur Mine. It is also 

known as the "Rice Bowl of India" for being a major producer of rice in India. Its official language 

is Telugu; as one of the country's classical languages, it is the third most spoken language in 

India and 11th most spoken language in the world. 

The state comprises thirteen districts in total, nine of which are located in Coastal Andhra and 

four in Rayalaseema. The state also has a union territory of Yanam, a district of Puducherry, 

which lies to the south of Kakinada in the Godavari delta on the eastern side of the state. The 

largest city and commercial hub of the state are Visakhapatnam, located on the Bay of Bengal, 

with a GDP of US$43.5 billion; the second largest city in the state is Vijayawada, located on the 

banks of the Krishna River, which has a GDP of US billion (as of 2010). The economy of Andhra 

Pradesh is the seventh-largest state economy in India with ₹9.33 lakh crore (US$130 billion) in 

gross domestic product and a per capita GDP of ₹164,000 (US$2,300). Andhra Pradesh ranks 

27th among Indian states in Human Development Index (HDI), Andhra Pradesh has a jurisdiction 

over almost 15,000 km2 of territorial waters. 

 

 



 

 

A group of people named Andhras was mentioned in Sanskrit texts such as Aitareya Brahmana 

(800–500 BCE). According to Aitareya Brahmana of the Rig Veda, the Andhras left north India 

from banks of River Yamuna and settled in south India. The Satavahanas have been mentioned by 

the names Andhra, Andhrara-jateeya and Andhrabhrtya in the Puranic literature. They did not 

refer themselves as Andhra in any of their coins or inscriptions; it is possible that they were 

termed as Andhras because of their ethnicity or because their territory included the Andhra 

region. 

The north-western portion of Andhra Pradesh was separated to form the new state of Telangana 

on 2 June 2014, and Hyderabad, the longtime capital of Andhra Pradesh, was transferred to 

Telangana as part of the division. However, in accordance with the Andhra Pradesh 

Reorganisation Act, 2014, Hyderabad was to remain the acting capital of both Andhra Pradesh 

and Telangana states for a period of time not exceeding ten years. The new riverfront de facto 

capital, Amaravati, is under the jurisdiction of the Andhra Pradesh Capital Region Development 

Authority. 
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The state has varied topography ranging from the hills of Eastern Ghats and Nallamala Hills to 

the shores of Bay of Bengal that support varied ecosystems, the rich diversity of flora and fauna. 

There are two main rivers namely, Krishna and Godavari that flow through the state. The coast of 

the state extends along the Bay of Bengal from Srikakulam to Nellore district. The plains to the 

east of Eastern Ghats form the Eastern coastal plains. The coastal plains are for the most part of 

delta regions formed by the Godavari, Krishna, and Penner Rivers. The Eastern Ghats are 

discontinuous and individual sections have local names. The Eastern Ghats are a major dividing 

line in the state's geography. The Kadapa Basin formed by two arching branches of the Eastern 

Ghats is a mineral-rich area. The Ghats become more pronounced towards the south and 

extreme north of the coast. Most of the coastal plains are put to intense agricultural use. The 

Rayalaseema region has semi-arid conditions. 
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3 Million Houses will be built under YSR Jagananna Colonies 

 

The State Government of Andhra Pradesh will take up the construction of 3 Million (30 lakh) 

houses under the YSR Jagananna Colonies project after distributing the house sites to the 

beneficiaries on 8th July 2020. Jagananna Colonies is part of the State Government’s Navratnalu- 

Pedalandariki Illu (houses for all the poor) Program. 

 

YSR Jagananna Colonies Project 

For the land acquisition of the colonies, the state government will bear around Rs 10,000 to Rs 

11,000 crore. The house sites will be provided at Rs 1 to the selected white Ration Card 

beneficiaries. The total expenditure for the project including the share of the Central Government 

is estimated at RS 50,000 crore. 

The project will be implemented in two phases with 15 lakh houses being constructed in each 

phase. Construction for the first phase will begin on 28th August this year while the second phase 

construction will begin from August 2021. All necessary facilities will be provided in the colonies 

such as water, connecting roads, electricity, etc. Each house will have a carpet area of 230 square 

feet. The cost of each house is estimated to be around Rs 1.80 lakh. 

The State Government has set a target for completion of the project by 2024. 

 

 

CM launches crop scheme 

 

Chief Minister Y S Jaganmohan Reddy launched the crop insurance scheme for farmers from his 

camp office at Tadepalli. 

The CM also released the crop insurance premium of Rs 122.61 crore to various insurance 

companies which was due from 2018-19. The payment enabled insurance companies to clear the 

claims of 5, 94,005 farmers in the state to the tune of Rs 596.36 crore. 



 

Farmers will have to register their crops at the Rythu Bharosa Kendras in their respective villages 

to avail the scheme. Every farmer would have to pay Rs 1 towards their share. The government 

will pay the balance premium. 

 

 

Despite economic slowdown, Andhra Pradesh improves tax collection 

 

Allaying the fears of the administration, the state has registered improved its tax collection 

during 2019-20 financial year. 

 

Even Maharashtra, an economic power house, has reported negative growth with minus 3 per 

cent growth rate. Despite slowdown of economy across the country, AP pulled a surprise by 

netting nearly Rs 43, 332 crore. Although the growth rate over the previous year is just 0.65 

percent, staying in positive trend itself is being considered as big achievement in the given 

situation. 

 

In fact, the state lost about 5 per cent of revenues in liquor sales following the YS Jaganmohan 

Reddy government’s decision to cut down the number of retail shops as well as bars. The overall 

liquor sales reported nearly 18 per cent dip in the last fiscal. 

 

Similarly, the realty sector was badly hit due to the shortage of sand for nearly five months. While 

the state government stopped sand sales for nearly three months with a view to ready a new 

policy, floods and heavy rains have spoiled the sand exploration and sale for another two 

months. 

 

 

 

 



 

Apollo Tyres commissions its Andhra Pradesh Manufacturing Plant 

 

As per a 2016 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the State Government of 

Andhra Pradesh and Gurugram headquartered Apollo Tyres Limited, the company will set up its 

new manufacturing unit at Chittoor district of the state. The foundation stone of the 

manufacturing plant was laid on 9th January 2018 by the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. 

On 25th June 2020, the company has announced the commissioning of the Manufacturing plant 

that is spread over 256 acres.  Rs 3,800 crores were invested for setting up the state-of-the-art 

manufacturing facility. Globally, this is the 7th manufacturing unit of Apollo Tyres and the 5th in 

India. 

For setting up the highly automated manufacturing plant that will cater to both domestic and 

international markets, it took 12 million (1.2 crores) man-hours of construction work, 35 million 

tonnes of steel used and 1.23 lakh cubic metre of concrete used. 

The company has employed around 850 people at present (most hired locally) at its shop floor. 

The built-up area facility is 2, 16,000 square metres. The plant has a modular layout and uses 

Information Technology-driven systems and robotics. 

By 2022, through the manufacturing plant, the company has set a per-day target to roll out 

15,000 passenger car tyres and 3,000 truck-bus radials. 

 

 

8.5% of AP’s Covid-19 cases from Maharashtra 

 

Returnees from Maharashtra, the top Covid-19 hotbed of the country with nearly 1.3 lakh cases, 

account for about 8.5% of the caseload of Andhra Pradesh. 

 

As many as 793 people, who arrived in Andhra Pradesh from the second-most populous state of 

the country in the last two months, tested positive for Covid-19. 

 



 

Returnees from neighbouring Tamil Nadu, which has been witnessing an unabated rise in Covid-

19 cases, contributed 334 cases to the state’s Covid-19 tally, followed by 232 infections from 

Telangana and 123 cases from Delhi and Gujarat. On the other hand, about 230 cases were 

found to have links with Chennai’s Koyambedu market. 

 

Migrants and stranded people started arriving in the state since the first week of May — the 

beginning of the third phase of lockdown with eased restrictions. 

 

As many as 337 foreign returnees have tested positive for the virus in the recent weeks. The 

returnees from Kuwait alone contributed 299 cases, followed by Saudi Arabia 10, Qatar seven 

and Indonesia five. 

 

 

 

South India’s earliest Sanskrit Inscription found in Andhra Pradesh 

 

The Epigraphy Branch of Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered the earliest Sanskrit 

inscription to have been discovered in South India as on date. This significant finding is also the 

earliest epigraphic evidence for ‘Saptamatrika’ cult so far. The discovery was made in Chebrolu 

village in Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh. The inscription came to light when some local 

villagers informed ASI authorities about a pillar with some engravings when they were restoring 

and repairing local Bheemeshwara temple. ASI called for conservation and preservation of pillar 

given its historical importance. 

 

Key Findings 

What is Saptamatrikas? They are a group of seven female deities worshipped in Hinduism as 

personifying the energy of their respective consorts. There are references of Saptamatrika 



 

worship in early Kadamba copper plates as well as early Chalukyas and Eastern Chalukya copper 

plates. But this new discovery predates them by almost 200 years. 

The Inscription found: It is in Sanskrit and in Brahmi characters and was issued by Satavahana 

king Vijaya in 207 A.D. The inscription records construction of a prasada (temple), a mandapa (a 

pavilion for public rituals) and consecration of images on southern side of temple by a person 

named Kartika for merit of king at temple of Bhagavathi (Goddess) Saktimatruka (Saptamatrika) 

at Tambrape (which is the ancient name of Chebrolou). All the available records when verified 

proved that Chebrolu inscription of Satavahana king Vijaya issued in his 5th regnal year (207 

A.D.) is also the earliest datable Sanskrit inscription from South India so far. Until now 

the Nagarjunakonda inscription of Ikshavaku King Ehavala Chantamula issued in his 11th regnal 

year (4th century A.D.) was considered the earliest Sanskrit inscription in South India. 

The place also yielded another inscription which is in Prakrit language and of Brahmi characters 

and belongs to 1st century A.D. This is thus the earliest epigraphic reference to Mutts and 

records gift of a cloister mandapa and chaitya to bhavatho (Lord) of the Gadasa Mutt by a person 

hailing from Tabaava. 

 

 

What is Disha Act, the new law of Andhra Pradesh? 

 

The Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly has recently passed the Andhra Pradesh Disha Bill, 

2019 (now, Andhra Pradesh Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2019). Disha is the name given to the 

veterinarian who was raped and murdered in Hyderabad on 27 November and sparked an outrage 

across country. 

Recently, Delhi Commission of Women Chief Swati Maliwal has written a letter to Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi demanding immediate implementation of Disha Bill in entire country. 

 

Key features of AP Disha Act 2019 

It envisages the completion of investigation in 7 days and trial in 14 working days, where there is 

adequate conclusive evidence, and reducing total judgment time to 21 days from existing 4 



 

months. The Act also prescribes, death penalty for rape crimes where there is adequate 

conclusive evidence, and this provision is given by amending Section 376 of Indian Penal Code 

(IPC), 1860. 

In cases of harassment of women through social/digital media, the Act states 2 years’ 

imprisonment for first conviction and 4 years for second as well as subsequent convictions. For 

this purpose, a new Section 354 E will be added in IPC, 1860. 

It also prescribes life imprisonment for other sexual offences against children and for this 

purpose includes Section 354 F and 354 G in IPC. 

The Andhra Pradesh government will now establish, operate and maintain a register in electronic 

form, to be called ‘Women & Children Offenders Registry’. This registry will be made public and 

will also be available to country’s law enforcement agencies. 

The state government will also establish exclusive special courts in each district to ensure speedy 

trial. These courts will exclusively deal with cases of offences against women and children 

including rape, sexual harassment, and acid attackssocial media harassment of women, stalking, 

voyeurism and all cases under Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. 

Moreover, the government will also appoint a special public prosecutor for each exclusive special 

court. 

The government will constitute special police teams at district level to be called District Special 

Police Team. It will be headed by DSP for investigation of offences related to women and children. 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh launches ‘Nadu-Nedu’ programme 

 

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has launched the ‘Nadu-Nedu’ 

programme which seeks to transform government schools into vibrant and competitive 

institutions. The programme is set to turn a new leaf over education sector and will provide 

opportunities to weaker sections and underprivileged. 

 

Key Features: 



 

Objective: To transform all government schools with required infrastructure and up-gradation of 

skills besides setting up of English labs in addition to providing basic amenities such as clean 

environs, running water, furniture, compound wall, blackboard, toilets, renovation and involve 

parent committee. 

Phase 1: In first phase, the scheme will be implemented in 15,715 schools and will cover all 

schools in three years’ time. 

The scheme has a budget of Rs.12, 000 crores and for the first year, Rs.3, 500 crores will be 

spent for the development of infrastructure. 

Under the programme English medium will be introduced in Classes 1 to 6. Andhra Pradesh Chief 

Minister highlighted that many people benefit from switching to English language from Telugu. 

He also stated that the decision was taken after due consideration and visualizing what our 

future generation requires in new age of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Robotics. 

Need: The 2011 census revealed that Andhra Pradesh’s illiteracy rate is 33% and thus to uplift 

marginalised sections the state have to take bold decisions such as switching over to English 

medium. English medium schools are needed to prepare the future generation of students to 

boldly face and meet up requirements of highly dynamic and technology-driven world. 

 

Way Forward 

The Andhra government will soon be introducing Amma Vodi on 9 January 2019, where they will 

incentivize mothers to send their children to school. His government will also take care of fees 

reimbursement in all degree and professional colleges and there will be 1-year training for youth 

to gear up for jobs. 

Apart from this, a skill development university will be set up and under its umbrella; all 25 Skill 

Development Centres (SDC) will function to have an interface with education and industry. 

 

 

ASI: Gottiporlu-a historic trade centre 

 



 

The Archaeological Survey of India has discovered the remains of huge settlement during its first 

phase of excavation at Gottiprolu near Naidupeta, Nellore, and Andhra Pradesh. It has uncovered 

a mass settlement that was surrounded by a massive brick enclosure 

 

Highlights 

 The experts unearthed the Hindu god, Lord Vishnu sculptures and wide variety of pottery of 

early centuries of current era 

 The site lies on the bank of Swarnamukhi river 

 Drone images and topographical studies helped in identifying the settlement that is surrounded 

by a fortification. The fortification was evident in the southern and eastern sides while its other 

arm seems to have been leveled due to modern settlements 

 

The Brick Enclosure 

 The massive brick enclosure is the outstanding discovery of the excavation. The bricks are 

baked and exposed to a length of more than 75 metres with average width of 3.4 metres. They 

rise to a height of 2 metres and run in a curvi linear pattern 

 The Archaeologists also discovered a rectangular brick tank exposed near the inner lining of the 

curved brick structure 

 

Period of the excavations 

 The brick sizes are comparable with the Satavahan period structures in the River Krishna valley 

 Based on the brick sizes, the period of excavations is placed between 2nd and 1st century BC. 

They are around 2000 years old 

 

Antiquities 

 A female terracotta figurine with two hands lifted upwards was also retrieved. 

 Interesting pottery was also found. There were conical jars that are widely distributed in Tamil 

Nadu and are considered to be imitated variety of Roman Amphorae jars. 



 

 A series of broken terracotta pipes fitted into one another were also revealed. It proves that the 

period had a good drainage system. 

 

Trade Centre 

The presence of these jars proves that it was an important trade centre of the period. Also it 

implies that liquid commodities were transported as amphorae wares are often used to carry 

liquid items. Also, the site’s proximity with the sea coast suggests that it could have serves as a 

strategic settlement involved in maritime trade. 

 

Tools 

 The tools found were made of stones 

 

 

ASI finds 2,000-year-old trade center in Andhra Pradesh 

 

The ASI (Archaeological Survey of India) recently discovered that the present-day state of Andhra 

Pradesh had a maritime center near the banks of Swarnamukhi River around 2,000 years ago. 

 

Highlights 

 The excavations were performed at the state’s Gottiprolu that began in December, 2018. 

 The ASI unearthed brick-built structures in varied shapes. The sizes of the bricks were common 

in the Satavahana/Ikshvaku period of the Krishna valley. 

 Also, the team unearthed four armed sculptures of Lord Vishnu. The sculpture belongs to 

Pallava period according to the analysis of headgear and drapery. 

 Also, a series of broken terracotta pipes were found. This suggests that the period had a good 

system of drainage. 

 So far, the ASI has excavated about 10% of the site in the first round. The second round is set to 

begin in November or December, 2019. 



 

 

Swarnamukhi River 

 The river is located in southern India 

 The Kalyani Dam is constructed across the river at Tirupati city. The shrines Tirupati and 

Kalahasti are located in the banks of the river. 

 

 

YSR Vahana Mitra scheme: launched in Andhra Pradesh 

 

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh YS Jagan Mohan Reddy launched YSR Vahana Mitra scheme 

which provides Rs.10, 000 allowances to self-employed drivers of the state. This latest scheme 

which is available only in Andhra Pradesh is the fulfilment of an election promise made by YS 

Jagan Mohan Reddy during his 3,648 km padayatra. 

 

About YSR Vahana Mitra Scheme 

Under the scheme an allowance of Rs.10000 would be given every year to the beneficiaries. It will 

provide Rs.50, 000 to self-employed drivers in 5 years. This amount will be credited into bank 

accounts directly while processing will be done in a transparent manner. 

Beneficiary includes: Self-Employed driver-cum-owners of autos, taxis and maxi cabs of the 

state. 

The annual allowance would be provided to meet the recurring expenses such as insurance 

premium, licence fee and maintenance of vehicle to procure fitness certificate. 

 

Implementation: 

The state government issued a GO in this regard on September 9 to frame guidelines for 

eligibility criteria. The government also allocated a budget of Rs.400 crore in annual budget for 

implementation of welfare scheme. Of the total amount the SCs would get Rs.68 crore, STs Rs.20 

core and remaining amount is for others. 



 

Out of the 1, 75,352 applications received by government 1, 73,102 were cleared and the 

allowance amount was directly credited into their respective bank accounts. Within the state, 

Visakhapatnam tops the list of beneficiaries followed by Krishna with and East Godavari. 

Those people who could not make it on time can apply till month-end and their applications 

would be considered. 

 

2017-18 National Tourism Awards 

 

National Tourism Awards for 2017-18 were presented by Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu in 

New Delhi on 27 September 2019 on occasion of World Tourism Day. This year a total of 76 

awards were given under various categories. 

 

2017-18 National Tourism Awards Winners 

Andhra Pradesh: The state won the first prize for Best State for Comprehensive Development of 

Tourism. Andhra is known for its beaches and temples, and won the award for overall growth in 

tourism category. 

Goa and Madhya Pradesh: Both states were announced as joint winners in Adventure Tourism 

category. 

Uttarakhand: The Himalayan state won the best film promotion friendly state. Telangana: It won 

the best state in innovative use of IT category. 

 

About National Tourism Awards 

The National Tourism Awards are presented every year by Union Ministry of Tourism, to various 

segments of the travel and tourism industry. 

These awards are presented to State Governments/Union Territories, classified hotels, heritage 

hotels, approved travel agents, tour operators and tourist transport operators, individuals as well 

as other private organizations in recognition of their performance in their respective fields. It also 

encourages healthy competition with an aim to promote tourism in country. 



 

The awardees are selected by Committees constituted for purpose and the decision of Union 

Ministry of Tourism is final and binding. 

 

 

Tiger Triumph: India-US joint tri-services exercise to be held in Andhra 

Pradesh 

 

 

India and the United States are set to hold their first tri-services exercise code-named as ‘Tiger 

Triumph’ at Visakhapatnam and Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh. It is scheduled to be held in 

November 2019. 

This will be only 2nd time that India will deploy assets and manpower from its Army, Navy and 

Air Force together for an exercise with a foreign country. India had earlier conducted similar tri-

service exercise ‘Indra wargames’ with Russia at Vladivostok in 2017. 

 

Tiger Triumph: India-US tri-services Exercise 

This first-ever tri-Service exercise between India and US will focus on large-scale amphibious 

Humanitarian Relief and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations. It will be held along eastern coast in 

Bay of Bengal. 

It is being organised under the aegis of headquarters of Integrated Defence Staff. 

The announcement in this regard was made by US President Donald Trump in Houston during the 

‘Howdy, Modi!’ event. 

The scheduled exercise highlights strong and growing bilateral defence ties between India and 

America. 

 

Background 

The announcement about the tri-services exercise comes after Final Planning Conference 

(FPC) for India-US Tri-Services Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief (HADR) concluded at 

Headquarters Eastern Naval Command on 20 September 2019. The conference was attended by 



 

delegates from US Navy and Marine Corps and representatives from Indian Army, Indian Navy and 

Indian Air Force. 

During the conference, participants had a discussion on planning of exercise and interactions on 

issues related to the conduct of exercise. Both teams from US and India also visited campsite at 

Kakinada and conducted table-top exercises as preparatory activities. 

 

NOTE: 

Every Year, India and the US, hold a flurry of combat exercises namely- 

1. Naval Malabar (with Japan as 3rd participant) 

2. Counter-terror Vajra Prahar 

3. Yudh Abhyas drills between India-US armies. 

As of now, India and the US have conducted defence hardware trade around $18 billion over last 

10 years and many more defence deals are still in the pipeline. 

 

 

DRDO flight tests Man Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM) 

 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), the government agency charged with 

the military’s research and development, successfully flight tested indigenously developed low 

weight, fire and forget Man Portable Antitank Guided Missile (MPATGM) in ranges of Kurnool in 

Andhra Pradesh (AP). 

 

Test Highlights 

The missile was launched from a man portable Tripod launcher and target was mimicking a 

functional tank. 

In a major boost for Indian Army, all the mission objectives were met as missile hit the target in 

top attack mode and destroyed it with precision. 



 

This is 3rd series of successful testing of MPATGM. Thus the test paves way for Indian Army to 

have developed 3rd generation MPATGM indigenously. 

 

About Man Portable Antitank Guided Missile (MPATGM) 

It is an Indian 3rd-generation fire-and-forget anti-tank guided missile. The missile is derived 

from Nag ATGM of India. 

Currently it is developed by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) in 

partnership with Indian defence contractor VEM Technologies Private Limited. 

MPATGM is incorporated with state-of-the-art Infrared Imaging Seeker along with advanced 

avionics. 

Features: 

Mass- 14.5 kg 

Length- 1,300 mm (4 ft 3 in) 

Warhead- High-explosive anti-tank warhead 

Operational range- 2.5 km 

 

 

India’s longest electrified train tunnel inaugurated in Andhra Pradesh 

 

Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu dedicated the country’s longest electrified rail tunnel between 

Cherlopalli and Rapuru in Andhra Pradesh. He also inaugurated electrified railway line between 

Venkatachalam and Obulavaripalli at Gudur railway station and also flagged off Gudur-

Vijayawada inter-city superfast express. 

 

Cherlopalli-Rapuru Electrified rail tunnel 

It is located between Cherlopalli and Rapuru Railway Stations in Andhra Pradesh. It was built at a 

cost of Rs. 437 crore and has 44 trolley refuges and 14 cross-passages in a horseshoe design. 

New Australian Tunneling Method (NATM) was used to construct this tunnel. Its total length is 



 

6.3km. Its height (from rail level to roof) is 6.5 meters and minimum height of contact wire is 

maintained at 5.2m. LED lightening is provided at 10m intervals inside the tunnel. It is provided 

by two traction power supply sub-stations near Cherlopalli and near Rapuru. It will provide viable 

rail connectivity between Krishnapatnam Port and hinterland for seamless movement of freight. 

 

Venkatachalam-Obulavaripalli Electrified railway line 

It has nine railway stations along the route, 146 bridges, 60 road-under-bridges and two 

tunnels. It has no level crossings. It reduces distance by 72 km for trains coming from Guntakal 

division to Krishnapatnam and eases traffic density in the Obulavaripalli-Renigunta-Gudur 

section. It will facilitate operation of freight trains on Obulavaripalli-Venkatachalam-

Krishnapatnam Port route. It will also provide shortest path on Chennai-Howrah and Chennai-

Mumbai rail routes. It will ease congestion of both freight and passenger carrying trains in 

Vijayawada-Gudur-Renigunta-Guntakal sections. 

 

 

Peacock Parachute Spider: Rare tarantula sighted for first time 

 

Researchers have sighted critically endangered species of tarantula- Peacock Parachute Spider for 

first time beyond its known habitat in the Eastern Ghats. Its known habitat is in degraded forests 

near Nandyal in Andhra Pradesh. Recently, it was spotted in a cave in Pakkamalai Reserve Forests 

(in Eastern Ghats) near Gingee in Villupuram district of Tamil Nadu. 

 

About Peacock Parachute Spider 

It belongs to the genus Poecilotheria. It is commonly known as Peacock Parachute Spider or 

Gooty Tarantula. It is endemic to India. It was sighted for first time way back in 1899 by Reginald 

Innes Pocock on the basis of a single female specimen in Gooty. It is considered as biological 

pest controller. 

Threats: There is huge demand for tarantulas by collectors in the pet trade. There is an urgent 

need to protect them. 



 

Protection status: The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) categorised it as 

Critically Endangered. 

 

 

AP launches ‘Village Volunteers System’ on Independence Day 

 

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh YS Jagan Mohan Reddy launched his government’s flagship 

programme called ‘Village Volunteers System’ aimed at providing government services at 

doorsteps of people. The announcement in this regard was made during CM’s Independence Day 

address in Vijayawada. 

 

About Village Volunteers System 

The scheme would be officially launched on 2 October 2019, which also marks 150th birth 

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

It is aimed at providing governance services at doorsteps of people. Basic idea behind 

implementing scheme is to infuse confidence among people in government and to see that their 

basic needs are met at their door-steps. 

Village secretariats would be set up in each village to deliver governance to people in 72 hours. 

These Village secretariats would also be launched from 2 October by making volunteers a bridge 

between government and people of state. 

Volunteers: The scheme will involve more than 2.8 lakh volunteers. Under it, 1 volunteer will 

cover 50 families in each village. Identity cards will be given to each volunteer and they would get 

an allownace of Rs.5000 per month. 

Telephone No.: Toll-free telephone number 1902 would be set up at call centre in Chief Minister 

Office (CMO) to receive grievances of people. 

Volunteers will 1st identify beneficiaries, get to know their problems, and then describe and 

outline schemes being provided by government for them. 

Significance: The scheme will be able to reach poorest of poor and make all villages self-

sufficient. 



 

 

Andhra Pradesh passes Bill for 75% jobs to locals in factories 

 

Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly passed Andhra Pradesh Employment of Local Candidates in 

Industries and Factories Bill, 2019. The bill mandates reserved employment of at least 75% state 

candidates (locals) in all private industrial units and factories, irrespective of whether companies 

get financial or any other help from government. With this bill Andhra Pradesh became 1st state 

to reserve jobs for locals in respective units. 

 

Key Features of Bill 

The 75% reservation to local is provided in private jobs across all categories such as- factories, 

industrial units, joint ventures (JVs) as well as projects taken up under Public-Private Partnership 

(PPP) mode. 

Train Locals: If locals with necessary skills are not available, then companies must train them in 

association with state government and hire them. 

Time Period: Existing industries, factories, joint ventures and PPP projects will have to comply 

with these provisions within a period of 3 years from date of commencement of Act. Companies 

will have to provide quarterly reports about local appointments to a nodal agency. 

Exempted: Only those units that are listed in 1st schedule of Factories Act (mostly hazardous 

industries like petroleum, pharmaceuticals, coal, fertilisers and cement, among others) will be 

exempted from the new Act, after government approval. 

 

 

 

1st Solar section in South Central Railways comes up in Nandyal-Yerraguntla section in 

Guntakal division of Andhra 

 



 

On January 9, 2020 the Nandyal-Yerraguntla section in Guntakal Division of Andhra Pradesh 

has been declared as the first solar section in South Central Railway. In 2016 August Indian 

Railways opened Nandyal-Yerraguntla section in Kadapa district of Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Key Points: 

i. All the 8 stations in the Nandyal-Yerraguntla section namely Madduru, Banaganapalle, 

Koilakuntla, Sanjamala, Nossam, S.Uppalapadu, Jammalamadugu and Proddutur has been 

provided with solar panels which are capable of meeting all the power needs in these 

railway stations. 

ii. Total of 152 Solar panels were installed in these stations. The stations are equipped with 37 

KWP (Kilowatt Power) off Grid Rooftop Solar plants along with 250/125 KWP (Watt power) 

solar panels along with inverters and 12V 150 AH battery banks were installed. The total 

connected load on Solar Plants is on average 30 KWP. 

iii. 148 KWh (Kilowatt hour) energy units can be generated with an average of 8 sunny hours 

a day which results in energy generation of 54,020 units throughout the year. 

iv. Anticipated savings in terms of revenue is around Rs 5 lakh per annum and it also 

helps in reducing carbon footprint to the tune of 49 metric tonnes per annum. 

v. 16 stations have already been declared Green Railway stations across Indian Railways, 

which are meeting energy needs completely either through solar or wind power. 

vi. By 2021-22, Indian Railways has planned to source about 1000 Megawatt (MW) Solar Power 

and about 200 MW of wind power across Zonal Railways & Production Units. Out of which 500 

Megawatt (MW) solar plants are to be installed on the rooftop of Railway buildings. 

 

About Indian Railways: 

Founded- April 16, 1853 

Headquarters- New Delhi 

Ministry of Railway- Piyush 

Goyal 

Chairman of Railway Board- Vinod Kumar Yadav 



 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh Cabinet clears the Proposal for three capitals: Visakhapatnam, 

Amaravati, Kurnool  

 

On January 20, 2020 Andhra Pradesh (AP) Government has passed Andhra Pradesh 

Decentralization and Inclusive development of All Regions Bill-2020 for the tri-capital 

system. The bill proposes to 

Make Visakhapatnam as the executive capital, Amaravati as the legislative capital and 

Kurnool as the judicial capital of Andhra Pradesh. The aim behind this bill is decentralised 

administration that will result in socioeconomic progress at equal levels. Now the bill is 

presented before the legislative council. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. The bill also provides for dividing AP into various zones and for establishing zonal 

planning and development boards. 

ii. As part of the bill village and municipal ward secretariats system which has brought in 

October 2019 has got the statutory backing. 

iii. The state cabinet also decided to increase the ex-gratia paid to the farmers of Amaravati 

from Rs.2, 500 per month to Rs.5, 000 per month. 

iv. The cabinet also approved the proposal of establishing the Amaravati Metropolitan 

Development Authority (AMDA) in the place of AP Capital Regional Development 

Authority (APCRDA) by repealing the Capital Region Development Authority (CRDA) Act. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh: 

Chief Minister- Jagan Mohan 

Reddy Governor- Biswabhushan 

Harichandan Capital City- 



 

Amaravati 

State Tree- Neem tree 

State Flower- Water 

lilies State Animal- 

Blackbuck State 

Bird- Indian roller 

 

 

CM Jagan Mohan reddy inaugurates YSR Arogyasri scheme at Eluru, Andhra Pradesh 

 

On January 3, 2020, in a bid to provide free medical treatment to the poor, The Chief 

Minister (CM) of Andhra Pradesh (AP), Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy has 

inaugurated “YSR Arogyasri scheme” at Eluru in West Godavari district of AP. 

The scheme will be extended to each district of the state from the month April 2020. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. Eligibility & Treatment amount: The revamped healthcare scheme is aimed at providing free 

medical treatment to people having an annual income of up to Rs 5 lakh & those eligible 

people will also be given Arogyasri cards. For this, the state government will distribute 1.42 

crores cards with QR (Quick Response) codes across the state. Free treatment will be provided 

to the person whose treatment cost is more than Rs 1,000. 

ii. Coverage: The flagship scheme will cover 2,059 medical ailments, up from the previous 1059 

diseases. 

iii. Post-surgery care: Further, each & every eligible patient will be provided with a financial 

assistance of Rs 225 per day, with a maximum of Rs 5000 per month by Dr YSR Arogyasri 

Health Care Trust for post-surgery care. 

 iv. Pension: The eligible patient will also be provided with pension ranging from Rs 3,000 – 



 

Rs 10,000 based on the disease. 

v. ASHA Workers: Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA), a community health worker will 

also deploy for every 350 houses in the state. In addition to this, the salaries of sanitation 

employees in hospitals will also be increased to Rs 16,000 from Rs 8,000. 

vi. Ambulances: A total of 1056 ambulances will be purchased by the state by March 2020 

& 510 medicines with WHO (World Health Organization) standards will be made available 

in government hospitals by April 2020.  

 

About Andhra Pradesh (AP): 

 

Capital– Amaravati. 

Governor– Biswabhushan Harichandan. 

State animal– Blackbuck 

State bird– rose ringed parakeet. 

 

 

 

AP CM launches Rs 6,318 cr ‘Jagananna Amma Vodi’ scheme for indigent mothers 

 

On January 9, 2020 Andhra Pradesh (AP) Chief Minister (CM) Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan 

Reddy launched his government’s flagship programme ‘Jagananna Amma Vodi’ scheme in 

Chittoor, AP. The scheme is to support lakhs of poor and needy mothers to educate their 

children. 

 

Amma Vodi scheme: 

i. Rs.6318 crore has been released for the benefit of around 43 lakh mothers, under the 

scheme to educate their 82 lakh children around 70 kms in the state this year. 

ii. An annual financial assistance to the tune of Rs.15, 000 credited into the accounts of 



 

indigent mothers to educate their children. 

iii. The Jagananna Amma Vodi scheme is a first of its kind in the country to bring about 

historical changes in the education system of the state of Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Key Points: 

i. The Government(govt.) determined to revamp the infrastructure in the govt. educational 

institutions 

ii. As a part with an annual allocated budget of Rs.14,000 crore, it would take-up 

modernization works in 45,000 government schools, 471 junior colleges, 148 degree 

colleges and hostels in a phased manner. 

iii. An amount of Rs.360 crore are alloted for mid day meal scheme in government schools to 

enhance the quality of food with modification daily. 

iv. Chief Minister (CM) also declared free reimbursement to all 

SC,ST,BC,EBC,Kapu,differently abled,minority and economically poor students for pursuing 

degree,post graduation,polytechnic and engineering courses in the state. 

 

Static about Andhra Pradesh: 

Capital- Amaravati. 

Chief Minister- Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy 

Governor- Biswabhusan Harichandan. 

State Bird- Indian 

roller 

 State Animal 

Blackbuck 

State tree- Neem 

tree 

 

 



 

Andhra Pradesh cabinet approves proposal to abolish legislative council 

 

On January 27, 2020, The Andhra Pradesh (AP) cabinet chaired by the chief minister (CM) 

Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy has approved the abolition of the legislative council 

which the government feels is a major hurdle for passing crucial bills. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. This approval came after AP government failed to pass 2 important bills (Andhra Pradesh 

Decentralization and Inclusive development of All Regions Bill-2020 for the tri-capital 

system & and the AP Capital Region Development Authority (CRDA) Act (Repeal) Bill) in the 

upper house of the legislature. 

ii. The bills state the government’s plan of having 3 different capitals for the state- 

Legislative, Visakhapatnam as the executive capital, and Amaravati as the legislative capital 

and Kurnool as the judicial capital. 

 

About Legislative Council: 

 

The Legislative Council is the upper house in the state legislature. Similar to the Rajya 

Sabha, the council is a permanent house, which means that it cannot be dissolved. Only the 

state legislative assembly can be dissolved. AP’s Legislative Council has a total of 58 

members and opposite Chandrababu Naidu’s party has a majority with 28 members. 

The State Government of Assam was the 1st to abolish its state legislative council in 1947. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh: 

 

Capital– Amaravati 

Chief Minister– Jagan Mohan Reddy 



 

Governor– Biswabhushan Harichandan 

National Parks– Sri Venkateswara National Park, Rajiv Gandhi National Park, Papikonda National 

Park. 

State Tree– Neem tree 

State Flower– Water lilies 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh govt and Kfw inks a loan agreement for Rs.711 crore under ZBNF 

 

On January 8, 2020 Andhra Pradesh government signs a loan pact for Rs.711 crore with 

Kfw, Germany Development bank for expanding the climate-resilient Zero-Budget Natural 

Farming (ZBNF) in the state for the next five years. 

 

Key Points: 

 

i. To take up the insurance scheme Andhra Pradesh government will spend Rs 304 crore in 

addition to encourage 2.39 lakh farmers in 591 village panchayats. 

ii. ZBNF already covers about 1.28 lakh hectares in 3,011 villages of Andhra Pradesh and the 

financial assistance from German bank helps to cover about 2 lakh hectares in the addition. 

iii. The helpline number “1800 599 3366” was also launched for enquiries related to the 

insurance scheme. 

iv. The state government under takes ZBNF along with the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana 

(RKVY) and Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana’s (PKVY) of the Centre government and 

technical supported by Azim Premji Philanthropic Initiatives. 

 

About Zero-Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF): 

ZBNF is a method of Chemical-free agriculture practice which aims to bring down the cost of 

production to zero and doubles the farmer’s income. ZBNF was also highlighted in budget 



 

2019 for doubling farmer’s income by 2022  

 

About KfW: 

Founded- 1948 

Headquarters- Frankfurt, Germany 

 

About Andhra Pradesh: 

Chief Minister- Jagan Mohan Reddy 

Governor- Biswabhushan Harichandan 

Capital City- 

Amaravati State 

Tree- Neem tree 

State Flower- Water 

lilies  

State Animal-

Blackbuck 

 State Bird- Indian 

roller 

 

 

For the 1st time, Vizag (Andhra Pradesh) to host 14th Global healthcare summit in 2021 

 

On December 31, 2019, The American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin (AAPI), 

a professional association for Indian American physicians, is set to organize a 3-days 

long 14th Global Healthcare Summit (GHS) in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh (AP) from 

January 3, 2021 for the 1st time. 

 

Key Points: 



 

i. Around 500 doctors from the United States of America (USA), Australia, Britain and other 

countries expected to participate in the summit, which will focus on various communicable 

and non-communicable diseases, public health hazards, eradication of tuberculosis(TB), 

preventing maternal mortality, control of Hepatitis B etc. 

ii. Over the past few years, AAPI has been collaborating with several professional medical 

associations & made key role in addressing diabetes with the launch of Sevak programme 

and CPR-AED(Proper cardiopulmonary resuscitation-automated external defibrillator) 

training 

 

About American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin (AAPI): 

Founded– 1984 

Headquarters– Oak Brook, Illinois,US 

President– Sudhakar Jonnalagadda (for 2020-21) 

 

 

NITI Aayog’s Aspirational district ranking: Chandauli of UP tops in December 2019 

 

On January 29, 2020, NITI Aayog ( National Institution for Transforming India), a policy think 

tank of the Government of India (GoI), released the ranking of Aspirational Districts of the 

country for the month of December 2019. 

Top 3: Chandauli district of Uttar Pradesh (UP) has topped the list of aspiring districts in 

December 2019 with the score of 57.6. It was followed by Balangir district of Odisha in 2nd 

(53.9) and YSR district (formerly known as Kadapa District) of Andhra Pradesh in 3rd place 

(65.2). 

 

Key Points: 

i. The ranking is based on the progress made in 5 development areas in 112 aspirational 

districts across India in December 2019. The rankings focus on progress in Health and 



 

nutrition, education, agriculture and water resources, financial inclusion& skill development 

and Basic infrastructure. 

ii. The Aspirational District Program was launched in January 2018. Aspirational districts are 

ranked every month. This includes districts with relatively little progress in important 

social sectors. 

 

 

Assam tops in best budgetary practices followed by Odisha, AP & Manipur at bottom: TII survey 

 

On January 29, 2020, According to the survey 3rd edition “Transparency in Budgetary Process 

Report” conducted by Transparency International’s India (TII), Assam tops in the ranking of 

best practices followed by states in budget formulation with a score of 70. 

 

Key Points: 

i. Assam was followed by Odisha (2nd with the score of 66) & Andhra Pradesh (AP) (3rd with 

the score of 64).While Manipur ranked bottom with the score of 25. 

ii. This survey is based on four parameters which includes public disclosure, budgetary 

process, post budget fiscal management and efforts to make budget more transparent and 

citizen friendly. 

iii. The survey classified the states in various categories including opaque (0-45 score), low 

level of transparency (46- 60), medium level of transparency (61-75), transparent (76-90) 

and highly transparent (91-100). 

iv. The survey also recommends enhancing the budget transparency and accountability in 

state-wise. They include better use of information, communication & technology for 

transparent financial management, strengthening institutions involved in the budgetary 

process; formulate plans for citizen’s engagement in budgetary process among others. 

 

Top 3& Bottom 3 states in Budget Transparency: 



 

 

Ran

k 

State Name Scor

e 

1 Assam 70 

2 Odisha 66 

3 Andhra Pradesh 

(AP) 

64 

19 Punjab 29 

20 Meghalaya 28 

21 Manipur 25 

 

About Transparency International: 

Headquarter– Berlin, Germany 

Founded– 1993 

Managing Director– Patricia Moreira 

Chairman of Transparency International India (TII) – S.R. Wadhwa 

 

India successfully test-fired nuclear capable SLBM K-4 of 3,500 km range in Visakhapatnam 

coast in Andhra Pradesh 

On January 19, 2020 India successfully test-fired the nuclear capable Submarine Launched 

Ballistic Missile (SLBM) K- 4 at the Visakhapatnam coast in Andhra Pradesh. The range of K-4 

ballistic missile is 3,500 Kilometer. The missile was developed by the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO). The test was carried out from an underwater platform in 

the sea. 

 

Key Points: 

i. By this test, India moved a step towards the induction of ballistic missile on the INS (Indian 



 

Naval Ship) Arihant class nuclear submarines. 

ii. The three-meter-long ballistic missile carries a nuclear warhead of over one tonne with a 

circular error probability of 40 meters or less, which makes it ideal to strike targets from 

stand-off ranges. 

iii. India is the fourth country after the United States (US), Russia, and China to launches 

SLBM of 3,500 kilometer range. 

 iv. Apart from K-4, BO-5 is the other underwater missile with a strike range of 700 

kilometers which is being developed by India. 

 

About DRDO: 

Founded- 1958; Headquarter– New Delhi 

Chairman- Dr G Satheesh Reddy 

About Andhra Pradesh: 

Chief Minister- Jagan Mohan 

Reddy Governor- Biswabhushan 

Harichandan Capital City- 

Amaravati 

State Tree- Neem 

tree State Flower- 

Water lilies  

State Animal-

Blackbuck  

State Bird- Indian 

roller 

 

Visakhapatnam to host naval exercise ‘MILAN’ in March 2020 

The Vishakapatnam city of Andhra Pradesh will host International naval exercise ‘MILAN’ in 

March 2020. The theme of the exercise for the year 2020 is ‘Synergy across the Seas’. Milan 

exercise which will be hosted by Eastern Naval Command (ENC) aims to enhance professional 



 

interaction between foreign navies and also make use of the best practices in the maritime 

domain. 

Key Points: 

I.41 navies of different countries were invited so far, of which 30 navies have confirmed their 

participation in MILAN 2020. 

Ii.Visakhapatnam previously hosted International Fleet Review (IFR) in February 2016. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh: 

Capital- Amaravati (de facto). 

Governor- Biswabhusan 

Harichandan. Largest city- 

Visakhapatnam. 

Dams- Nagarjuna sagar dam, Srisailam Dam. 

National Parks (NP) - Papikonda NP, Sri Venkateswara NP. 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh flagged off India’s first ‘fruit train’ with bananas 

On January 31, 2020 India’s first of its kind fruit train was launched from Tadipatri Railway 

Station in Anantapur district & from Kadapa district of Andhra Pradesh. This is the first time an 

entire train carrying a load of 980 metric tonnes of locally grown bananas which has been sent 

to the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNP) in Mumbai, Maharashtra.Those bananas will be 

exported to Iran. 

 

Key Points: 

i. The bananas will be exported under the brand name ‘Happy Bananas’. Guntakal Railway 

division (is one of the four divisions of South Coast Railway zone of the Indian Railways) has 

loaded bananas for export to West Asian countries from Tadipatri at very first time. 

ii. Farmers from Putlur region in Anantapur and Pulivendula in Kadapa district of AP will 



 

be exporting ‘Green Cavendish’ bananas to international markets. 

iii. The dispatch of first shipment was done by Agricultural and Processed Food Products 

Export Development Authority (APEDA), along with AP govt and one of the largest 

member exporters of banana. 

iv. The train was formally flagged off by Container Corporation of India Ltd. (CONCOR) Chief 

General Manager (CGM) 

D. Satyanarayana, A.P Horticulture Commissioner Chiranjiv Chaudhary; Desai Fruits Venture 

Founder Ajit Desai and Guntakal Divisional Railway Manager Alok Tiwari in presence of 

Agriculture Minister Kurasala Kannababu. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh (AP): 

State Animal- Blackbuck. 

State Bird- Roller, Rose-ringed parakeet. 

State Tree- Neem. 

State Flower- Jasmine. 

Rivers- Godavari River, Krishna River, Penna River, Gundlakamma River etc 

 

 

YSR Pension Kanuka doorstep pension scheme launched in AP; pensioner age reduced to 60 

from 65  

 

On February 01, 2020 the govt. of Andhra Pradesh (AP) has launched a doorstep pension 

delivery scheme named ‘YSR Pension Kanuka’. Under the scheme various welfare pensions will 

be delivered to the old age pensioners. The old age pensioner’s age has also been reduced 

from 65 to 60 years. 

 

Key Points: 

i. Pensions: The disabled pensions (DP) will be Rs. 3000 per month whereas the pension 



 

amount for CKDU (Chronic kidney disease of unknown)/dialysis pensions will be Rs. 5,000-

Rs. 10,000 per month. 

ii. Pension delivery: The beneficiaries will be delivered with the pension services through 

volunteers equipped with smartphones. 

iii. The number of beneficiaries will increase to 54.64 lakh by 2020 after the reduction of the 

age limit for pensioners. It is also to be noted that out of Rs. 15, 675.20 crores earmarked by 

govt for the programme, Rs.1320.14 crore has already been released. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh (AP): 

Governor- Biswabhushan 

Harichandan. 

Chief minister- Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy. 

National Parks (NP) - Papikondalu NP, Sri Venkateswara NP 

 

 

CM Jagan mohan reddy inaugurates AP’s 1st Disha police station in Rajamahendravaram 

 

On February 8, 2020, The Chief Minister (CM) of Andhra Pradesh (AP) Yeduguri Sandinti (YS) 

Jaganmohan Reddy has launched the 1st Disha Police Station in the State at 

Rajamahendravaram in East Godavari district with the aim to provide speedy justice to female 

victims of sexual assaults and other heinous crimes under the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. The CM also launched an app for women in distress to 

get immediate response from the police. 

 

Key Points: 

i. The new police station will deploy counsellor, mobile kits to gather medical and scientific 

evidence, and care takers to help the victims who come to the station. 

ii. The AP state government has also decided to set up 18 exclusive Disha police stations – 



 

one each in 13 district headquarters and the other 5 in Police Commissionerate limits. 

iii. Background: Earlier in December 2019, AP government has approved the A.P. Disha Bill, 

2019 that makes it mandatory to settle cases of atrocities against women in 21 days and 

punishment including a death penalty for the offences of rape and gang-rape. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh: 

Capital– Amaravati 

Governor– Biswabhusan Harichandan 

Folk dances– Kuchipudi, Vilasini Natyam, Bhamakalpam, and Veeranatyam. 

National Park– Sri Venkateswara National Park ,Rajiv Gandhi National Park,Papikonda National 

Park. 

 

 

AP govt inks MoU with 11 agri institutions to help farmers 

 

On February 10, 2020 Andhra Pradesh (AP) Government (govt.) signed MoU (Memorandum of 

Understandings) with 11 agricultural institutions in the country to establish revolutionary 

changes in the agriculture sector through technology & sustainable increase in farmers’ 

income using organic and natural farming processes. 

 

Key Points: 

i. MoU: Chief Minister (CM) Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy supervised the exchange of 

MoUs in Amaravati, AP, between the state Agriculture Department and institutions, the Indian 

Council Agricultural Research (ICAR), National Institute of Plant Health Management, M S 

Swaminathan Research Foundation, Central Fertiliser Quality & Training Institute, National 

Seed Research & Training Institute. 

ii. CM also announced 11,158 Rythu Bharosa Kendras will be set up across the state by June 

2020, which will be administered by agriculture, horticulture, veterinary and aquaculture 

assistants to guide farmers in best practices. iii. Quality seed, fertiliser and pesticides 



 

guaranteed by state government will be made available at these centers. iv. Agriculture 

Minister K Kanna Babu, Animal Husbandry Minister Mopidevi Venkata Ramana, Civil Supplies 

Minister K S V Rao, Agriculture Special Chief Secretary Poonam Malakondaiah were present on 

the occasion. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh (AP): 

Capital- Amaravati. 

Chief Minister (CM)- Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy. 

Governor- Biswabhusan Harichandan. 

 

AP CM Jagan Mohan Reddy launched Nadu-Nedu scheme for modernising hospitals 

 

On February 18, 2020 Andhra Pradesh (AP) Chief Minister (CM) Yedugiri Sandinti 

JaganMohan Reddy launched the Nadu-Nedu scheme (roughly meaning then and now in 

Telugu) at STBC ground, Kurnool, AP. An amount of Rs 15,337 crore has been allocated 

to modernise all government (govt) hospitals in 3 years. 

 

Key Points: 

i. The Government hospitals will be constructed or modernized with the highest Indian 

standard- Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS). 

ii. The scheme is developed based upon 3 phases 

iii. Phase 1: The govt has allocated Rs. 1,129 crore for the 1st phase. 

iv. Phase 2: The govt has allocated Rs 1,212 crores & Rs 700 crores to Area Hospitals. 

v. Phase 3: In third phase sum of Rs 12,300 crore have been allocated for constructing new 

hospitals with increased number of doctors & nurses in the state due to lack of experienced 

doctors. 

 

Phases of YSR Kanti Velugu for Eye Vision: 



 

In the 1st phase of YSR Kanti Velugu, 66 lakh school children got free eye check-up by 60,000 

staff. 

In the 2nd phase, 500 experts identified 4,36,000 lakh children identified for further treatment 

or spectacles. 

CM also launched third phase of YSR Kanti Velugu at a cost of Rs 560 crore under which 

56,88,420 elderly would get free eye screening across the state. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh (AP): 

Capital- Amaravati. 

Governor- Biswabhusan Harichandan. 

 

 

AP CM Jagan Mohan launches ‘Jagananna Vasthi Deevena’ scheme for Students 

 

On February 24, 2020, Andhra Pradesh (AP) Chief Minister (CM) Yeduguri Sandinti 

Jaganmohan Reddy has launched an educational scheme called ‘Jagananna Vasthi Deevena 

(JVD)’ in Vizianagaram district. Under the scheme, a financial assistance of Rs 2,300 crore 

will be provided to the students pursuing ITI, polytechnic, under- graduate and post-

graduate education courses to handle hostel and mess expenditure. 

 

Key Points: 

i. This scheme will benefit 11,87,904 students,where the ITI (Industrial Training Institute) 

students would get Rs 10,000 each, polytechnic students would get Rs 15,000 and under-

graduates (UG) and post-graduates (PG) Rs 20,000 each in 2 instalments, in February and July 

every year. Funds will be added to the account of the beneficiary students’ mothers. 

ii. Beneficiary students’ will be provided with a unique bar-coded smart card, which contains 

complete details of the student to get the complete benefits. 

iii. The scheme aims to improve the gross enrolment ratio in higher education (post-

Intermediate), which was only 23% in AP now. 



 

 

About Andhra Pradesh: 

Capital City– Amaravati 

Governor– Biswabhushan Harichandan 

State Tree- Neem 

tree State Flower- 

Water lilies  

State Animal-

Blackbuck 

 

 

AP Govt made history with ‘Intivadhakey Pension’ scheme by covering 94 % within few days 

 

On February 05, 2020, The Andhra Pradesh (AP) state Government led by its Chief 

Minister(CM) Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy,has created a record with its ‘Intivadhakey 

Pension’ (Pension to your Doorstep) Scheme by covering 94 % of about 60 lakh pensioners at 

their doorstep within a few days. The scheme was launched in 13 districts on February 1; 

2020.AP is the 1st state in India to take up such an initiative of Door delivery of pension 

service. 

 

Key Points: 

i. The AP government pays a monthly pension of Rs 2,250 to the elderly, widows, weavers, 

toddy tappers, fishermen, single women and traditional cobblers and others, Rs 3,000 for 

disabled and Rs 5,000 to Rs.10,000 for CKDU(Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) of uncertain 

origin ) /Dialysis patients. 

ii. Almost 4 lakh volunteers were equipped with biometric information of the about 50, 50,394 

eligible pensioners, and the amount was transferred to their bank accounts on a single day. 

iii. The state has released Rs 1,320 crore for the month of February for this programme. 



 

 

 

1 in 3 payments for maternity benefit scheme ‘PMMVY’ credited to wrong account: NITI 

Aayog report 

 

On February 23, 2020, According to “Transforming Nutrition in India: Poshan Abhiyan”, a 

2nd progress report on Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment 

(POSHAN) Abhiyaan (Nutrition Mission) until September 2019, released by the NITI (National 

Institution for Transforming India) Aayog, worryingly 1 in 3 of Aadhaar-based payments for 

Centre’s maternity benefit scheme/ Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) was 

credited to a wrong bank account. As per the report, 28% of 31.29 lakh of all Aadhaar-based 

payments are going to different bank accounts than what had been provided by the 

beneficiaries. 

 

Key Points: 

i. As per the data gathered until March 31, 2019, the report notes that 66% of the direct 

benefit transfers for the PMMVY were based on Aadhaar. 

ii. According to a telephone survey of 5,525 beneficiaries, undertaken by the Ministry of 

Women and Child Development (WCD), showed that just 60% of beneficiaries under the 

scheme were aware of the receipt of the benefits and the bank accounts to which the 

money was remitted. 

iii. Background: There have been records of long term delays with some beneficiaries 

having to wait for 2 years period to get the benefit. They also face problems in filling up 

the 32-page application form and providing nine identity documents. 

iv. Ranking of the states: 

The report also ranked states & Union Territories to measure their readiness to execute the 

programme across 4 themes: governance and institutional mechanism; strategy and planning; 

service delivery and capacities; and programme activities and intervention coverage. The 

States were classified into large and small categories for a better comparison.Among the 19 



 

large States, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh scored the top 3 ranks with 

the scheme implementation score of over 70%. While, Among the 8 small States, Mizoram and 

Sikkim scored above 75%. Similarly, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Chandigarh, and Daman and Diu 

scored above 75% & got top 3 spot among 7 Union Territories list. 

Top 3 states in the ranking 

Ran

k 

Large States 

(19) 

Small States 

(8) 

Union Territories (7) 

1 Andhra 

Pradesh 

Mizoram Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

2 Chhattisgarh Sikkim Chandigarh 

3 Madhya 

Pradesh 

Nagaland Daman and Diu 

Bottom 3 states in the ranking 

 Karnataka- 

17th 

Tripura-6th Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands-5th 

 
Assam-18th Manipur-7th Delhi-6th 

 
Kerala -19th Goa-8th Lakshadweep-7th 

v. Way forward: The report stressed to simplify the documentation and operational rules to 

avoid delays in money transfer & also proposed to rationalize the mandatory waiting period 

of 180 days before the second installment is released as well as the compulsory birth 

certificate for the release of the 3rd installment. 

 

About PMMVY: 

It is a maternity benefit programme being implemented in all districts of the country with 

effect from 1st January, 2017.Under this, pregnant women and lactating mothers get ₹5,000 

for their 1st child in 3 instalments (of Rs1,000, Rs2,000 and Rs2,000) on fulfilling some 

conditions including early registration of pregnancy, Ante-natal check-up, and Registration 



 

of the birth of the child and completion of first cycle of vaccination for the first living child 

of the family.The amount is meant to compensate women for the loss of wages and is aimed 

at ensuring a healthy nutritional development of the newborn baby. 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh ranked 1st in the country for overall implementation of POSHAN Abhiyaan 

 

On March 9, 2020 Andhra Pradesh (AP) ranked 1st in the country for overall implementation 

of POSHAN( Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment) Abhiyaan as per 

September 2019 progress report of NITI Aayog, “Transforming Nutrition in India: POSHAN 

Abhiyaan”.The 2nd anniversary of POSHAN Abhiyaan is recognized by celebrating Poshan 

Pakhwada from 8th-22nd March 2020. 

 

Overall Implementation Status of POSHAN Abhiyaan 

 

It is classified under 3 categories & the following is named according to the position. 

 

Top Position 

Ran

k 

Large State Small 

State 

UT 

1 Andhra 

Pradesh 

Mizoram Dadra & Nagar 

Haveli 

2 Chhattisgarh Sikkim Chandigarh 

3 Madhya 

Pradesh 

Nagalan

d 

Daman & Diu 

 

Bottom Position 



 

Large State Small 

State 

UT 

Karnataka(1

7) 

Tripura 

(6) 

Andaman & 

Nicobar (5) 

Assam (18) Manipur 

(7) 

Delhi (6) 

Kerala (19) Goa (8) Lakshadweep (7) 

i. Large State (19)-AP, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Rajasthan ,Bihar ,Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, 

Telangana, Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Assam, Kerala. 

ii. Small State (8) - Mizoram, Sikkim, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Manipur, 

Goa. 

iii. Union Territory(7)- Dadra & Nagar Haveli,Chandigarh, Daman & Diu,Puducherry, 

Andaman & Nicobar, Delhi, Lakshadweep. 

 

Highlights of AP 

As part of the programme it also trained all Angan Wadi Workers on modules created 

based on lifecycle approach where 1st 1000 days of life, with the support of incremental 

learning Approach (ILA)& has given 55,607smartphones to them, to improve delivery 

service & to report day to day actions, as well as to council the target. 

 

Poshan Pakhwada 2020 

The focus area of Poshan Pakhwada 2020 is ‘Men for Nutrition – Increasing Male Engagement 

in POSHAN Abhiyaan to Improve Nutritional Indicators‘.It aims to reduce malnutrition from 

the country in a phased manner through the life cycle concept, by adopting a synergized & 

result-oriented approach. 

 

Tamil Nadu tops in Poshan Abhiyaan’s participants list 



 

Tamil Nadu tops the list of the states in terms of the number of participants in the programme. 

 

POSHAN Abhiyaan 

It was launched by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the occasion of the International 

Women’s Day on 8 March, 2018 Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan. It is India’s flagship programme to 

direct the attention of the country towards the problem of malnutrition & address it in a 

mission-mode. It is earlier called as National Nutrition Mission (NNM), since 18th December, 

2017. 

NITI (National Institution for Transforming India) Aayog has played a critical role in shaping 

the POSHAN Abhiyaan & it is required to submit implementation status reports of POSHAN 

Abhiyaan every 6 months to the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO). 

 

The goals of POSHAN Abhiyaan 

To achieve improvement in the nutritional status of Children from 0-6 years, Adolescent 

Girls, Pregnant Women & Lactating Mothers in a time bound manner with fixed targets & 

aims to bring down stunting of children in the age group of 0-6 years from 38.4% to 25% 

by the year 2022. 

 

Strategy/Pillars for implementation of the mission are: 

Inter-sectoral convergence for better service delivery 

Use of Information & Communication Technology (ICT) for real time growth monitoring & to 

track women & children Intensified health & nutrition services for first 1000 days Jan Andolan 

About AP 

Capital- Amaravati 

Chief Minister– YS Jagan Mohan Reddy 

Governor– Biswa Bhusan Harichandan 

 

 



 

Andhra Pradesh CM Lauched NIGHA app to control electoral malpractices 

 

On March 8, 2020 Andhra Pradesh (AP) Chief Minister (CM) Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan 

Reddy launched 

The NIGHA application at Tadepalli, Andhra Pradesh. The app is aimed at curbing the use of 

money and alcohol in the upcoming local body elections & launched in addition to the 

measures taken by State Election Commission & Police department in order to control the 

electoral malpractices.The app was developed by Department of Panchayat Raj. 

 

 Key Points: 

i.About NIGHA App: Citizens can download the NIGHA app on their smartphones and it 

allows the people to upload photos and videos of distribution of money, alcohol or any other 

activity that violates MCC (Model Code of Conduct). ii.The complaint registered through the 

app will be routed automatically to Central Control Room (CCR) & information will be shared 

with the officials concerned, actions will be taken. 

iii. The State government had earlier brought an ordinance to make amendments to the AP 

Panchayat Raj Act to take strict actions against flow of money and liquor in elections. 

iv. Irrespective of the party affiliation, if the candidate violates the MCC will be 

imprisoned to (2- 3 years) and disqualification in the election. 

v. PV Ramesh, Special Secretary to AP CM, Gopal Krishna Dwivedi, Panchayat Raj 

Principal Secretary and Commissioner Girija Shankar were present during the 

occasion. 

 

Other Events: 

Dr A Mallikarjuna, Dr YSR Aarogyasri Healthcare Trust Chief Executive Officer (CEO), 

announced that the State Government (govt) cleared dues of Rs 144.22 crore to 750 

network hospitals under the Dr YSR Aarogyasri scheme. The State govt clears Rs 361 crore 

on February 5, 2020 and Rs 144.22 crores on March 6, 2020 to the network of hospitals. 

 



 

About Andhra Pradesh (AP): 

Capital- Amaravati. 

Governor- Biswabhusan Harichandan. 

State Dance- Kuchipudi. 

State Tree- Neem Tree 

 

LPG scheme PM Ujjwala Yojana closed; only 3 States & 5 UTs become kerosene-free 

In accordance with the report of the Parliamentary Committee on Petroleum headed by BJP 

(Bharatiya Janata Party) member Ramesh Bidhuri, only three States and five Union Territories 

have become kerosene-free even though in September 2019 the government has met the 

target of 8 crore LPG (Liquefied petroleum gas) connections under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 

Yojana (PMUY). 

The kerosene-free states are Haryana, Punjab and Andhra Pradesh and Union Territories (UTs) 

are Delhi, Chandigarh, Daman & Diu, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Andaman & Nicobar Island and 

Puducherry. 

The report points the gap between the continuing use of kerosene and the claim of 97% LPG 

coverage nationwide. 

 

View Points of Petroleum Ministry: Target achieved in Sept, 2019, PMUY closed 

 

-As of September 7, 2019, the govt has met the target of 96.9% coverage nationwide, except in 

Jammu and Kashmir. 

-The allocation for the scheme has been declined by 58% from ₹2,724 crore during 2019-20 

to ₹1,118 crore during 2020-21. The scheme has been closed and the present funds are 

meant to meet the arrears in the reimbursement of expenditure. 

 

 

View Points of Petroleum committee; general category poor households still uses kerosene 



 

 

-Large segments of people in various States still depended on kerosene for cooking and 

household lighting specially the poor households in the general category in urban and 

semi-urban localities. 

-The committee recommends that the scheme has to be extended to poor households in 

urban and semi-urban slum areas, and achieve a higher LPG coverage of the population by 

providing connections to households that do not have LPG. 

 

About PMUY: 

Launched in 2016, the scheme aims to provide LPG connections to 5 crore women belonging 

to Below Poverty Line (BPL) families over a period of 3 years starting from FY 2016-17. Its 

objective is to safeguard the health of women & children by providing them with a clean 

cooking fuel i.e. LPG. 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh to purchase ‘Portable Multi-feed Oxygen Manifold’ 

On April 1, 2020 the Andhra Pradesh (AP) government has proposed to buy a novel 

contraption, ‘Portable Multi-feed Oxygen Manifold (MOM)’ to address the need for oxygen 

supply to coronavirus patients. It is developed by Personnel of the Naval Dockyard 

Visakhapatnam (NDV). 

 

Key Points: 

i. It is designed using a 6-way radial header fitted to a single cylinder to deliver oxygen to 6 

patients simultaneously and enables critical care management for a large number of Covid-

19 patients with limited resources. At first, the Navy offered few MOMs to AP at free-of-cost. 

ii. The preliminary trials were conducted at MI Room at NDV, followed by rapid trials at 

the Naval Hospital INHS Kalyani, where it was successfully installed within 30 minutes 

iii. After successful trials, NDV began the production of 10 portable MOMs with two 6-way 



 

radial headers capable of meeting 120 patients at a makeshift location. 

iv. The centre is also interested in MOM & also has conducted enquiries with NDV officials for its 

production & use. 

 

About AP: 

Capital– Visakhapatnam- executive capital, Kurnool- judicial capital, Amaravati- legislative 

capital 

Chief Minister– Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 

Governor– Biswa Bhusan Harichandan 

 

25 lakh poor in AP to get house sites under Navaratnalu- Pedalandariki Illu programme 

On April 1, 2020 The Andhra Pradesh (AP) Government has issued a modified set of 

guidelines for the distribution of 25 lakh house sites to urban and rural poor under the 

Navaratnalu- Pedalandariki Illu (Houses for All Poor) programme 

Apart from getting necessary approvals under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), It 

has been working with Housing And Urban Development Corporation (HUDCO) and 

other organizations to secure loans. 

 

Highlights: 

i. The beneficiaries with white ration cards will be allotted house sites at a concessional rate 

of Rs 1 & a sum of Rs 20 will be charged (Rs. 10 for stamp paper and Rs. 10 for lamination). 

ii. The beneficiaries were noted that the site should only be used for constructing houses & 

the title deeds will be in the form of conveyance deeds which contain security features like 

photographs, thumb impressions, signatures of parties along with their details in addition 

to watermarks and emblems etc. on the stamp papers. 

iii. The sale of vacant home sites is prohibited, but the beneficiaries after the construction of 

houses and occupying them for at least 5 years can transfer if there is any need to meet the 

conditions laid down by the banks and financial institutions. 



 

iv. AP has postponed the distribution of sites to April 14, 2020 due to COVID-19, earlier it was 

scheduled on March 25, 2020 (Ugadi). 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh CM Jagan Mohan Reddy launches ‘YSR Nirman’ online platform 

 

Andhra Pradesh (AP) Chief Minister (CM) Jagan Mohan Reddy launches ‘YSR Nirman’ an online 

platform on April 6 to help various departments of the State to procure cement from 

suppliers for government works such as Polavaram irrigation project, housing and roads & 

also display availability of cement demand and supply on a real- time basis. 

 

Key Points: 

i. The Government departments, district collectors, AP Cement Manufacturers 

Association (APCMA) and other suppliers will be given access to the portal with user IDs 

and Passwords, the District Collector will forward the consolidated demand to APCMA 

and it will then allocate the suppliers based on the quantity of cement. 

ii. It connects various stakeholders such as Cement Manufacturers Association, 

manufacturing companies and government departments. 

iii. This portal will help reduce the waiting time of buyers & will also complete the project on 

time without any delay & increases the accountability & transparency in the process. 

iv. The State held a meeting with the cement manufacturers in February & decided that all the 

government departments should procure cement at Rs 225 for Portland Pozzolana Cement 

(PPC) & Rs 235 for Ordinary Portland Cement (OPC) a bag including Goods and Service Tax 

(GST). 

v. All those supplies will be made in red bags by the cement companies, to distinguish it from 

private supplies and also to prevent misuse. 

 

About AP: 



 

Governor– Biswa Bhusan Harichandan 

State Animal– Blackbuck 

State Bird– Rose-ringed Parakeet 

State tree– Neem 

 

 

Jagan Mohan Reddy re-launches zero interest loan scheme for Women SHGs 

 

On April 24, 2020 Andhra Pradesh (AP) Chief Minister (CM) Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy re-

launched zero interest loan schemes for Women Self-Help Groups (SHGs) by releasing a sum 

of Rs 1,400 crores to 8.78 lakh SHGs (to benefit about 91 lakh members) for the welfare of 

women. 

 

Key Points: 

i. Each SHG will receive a sum ranging from Rs 20,000 to Rs 40,000 towards the interest 

component on their loans. 

ii. Currently SHG are securing loans from banks at an interest rate of 7 to 13%. 

iii. The State will also distribute house-sites to over 27 lakh women on July 8 as the 

programme got postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

About the scheme 

The zero interest scheme was first launched by Former Chief Minister N Kiran Kumar Reddy 

in the united Andhra Pradesh in 2011, under which the state government borne the interest 

burden on loans extended to the women SHGs. But, after the state bifurcation, the 

Chandrababu Naidu-led government stalled the scheme in 2016-17. 

Former CM YS Rajasekhara Reddy introduced the ‘Pavala Vaddi’ (interest at 25 paise) scheme 

when the interest on SHG loans was about Rs 1, & later the scheme was modified to offer 

interest-free loans. 



 

 

Other initiative for women SHG 

CM has created a major employment opportunity to women SHG who are familiar with tailoring, 

by ordering masks of 3.5 masks per head, by this project over 40,000 women have been 

working & are earning about Rs 500 a day. 

 

About AP: 

Governor– Biswabhushan Harichandan 

State Dance– Kuchipudi 

State Tree– Neem 

 

AP launched ‘Covid Pharma’, a mobile application to trace people buying medicines for fever, 

cold 

On April 25, 2020, The Medical and Health Department of Andhra Pradesh (AP) has 

launched ‘Covid Pharma’, a mobile application(app) to keep a track of people buying 

medicines over-the-counter (OTC) for cough, cold and fever from medical stores across 

the state. 



 

 

Gist about the app 

i. The pharmacies in the State is expected to download the app and register the details of 

persons, including their mobile number, making OTC purchases of medicines for common 

ailments & even those who buy medicines with a prescription and share with the health 

department for better monitoring 

ii. Purpose– To monitor patients who experience any increase in cold & fever, which helps to 

trace easily the persons with any symptoms of coronavirus and works as an additional 

precautionary measure for regular sample testing simultaneously 

 

Key Points: 

According to Andhra Pradesh Pharmacy Council data, there are 68,000 registered 

pharmacists in the State. AP now tops the number of sample tests conducted per 

million population in the country. 

It has recruited 1,174 doctors on a temporary basis for a year to meet the emergency 

requirements in view of the prevailing coronavirus pandemic, where most of these doctors 

will be posted in the COVID-19 hotbed districts like Kurnool, Guntur, Krishna and Chittoor. 

 

AP launches ‘COVID-19 AP’ 

i. The Department of Health, Medical and Family Welfare have launched ‘COVID-19 AP’ 

mobile application on the android platform through which one can request the authorities 

for COVID test. 

ii. Users can access the app by registering with a phone number & before requesting a 

test, they need to provide information about symptoms, comorbid diseases and their 

location and village/ward secretariat number. iii.They can get contact numbers of their 

local Asha workers, consult doctors online, go through the list of COVID hospitals, 

quarantine centres, test centres and also register as a volunteer. 

 



 

About AP: 

State Tree– Neem 

tree State Flower– 

Water lilies State 

Animal– Blackbuck 

 

Andhra govt launches fee reimbursement scheme for students namely Jagananna Vidya 

Deevena 

Andhra Pradesh (AP) Chief Minister (CM) Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy launched a 

scheme Jagananna Vidya Deevena with an outlay of Rs 4,000 crore to provide full fees 

reimbursement to about 14 lakh college students, including those in professional courses. 

In this regard, the AP govt also released pending due of Rs 1,880 crore during the 

previous Telugu Desam Party (TDP) government. The amount has been directly credited 

into the accounts of the students’ mothers. 

The CM also launched a helpline number, 1902, for parents of the students to lodge a 

complaint if the college management does not provide quality education or better 

facilities to their children. 

 

Objective of the scheme 

-Providing help to the financially weak students who want to study but unable to do so because 

of lack of finance. 

-Promote Higher education in the state and encourage the youngsters for further education. 

 

Jagananna Vasathi Deevana (JVD) 

Apart from the above scheme, another scheme, Jagananna Vasathi Deevana, was also 

launched which will take care of hostel and mess charges, students who are pursuing their 

higher education 

 



 

About AP 

Capital– Amaravati 

State Flower– Water lilies, State Bird– Indian roller, State Animal– Black buck 

State Tree– Neem 

 

Former Andhra Bank chief Suresh N Patel takes charge as vigilance commissioner 

On April 29, 2020 Former Andhra Bank chief Suresh N Patel(62) takes charge as vigilance 

commissioner in the anti-corruption watchdog Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) & his 

oath of office is administered by newly- appointed Central Vigilance Commissioner Sanjay 

Kothari. 

 

Key Points 

i. He will have tenure of over two years, till late December 2022. 

ii. The post of the vigilance commissioner has been lying vacant since June 2019 after TM 

Bhasin completed his tenure. 

iii. Currently, Sharad Kumar is working as the other vigilance commissioner. 

 

Gist about Suresh 

His name to the post was recommended by a high-powered committee headed by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in February 2020. 

Was a member of the advisory board for banking and financial frauds of the Central 

Vigilance Commission (CVC) & resigned after his selection as the vigilance commissioner. 

Appointed as the managing director and chief executive officer of Andhra Bank in 

November 2015 till his superannuation on December 31, 2017. 

Has more than 3 decades of banking experience & has worked as the executive director in 

Oriental Bank of Commerce before taking over as the chief of Andhra Bank. 

 

About CVC: 



 

The Central Vigilance Commission was set up by the Government in February,1964 on the 

recommendations of the Committee on Prevention of Corruption, headed by Shri K. 

Santhanam, as an apex body to advise and guide Central Government agencies in the field 

of vigilance. 

 

CVC Act 2003 

In 1998 the Government introduced the CVC Bill in the Lok Sabha in order to replace the 

Ordinance of 1988, but was not successful & so was re-introduced in 1999 and remained 

with the Parliament till September 2003 & came into effect after duly passed in both the 

Houses of Parliament and with the President’s approval. 

 

Important Features of the Act 

i. The Commission should consist of a Central Vigilance Commissioner (Chairperson) and 

not more than 2 Vigilance Commissioners (members). 

ii. The Central Vigilance Commissioner and the Vigilance Commissioners are to be 

appointed by the President on recommendation of a Committee consisting of the Prime 

Minister (Chairperson), the Minister of Home Affairs (Member) and the Leader of the 

Opposition in the House of the People (Member). 

iii. The term of office of the Central Vigilance Commissioner and the Vigilance Commissioners 

will be 4 years from the date on which they enter their office or till they attain the age of 65 

years, whichever is earlier. 

Headquarters of CVC– New Delhi, India 

 

 

Five more States/UTs integrated with ‘One Nation One Ration Card’ platform, taking the total to 

17 

On May 1, 2020, Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Shri RamVilas 

Paswan approved the integration of 5 more States and Union Territories under “One 



 

Nation One Ration Card” plan with the already 12 existing states taking a total number of 

states/UTs to 17. 

The newly approved states/UTs under this plan are Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Himachal 

Pradesh and Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu. 

Already this plan has been initiated in 12 states viz. Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, 

Haryana, Jharkhand, Kerala, Karnataka Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, 

Telangana and Tripura. 

All 17 States/UTs are instructed to formally commence seamless inter-State/national 

portability operations in a single cluster w.e.f. May 1, 2020 or at the earliest, depending 

upon their on-field readiness. 

 

Benefit of One Nation One Ration Card: 

With this, the facility of national/inter-State portability will be available for nearly 60 Crore 

beneficiaries of 17 States/UT under National Food Security Act (NFSA) and they may lift their 

entitled quota of food grains from any Fair Price Shop (FPS) anywhere in these 17 States/UT 

by using their same/existing ration card. 

 

Reason behind the move: 

This decision to integrate 5 more states has been taken as per the Supreme Court direction to 

the Centre for taking the appropriate decision regarding the implementation of “one nation-

one ration card” under the lockdown scenario, as there have been reports of problems faced 

by migrant workers in getting subsidised food grains. 

 

About one nation, one ration card: 

The scheme announced in June 2019 allows portability of food security benefits across the 

country from 1st June 2020. This means poor migrant workers or the beneficiaries who are 

taking food grains under the Public Distribution System (PDS) will be able to buy subsidized 

rice and wheat from any ration shop in the country. Simply, it is inter- state portability of 



 

ration cards.The rest of the country will be included in the portability scheme by June this 

year. 

This will benefit 600 million beneficiaries out of 810 million covered under the Food Security 

Act, 2013. 

 

 

200 new mandis added to the e-NAM platform from 7 States: Narendra Singh Tomar 

On May 1, 2020 The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh 

Tomar has added 200 new mandis to the e-National Agriculture Market(e-NAM) platform 

from 7 States & stated that by May 2020 there will be around 1,000 Mandis joining the e-NAM 

platform for marketing of Agricultural produce at a function in Krishi Bhawan through video 

conference. 

 

Key Points: 

i. Live trading between mandis from Kurnool and Hubli in groundnuts and maize took place 

ii. The 200 markets integrated with the e-NAM platform are: Andhra Pradesh (11 mandis), 

Gujarat (25 mandis), Odisha (16 mandis), Rajasthan (94 mandis), Tamil Nadu (27 mandis), 

Uttar Pradesh (25 mandis) & Karnataka (02 mandis). 

iii. Currently there are 585 e-NAM mandis in 16 States and 02 Union Territories on adding 

the new mandis it will come to the total of 785. 

iv. It is the 1st milestone achieved in the path of integrating 415 new markets across the 

country & is the 1st time Karnataka is added to the list of e-NAM States. 

v. It has gained more strength by reaching out to more farmers & traders of these new mandis, 

aiming to reach the last mile farmer and change the way they sell agricultural produce. 

 

e-NAM integrated with UMP 

For the 1st time in India 2 different e-trading platforms e-NAM & Unified Market 

Platform(UMP) of Karnataka’s Rashtriya e-Market Services (ReMS), an e-trading platform 

promoted by the Karnataka State Agriculture Marketing Board for Agri commodities of the 



 

scale will be made interoperable 

 

Benefits 

Facilitate traders across both platforms & e-NAM to execute flawless trading in both the 

platforms by using Single Sign On framework. 

Help farmers of Karnataka to sell their produce to a large number of traders registered with 

e-NAM and even farmers from e-NAM mandis in other States will be able to sell their produce 

to Karnataka traders who are enrolled with ReMS platform of Karnataka & will promote inter-

State trade between the States on-boarded on e-NAM platform & Karnataka. 

 

Highlights of e-NAM 

As of 30th April 2020, total trade volume of 3.41 Crore MT & 37 Lakh numbers (Bamboo 

& Coconut) collectively worth approximately Rs 1 lakh crore have been recorded on e-

NAM platform. 

1.66 Crore Farmers & 1.28 lakh traders have registered on e-NAM platform, currently 

there are more than 1,000 Farmers Producer Organisations(FPOs) on-boarded on e-NAM 

platform. 

It facilitates trade beyond mandi/ state borders. A total of 233 mandis have participated in 

inter- mandi trade within 12 States, where 13 States/UTs have participated in the inter-state 

trading on e-NAM platform which allows farmers to interact directly with distantly located 

traders. 

Participants 

The Ministers of State(MoS) for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Parshottan Rupala & Kailash 

Choudhary, Secretary of Department Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers Welfare(AC&FW), 

Sanjay Agarwal, and senior officers of the Ministry. 

Few launches by the ministry to tackle COVID-19: 

i.2 modules: FPO module- To help the farmer members of FPO to trade from their 

collection center; Warehouse module- farmers can sell their stored produce in 

Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority(WDRA) registered warehouses, 



 

which are declared as deemed mandi by States. 

Aim– To help farmers to sell their produce without bringing them to mandi 

ii.“Kisan Rath” mobile app to help farmers to find suitable transport vehicles/tractors to 

carry their produce to nearby mandi and warehouse etc 

 

Constituency of Ministers: 

Narendra Singh Tomar- Morena, 

Madhya Pradesh Parshottan Rupala- 

Gujarat 

Kailash Choudhary- Baytoo, Rajasthan 

 

 

Centre sets up “Rice Export Promotion Forum” to promote rice export 

 

On 12th May 2020, Centre set up a new body Rice Export Promotion Forum (REPF) to give 

impetus to rice exports under the aegis of Agricultural and Processed Foods Export 

Promotion Development Authority(Apeda). 

 

Key points: 

i. The Constitution of Rice Export Promotion Forum has been done considering the 

importance of exporting rice and inherent the potentials and multifarious issues faced in the 

exportation. 

ii. Basmati and non-basmati varieties are India’s largest commodity of agri-export basket.In 

2018-2019 the shipments stood at 7.77 billion USD with 4.72 billion USD by basmati export 

and 3.05 billion USD by non-basmati. 

iii. The Rice Export Promotion Forum will be comprised of representatives from the rice 

industry, exporters, officials of Apeda, Commerce Ministry, Agriculture Ministry and the 

Directors of Agriculture from West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Telangana, Andhra 



 

Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh and Odisha who are the major rice producing states. 

iv. The identity and anticipated developments in the production and exports and the 

necessary policy measures will be monitored by the EPF. 

v. EPF will facilitate, support and provide solutions to the rice producers, exporters and other 

relevant stakeholders. vi.EPF will identify, document the particulars and reach out the 

stakeholders in the production and supply chain of the rice export and increase the export 

to the global market. 

vii.India was allowed to export non-basmati from 2011 which led India to become the 

largest exporter of cereals. viii.The Production rate has been growing steadily in the past 

several year, From 96 million tonnes in 2010-2011 went upto 117.47 million tonnes in 

2019-2020 

 

About Apeda: 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority is an apex body 

under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India, responsible for the 

export promotion of agricultural products.  

Chairman- Paban K.Borthakur 

Director- Tarun Bajaj 

Established- 

December1985  

Head Office- New Delhi 

 

 

Andhra Pradesh CM rolls out ‘CMAPP’ to monitor farming needs 

 

On May 05, 2020, Andhra Pradesh (AP) Chief Minister (CM) Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan 

Reddy has launched a mobile application ‘CMAPP (Comprehensive Monitoring of Agriculture, 

Price, and Procurement)’ with the aim to monitor the agriculture needs of the farmers in the 

state. 



 

 

Key Points: 

i. The mobile app showcases all data relating to the cost, procurement, and marketing 

facilities of the farmers for their agriculture produce. 

ii. Respective officials of the state are entrusted to monitor & review village level agriculture 

conditions including the sale and procurement of crops on a daily basis & all the joint 

collectors work on agriculture department related will be trained through a quick session on 

the use of the app. 

iii. AP Agricultural Mission Vice-Chairman MVS Nagi Reddy & Special Chief Secretary of 

Agricultural Department Poonam Malakondaiah were also present during the launch. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh 

(AP): Capital– Amaravati 

Governor– Biswabhushan Harichandan 

State Fruit– Mango 

State Tree– Neem 

Dams– Nagarjuna Sagar Dam, Srisailam Dam, Polavaram Dam, Tatipudi Dam 

 

 

AP govt forms 5-member panel headed by Neerabh Kumar Prasad to probe Vizag gas leak 

On May 08, 2020, The Andhra Pradesh (AP) state government has formed a 5-member high-

powered committee led by Neerabh Kumar Prasad (special chief secretary of environment, 

forests, science and technology) to probe into the causes behind the leakage of styrene gas 

from the LG Polymers India Ltd located at RR Venkatapuram in Visakhapatnam. The panel 

required to submit its final report within one month. 

 

Key Points: 

i. The gas leak had claimed 12 lives and left more than 200 people ill after they inhaled the 



 

styrene gas. 

ii. Terms of Reference (TOR): The terms of reference of the committee includes, 

It will enquire into the cause for the leakage including the possible failure in the firm’s 

adoption of safety protocols. It will look into the long-term effects of the gas leakage on the 

surrounding villages. 

It also asked to suggest action to be taken against the industrial unit in case of any 

carelessness that led to gas leakage. In addition, it will suggest measures to be taken by 

industry units, including safety norms to prevent such accident in the future, and in case, if 

any observations and suggestions, it will be added in the report. 

The state Government asked AP Pollution Control Board (APPCB) to provide assistance to the 

committee in preparing the report. 

iii. Other members of the panel includes Karikal Valaven, Special Chief Secretary (Industries), 

Vinay Chand (Visakhapatnam district collector), RK Meena (Visakhapatnam Commissioner of 

Police) as members and Vivek Yadav (Member Secretary, AP Pollution Control Board) as 

member convenor. 

 

About Styrene: 

It is a flammable liquid used in the manufacture of polystyrene plastics, fiberglass, rubber and 

latex. 

According to ‘Tox Town’, a website run by the US National Library of Medicine, styrene is 

also found in vehicles and cigarette smoke and natural foods such as fruits and vegetables. 

 

About Andhra Pradesh (AP): 

Capital– Amaravati 

Chief minister– Y. S. 

Jaganmohan Reddy  

Governor– Biswabhushan 

Harichandan  



 

State Flower– Jasmine 

State Fruit– Mango 

 

AP’s CM Jagan Mohan Reddy launches Rs 1,110 crores ‘ReStart’ to revive MSME sector 

On May 22, 2020 Andhra Pradesh(AP)’s Chief Minister(CM) Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy has 

launched Rs 1,110 crores ‘ReStart’ a new programme to support & boost the Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprise(MSME) sector in the State.  

 

Major Highlights: 

This initiative will benefit over 72,531 micro-enterprises, 24,252 small and 645 medium 

scale industries. The state government will allocate Rs 200 crores as investment capital by 

providing loans in partnership with the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) 

at a low-interest rate. 

 

The package includes the following 

Release of Rs 905 crores of pending incentives to MSME units in two months, waive fixed 

demand charges towards power for three months from April 20 to June 20 for MSMEs 

amounting to Rs 188 crores, provide Rs 200 crores working capital loans by creating a fund 

to meet their liquidity crisis. 

 

Scheme 

As part of this scheme, the 1st instalment of Rs 450 crores was released which will benefit 

nearly 98,000 units that provide employment to more than 10 lakh people who were facing 

hardships due to the lockdown. 

Key Points 

i. The state has identified around 360 products to be purchased from the MSMEs, and its 

payments will be cleared in 45 days. 

ii. Of the total purchases, almost 25% will be done from the micro and small enterprises, 



 

4% from the Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) community enterprises, and 

3% from women entrepreneurs. Over 97,428 MSMEs are established in the state which 

employs about 10 lakh workforce. 

iii. The collectors are directed to make a skill gap study with the industries and accordingly 

impart the required skills among the youth through Skill Development Colleges & to lay 

special focus on the sector and assign a Joint Collector exclusively for its development. 

 

About AP: 

Capital– Amaravati 

Governor– Biswa Bhusan Harichandan 

About SIDBI: 

Headquarters– Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 

Chairman & Managing Director– Mohammad Mustafa 

 

Coir Geo textiles to be used in rural road construction under PMGSY-III: Govt 

On May 20, 2020, According to the National Rural Infrastructure Development Agency under 

Union Ministry of Rural Development, Coir Geo textiles has been finally gets nod as a good 

material for rural road construction under the third phase of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 

Yojana, (PMGSY-III). 

 

Key Points: 

i.As per the PMGSY new technology norms for road construction issued by the Government, 

15% length in each batch of proposals, is to be constructed using new age technologies. Of 

this, 5% length of the rural roads are to be constructed using IRC Indian Roads Congress (IRC) 

accredited technology under PMGSY-III using Coir Geo textiles. ii.Hence, 1674 km road will be 

constructed using Coir Geo textiles in 07 states namely- 164 Kms of road in Andhra Pradesh 

(AP) , 151 kms in Gujarat, 71 kms in Kerala , 328 kms in Maharashtra,470 kms in Odisha, 369 

kms Tamil Nadu (TN) and 121 kms in Telengana. The construction will need One Crore Sq. 



 

mtrs of coir Geo-textiles, that will cost around Rs.70 Crore. 

 

About Coir Geo textiles: 

It is a permeable fabric, natural, strong, highly durable, resistant to rots, moulds and 

moisture, free from any microbial attack. It plays an important role in soil erosion. They 

protect the land and provide vegetative growth during the formative period after which 

degrade into the soil. 

 

About PMGSY: It was launched by the central Government in December 2000 to provide all-

weather friendly single road connectivity to the prescribed size. 

 

About PMGSY-III: 

Launched on December 18,2019, this phase aims to construct 1,25,000 km of roads with 

an estimated cost of about 80,250 crores rupees (Central Share of Rs. 53,800 crores) for the 

period 2019-20 – 2024-25. 

The share of funds between the Centre and the states will be in the ratio of 60:40, but in 8 

North Eastern states and three Himalayan states (Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), Himachal 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand) it will be in the ratio of 90:10. 

 

About Rural Development Ministry: 

Headquarters– New Delhi 

Union minister– Narendra Singh Tomar 

Minister of State– Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti 

 

NABARD disburses Rs 12,767 crore to State Co-op Banks & RRBs to extend credit to farmers 

On May 5, 2020, The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development(NABARD) 

disburses Rs 12,767 crore to State Co-operative(Co-op) Banks & Regional Rural 

Banks(RRBs) across the country to increase their 

resources for extending credit to farmers during the lockdown due to the outbreak of 



 

COVID-19 pandemic.The loans are being offered for one year at an interest rate of 4.8 per 

cent. 

In total there are 33 State Co-ops & 45 RRBs in the country & are vital intermediaries in the 

rural credit structure. 

 

Major Highlights: 

i. NABARD so far has extended the refinance(May 4 & 5) to the rural banks in 15 states 

which includes- Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 

Pradesh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. 

ii. Reserve Bank of India(RBI) has announced a Rs 50,000 crore refinance facility for 3 

All-India Financial Institution(AIFI) namely- NABARD, the Small Industries Development 

Bank of India (SIDBI), and the National Housing Bank (NHB) on April 17. 

iii. Of the Rs 50,000 crore refinance, NABARD received Rs 25,000 crore for refinancing RRBs, 

co-operative banks and Micro Finance Institutions(MFIs). 

iv. Since the second half of March 2020 when the lockdown came into force in different states 

as a measure to contain the spread of COVID-19 pandemic, NABARD has disbursed nearly Rs 

30,021 crore to rural banks. 

v. Still the development finance institution has not disbursed any amount from the RBI’s 

refinance window. vi.AIFIs play a significant role in meeting the long-term funding 

requirements of agriculture and the rural sector, small industries, housing finance 

companies, Non-banking Finance Companies(NBFC), and MFIs. 

 

About NABARD: 

Headquarters– Mumbai, Maharashtra 

Chairman– Harsh Kumar Bhanwala 

 

Ultra-mega solar parks initiated India’s clean energy transition: US-based IEEFA report 

In accordance with a report “India’s Utility-Scale Solar Parks—A Global Success Story” by 



 

Kashish Shah, a researcher analyst at US-based Institute for Energy Economics and 

Financial Analysis (IEEFA), the installation of utility-scale solar parks or ultra-mega 

power plant (UMPP)in India has started the India’s energy sector transition. This 

approach has attracted global investment. 

It should be noted that in 2016, the Indian government has set a target of installing 175 

gigawatts of renewable energy by the FY2021-22and 275 gigawatts by FY2026-27to 

transform the country’s power sector from an expensive, unreliable, and polluting fossil 

fuel-based system into a low-cost, reliable and low-emission system based on renewable 

energy. 

 

Efforts by India to transform its power sector 

As of now, India houses multiple ultra-mega solar parks with capacities of more than 1GW, 

and two of them are the largest commissioned solar installations in the world. 

The Bhadla Solar Park in Rajasthan is the world’s largest such installation to date, covering 

more than 14,000 acres with a total capacity of 2,245 megawatts (MW) while Pavagada Solar 

Park in Karnataka with a total capacity of 1400 MW. 

Bhadla project has attracted record low solar tariffs in the range of Rs 2.44-Rs 2.62 

kilowatt-hour, which remain among the lowest tariffs in the country till date. 

Apart from above, under-construction Ananthapuramu Solar Park in Andhra Pradesh will 

be the largest solar power facility to be built from domestically manufactured solar cells 

and modules. 

 

What is an ultra-mega power plant (UMPP)? 

The UMPP concept involves a state government or local distribution company providing a 

single central grid connection and acquiring land on which the project can be built, 

shielding developers from procurement and time- delay risks. 

 

About IEEFA: 

It conducts research and analyses on financial and economic issues related to energy and the 



 

environment. 

Headquarters– Cleveland, Ohio, United States (US). 
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Best wishes for your exams! 

 

 

 


